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This year, we use the gospel of Mark.  Mark writes in a direct way, 

telling the Good News of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  No birth stories, 

no preambles,  Mark speaks directly of Jesus.  He portrays him as, 

God’s Son, a heroic man of action, a healer, an exorcist, and a miracle 

worker and as a suffering servant.  He reflects on the Old Testament 

prophet Isaiah, telling the Jewish people, God’s chosen people that 

they should mend their ways.   What a shock then for the people to 

find this man, clothed with camels hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and who lived on what could be found in the dessert, on wild 

locust and honey.  This man who shouted like the ancient prophets 

of God, that they should repent of their evil lives, and have their sins 

washed away.  A powerful man who told the people directly, that he 

was not the chosen Messiah, he was not worthy to even bend down 

to untie the thong of his sandals, but that Jesus  the Messiah, was on 

his way, & would purge their evil with the most powerful of all things, 

The Holy Spirit.  Can you imagine how this affected the Jews? They 

flocked to hear this man, and to be baptized, cleaned by water of all 

their sins.  Mark conveys the message straight, no messing, and no 

wrapping it up.  No niceties.  Hear the word of the God.  Recognize 

your sinful; ways, turn & follow my Son, Jesus, who is coming, be 

made clean and live new and special love filled lives.  I just wonder 

what we the people of Fordingbridge would think and say,  faced 

with a John the Baptist.  Would you come to be made clean or run 

the other way;  say this is a heritical nutcase.  Let us ask Jesus, to put 

us straight & cleanse us from our sins, and allow us to follow him, 

God’s Son.  May the power of Jesus, as portrayed by Mark, in simple 

unambiguous ways, speak to us this Advent.  May we turn again, 

repent and live new and special lives, following Jesus, whose sandals 

we too are unworthy to even touch, but through God’s love, in Jesus, 

we are given the chance to change.  

Ian Newman 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending  for the first time.  If  you  need     

gluten  free  wafers  at  Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.   

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.   Please  stay after  

the  morning  service for tea and coffee, to  meet  folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 

 
 

 

COLLECT:  

 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as  

   judge and Saviour 

we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 85:8-13 (For Morning Prayer) 

 

8.    I will listen to what the Lord God will say,  

       For he shall speak peace to his people that they turn not again to folly. 

 

9.    Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him,  

       That his glory may dwell in our land. 

 

10.  Mercy and truth are met together,  

       Righteousness and peace have kissed each other; 

 

11.  Truth shall spring up from the earth  

       And righteousness look down from heaven. 

 

12.  The Lord will indeed give all that is good,  

       and our land will yield its increase. 

 

13.  Righteousness shall go before him  

       And direct his steps in the way. 
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A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

As the Exile comes to an end, Isaiah speaks of God coming to save his people. 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 

cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 

received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: 'In the 

wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway 

for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 

low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the 

glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 

mouth of the LORD has spoken.' A voice says, 'Cry out!' And I said, 'What shall I 

cry?' All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass 

withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the 

people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 

stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift 

up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 

fear; say to the cities of Judah, 'Here is your God!' See, the Lord GOD comes with 

might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense 

before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  

 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

 



Mark 1:1-8 
 

John the Baptist prepares the way for the coming of Christ. 

 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written 

in the prophet Isaiah, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: "Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight,"' 4John the baptiser appeared in the 

wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And 

people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were 

going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, 'The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with  

the Holy Spirit.'  
 

At the end, the Reader says:     (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Father in heaven, 

you sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 

in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, 

we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN 

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk. If  you  feel  able  to  commit  

to  regular prayer for those on the  list  and wish  to  become  a  prayer  partner,  please  also 

make contact with the above e-mail address. 



GARY OUT AND ABOUT :  Monday Messy Church at Hyde in the 

afternoon. Wednesday, interviews for Priest-in-Charge of Mudeford all 

day.  Christmas Performance at Breamore School in the evening, followed by 

Carol Singing at the Horse and Groom,  Woodgreen. Thursday morning, Staff 

Christmas Brunch, followed by two visits to Fordingbridge Nursery, with Hyde 

School Christmas Service in between, and the Fordingbridge Junior School Christmas 

Service and PCC in the evening.  Friday, Burgate School Carol Service at 

Fordingbridge in the morning, Christingle Service at Hale School in the afternoon, at 

Christmas Dinner with the Air Training Cadets in the evening. Saturday, hope to get 

to Hale Food Market for carol singing in the morning.  
 
 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE PARISH : We shall once again be singing 

Christmas Carols in some of the sheltered accommodation and care homes around 

Fordingbridge.  It will just be a matter of turning up if you can on the day, and singing 

favourite carols - we've been invited by a number of places to come and sing :  

Monday Dec 18, 11am—Allenbrooke;                       Monday Dec 18, 2pm—Ford Ward 

Tuesday Dec 19, 11am—Abbeyfields;               Wed Dec 20, 10am—Homebridge House 

Wednesday Dec 20, 3pm—F/bridge Care Home;    Thursday Dec 21, 10am—Kings Court 

Thursday Dec 21, 11.15am—Riverside Court;     Thursday Dec 21, 2.30pm—Glynn Court 

Please do sign up on the sheet in St Mary’s Fordingbridge if you are able to sing! 
  

FORDINGBRIDGE MOTHERS’ UNION :  Welcome to our Christmas 

Programme on Wednesday  December 13th at 2.30pm.  Come and bring a friend.  

The Deanery Carol Service is Tuesday December 5th, 2pm, Ringwood Parish Church 
 

 

ECCLESIASTICAL INSURANCE : If you are renewing your home insurance,  

do take a look at Ecclesiastical who are donating £130 to church for every new 

home insurance policy taken out  www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130. 
 

HYDE MOTHER’S UNION :  We shall be holding our Christmas Gathering on 

Tuesday December 12th which will include the singing of carols, and with festive 

refreshments being served.  Do come and join us.  Please remember that we shall be 

meeting in Frogham Chapel and not at the church centre. 
 

BIG TRAIN EVENT :  Save the date for the Big Train Event at St Mary’s Church 

Hall on 10th and 11th February 2018.  More details on our website. 
 

BREAMORE CAROL SINGING : Do join us for festive carol singing at The Bat 

and Ball pub from 7.30pm on Monday 18th December. 
 

AVP CHRISTMAS CARDS TO DISTRIBUTE please: The Christmas card with 

all the AVP Advent/Christmas services is now in all the AVP churches.  Please make 

sure you have a copy.  In addition, please can you take some extra copies to 

distribute in your neighbourhood, to friends and family around and about.  If supplies 

run out please let your Churchwarden or the Church Office know so more can be 

made available in your church.  Thank you very much.  



HOLIDAY AT HOME :  We are hosting a Holiday at Home Christmas Tea Party at 

St Mary's Church Hall on Friday 22nd December,  from 3-5pm. We need your help 

in various ways to make it happen— Help out on the day (the session will run 

from 3-5pm. We would like helpers to be there from 2:30 - 5:45pm and you will     

receive tea too);  baking a cake for a family and prayer. Please call Rachel on 01425 

655127 or email Rachel or Jo at holidayathome@fordingbridge.com with any offers 

of help, or questions!  Advance notice. We are planning Holiday at Home during the East-

er holidays and the   summer holidays next year.  The dates are:  Tuesdays 3rd, 10th April 

and Tuesdays 24th, 31st July, 7, 14, 21, 28 August  
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING :  The next meeting is at 16 Waverley Road on 11th 

December from 10.00am—12noon.  If you would like more information please speak 

to Gary or any of the ministry team. Please let Kate Wilson know if you would like 

to attend on 01425 540669. 
 

READING GROUP :  Book two is "Nevertheless" by John Kirkby which is the  

story of one man's efforts to get out of debt whilst helping others (John is the found-

er of Christians Against Poverty).  Several copies are in the back of church soon but 

Amazon have plenty for 1p plus postage. The intention is to read between January 

and March when a meeting date will be offered for discussion. If you do want to read 

along please drop me an email so I know to invite you to the discussion - 

mark@fordingbridge.com 
 

COOKIE STALL :  thank you to everyone who made the delicious cookies for sale 

at the Christmas light switch on and everyone who helped with the selling! We are 

delighted to take £67 on the night, plus more came in from ‘after sales’, and at the 

same time we were able to distribute lots of the AVP Christmas Card to the crowd. 

Thank you,  Sarah and Judith.  
 

 

SKITTLES EVENING at St Mary’s Church Hall, Fordingbridge: Blow the 

cobwebs away and come to the Skittles evening on Saturday 13 January! Tickets are 

£10 to include a hot supper, there will be a raffle and remember to bring your own 

choice of drink.  Times are 7pm for a prompt 7.15pm start.  Numbers will be limited 

so get your tickets asap from Judith Dowsett on 01425 650335 or 

j.dowsett7@btinternet.com.  This event supports St Mary’s Church, Fordingbridge.  
 

HYDE CHRISTMAS FAIR :  Many thanks to Jenny Rice, all the helpers and all 

who came to our Christmas Fair - it was a lovely community event and the children 

greatly enjoyed Father Christmas's arrival!  A total of over £2,000 was raised and,   

after expenses,  there will be over £1,900 - well done to all involved. 
 

HYDE MESSY CHURCH AND CRIB SERVICE :  Don't miss our Christmas 

Messy Church and Crib Service on 11th December - open to all primary children 

and parents.  There will be a wonderful variety of activities as well as a special crib 

service and, of course, a feast!  And possibly a special visitor! 

 

 

mailto:holidayathome@fordingbridge.com
mailto:mark@fordingbridge.com
mailto:j.dowsett7@btinternet.com


Contact:  Fiona Gover or Gail Newell , Church Office , The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge  SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163        e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com        www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CALLERS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

REFLECTION :  

“What did I know, what did I know 

of love’s austere and lonely offices?” 

These are the last two lines of Robert Hayden’ poem: ‘Those Winter Sundays’  

where he recounts how his father, who slaved away at a labouring job all week, 

would get up early every Sunday morning to light a fire to  ensure his family were 

greeted with warmth.   We reflect on the people who live and work in darkness.   

Every dark cold early morning, the man in the yellow coat empties the bins in the 

roads and in the park.   Rubbish is silently removed overnight; so many more slaving 

away in the dark hours.   There are many people living in the darkness of illness, 

homelessness;  people we know who are living in uncertainty.     We think of the 

refugees living permanently in cold dark camps and those who have died on their 

way to find the light.   Advent is a time when we live alongside those who live and 

work in darkness as we wait for the Light.   Let us give ourselves quiet times to 

‘think on these things’ while we wait.         Daphne Himmel 

HYDE SUNDAY 17th DECEMBER :  Don't forget the early service is at 

9.00am not 8.30 and will be a said BCP communion.  In the evening we have our  

annual carol service at 6.30pm followed by refreshments - do come! 
 

ADVENT LUNCH and COMMUNION :  11.45am- 1.15pm at St Mary’s 

Church Hall, Fordingbridge Wednesday 13th December.  Enjoy a simple lunch of 

soup, bread and cheese. No charge but donations welcome! If you can help call  ring 

Helen Tague (655462) or Sarah Perrelle (291397).  Communion will be at 11.30am. 
 
 

BRIO TRAINS WANTED!: We are delighted to be given a Brio train track layout 

for use at Puddle Ducklings and Holiday at Home. We would be very grateful for a 

few more trains to run on the special wooden tracks. If you have one or two to 

spare then please let Judith Dowsett know on 01425 650335 or 

j.dowsett7@btinternet.com . Thank you.  
 

REGULAR DIARY ITEMS THIS WEEK 

Monday 11 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Wednesday 13 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Group—Church Fordingbridge 

Thursday 14 7.30pm Bell ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 15 6.20pm Choir Practice  Fordingbridge 
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This Week-10 December 2017-Advent 2 

Monday 11 11.00am Fellowship After Loss Gorley Firs 

 3.30pm Messy Church and Crib Service Hyde 

Tuesday 12 7.30pm Hyde Mothers’ Union Frogham Chapel 

Wednesday 13 10.00am Bible Study, Heather Cottage Rockford 

 10.00am Prayers then Coffee, Village Hall Godshill 

 11.30am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 11.45am Advent Lunch Fordingbridge 

 2.30pm Mothers’ Union Advent Service Fordingbridge 

Thursday 14  Church office closed—Staff Brunch  

 2.00pm Hyde School Nativity Hyde Church 

 6.30pm Hyde School Nativity Hyde Church 

 7.30pm Fordingbridge PCC Meeting, Rectory 

Friday 15 2.30pm Hyde Friendship Group Hyde 

Sunday 17 Dec  8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 9.00am Holy Communion Hyde 

 9.00am Morning Service Godshill 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Carol Service Hale 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 6.00pm Carols and nibbles Breamore 

 6.00pm Carol service by candlelight Sandleheath 

 6.30pm Carol service by candlelight Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Carol service by candlelight Hyde 

Sunday 10 Dec 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.45am C of E Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Morning Service Breamore 

 6.00pm Darkness to Light Woodgreen 


