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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.  God Bless 

A Countdown to Christmas 

This Sunday we begin a new season in the liturgical calendar of the 

church. There are two messages that we will hear over the next 

four weeks. One message and set of values will come to us through 

the media and the adverts. We will be told that we will have to 

move faster, spend more money on the ‘must have’ presents so that 

we will have the ‘perfect’ Christmas , as if such a thing exists. We 

will be sold and told the idea that unless we buy more and more 

and surround ourselves with all the trappings of Christmas we 

won’t be happy. This is definitely ‘fake news’ to coin the expression 

of the year!!  

However there is a very different set of values that we are offered 

through the gospels and those are the prayers and liturgy of Advent. 

We are being asked to prepare a way for the Lord, to stay awake  

and to get ourselves ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

The message of Advent is an invitation and a challenge to us . We 

are called to be ready, to be prepared and to wait in joyful hope.  

I am not a very patient waiter and our modern world tell us to 

move faster in so many ways. We have smart phones, emails and  

microwave ovens that all do things quicker. However advent asks us 

to do the very opposite. During the next few weeks we are being 

asked to take some time to be still and silent as we prepare our-

selves in a deeper way to welcome the Lord. 

If we get too caught up in all the trappings and spending there is a 

danger that we will miss what Advent is all about. Advent is a time 

of expectant waiting, hopeful anticipation and joyful preparation. 

During this Advent time let us be encouraged to welcome God into 

our lives and hearts in all moments and places and at all times.  

May you all find time to be still and prepare our homes for a special 

guest – Jesus. 

Blessings to you all          



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  
 

Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin to the  

   light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 122  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1.  I was glad when they said to me, 

 ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’ 

 

2.  And now our feet are standing 

 within your gates, O Jerusalem; 

 

3.  Jerusalem, built as a city 

 that is at unity in itself. 

 

4.  Thither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 

 as is decreed for Israel, 

 to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 

 

5.  For there are set the thrones of judgement, 

 the thrones of the house of David. 

 

6.  O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

 ‘May they prosper who love you. 

 

1st December 2019—Advent Sunday 

We begin Lectionary Year A, following the Gospel of  Matthew 



 

7.  ‘Peace be within your walls 

 and tranquillity within your palaces.’ 

 

8.  For my kindred and companions’ sake, 

 I will pray that peace be with you. 

 

9.  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 

 I will seek to do you good. 

 

A Reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

 

Isaiah writes of the centrality of Jerusalem for the Jews. 

 

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In 

days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 

shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach 

us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth 

instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge 

between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 

swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not 

lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house 

of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                           (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 

 



 

Matthew 24:36-44 

 

Jesus urges his followers to be on the alert for the coming of the Lord. 

 

Jesus spoke to his disciples: 36 ‘About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah 

were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 

them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in 

the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding 

meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for 

you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the 

owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour.’  

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

 

 

 



GARY OUT & ABOUT :   Monday 2nd - Christingle Service at Hale 

School, Governor Training at Hyde School, PCC at Hyde in the evening.  

Tuesday 3rd - Governors' Meeting at Breamore School in the morning, 

Christingle Service at Breamore School in the afternoon.  Wednesday 4th, 

Communion and Coffee at Fordingbridge at 10.30, Funeral for John Lovering in 

the afternoon (He has no family - all who knew him are welcome to come), 

Fordingbridge Church Open Meeting in the evening.  Thursday 5th, Prayer 

Spaces at Breamore School all day, Election Question time at Fordingbridge in the 

evening.  Friday 6th, Leading Prayers at the URC at 9.45, meetings, leading 

Evensong in Winchester Cathedral, Woodgreen Christmas Tree Switch-on in the 

evening.  Saturday, delivering Welcome Packs to Augustus Park from 10.00am. 
 

SCHOOL CHRISTINGLE SERVICES : Hale School, Monday, Dec 2nd, 2.15 

set up, 2.45 Service;  Breamore School, Tuesday Dec 3rd, 2.30 set up, 3.00 

Service.  If you are free to come along and help the children make Christingles, 

and to join in the Services, please do - we need lots of help.  Thanks. 
 

WELCOME PACKS :  New housing in Fordingbridge.  We shall be putting 150 

Welcome Packs together after the Allsorts Service on Sunday 1st, and then 

delivering them on Saturday, 7th, meet at Augustus Park, off the Whitsbury Road, 

at 10.00 - the more people, the quicker we can do it!  Thanks.  Gary. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS : detailing all of our Services and Events for Christmas 

are available in church.  Please distribute them wherever you can. 
 

ALPHA BITESIZE is coming to our community!  You are invited to Alpha 

for a time of great food, even better conversation and talks that make you think. 

Alpha is a chance to explore life and the Christian faith in a friendly, informal and  

open environment.    
 

Starting on Thursday 16th January at 7pm at St Mary’s Church Hall, 

Fordingbridge. Running for only 6 consecutive weeks, why not give Alpha a go? 
 

RSVP to Heidi & Mike Trotman   M: 07525 662999   E: metrotman@yahoo.co.uk 

Caterers needed! If you are willing to help cook a simple meal for one of the 

six sessions please speak to Kate Wilson to find out more. Many thanks in 

anticipation. 
 

ELECTION QUESTION TIME : Thursday 5th December at 7pm at St Mary’s 

Church, Fordingbridge. All ages welcome to come and meet the New Forest West 

Candidates.  Please send questions in advance before Monday 2nd December by 

email to Rectory@AVP-Benefice.org.uk or post to The Rectory, 71 Church 

Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1BB.  Organised by Churches Together in Fordingbridge 

and District, with The Burgate School. 
 

 

 

mailto:metrotman@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE PARISH : We shall be  singing Christmas 

Carols again in some of the care homes/sheltered accommodation around    

Fordingbridge.  It is just a matter of   turning up if you can on the day, and singing 

favourite  carols - we've been invited by a number of places to come and sing :  

Allenbrook       Mon 16 Dec  11.00am 

Ford Ward      Mon 16 Dec  2.00pm 

Fordingbridge Care Home Tue 17 Dec  3.00pm 

Homebridge House      Wed 18 Dec  10.00am 

Avonway Lunch Club  Thur 19 Dec  11.30am 

Glynn Court     Thur 19 Dec  3.00pm 

Carols around the   ) 

Christmas tree at the  ) Sat 21 Dec  10.00am to 11.00am 

Gourmet Grocer.  ) 

Abbeyfields    Mon 23 Dec  2.30pm 
 

Please do sign up on the sheet in St Mary’s Fordingbridge if you are able to come 

along, it is much appreciated by the audiences! 
 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL : Do join us as the lights are lit on our        

community Christmas Trees at 6.30pm on Friday 6th December in St Boniface 

Church, Woodgreen. Come and enjoy mince pies, mulled wine, carol singing and see 

the fantastic array of trees on show this year. Details from Rev Nicky: 07931 413629.  
 

ST MARY'S, FORDINGBRIDGE - congregational meeting - Wednesday,    

December 4th, 7.00-8.30pm, Church Hall: Everyone is invited to view and comment on 

the plans for the restoration/renewal of the Church and Hall, using the Lillington 

Legacy, grants and fundraising. Our architect will be with there to explain and hear 

comments. If you'd like a lift, please ask. Gary, on behalf of the PCC. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS/TABLE DECORATIONS : Orders now being 

taken—£12 for a wreath and £8 for table decoration. Collection date for wreaths 

Tuesday 10th December 3.00-4.00 pm at St Mary’s Hall, Fordingbridge. Please 

contact Helen Tague 01425 655462 
 

BENEFICE 2020 DIARIES : There are now some Benefice diaries in each 

church, please have a look and if you would like one, a donation in the wall safe 

would be much appreciated! 
 

BCMs (Bishop's Commission for Mission) in Evangelism, Youth and Families, 

Pastoral and Prayer Champions : BCMs aim to equip lay people for ministry in 

their Parishes in various ways. Candidates will need to attend all sessions to  

complete their BCM programme.  Saturday, January 18th, Winchester, 10-4.00 and 

to Sunday 29th March (afternoon).  In between are six weekly sessions - see the 

website www.winchester.anglican.org/events/category/BCM-training/.  If you want 

to find out more, ask on of the  Ministry Team. (We are also hoping to be able to 

have a local BCM Worship in the New Year). 
 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/events/category/BCM-training/


REFLECTION :  Michael Ireland wishes to share his thoughts on last Sunday’s 

Gospel - he writes: 

“Last Sunday the reading from St. Luke’s Gospel never fails to stimulate my 

emotions.  Here is a man having enjoyed cheers and adoration from the crowds 

earlier in the week. Suddenly the crowds turn against him. He is betrayed, 

arrested, brought to trial and treated like a criminal.   He is humiliated and suffers 

a flogging, his friends desert him and also deny him. Finally he is nailed to a cross 

with two criminals.   One criminal selfishly approaches Jesus that they be released, 

but his colleague rebukes him admitting their guilt. He then turns to Jesus, and 

asks for forgiveness.   Our Lord answers him by promising him that they will be 

together that same day in Paradise. 

With all the pain and loneliness he endured he still treated the criminal with the 

same compassion.  

Surely this act and words are the ultimate of forgiveness and love and the basis of 

our Christian faith.”          Michael Ireland 

Mike’s reflections show us the need for continuous thought on forgiveness. 
 

Daphne Himmel 

 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT APPEAL :  Could you help the Salvation Army make 

Christmas special for those who may have little or nothing under the tree on 

Christmas morning?  Any new, unwrapped gifts may be left at The Salvation    

Army, Fordingbridge;  Burgate School; The Branch or The Gourmet Grocer. 
 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ :  Just when you thought there was nothing else to do, 

there’s the CHRISTMAS QUIZ in aid of St Mary’s Fordingbridge!!!  Quiz sheets 

are £1 and available from Viv Finch (01725 512267) or Judith Dowsett (01425 

650335). Share the fun with friends and relatives by popping a copy in with their 

Christmas card! AND there’s a prize for the most correct answers! 
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES :  Thank you to everyone who filled their 

boxes again this year.  The empty boxes are now in Church Office for collecting – 

so please do go and get yours and start filling it again today.    If you have still not 

yet returned your box please telephone me on 01425 655319 to arrange        

collection.  Many thanks.  Sarah Farr 
 

FROGHAM CHAPEL :  Christmas Praise at Frogham Chapel, Sunday 8th     

December, 3 pm.  There will be no morning service but you are welcome to come 

to the Christmas Praise celebration at 3 pm, led by Shaun and Gill Mairs, with light 

refreshments. Collection for Embrace the Middle East (formerly BibleLands).  All 

welcome.  Contact: Mary Harrison 01794 278691 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :   Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If you feel able to commit to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



1st December 2019  

Advent Sunday 

Monday 2 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Tues 3 10.00am Sandleheath Coffee Morning Sandleheath 

Weds 4 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Bible Study, Heather Cottage Rockford Common 

 10.00am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 2.45pm Funeral—late John Lovering Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop In Fordingbridge 

Thur 5 12.30pm Puddle Ducklings Fordingbridge 

 7..00pm Election Question Time Fordingbridge 

Friday 6 9.30am Workout and Worship, Church Hall Fordingbridge 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 1 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

December 8.30am Holy Communion Breamore 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion & Posada Hale 

 10.30am Allsorts Nativity Fordingbridge 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 4.00pm Baptism meeting-Rectory Fordingbridge 

 4.30pm Youth Space Hyde 

 6.30pm Sanctus (in church hall) Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Advent Carol Service Fordingbridge 

Sunday 8 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

December 8.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Carol Service Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Morning Service Breamore 

 4.00pm Christingle Service (4.00 slot) Hyde 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe,  Church Office, Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163                e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 


