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PARTNERS  
weekly newsletter 

We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.  God Bless 

 

 

 

This week we witness Jesus on a recruitment drive. He    

gathered  “an unusual set of people with different skills and 

backgrounds” (to quote Dominic Cummins recently). I don’t 

think there were job interviews and he certainly didn’t subject 

the candidates to psychometric tests or pit them against each 

other for several weeks to see who would come out on top 

having tried their best to screw over everyone else. He wasn’t 

after the best or the brightest – he was just after people who 

had just an inkling of understanding and who were prepared 

to be loyal to him. He didn’t do too badly, 11 out of 12 with 

another one who slipped up three times in quick succession 

but whose heart was in the right place, although I suspect 

every one messed up spectacularly along the way, some of 

which we are told about.  

 

The point was – and still is, Jesus was prepared to take what 

was on offer and work with it, forgive just about anything and 

take the punishment himself when everything went wrong   

despite being innocent and utterly right. Which still means 

that everyone who is willing to offer themselves will be       

accepted, “You’re hired!”  (to misquote Lord Sugar). 
 

 

Mark Ward 



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

 

COLLECT:  
 

Eternal Lord, 

our beginning and our end: 

bring us with the whole creation 

to your glory, hidden through past ages 

and made known 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 40:1-11  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1.  I waited patiently for the Lord; 

 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
 

2.  He brought me out of the roaring pit, out of the mire and clay; 

 he set my feet upon a rock and made my footing sure. 
 

3. He has put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 

 many shall see and fear and put their trust in the Lord. 
 

4.  Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, 

 who does not turn to the proud that follow a lie. 
 

5.  Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God. 

  How great your designs for us! 

 There is none that can be compared with you. 
 

6.  If I were to proclaim them and tell of them 

 they would be more than I am able to express. 
 

7.  Sacrifice and offering you do not desire 

 but my ears you have opened; 
 

8.  Burnt offering and sacrifice for sin you have not required, 

 then said I ‘Lo, I come. 
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9.  ‘In the scroll of the book it is written of me that I should do your will,  

  O my God; 

 I delight to do it: your law is within my heart.’ 
 
 

10.  I have declared your righteousness in the great congregation; 

 behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, you know. 
 

11.  Your righteousness I have not hidden in my heart; 
  I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

 I have not concealed your loving-kindness and truth 

  from the great congregation. 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians            
 

I Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

Christians are equipped by God for the task to which they are called. 
 

1 From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 

brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in 

every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 

ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been 

enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind - 6 just as the 

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you - 7 so that you are not 

lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by him you were called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
 

 



 

       John 1:29-42 
 

John the Baptist points to Jesus as the one sent by God. 
 

29 John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, “After 

me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” 31 I myself 

did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might 

be revealed to Israel.’ 32 And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the 

one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the 

Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34 And I 

myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 35 The next day 

John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk 

by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two disciples heard him 

say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 

said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which 

translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 39 He said to them, ‘Come and 

see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that 

day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John 

speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his 

brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated 

Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are 

Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter) 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

God of glory, 

you nourish us with your Word 

who is the bread of life: 

fill us with your Holy Spirit 

that through us the light of your glory 

may shine in all the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

AMEN. 

 



GARY OUT & ABOUT :   Sunday, at Hyde for Service, and discussion 

afterwards about the Worship Review.  Monday 20th - Assembly at Hale 

School in the afternoon, Evensong at the Cathedral at 5.30, and AVC 

Coordinating Group in the evening. Wednesday 22nd, Communion at Frogham 

Chapel in the morning, Ministers' Lunch at Alderholt, Music & Arts Festival 

Planning Meeting in the evening. Thursday 23rd, Hyde School Service in the 

morning, 'Story & Song' at Fordingbridge Nursery, followed by assembly at 

Breamore School  in the afternoon, and Alpha Group in the evening.  Friday 24th, 

Meeting in Winchester in the afternoon, followed by leading Evensong in the 

Cathedral (if anyone would like to come for an afternoon in Winchester, Gary will 

be leaving about 1.00, and returning at 7.00). 
 

DEANERY SYNOD : at Fordingbridge, Wednesday, February 12th.  We are 

hosting the Deanery Synod, which is an Open Meeting, particularly focussing on 

lay training, BCMs, etc.  All welcome.  Would anyone like to help with 

refreshments at 7.00?  Speak to Gary/Mark.  Thanks. 
 

CONNECT GROUP :  All are welcome to join our ‘Connect Group’ which 

continues at 9am on Tuesday 28th January at The Vicarage, Frogham Hill.   We are 

beginning a brand-new film series exploring the book of Philippians with Jo 

Saxton.  Through Paul's words and example, we hope to learn how joy and 

sacrifice can go hand-in-hand.  Our group meets straight after the school run until 

about 10.30am on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. (Heidi and Mike) 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY : The United Service 

(where we will be joined by other churches in Fordingbridge) will be taking place 

on Sunday 26th January at 10.30am at St Mary’s Fordingbridge.  All are welcome 

to the service which will be followed by refreshments.  (This will be the only mid

– morning service in the Benefice) 
 

For 2020, we have moved the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity daily/mid week prayers 

in our Churches to the end of May – during ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, when the days are 

longer/the evenings lighter. Instead, we are encouraging people to pray in their homes, or 

in small groups, using the material available from your Church, or downloadable from: 

https://ctbi.org.uk/resources-for-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2020/  
 

SP6 FRIENDSHIP GROUP :  Helen Tague has booked seats for the Playhouse 

to see Shirley Valentine on 27th February at 2.15pm.  The tickets are £17 

(transport is organised).  If you would like to join us on the trip, please let me 

know. Kate (01425 540669 or 07770944054). 
 

KEBLE CHOIR — Saturday 1st February at 6pm : Keble Choir (conducted 

by Gary) will once again be coming to celebrate Candlemas (the Feast of         

Presentation). Sung Communion in St Mary’s Fordingbridge followed by Compline 

by candlelight at 9pm at St Mary’s Hale.  All welcome.   

 

 



 

 

 

ALPHA BITESIZE :  We need 3 cooks and 3 helpers. The cooks are asked to 

cook and serve a simple dish of their choice such as Shepherd’s Pie, Lasagne or 

Curry. The helpers are asked to help set up the hall, help with serving and wash 

the dishes. Arriving at 6.30pm, welcome the guests, serve and clear up after the 

meal and prepare the coffee trays. Finish 8.00pm. If anyone can help on either the 

6th, 13th or 20th February please let Kate know (01425 540 669 or 07770944054)  
 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE – 8th February : We are running 

our successful Marriage Preparation days with the Ringwood Benefice at St Mary’s 

Church/Church Hall on the 8th February. We are also inviting couples who were 

married in the Benefice last year to join us for breakfast and meet the couples 

who are getting married this year.  Thus the plea for help. 
 

Firstly :  being a prayer partner for one of the couples (please see last week’s 

Partners for full details or contact Kate  on 01425 540 669 or 07770944054) and 

she will explain it in more detail.  
 

Secondly :  – we need help with catering on the 8th February as follows : 

Breakfast     8.30am-10.00am serving and clearing away   

     continental breakfast (St Mary’s Church Hall) 

Registration Coffee  9.15am -10.00am serving welcome coffee  

     (St Mary’s Church) 

Morning Coffee   11.15am coffee (St Mary’s Church) 

Lunch    12.md – 2.00pm preparing, serving and clearing away a 

     soup and pud lunch. 
 

It would be amazing if someone could oversee the catering so please contact Kate 

(01425 540 669 or 07770944054) if you feel that you could help with that.     

However we also need people to serve breakfast and coffee, and to make soups 

and puddings and help clear away. This is a fantastic initiative which demonstrates 

God’s abundant love in such an easy and wonderful way. If you can help in any way 

on this day please contact Kate Wilson (01425 540 669 or 07770944054)  

HELP - WE NEED SOMEBODY(IES)!!!! 

TRIBUTE THE BEATLES 
 

 

FLOWERS in memory or celebration : St Mary’s Fordingbridge.  The wall 

chart is at the back of church for 2020.  The donation towards flowers remains at 

£20.   Please fill in your name & telephone number for your preferred date.  Any 

queries please contact Helen Tague 01425 655462.  
 

FRIENDS OF FORDINGBRIDGE MUSEUM : hold their Soup and Pud 

Lunch on Saturday 25th January in St Mary’s Church Hall from 12noon—2.00 pm. 

Tickets, £6.50 in advance from the Fordingbridge Bookshop or on the door.  



REFLECTION : This week’s readings are from Genesis - the stories of 

Creation which can always arouse our imagination.   As usual we are only now 

finding out that our understanding was wrong! As a result of our 

misunderstanding of the word ‘dominion’ we are now facing a climate crisis.  The 

Old Testament Prophets might be saying that the fires and floods are God telling 

us ‘you have forsaken Me.’  As Twentieth Century people we might  imagine God 

showing us the way to re-visit the creation stories with more understanding  - 

‘Dominion’ does not mean domination but  taking care of all that God has 

created.  Our wellbeing depends on nature and animals as theirs does on us.  

Rev’d Angela Tilby  tells us   “The key to getting the balance right is in the ‘Sabbath 

principle’.   Created beings need to rest, the earth needs to rest from human 

activity”   Have we lost the art of resting and maybe created a world of non-stop 

activity? 

We Light a candle and ponder -  “This principle of rest is not an option, it is an 

essential part of the balance of creation”.(Rev’d Angela Tilby) 

                                                               Daphne Himmel 

 

STORIES ON THE STREET :  is a creative approach to church/community  

engagement and is suitable for anyone who has the passion for and/or who is    

currently involved in church and community engagement.  There are six sessions, 

being held on : Wednesdays:  March 4th, April 22nd, May 20th, June 24th, July 22nd, 

Sept 16th, 5.45-9.00, including food (plus preparation evening Thursday, February 13th, 

6.00-9.00.)  Full details are on posters in each Church and on the website.  Please 

let us know you would like to apply for the course (there is a limit on    

places): gail.newell@avp-benefice.org.uk or 01425 839622.  
 

FAIR TRADE  logos and labels : If you purchase any Fair trade goods with the 

distinctive logo, would you mind cutting  the logo off or removing the whole label 

and putting it in the white box in the Foodbank trolley in St Mary's Ford-

ingbridge?  The Fair Trade team are collecting logos and labels for our Children's 

Activity, to be held as part of our Fair trade celebration on February 29th.  Thanks.  
 

HOLIDAY PLANS AND DATES  :  As you may know, we have three church 

holidays in the pipeline.  At the moment we have vacancies as follows .. 

Oberammergau in May, 2 places.   Harrogate in September,  4 places 

Holy Land  in May 2021, 5 places.   Enquiries to me asap please – 01425 471490, 

jer.178@tiscali.co.uk We’d love to have you with us!   Michael Anderson 
 

PRAYERS FOR PEACE : Febuary 4th, 2.30pm at Slate Cottage 27, Bridge Street. 

For further information phone  01425 655505 
 

OPEN SPACE  : Febuary 22nd at Slate Cottage, 27 Bridge Street,   This will be a 

planning meeting for the year. If anyone has an idea of a topic for discussion please 

either come to the meeting or phone  01425 655505 

mailto:jer.178@tiscali.co.uk


This Week 

19th January 2020 — 2nd Sunday of  Epiphany 

Sunday 19 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

January 9.00am Morning Service—Unity Week 

Prayers 
Godshill 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Morning Service Hale 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Holy Communion Breamore 

 4.00pm Baptism Meeting in Church Fordingbridge 

 6.00pm Sanctus Fordingbridge 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :   Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and 

wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe,  Church Office, Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163                e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

Mon 20 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Weds 22 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Informal Holy Communion Frogham Chapel 

Thur 23 7.00pm Alpha, Church Hall Fordingbrige 

 7.30pm Bell Ringing Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Bible Study, Seagry Lawn Hyde 

Fri 24 9.30am Workout and Worship, Church Hall Fordingbridge 

 2.00pm Thanksgiving service—late Julia Hill Hyde 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 26 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

January 10.30am Unity Week Service Fordingbridge 

  (no other morning services)  

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 


