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“I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another.”  John 13:34. 

This most simple-sounding commandment is probably the most 

difficult to carry out. When we think of the forgiveness and 

generosity of others, perhaps someone like Corrie ten Boom, 

we may feel that we could never match such love in action. 

Corrie, the author of The Hiding Place, recalled forgiving a 

guard from the WWII concentration camp where her sister had 

died. In such situations it seems impossible to forgive. However, 

it is important to remember that this kind of love and 

forgiveness does not come naturally to most people… It is a 

gift from God.  
 

Paying close attention to the Word of the Lord can have 

remarkable results. The ability to love without self-regard is a 

very radical call. But it is made possible by the gift of 

supernatural grace from God. Our present society would often 

have us to believe that it is easy to love. But that is a different 

brand of love from Jesus’.  
 

To love like Christ is to surrender the needs and desires of the 

self to ensure that those of others are met, regardless of 

whether or not they are deemed ‘worthy’. Knowing all the time 

that we too are precious to God, in spite of our own failings, is 

to know that we are a gift worth giving. This is the challenge of 

today’s Gospel, both simple and profound. It is as fresh a call as 

it was when it came from the lips of Jesus: “Love one another… 

just as I have loved you.” And knowing that he walks alongside 

us as we do his will.  
 

Amen.      Rev. Mike Trotman 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

 

COLLECT:  

 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 148:1-6  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1 Alleluia.  Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

 praise him in the heights. 

 

2 Praise him, all you his angels;  

 praise him, all his host. 

 

3 Praise him, sun and moon;  

 praise him, all you stars of light. 

 

4 Praise him, heaven of heavens,  

 and you waters above the heavens. 

 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord;  

 for he commanded and they were created. 

 

6 He made them fast for ever and ever;  

 he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 

 

19th May 2019 — Easter 5 



 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Acts 11:1-18 

 

Peter explains why he has been preaching to Gentiles. 

 

1 The apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 

also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 

circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised 

men and eat with them?’ 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 

saying, 5 ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 

was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by 

its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-

footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a 

voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, “By no means, 

Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a 

second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you 

must not call profane.” 10 This happened three times; then everything was 

pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from 

Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with 

them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers 

also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he 

had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring 

Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your 

entire household will be saved.” 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell 

upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the 

word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he 

gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 

hinder God?’ 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised 

God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that 

leads to life.’  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

 



 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 

 

 John 13:31-35 

 

Jesus gives his followers the commandment to love. 

 
31 During the supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man 

has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified 

in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little 

children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to 

the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you 

a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.’ 

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

Eternal God, 

your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, 

to rejoice in his truth, 

and to share his risen life; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :  Please send all requests for prayer to   
prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

GARY OUT & ABOUT :  Sunday,  Attending a special Evensong at 

Winchester Cathedral, at which the bellringers who died in IWW will be 

commemorated.  There are spaces in the car if anyone would like to go.   

Monday, Hyde School governors in the early evening, followed by Fordingbridge 

PCC.   Tuesday, Deanery Meeting with Diocesan Children's and Families Adviser 

during the day.  Cathedral Evensong and ATC in the evening.   Wednesday, 

Communion at Fordingbridge in the morning, followed by Benefice of the Future 

Lunch Meeting, and Breamore School Years R/1 at Church in the afternoon.  Hyde 

Men's Group in the evening. Thursday, Hyde School Service in the morning, Hale 

School assembly at lunchtime, Breamore School Governors in the afternoon, Staff 

Meal in the evening.  Friday, away for a few days helping family move by looking 

after grandchildren! 
 

THY KINGDOM COME: The Archbishops have asked us once again to make 

the 10 days between Ascension Day (May 30th) and Pentecost (June 9th) a special 

time of prayer.  As well as praying during our Sunday Worship, there will be 

prayers each day as follows  :  
 

Thursday 30th May 7.00pm Patronal Festival Communion, Holy Ascension, Hyde 

Friday 31st May  10.00am at St Boniface, Woodgreen,  before Coffee Morning 

Monday 3rd June 9.00am at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 4th June 9.45am at Sandleheath Uniting Church, before Coffee  

    Morning 

Wednesday 5th June 10.30am, Communion at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Thursday 6th June 9.00am Informal Communion at The Church Office, 39  

    Salisbury Street,  Fordingbridge 

    7.00pm at Fordingbridge Church Hall (nb change of  

    venue)  followed by  Joint PCC Meeting 

Friday 7th June  9.00am at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Sunday 9th June 4.00pm at the Christchurch Deanery Celebration Service at 

    St Peter and St Paul, Market Square, Ringwood  BH24 1AW 
 

JOINT PCC MEETING, Fordingbridge Church Hall (nb change of venue) 

Thursday, June 6th, 7.00p.m. – The four PCCs of the Partnership will be meeting, 

but this is an OPEN MEETING, and all are welcome.  We will begin with ‘Thy 

Kingdom Come’ Prayers (see details above), followed by discussions about PCCs, 

simplification of our structures, our plans for the coming years, and our proposed 

new logo and branding will be revealed!  do come if you can, Gary. 
 

PARTNERS :  Due to staff holiday,  the deadline for the 26 May, 2 and 9 

June editions of Partners will be 9am on Wednesday 22 May.  Please ensure 

that any notices are sent to the Church Office are sent by this deadline to 

ensure entry. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE :  will be closed on Friday 24 May. 
 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org


 

 

OPEN THE BOOK :  We have started Open the Book storytelling in schools 

and if anyone is interested in getting involved, there is a training course 

(organised by the Diocese) on Thursday 23rd May, 10am to 3pm at St Anne’s 

Church, Cooks Lane,  Calmore.  Contact Jo Heath if you are interested, via email  

at families@avp-benefice.org.uk or 07515533685  
 

FORDINGBRIDGE CULTURE WEEK : May 29th-June 7th.  Fordingbridge 

Events Group have organised a Culture Week; bringing together many local    

artists, choirs, schools and community groups to showcase artistic talent. 

Throughout the week, there series of events and workshops for all ages - and by 

all ages.  Visit www.fordingbridgeevents.com for full details.  There are a mixture 

of free and paid-for events, some of which are : 
 

Saturday 1st June at 7.30pm ‘Double Delights’ Concertos is taking place at    

Fordingbridge.  FREE entry - Retiring Donation (£15 suggested) in aid of church 

funds/ defray expenses.  

Friday, June 7th,  Fordingbridge Junior School Concert in St Mary's, Fordingbridge, 

at 1.30pm.  

During the week  - Artwork from Burgate School on display in Fordingbridge 

Church during the week. 
 

MICHAELMAS and MOTHERS' UNION :  our annual joint meeting will 

take place on Tuesday 21st May at 7.30pm in Fordingbridge Methodist Church 

Hall.  Pam Edmund will direct an evening of play-reading - a chance for aspiring 

thespians to shine! 
 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH COFFEE MORNING : all are welcome Thursday 

30th May, 10.30am to 12noon at Ambridge, Whitsbury Road, Fordingbridge.  

There will be tea/coffee and cake, raffle, plant stall and Mike Ireland will be    

playing the guitar.  Limited parking so please car share if possible.  Ann Pye. 
 

HYDE MOTHER’S UNION :  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 21st May, 

when our speaker will be Heidi Trotman.  Her talk is called "Rediscovering my 

calling". Do come and join us in the Church Community Centre at 7.30pm. You 

will be most welcome. 
 

BIG BREKKIE: Sunday 19th May, 9.30 am at Hyde Memorial Hall followed by 

Community Service at 10.30 am. The speaker will be Suzanne Hodnett from 

Christian Aid. 
 

HYDE MENS GROUP: Wednesday 22nd May at 7pm for 7.30 pm at the Royal 

Oak, Gorley. The speaker will be Col. Terry Scriven on “Berlin before the Wall 

came down”. Information from John Lyon on 01425 652193. 
 

HYDE BIBLE STUDY: Sunday 26th May at 10.30 am (following the 9.30 am 

Communion Service) followed by a “bring and share lunch”. 

mailto:families@avp-benefice.org.uk


REFLECTION :   This week we are remembering the Palestinians with the 

service of Lamentations on Wednesday, the 71st anniversary of the Palestinian 

Nakba which drove ¾ of the population from their homes.  We saw in 

Bethlehem how badly Palestinians are treated by the Israelis.   Batoul, a 15 year 

old girl from the Bethany Girls School on the West Bank, writes a thankyou 

letter to the Bournemouth Quakers who support the school: “Sorry that I did 

not write to you for some time, I have just received your beautiful Easter card.  

Sister Martha explained that some of your packages didn’t make it through 

Israeli security and were sent back to England. Some of the letters have reached 

us almost one year later.  Despite all the delays thank you for remembering me 

and continuing to support my education”   As part of their education children 

have to learn what it means to live in an occupied country. The wall separating 

Palestine and Israel is huge, ugly and forbidding - impossible to imagine what it 

is like living with it day in and day out.   We continue to pray for them. 

       Daphne Himmel 

 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT TRAINING :  There is a training day arranged 

for people who would like to develop their skills and knowledge to help them 

support people who have been bereaved. This is being organised in partnership 

with the New Life Church. The training day is being held at ‘The Branch’, 1 High 

Street, Fordingbridge on Thursday 6th June; 9.00am - 3.00pm.  We will be        

exploring how people grieve: how we can support bereaved people and what 

can help and hinder the grieving process. This will be particularly helpful for   

people involved in Pastoral Care. If anyone would be interested in attending, 

please contact Kate on 01425 540669. There is no charge for this course and 

refreshments and lunch will be provided.  
 

T.O.F.S.S. (Too Old For Sunday School) will be meeting at 15 Provost 

Street,  at 10.45am, to watch a DVD, discuss it, and to pray.  Thursdays 23 May, 

13 & 27 June.  Newcomers welcome.  Light refreshments.  Further details from 

John or Pat Bloomfield 837735. 
 

OPEN SPACE :  Saturday June 8th, 11am—1pm at Slate Cottage, Bridge Street 

Fordingbridge.  Ann Lewin will be talking on death and resurrection in poetry.  
 

FILM NIGHT “THE SHACK” :  Sandleheath Uniting Church are showing 

“The Shack” on Friday 24 May at 7pm—FREE ENTRY (donations welcomed).  

After suffering a family tragedy Mack Phillips spirals into a deep depression that 

causes him to question his innermost beliefs.  Facing a crises of faith he receives 

a mysterious letter urging him to a shack—he journeys there and encounters an 

enigmatic trio of strangers.  Mack finds important truths that will transform his 

understanding of his tragedy and change his life forever. 



19th May 2019  

Easter 5 

Monday 20 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 21 1.00pm Sew Friendly, Church Centre Hyde 

 7.30pm Hyde Mother’s Union, Church Centre Hyde 

Wednesday 22 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion   Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop In Fordingbridge 

Thursday 23 7.30pm Bellringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 24 All day Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Saturday 25 2.30pm Wedding-Clare Greenall & Darren Hilton Hale 

Sunday 26 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

May 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Holy Communion Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 4.00pm Baptism Meeting in Church Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

Contact : Jackie Garratt or Gail Newell,  Church Office, The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163               e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

Sunday 19 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

May 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Christian Aid Service Godshill 

  (no Hale, Woodgreen or Breamore)  

 9.30am Big Brekkie-Village Hall followed by Hyde 

 10.30am Community Service-Village Hall Hyde 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 


