
  PARTNERS 
16 April 2017—Easter Sunday 

 

 

THE DAY OF RESURRECTION 
 

I have loved this poem for years, and have recently come across 
more of Stewart Henderson’s wonderful poetry, full of life and 
vigour.  This poem, for me, encapsulates the new life of Easter. 
 

THERE WAS NO 
 

There was no grave grave enough  
to ground me 
to mound me 
I broke the balm then slit the shroud 
wound round me 
that bound me 
 
There was no death dead enough  
to dull me 
to cull me 
I snapped the snake and waned his war 
to lull me 
to null me 
 
There was no cross cross enough  
to nil me 
to still me 
I hung as gold that bled, and bloomed 
a rose that rose and prised the tomb 
away from Satan’s wilful doom 
There was no cross, death, grave 
or room  
to hold me. 

Happy Easter to you all. 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

Gary. 
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READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 
 

 

COLLECT:  
God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
AMEN. 
 
PSALM 118:18-24  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

14. The Lord is my strength and my song,  
 and he has become my salvation. 
 

15. Joyful shouts of salvation  
 sound from the tents of the righteous: 
 

16. ‘The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds;  
    the right hand of the Lord raises up;  
 the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’ 
 

17. I shall not die, but live  
 and declare the works of the Lord. 
 

18. The Lord has punished me sorely,  
 but he has not given me over to death. 
 

19. Open to me the gates of righteousness,  
 that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
 

20. This is the gate of the Lord;  
 the righteous shall enter through it. 
 

21. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me  
 and have become my salvation. 
 

22. The stone which the builders rejected  
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

16 April 2017—Easter Sunday 



 

23. This is the Lord’s doing,  
 and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
 

24. This is the day that the Lord has made;  
 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter had a vision which taught him that God accepts people whether they are 
Jews or Gentiles.  He is speaking here to Gentiles, assuring them of God’s 

forgiveness and love.  This is the first time this boundary has been crossed. 
 

34 Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius.  ‘I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent 
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but 
God raised him on the third day  and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,  and who ate and drank 
with him after  he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’  
 
At the end, the Reader says: 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE GOSPEL READING 
Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

 



EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :  Please send all requests for prayer to   
prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the 
list and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Matthew’s is the only account of the resurrection which describes the stone being 
rolled away, and the only account in which the women meet and touch Jesus. 

 
1 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 
For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to 
the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is 
my message for you.’ 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran 
to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came 
to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’  
 
At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible.  

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 
God of Life, 
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
AMEN. 



Please note that this is a 2 week edition of Partners so some notices 
may appear out of date 

 

GARY OUT AND ABOUT :  23rd April - Gary has lots of funerals, schools visits and 
meetings this week, but will be at the APCM at Fordingbridge on Monday evening, 
the Hymnathon on Friday evening, and the Hale Spring Clean Saturday morning. 

LENT LUNCHES RESULTS :  Thanks to all of you who supported the lent lunches 
this record year, not just by faithfully attending each week but also the invaluable soup 
serving, making drinks and of course washing up.  It was so good to give £750 to the 
Children's Society where it will be put to good use, with the other half of your 
donations helping church funds.  Happy Easter!  Martin and Jane Calver. 
 

SPONSORED HYMNATHON : On Friday 28th April, 2017 between 6pm and c. 8pm at St 
Mary's Church, Fordingbridge we are aiming to sing verses from 100 hymns with titles 
including the letter “K” to raise funds for the new Staff House at Nyakatare Health 
Centre in Kinkiizi. All are welcome to join us to sing or listen, please support this effort 
by sponsoring someone.  If you would like to come and sing the hymns please collect a 
sponsorship form which will be available in the churches then just come along to St 
Mary's Church, Fordingbridge at 6pm on Friday 28th April.  
 

OPEN SPACE : Saturday April 29th 2017  11am -3pm.  We will be continuing to discuss 
Connections and Disconnections in ourselves and how they affect the world. 
 

COFFEE  PLUS  FILMS  :  at St. Mary’s Church Hall, 10.30am - 12noon on Saturday 22 
April, in aid of the Church “Speakers’ Fund”.  Please note the date, and come if you can. 
Mission Matters group. 
 

SAT MEAL  : On Thursday, May 4th, we are hosting our annual meeting of the 
Southern Area Team of Area and Assistant Area Deans, Lay Chairs of Synod and others - 
around 25, in the Church Hall in Fordingbridge.  Mark Ward and I have the catering in 
hand, but we would appreciate some help with serving and washing up, as we move 
straight into the meeting after the meal.  We'd need help from about 5.30-7.00.  Any 
offers to Gary, please.  Thanks. 
 

EXCITE : On Saturday May 20th, 2.30pm to 5pm at Hyde Church. Christchurch 
Deanery presents a Celebration Afternoon, foreveryone, of all ages – children’s 
activities.  At Hyde Church, SP6 2QQ An afternoon with the Revd Tim Matthews, Priest-
in-Charge of St Swithun’s, Bournemouth. Worship, teaching, fellowship and food!  
More details: Rectory@AVP-Benefice.org.uk 01425 839622 
 

SOUTH  WILTSHIRE  FILLING  STATION:  Wednesday 26 April from 7.30pm. At Radnor 
Hall, Bodenham, Salisbury, SP5 4EQ.  Speaker : Grace Turner. For more information, 
visit www.TheFillingStation.org.uk or contact SWiltsFillingStation@gmail.com. 
 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL CHOIR CONCERT : “Sacred Masterpieces”, St George’s Church, 
Damerham on Monday 15 May at 7.30pm.  Tickets £15, Gillian Benfield 01725 518429 

http://FillingStation.org.uk
mailto:SWiltsFillingStation@gmail.com


 

APCMs - Annual Parochial Church Meetings - The remaining APCM will take place  in  
Fordingbridge, Monday, April 24th, 7.30pm in the  Hall.   As well  as receiving the PCC 
accounts for last year and hearing various reports, we will be  electing  Church-
wardens, members to the PCC, members to the Deanery Synod, and  about which 
there is a leaflet in Church;  and also appointing sides-persons.   
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURES : Please note that the Church Office will be closed on 
Monday 17th, Wednesday 19th and Friday 21st April. 
 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH UK : You are invited to coffee and cakes on Friday 5th May, 
10am to 12noon, at 25 Bridge Street, Fordingbridge.  Cakes,  raffle, jewellery,  Mike 
Ireland and his guitar, and plants.  Please do come along and support this very worth-
while charity. 
 

ACCESSIBLE  PARKING  AREA AT  ST  MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE :  The   PCC  are     
committed to providing accessible parking for disabled worshippers. It would be much 
appreciated  if  ONLY BLUE  BADGE  HOLDERS park  their  car in the accessible area  
behind  the  church  to  ensure that  those who  need this  facility are not excluded by 
other cars. Please use the area immediately adjacent to the footpath leading to the 
south door as a  drop off/pick up area only  and do  not leave  any vehicle  parked  
there. Passengers can be dropped off and then the car parked in an available space, if 
a Blue Badge is displayed. Anyone requiring access to that footpath on a temporary 
basis may be dropped off and the car parked elsewhere. Signage for the Accessible 
Parking Area is being replaced to reflect these changes, and the grass reinforcement 
mesh will be extended to avoid mud. The Glebe Field is now dry enough to use and 
will be open to provide extra parking during the summer. If it is not dry enough to use, 
notices will be displayed to let you know. Thank you very much for your assistance in 
making the welcome to St Mary’s good for everyone.  
ARE YOU A BLUE BADGE HOLDER? : it would be very helpful to Fordingbridge PCC  to  
know  how many  worshippers are  Blue  Badge holders.   We intend to improve the 
area at St Mary’s and  we would like  to know if the number of spaces  provided for 
accessible parking is about right!  Please could you give the Church Office your name 
and contact details if this affects you. Many thanks.   
 

CHILDREN’S AREA AT ST MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE :  The area next to the organ will 
have a much needed facelift by Easter!! There are two Phases. First of all a beautiful 
blue carpet will be laid and new storage boxes provided for the toys and books. The 
current chairs will be used for parents to keep an eye on their children and a gap left 
to the side for worshippers to walk back/forth for communion. When everyone is sure 
what arrangement of chairs works, Phase 2 will be put in place with a small selection 
of  low  level chairs  suitable  for parents  with babies in arms.  A  board  to display 
children’s work is being investigated. Please do your best to keep this section clean 
and tidy to give a lovely welcoming area for families and children. Thank you!  



REFLECTION :  Today, Easter Sunday, a happy day, a day of celebration when we meet 
with friends and family,  share our thanks and delight in a risen Christ.  We share also 
with Christians across the world who have been journeying alongside us remembering 
with sadness the Christians who are being persecuted and unable to openly journey 
with us.   We must also remember those of other faiths who are being persecuted.   We 
sometimes tend to think that as they do not belong to our Cristian faith we need not 
include them in our prayers.    Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus and all other Faiths worship 
God according to where they have come from, have chosen or been taught, but it is the 
same One God – ‘There is no other God but Me’.   We might remember that 
denominations within the Christian Church were once at loggerheads and we still have 
‘Christians Together Week’ to remind us.   The more we understand, are aware that the 
Holy Spirit is within every single one of us the more likely we are to avoid conflict and 
find the ‘peace of God which passes all understanding’.   

Daphne Himmel 

RUBY  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY  CONGRATULATIONS!  We send our congratulations 
to David and Mary  Melbourne  who celebrated  their Ruby  Wedding  on Palm Sunday. 
We hope they enjoyed their special holiday.  
 

AVP BOOK GROUP : We are starting a book group offering one book quarterly with an 
option to meet to discuss at the end. The book for May-July 2017 is “Seeking God – the 
way of St Benedict” by Esther De Waal. 10 copies are available to be borrowed or you 
can buy it through  Amazon or  Abebooks.  This book fits together with the Diocesan  
Rule  of  Life  which  is based on Benedict’s rule.  To secure a borrowed copy please 
email Mark Ward – mark@fordingbridge.com or leave a message on the church office 
phone 01425 653163. The discussion date will be announced later. 
 

NONES (A short Service at the monastic ninth hour of the day - i.e., 3.00p.m.) AT 
BREAMORE  :  On  Sunday  7th May at 3pm the history of Merton  Augustinian Priory 
will be highlighted and remembered at St Mary's Church, Breamore.  Breamore 
Church was built by Saxons around 980, and  an  Augustinian  Priory was established 
further down the hill in 1130. Merton Priory contributed St Thomas a Becket, a Pope - 
Adrian IV (Nicholas Breakespear), the laws of this country— Magna Carta refined at 
Merton into the Eleven Statutes of Merton in 1236 and housed in the House of Lords, 
and Merton College, Oxford, founded by Walter de Merton in 1264.  The Friends of 
Merton Priory are organising  the service with a  local choir taking part.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend this very interesting event at 3pm at St Mary's, Breamore. 

 

TOFFS (Too Old For Sunday School) House Group : meeting  10.45 - 12.15pm on   
Thursdays 20 April and 4 May, at John and Pat Bloomfield’s,  15 Provost Street, SP6 
1AY.  Refreshments, watching a video, discussion and prayer.   Looking at some DVDs  in 
which Archbishop Justin Welby explains about “Thy Kingdom Come” Phone 01425 
837735 for more details. 

mailto:mark@fordingbridge.com


Contact:  Gail Newell or Marie Gray at  the Church Office  

The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge  SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163        e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com        www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CALLERS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

                   

This Week ………... 

16 April 2017 — Easter Sunday 

Monday 17th  Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Wednesday 19th  Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 2.00pm Funeral—late Mr Hotston Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Group—Church Fordingbridge 

Thursday 20th 7.30pm Bell ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 21st  Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

 6.20pm Choir practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 16th Apr 6.30am Sonrise Service—Cricket Pitch Hyde 

 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 9.00am Easter Communion Godshill 

 9.30am Easter Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Easter Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am Easter Communion—C of E Sandleheath 

 11.00am Easter Communion Breamore 

 2.30-6pm Gary’s 60th Birthday Party FB Church Hall 

 6.30pm Easter Evening Service Fordingbridge 

Sunday 23rd Apr 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Hale 

 10.45AM Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Morning Service & baptism Breamore 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 


