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This passage from St. Matthew’s gospel has always seemed very   

unfair to me, on first reading.   Why go to the trouble of inviting 

someone to a wedding banquet, and then condemn them to 

punishment - simply because they were inappropriately dressed?  

Why may we find ourselves stumbling awkwardly over this parable, 

wishing that it had been slightly different. 

Yet if it had been, then a vital point would have been lost.  Jesus is 

saying that it is not enough simply to accept an invitation and “turn 

up”.  The religious leaders pf the time, believed that they knew it 

all, that there was nothing further to learn, they had “turned up”.   

Jesus words give us as Christians, a warning to not to fall into the 

same trap.  

Much of Christ’s teaching points towards this end, and expresses 

the same truth in a variety of ways.  Some seeds fall on shallow 

soil, where they shrivel up because they have no root; the branches 

of the vine need pruning in order to bear fruit, and those that 

remain barren are removed and burned.  The person who buries 

his talent loses even the little he had.  Yes we are all invited to the 

banquet, but the invitation is not to just turn up, but having come, 

to then be ready to be open to Christ’s teaching & to grow and 

continue to become more Christ like in our lives.  
 

Ian Newman 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors  and  those attending  for the first time.     
If  you  need  gluten  free  wafers  at  Communion,  please   speak  to         

someone   at   the  door  before  the  service.   Please take this  newsletter 
home with you for the week ahead.   Please  stay  after  the  morning        

service for tea and coffee, to  meet  folk  and ask any questions.  God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 
 

 

COLLECT:  

God, our judge and saviour, 

teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day 

with confidence in the salvation which is given  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 106:1-6 (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1  Alleluia.  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, 

 for his faithfulness endures for ever. 
 

2  Who can express the mighty acts of the Lord 

 or show forth all his praise? 
 

3  Blessed are those who observe what is right 

 and always do what is just. 
 

4  Remember me, O Lord, in the favour you bear for your people; 

 visit me in the day of your salvation; 
 

5  That I may see the prosperity of your chosen 

  and rejoice in the gladness of your people, 

 and exult with your inheritance. 
 

6  We have sinned like our forebears; 

 we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 
 

Philippians 4:1-9 
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Christians are urged to set their minds on things of God, and God's peace will be 
with them. 

 

1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 
in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the 
same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these 
women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together 
with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 4 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be 
with you. 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

The parable of the marriage feast, which emphasizes the importance of 
responding to God’s invitation to be part of his kingdom. 

 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priests and Pharisees in parables, saying:        
2 'The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the 
wedding banquet, but they would not come.  



 

4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, "Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet." 5 But they made light of it 
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized 
his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his 
slaves, "The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet." 10 
Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 But when the king 
came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, "Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding robe?" And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, 
"Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.' 

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: 
for here we receive you, 
here the memory of your passion is renewed, 
here our minds are filled with grace, 
and here a pledge of future glory is given, 
when we shall feast at that table where you reign 
with all your saints for ever. 

AMEN. 
 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN—Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk. If  you  
feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the  list  and wish  to  become  a  prayer  partner,  

please  also make contact with the above e-mail address. 



GARY OUT AND ABOUT : Henry John was safely delivered on Sunday.  Thank you 
everyone who covered for me in the early part of the week while I went to Oxford 

to look after Florence. Along with general catching up, and preparing for All Souls' and 
Remembrance Services, Gary will be Out & About at:  
Monday 16th, Breamore School Harvest Service in Church at 9.00, and the Holiday at 
Home Lunch in Fordingbridge, with Fordingbridge PCC in the evening; Wednesday, a 
meeting in Winchester to discuss the Benefice of the Future' Proposals, followed by 
assembly at Hyde School, and joining the Choir from Fordingbridge in Salisbury 
Cathedral for the St Luke's Day Eucharist; Friday, Prayers at the URC Church at 9.45, 
Hyde School Harvest Service in Church in the afternoon, followed by the Hyde 
Friendship Group and then ATC Padre's hour in the evening; Saturday, hope to get to 
the Hale Food Market in the morning 
 

THANK YOU everyone who helped to make the events of last Saturday such a 
success. The organisation of Services at Breamore and Hyde, and the refreshments 
after each were great; the whole day was full of joy.  I've sent our thanks to the 
Archdeacon for all that he did to make the day such a happy one. 
 

GRAVETALK AT WOODGREEN COFFEE MORNING : Friday, October 27th, at the 
Fairtrade Coffee Morning at St Boniface, Woodgreen, we will be holding another 
Gravetalk session.  An opportunity, in an informal and supportive setting, to reflect on 
all matters around death and dying.  Much more fun that it sounds!  Come along at 
10.30a.m. and find out more. 
 

TRUSSELL TRUST SHOE BOX APPEAL : This is an annual appeal to support people in 
Bulgaria. Over the next week or two leaflets will be placed with Partners if you might 
be able to contribute a box, or join with someone else to give one.  Completed boxes 
can be left in churches. More than ever are needed this year. Any queries, Mark Ward, 
mark@fordingbridge.com or 01425 656120 

PUDDLE DUCKLINGS NEED YOUR HELP TO FILL SHOE BOXES! You will already have 
read Mark Ward’s appeal for more Shoe Boxes this year, and Puddle Ducklings want to 
help. Please bring items to go in a shoe box or fill a shoe box, and bring them to 
Allsorts on Sunday 5th November. Pick up a Trussell Trust leaflet or one of the Puddle 
Ducklings leaflets to find out what items are suitable and more details about the 
appeal. Please ring Janet Newman on 01425 653269 for more details. Thank you for 
your help!  
 

ENTRIES FOR PARTNERS: Please note that due to staff holiday, there will be a 2 week 
edition of Partners on 22nd and 29th October.  Please send all notices to the Church 
Office by the earlier deadline of Wednesday 18th October at 12 noon. 
 

MICHAELMAS are celebrating their 30th anniversary this year! We'd love all 
members, past and present, to join us for our AGM and party on Tuesday 19th October 
at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Schoolroom. Includes drinks and nibbles with 
plenty of fun and laughter! Ring Viv on 01725 512267 for more information 
 
 



 

ALL SOULS:  Each year the Church remembers those we love who have 
died in two special services. This year the services will be on  
Sunday 5th November at 4.00pm at St  Boniface, Woodgreen and  
6.00pm at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge.   
We would like to extend a warm invitation to you to attend one of these 
services.   Any members  of  your family  who would  like  to come to the service,  in-
cluding children, will be very welcome.  The service will last about an hour, and will be 
followed by refreshments in Church.  Forms are now in the back of each church if you 
would like someone to be mentioned by  name, or simply  e-mail or telephone the 
office, but please remember to specify which    service you would like the name of your 
loved one to be read out at. 
 

EVERY MAN REMEMBERED : We shall once again be remembering those who fell in 
World War 1, on the anniversary of their deaths (both at 11am at Fordingbridge War 
Memorial Gates) : Thursday, October 19th– Francis Morgan and Wednesday, October 
25th— Raymond Harding and Frederick Vincent 
 

‘SP6 FRIENDSHIP GROUP’ : We have changed our name to ‘SP6 Friendship Group’ to 
ensure we do not get confused with the Friendship Group in Hyde. The SP6 Friendship 
Group is for anyone who has been bereaved. We meet for coffee or lunch monthly. The 
November meeting is a coffee morning at 16 Waverley Road, Fordingbridge  SP6 1EX on 
14th November from 10.00am -12.00noon.  Scrummy cakes promised!! If you would like 
to attend and need transport or directions please phone 01425 540669. Our December 
meeting is our Bring and Share Christmas Party at Burgate Acres on the 12th December 
in the evening. Every Blessing, Kate 
 

AUTUMN FAIR ST MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE: your help is needed to provide lots of 
lovely goodies to sell at the Autumn Fair on Saturday 4th November, 10am – 12.30pm. 
Homemade cakes (to sell and for refreshments), preserves, toiletries and perfumes, 
gifts, books, puzzles and games, pre-loved (really good stuff please, must be in excellent 
condition), bottles ( we will need loads of these!) raffle prizes. Please look at the list of 
stall contacts at the back of church, or contact Judith Dowsett 01425 650335  or 
j.dowsett7@btinternet.com  Thank you all very much.  
 

HULIRA ENSEMBLE : if you have not heard the Hulira Ensemble play, then don't miss 
this opportunity in St Boniface Church, Woodgreen at 7.30pm on Saturday 11th Novem-
ber. The quartet of flute, oboe, clarinet and bassoon play light, fun classical music and 
there will be cheese and wine refreshments. Tickets cost £8 and funds raised go to-
wards our link with the Diocese of Kinkiizi in Uganda. As Gill and I are away in Uganda 
from 18th Oct to 2nd Nov, please go to, or call the Church Office to get your tickets.  
 

POPPIES :  Thank you all for making poppies for Remembrance. Please add them to 
the bag in St Mary’s Fordingbridge or in the Fig Tree cafe by the end of October, so that 
we can put them together in time for Remembrance. If you’d like to help us assemble 
them, please join us in St Mary’s Church hall on Wednesday 18th October at 7:30pm.  
Many thanks, Rachel  
 
 

mailto:j.dowsett7@btinternet.com


REFLECTION  :  Mental Health week is a time to reflect on the mentally ill, 
especially children.  It is often misunderstood and sadly unrecognised as a real 
illness, causing great suffering.  One sad story is of Mary who suffers from Down’s 
Syndrome; her mother—her sole carer—died suddenty leaving Mary alone. Much 
later it was disovered that her benefit had been delayed and she was hundreds of 
pounds in debt with rent and electricity and is now being charged bedroom tax 
because since her mother died she has a spare room!  Another story is of Jane 
who has suffered from depression for many years, made worse since she lost her 
home and her beloved cat in the Grenfell fire.  She had nightmares about how her 
cat must have suffered.  However, this week the cat was returned to her having 
being found and taken to a vet who took the trouble to trace Jane via the cat’s 
microchip!  Two stories with different outcomes shows us what part we ordinary 
people have to play, by being aware of God’s gift of love and compassion. 

Daphne Himmel 

 

BIBLE READING NOTES 2018  : If you would like to consider ordering any of the daily 
Bible reading notes, please look at the samples at the back of St. Mary's church be-
tween 8th and 29th October.  The final date for ordering will be 31st October.  Details of 
how to order will be at the back of the church.  Thank you.  Gillian Benfield 
 

HARVEST DONATION: Ringwood Trussell Trust  Warehouse have thanked us for our 
donation. We collected 117 kgs, feeding 11 people with three meals a day.  This amount 
is roughly equivalent to 4 months trolley donations. Thank you so much for your        
generosity and especially to Melvyn Beynon who delivered the goods!  Sarah Perrelle.  
 

AID TO SYRIA UPDATE :   Thank you to all who came on 30th September; we shipped 
40 boxes of winter clothing, 5 boxes of hygiene items and 19 bags of bedding. We were 
also able to cover the shipping costs and donate £300 towards heating oil.  Thank you to 
everyone who got involved with this aid project, and please continue to collect. We will 
be collecting again in January.  Please visit the website samarasaidappeal.org or     
contact Carrie on 07585 602820.   Thank you. 
 

NEW NAME FOR CHOIR :  Since we are no longer part of the same benefice, the choirs 
of Hyde and Ellingham can no longer call themselves the Benefice Choir.  We will        
continue to rehearse together,  and sing together for weddings, funerals, and special 
services wherever possible.  We have had to select a new name, and have chosen “The 
Jubilate Choir” as being a suitable name to reflect our joy and optimism not only in    
going forward in our new parishes, but at the same time staying together as before.   
Barbara Strong 
 

TOFSS (Too Old For Sunday School) will be meeting again at 10.45am on Thursday 19 
October at 15 Provost Street. All welcome. Enquiries to John and Pat 837735. 
 

OPEN SPACE : November 4th from 11am to 3pm at Slate Cottage, Bridge Street,      
Fordingbrige.  Nicky Davies will open a discussion with the history of the Big Issue. 



Contact:  Fiona Gover or Gail Newell  Church Office , The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge  SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163        e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com        www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CALLERS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

This Week— 15 October 2017—Trinity 18 

Monday 16th Oct  9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Wednesday 18th 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Frogham Chapel 

 12.15pm Funeral-late Geoffrey Plumb Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Group—Church Fordingbridge 

Thursday 19th 7.30pm Bell ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 20th 10.30am Funeral-late Ernesto Vitagliano Fordingbridge 

 2.00pm Thanksgiving-late Helen Dilloway Breamore 

 6.45pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 22nd Oct 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

Sunday 15th Oct 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 8.30am Holy Communion  Hyde 

 9.00am Morning Service Godshill 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Hale 

 10.00am Worship for all & baptism Hyde 

 10.45am C of E Holy Communion Sandleheath 

 11.00am Holy Communion & Harvest Breamore 

 4.00pm Baptism Meeting Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

CHURCH OFFICE : will be closed Tuesday 24, Wednesday 25 and Friday 26 October. 


