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PARTNERS  
weekly newsletter 

We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.  God Bless 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song for He has done marvellous 

things…. This is the first line from today’s set Psalm 98. 
 

I wonder how often, if at all, you use the Psalms as a source of  

reflection and for praise? 
 

I really like the psalms as they are real, nitty-gritty stuff. The book 

of 150 psalms has been at the centre of Jewish and Christian   

worship for over 2,000 years, though individual psalms have been 

used in worship for much longer.  When we pray the words of the 

psalms we are joining with those millions of Jews and Christians 

who have gone before us. 
 

In her book Psalms Redux, Carla Grolsh-Miller reimagines the 

words of the psalms and brings them to life in a wonderful way. 

She said it deepened her prayer life. This could be a good exercise 

for us too? 
 

Here is a section of her imagining of today’s psalm 98: 

Sing aloud for joy! Conjure magnificent melodies! Create        

metaphoric metaphors!  
 

Use everything to hand… the Power within and beyond, the  

Presence throughout, the Wonder and the Glory, call for nothing 

less than the full expression of all that we are and all that we 

have. 
 

There is no place on earth or in the heavens that has not been 

soaked in, tickled or teased by Divine Love… 
 

Amen to that. 
Rev Nicky Davies 



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  
 

Heavenly Lord, 

you long for the world’s salvation: 

stir us from apathy, 

restrain us from excess 

and revive in us new hope 

that all creation will one day be healed 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 98 (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1.  Sing to the Lord a new song, 

 for he has done marvellous things. 
 

2.  His own right hand and his holy arm 

 have won for him the victory. 
 

3.  The Lord has made known his salvation; 

 his deliverance has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
 

4.  He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness  

 towards the house of Israel, 

 and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 

5.  Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth; 

 break into singing and make music. 
 

6.  Make music to the Lord with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the voice of melody. 
 

7.  With trumpets and the sound of the horn  

 sound praises before the Lord, the King. 
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8.  Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, 

 the world and all that dwell upon it. 
 

9.  Let the rivers clap their hands 

 and let the hills ring out together before the Lord, 

 for he comes to judge the earth. 
 

10.  In righteousness shall he judge the world 

 and the peoples with equity. 
 

A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians 
 

II Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 

Paul encourages the Christians at Thessalonica to take a responsible attitude to the 

life of their community. 
 

6 Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 

tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought 

to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat 

anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour we worked night 

and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do 

not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even 

when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work 

should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere 

busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we command and 

exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 

living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                          (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
 



 

Luke 21:5-19 
 

Jesus warns that following him will not be easy – he encourages his followers to be 

faithful. 
 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 

stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, 6 ‘As for these things that you see, 

the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 

thrown down.’ 7 They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the 

sign that this is about to take place?’ 8 And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led 

astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” 

Do not go after them. 9 ‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be 

terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow 

immediately.’ 10 Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines 

and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
12 ‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 

you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 

governors because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So 

make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; 15 for I will give you 

words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 

contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and 

friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because 

of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you 

will gain your souls. 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Gracious Lord, 

in this holy sacrament 

you give substance to our hope: 

bring us at the last 

to that fullness of life for which we long; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

AMEN. 

 



GARY OUT & ABOUT :  Monday,  AVP Youth & Community Trustees 

Meeting in the morning, and Hale's Angels'  Supper in the evening.  Tuesday, 

Benefice of the Future Day in Old Alresford all day, Fordingbridge PCC in the 

evening.  Wednesday, Meeting at lunchtime, Breamore Years 5/6 to Church in the 

afternoon, Hyde Men's Group in the evening.  Thursday, Staff Communion and 

Meeting in the morning, 'Story & Song' at Fordingbridge Nursery at lunchtime, 

Messy Church at Fordingbridge in the afternoon, then in the evening Staff Meeting & 

Meal.  Friday, Deanery Standing Committee in the morning, and leading Evensong in 

Winchester Cathedral in the afternoon - if anyone would like to come, they would 

be welcome to a lift.  Saturday, Wedding interviews in the morning, BCM (Bishop's 

Commission for Mission) Meeting at lunchtime, and 'Thrush Green' at Fordingbridge 

in the evening. 
 

THANK YOU FROM JO HEATH : thank you for all the lovely emails, support, 

prayers, care and love which has helped me through such a difficult time.  Looking 

forward to seeing you all again soon as normal. Jo 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE RECYCLING SHED : Fordingbridge PCC are pleased to 

announce they have been able to provide a place for the first Recycling Shed in 

Fordingbridge—on the car park entrance side of the Church Hall. The shed,  

operated by Fordingbridge Greener Living, will be blessed at the end of the 9.30am 

service today.  The shed will be officially opened by the Mayor.  Do come along and 

see the items which the shed can accept for recycling:  We wish the Fordingbridge 

Greener Living group success is this environmental imitative. Fordingbridge PCC are 

committed to playing its part in being an environmental focused church.   
 

‘JESUS CHRIST THE APPLE TREE’ : Sunday 24th November at 4pm at St 

Mary’s Church, Hale. A concert of music looking forward through Advent to 

Christmas. Church and paths lit for a festival concert by candlelight. The Hale 

Ensemble (directed by Canon Gary Philbrick) will perform a varied programme 

including Byrd, Ord, Praetorius, Vaughan Williams and congregational carols.  Hales 

Angels will also sing. The the concert will be followed by seasonal refreshments.  In 

aid of Church Funds/Trussell Trust. Tickets £10 (Concessions £5, Children £3) from 

Church Office, Woodgreen Village Shop or Revd Nicky Davies 07931 413629.  
 

ADVENT TEA :  Come and enjoy afternoon tea before the Advent Carol     

Service on Sunday, 1st December. Sandwiches, scones, cakes, tea/coffee all for 

£6.00/children 10 & under £3. St. Mary’s Church Hall from 4.00-6.00pm.  Tickets 

from Helen Tague 01425 655462 or email - thetagues@fordingbridge.com 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :   Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If you feel able to commit to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

mailto:thetagues@fordingbridge.com


 

 

BCMs (Bishop's Commission for Mission) in Evangelism, Youth and Families, 

Pastoral and Prayer Champions : BCMs aim to equip lay people for ministry in 

their Parishes in various ways. Candidates will need to attend all sessions to  

complete their BCM programme.  For all BCMs there is an Opening Session,   

Saturday, January 18th, Winchester, 10-4.00 and a closing session on Sunday 29th 

March in the afternoon.  In between are six weekly sessions, either morning,      

afternoon or evening - see the website for details (www.winchester.anglican.org/

events/category/BCM-training/).  If you want to find out more, ask on of the   

Ministry Team. (We are also hoping to be able to have a local BCM Worship in the 

New Year). 
 

HYDE CHRISTMAS FAIR :  Hyde Memorial Village Hall on Saturday 30th      

November from 11am to 2pm. Refreshments, face painting, books, gifts, tombola, 

toys, cakes, cards and Fairtrade. 
 

 

KINKIIZI Christmas Cards to order: Christmas Cards featuring Kinkiizi      

children’s drawings are available to order until 30 November (£5 for pack of 10). 

Contact Judith Dowsett 01425 650335/j.dowsett7@btinternet.com or Revd Nicky 

Davies 07931 413629/nickyd@avp-benefice.org.uk.  All proceeds to Kinkiizi.  
 

SHOEBOXES :  Tuesday, 19 November - 18 College Street, Salisbury.  A group of 

Michaelmas members will be shoebox sorting and filling, leaving Fordingbridge 

around 6.15pm.  If you would like to join us you would be very  welcome. If you 

have a shoebox you would like us to take let me know. If you have any goodies-hats, 

gloves, scarves, toothpaste, toothbrushes are needed. Thank you. Contact Helen 

Tague 01425 655462 or  email thetagues@fordingbridge.com 
 

TEARFUND SPEAKER AT HYDE :  On Sunday 24th November there will be a 

special service at Hyde with a speaker from Tearfund (Trevor Guymer).  He will 

preach and afterwards will show some film in the Church Centre and answer    

questions before a Bring and Share lunch.  All welcome. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL : Do join us as the lights are lit on our        

community Christmas Trees at 6.30pm on Friday 6th December in St Boniface 

Church, Woodgreen. Come and enjoy mince pies, mulled wine, carol singing and see 

the fantastic array of trees on show this year. Details from Rev Nicky: 07931 413629.  
 

ST MARY'S, FORDINGBRIDGE - congregational meeting - Wednesday,    

December 4th, 7.00-8.30pm, Church Hall: Everyone is invited to view and comment on 

the plans for the restoration/renewal of the Church and Hall, using the Lillington 

Legacy, grants and fundraising. Our architect will be with there to explain and hear 

comments. If you'd like a lift, please ask. Gary, on behalf of the PCC. 
 
 

TOFSS (Too Old for Sunday School):  next meetings will be at 10.45am on 

Thursdays 21 November and 19 December.  We usually finish about 12 noon. A 

short film, discussion and prayers.  At 15 Provost Street.  Coffee and biscuits.  All 

welcome.  John and Pat Bloomfield (837735). 
 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/events/category/BCM-training/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/events/category/BCM-training/
mailto:j.dowsett7@btinternet.com
mailto:nickyd@avp-benefice.org.uk
mailto:thetagues@fordingbridge.com


REFLECTION :  Ever Shining Light 

Some days it seems the whole world  /  is tilting the wrong way, it might be up 

but I am somehow down, and right is  /  always somewhere else against my  

wrong,  and then You must remind me that  /  within me burns an ever shining 

light  /  which no night or stumbling down  /  can ever fully  smite. 
 

Meister Eckhart’s poem exactly describes how we feel sometimes – a familiar 

saying is  ‘I can’t do right for doing wrong!’  It is very comforting to remember the 

‘ever shining light’   But sometimes - particularly with young people and those 

who suffer a series of disasters which for instance leave them homeless  it can get 

totally lost - ‘What if I am depressed or in the wrong?’ I might as well stay like this 

it will only happen again and again.’  This sad attitude leads young people into 

more and trouble. We can share the Shining Light by our understanding and 

compassion with those who have given up often just by remembering and being 

alongside them and remembering that God’s ever loving presence is within  

everyone without exception.  
 

Daphne Himmel 
 

 

 

ALTERNATIVE SERVICE :  An alternative service of wholeness and healing (with 

prayers for anointing) is taking place at 6pm today in St Mary’s Church Hall.  A bitter-

sweet symphony - honey and lemon themed…   intrigued?  All are welcome! 
 

SIGN the petition/sign a postcard:  Traidcraft Exchange, the charity arm of  

Traidcraft Fairtrade products, have a campaign called ‘Stop Rolling Out the Red   

Carpet.’ They are drawing attention to cases where large companies protect their 

profits at the expense of people in the developing world and the vulnerable are most 

affected, see https://traidcraftexchange.org/red-carpet-courts). They are asking    

people to sign a petition to the British government to exclude ISDS (investor-state 

dispute settlements) from UK trade and investment policy post Brexit. Ask your 

Church Traidcraft rep for details and a postcard or speak to Rev Nicky on 07931 

413629. 
 

MEN’S GROUP PRACTICES : Practices continue on Tuesday, November 19th 

from 7-8 pm in St Mary’s Church Fordingbridge in preparation for Christmas events. 

I look forward to seeing you all then. Thank you, Barry. 
 

DAYS FOR GIRLS UPDATE :  The Fordingbridge Team will be running a    

Tombola fundraising and information stall in the Avonway Centre Annexe, Saturday 

30th November (Christmas Lights event). We are hoping to offer small prizes such 

as children’s toys, colouring books, homemade food items, toiletries etc. as well as 

a few bigger ticket items. If you are able to donate a prize items can be left in St. 

Mary’s Church Foodbank trolley and will be very well received. If you would like 

to hear the recent local radio feature about the project search Tim Daykin 

3/11/19.  Sarah Perrelle 01425 291397 or  Rev Nicky Davies 07931 493629. 

https://traidcraftexchange.org/red-carpet-courts
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Monday 18 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Tues 19 10.00am Coffee Morning Sandleheath 

Weds 20 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Bible Study, Heather Cottage Rockford Common 

 10.00am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 7.00pm Hyde Men’s Group, Royal Oak Pub North Gorley 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop In Fordingbridge 

Thur 21 3.30pm Messy Church Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Bellringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 22 9.30am Workout and Worship, Church Hall Fordingbridge 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 17 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

November 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Taize Morning Service Hale 

 10.45am Holy Communion—C of E Sandleheath 

 11.00am School Service-Bring a Pet Breamore 

 3.30pm Thanksgiving for the departed Hyde 

 4.00pm Baptism meeting—Rectory Fordingbridge 

 6.00pm Sanctus (in church hall) Fordingbridge 

Sunday 24 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

November 
9.30am 

Holy Communion with       

Tearfund speaker & B&S lunch Hyde 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 11.30am Baptism Fordingbridge 

 
6.30pm 

Pre-Advent Compline and    

Address 
Fordingbridge 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe,  Church Office, Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163                e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 


