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3 Before Lent 

 

 

The gospel passage is clear, God asks, indeed demands our all.  

Material goods and money are but a part of what God wants.  He 

wants us to love & care for the destitute poor, for the hungry, for 

those bowed down and oppressed. We are to love all, even our 

enemies, & those who hate us because we believe in Jesus. If we 

do these things, there will be great rewards.  But be assured if 

you concentrate on building up riches, if you are full while others 

are hungry, if you do not walk with those who sorrow and are 

oppressed, and if you seek praise above others, you are not 

following what God wants. God is always calling us through 

Jesus’s example to empty ourselves in the service of others.  

Paul reminds us that the doctrine of the resurrection starts now, 

it invites people to join in providing care, compassion & justice 

for all, & especially the most vulnerable people in society.  This is 

what God demands of us, not just a part, sometimes, but all of us, 

all the time. The resurrection is for all who do God’s will.  Jesus 

shows us the way.  It is the reward which we strive for here, so 

that at the end of our earthly journey we having lived his way, 

and followed his teaching, may inherit that resurrection to 

eternal life.  

A prayer for this week: Lord Jesus help me that I may give my all 

to live God’s way.  
 

Ian Newman 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.   

If you need gluten free wafers at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  
 

Eternal God, 

your Son went among the crowds 

and brought healing with his touch: 

help us to show his love, 

in your church as we gather together, 

and by our lives as they are transformed  

into the image of Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 1  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,  

 Nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 

2. Their delight is in the law of the Lord,  

 And they meditate on his law day and night. 

 

3. They are like trees planted by streams of water,  

 Bearing fruit in due season,  

 

4. With leaves that do not wither;  

 Everything they do shall prosper. 

 

5. It is not so with the wicked: 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away; 

 

6. Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgement comes, 

  Nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
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A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 

The Resurrection of the Dead 

 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 

there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our 

proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15 We are even found 

to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—

whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are 

not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith 

is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have died in Christ have 

perished. 19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to 

be pitied.  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have died. 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

An acclamation heralds the Gospel, to which all reply:  

Alleluia, alleluia.  

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)     



 

 

Luke 6:17-26 

 

Jesus teaches and heals.  Blessings and woes 
 

17 He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 

disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of 

Tyre and Sidon. 18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and 

those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all in the crowd were 

trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.  20 Then he 

looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 

kingdom of God.  21 ‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.  

‘Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  22 ‘Blessed are you when people 

hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the 

Son of Man. 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in 

heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.  24 ‘But woe to you who 

are rich, for you have received your consolation.  25 ‘Woe to you who are full now, for 

you will be hungry.  ‘Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.  
26 ‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets. 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
  

 (c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Merciful Father, 

you gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life, 

that those who come to him should never hunger: 

draw us to the Lord in faith and love, 

that we may eat and drink with him 

at his table in the kingdom, 

where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.   

AMEN. 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :  Please send all requests for prayer to   
prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

GARY OUT & ABOUT  :  Monday,  Gary is at the Jigsaw Puzzle Festival 

during the day.  Wednesday,  Visiting in Hyde, and at the Hyde Out Cafe from 

11.30-12.30.  If there is anything you'd like to discuss with Gary, just turn up at 

the Cafe, or give him a ring and he'll arrange a time to call in, if possible.  Thursday,  

Staff Meeting, visiting and preparation, and Fordingbridge Ringers AGM in the evening. 

Friday,  hopes to be at the Coffee Morning at Woodgreen in the morning, and then 

some time preparing for Lent. 
 
 

ELECTORAL ROLLS : The Electoral Roll for each Parish (we have four in the AVP) 

has to be renewed every sixth year - including 2019 - this means that all names 

previously on the Roll are removed.   The Roll is the list of all of those people who are 

entitled to Vote at the Annual Parish Celebrations, and to be elected to PCCs, etc.  - 

you don't have to be on the roll to be a 'Member' of the Church, but it is the list of all 

of those who have chosen to sign up, and it is something we encourage everyone who 

belongs to the Church to do.   
 

If you are currently on the Roll (you can be on more than one) and we have a record 

of your email address, you will have been sent a form to complete - or you can pick 

one up in any of our Churches.   
 

Please note that if you do not complete a form, your name will not be on 

the Electoral Roll.  This all has to be done quite quickly in time for the Annual 

Parish Celebrations in March and April.  Thank you, Gary. 
 

JIGSAW PUZZLE FESTIVAL : Saturday 16th to Monday 18th February at St 

Mary’s Fordingbridge.   Don’t forget that the jigsaw puzzle festival is taking place 

this weekend—do come along between 10am and 4pm, there are hundreds of puzzles 

to buy!  Admission is £2 (including a £1 voucher and free return during the festival), 

children are free and light refreshments are available. 
 

VOCATIONS MORNING:   Is God calling you to something new? Interested in 

finding out about Ordination or Lay Ministries?  Which way now? Come and 

explore at a VOCATIONS MORNING on Saturday 9th March; St Mary’s Andover  

from 9.30am-12 or Saturday 6th April; St Mary’s Southampton from 9.30am-12.  Email 

Lynda.mumford@winchester.anglican.org for more information, or to let her know 

you would like to come. 
 

ST GILES FESTIVAL SERVICE : We would be pleased to have support for our 

second 'Festival' service at St Giles, Godshill.  This month we will be celebrating 

Fairtrade Fortnight with a guest speaker giving a short talk on the subject. There will 

also be a Traidcraft stall. 9:00am on Sunday 24 February. 
 

PANCAKE PARTY :   Come and join us for our Pancake Party!  Fun 

for everyone of every age, Tuesday 5th March from 5.30-6.30pm at 

St Mary's Church Hall, Church Street Fordingbridge, SP6 1BB No charge, No 

need to book.  For more information, please contact the Church Office: 

01425 653163  



 

CALLING ALL SEWERS  – we need your skills! Days for Girls (D4G) is an   

international charity working to empower women through health education and     

income generation opportunities.  Part of their work involves producing hygiene kits, 

including washable cloth sanitary pads to help girls who would otherwise miss their 

education.    

Inspired by Highcliffe’s D4G ‘Eve’ project, which has supplied hygiene kits to girls in 

our deanery link Diocese of Kinkiizi in South Western Uganda, we want to set-up    

another team of sewers in Fordingbridge,.  During March we will be promoting the 

project and appealing for volunteers with sewing machines to join us—we are calling 

AVP (Avon Valley Partnership) Sowers, but this may change if those involved go       

beyond our churches. Which would be wonderful! 

It is planned to hold some workshops for the core sewing team in April and to then 

roll out the project to include others who can help in so many ways with other tasks. 

It is NOT JUST sewers we need to produce the kits – card makers, tea makers and 

people to put the kits together etc are needed too! It will be a fun, sociable time    

together!  We hope this is something you will want to get involved with? Do look at 

the Days for Girls Website www.daysforgirls.org  

Or call/email us for details:  Irene Canton: irenecanton@hotmail.co.uk; Sarah Perrelle: 

01425 291397 or  Rev Nicky Davies: 07931 413629. 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER :  The World Day of Prayer (led by women) will be 

held this year on Friday, 1st. March at 2.00pm at the United Reform Church,        

Fordingbridge.  The service is composed by the women of Slovenia and tells us about 

their past challenges and hopes for the future.  See you there. 
 

CONCERT AT ST MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE : “ Rejoice in the Lord” with 

the Nota Bene Singers on Sunday, 3rd March at 5.00 p.m. Supper in the Church Hall 

afterwards. Tickets £10. Concert only £5. To book please contact Helen Tague 01425 

655462 or email thetagues@fordingbridge.com  
 

ECO DIOCESE AWARD :  Last month Bishop Tim received a Bronze Eco        

Diocese Award from Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK. We are only the fourth      

Diocese to achieve this. A huge thank you went out to all the parishes who are     

either working towards an Eco Church Award or have obtained one as we have at St 

Boniface Church in Woodgreen. Without the amazing work at a local level this     

Diocesan Award would not have been possible. Please continue to push forward 

with Eco Church... Bishop Tim is very keen we obtain the Silver Award as soon as 

we can! For help to achieve this contact Rev Nicky 07931 413629. 
 

FAIR TRADE MORNING :  Come and join us on Saturday 9 March, 10am to 

12noon at the Salvation Army Hall, Fordingbridge to celebrate Fair Trade Fortnight.  

Hot drinks, cookies, homemade cakes, crafts, food and chocolates for sale.            

Gingerbread men to decorate!  Organised by the Fair Traders of the Avon Valley 
 

LEGO AMNESTY! :  We are currently collecting Lego, if anyone has any they 

would like to donate, please drop it off at the Church Office.  Many thanks. 

mailto:irenecanton@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:thetagues@fordingbridge.com


REFLECTION :    
How lucky we are to have the charities and the foreign reporters telling us what is 

happening in the world especially where bombs and bullets are flying around.  Amnesty 

tells us one story amongst thousands – Buthaina was five years old when her life came 

crashing down.  A Saudi- led airstrike hit a cluster of houses in Sana’a, ripping apart 

Buthaina’s home and killing her parents and her five brothers and sisters in one fell 

swoop.  She is being cared for by her uncle.  We ask ourselves ‘what kind of sorrow 

and pain can this child be feeling in her heart?’  Amnesty International tells us that 

right now in Yemen, children are still being killed and injured – and the UK 

Government is still supplying weapons which are being used in the shameful bloodshed 

of Yemen civilians. 
 

We give thanks to all who risk their lives giving help and comfort to those in such 

need and bringing news to us so that we can participate with our prayers knowing that 

every person in the world is included in God’s family.  He is ever present.  
 

Daphne Himmel 

 

ST BONIFACE, WOODGREEN :  Room at the Inn, our pop-up pub is back again 

during February—Fridays 6pm to 11pm and Saturdays 12pm to 2.30pm.  Licenced 

and selling wine, ciders and local beers—come and raise a glass!  We raised over 

£800 during December for church funds. 
 

CAN YOU HELP AT BOOST? :  We are privileged to welcome more and more 

families at Boost After-School Club in Fordingbridge once a month on a Thursday   

afternoon. This means we need more helpers!  If you, or anyone you know, would like 

to help from 3.45 to 5.30pm please contact Jo, the  families worker at  families@avp-

benefice.org.uk or 07515 533685.  Thank you.   
 

 

TOFSS  (Too Old  For  Sunday  School)   plan to meet on Tuesday 26 February 

at 10am at 15 Provost Street, to have some coffee, watch a dvd, discuss what we have 

seen, and to pray.  All welcome.  Want to know more?  Speak to John and Pat    

Bloomfield (837735). 
 

MICHAELMAS GROUP :  Our next meeting is on Tuesday 19th February at the 

Methodist Church Hall in Fordingbridge at 7.30pm.  Jo Heath will be talking about 

her role as our Youth, Children and Families Development Worker.  All are welcome. 
 

FOUNDATION FOR SOCIAL CHANGE AND INCLUSION : FSCI (formerly 

part of Trussell Trust) is holding a concert to celebrate the Bulgarian organisation’s 

10th birthday.  Thanks in no small part to local churches, who have supported them 

through the Christmas box appeal and other various ways, FSCI has been able to 

work with hundreds and thousands of the most vulnerable people in Bulgaria and the 

Balkans over the last decade.   You are invited to join them on March 2nd at St Paul’s 

Church, Salisbury for an evening free entertainment (music and stories).  For a free 

ticket, call Rich Parsons on 01722 580192 or email rich.parsons@fscinet.org 
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Monday 18 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10-4pm Jigsaw Festival  Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 19 9.15am Alpha Course, The Vicarage Hyde 

 7.00pm Alpha Course, The Vicarage Hyde 

Wednesday 20 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Bible Study, Heather Cottage Rockford Common 

 10.00am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

Thursday 21 7.30pm Bell Ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 22 10.30am Fairtrade Coffee Morning Woodgreen 

 6.20pm Choir practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 17 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

January 8.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 9.30am Café Church Communion,  

Church Hall 
Fordingbridge 

 10-4pm Jigsaw Festival Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Hale 

 10.00am Worship for All Hyde 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Holy Communion Breamore 

 4.00pm Baptism meeting in Church Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

Contact : Jackie Garratt or Gail Newell,  Church Office, The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163               e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

Sunday 24 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

February 9.00am Morning Service, Fairtrade Godshill 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Fairtrade Café Service Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 


