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It makes a change … 

 

… from sending emails and texts!  It’s that time of year for - 

Christmas Cards!    

 

First – find a Post Office that will sell you Christmas (Nativity) 

stamps – we found this a bit tricky this year. 

 

Second – find suitable cards.  I try to encourage people to 

select cards with three things –  

a Nativity picture, because this is what is seen when the card is 

displayed (we have really moved on from stage-coaches and 

robins),  

an encouraging message inside, preferably with a text from the 

Bible, 

sold in aid of a charity – plenty of those this year. 

 

Third – why not enclose a short (or long) letter to maintain 

both contact and friendship with those you send to.  And don’t 

forget to sign it, then they will know you are well – and alive! 

 

Then - post early for Christmas!  This helps us, the recipient, 

and the Post Office! 

 

It’s a great time of year to clearly and joyfully proclaim our 

Christian faith and celebrate the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 

to be our Saviour, our Friend and our Lord!  Sending thoughtfully 

chosen cards makes a clear statement of our faith! 

 

With all good wishes, Michael Anderson 

 

P.S.  Please save any used stamps for our Stamps for Missions box 

at the back of Hyde Church! 
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READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 

 

COLLECT:  
 

Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin to the  

   light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 25:1-9  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1. To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, in you I trust;  

 Let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies triumph over me. 

 

2. Let none who look to you be put to shame,  

 But let the treacherous be shamed and frustrated. 

 

3. Make me to know your ways, O Lord,  

 And teach me your paths. 

 

4. Lead me in your truth and teach me,  

 For you are the God of my salvation; for you have I hoped all the day 

 long. 

 

5. Remember, Lord, your compassion and love,  

 For they are from everlasting. 
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6. Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions,  

 But think on me in your goodness, O Lord, according to your steadfast 

 love. 
 

7. Gracious and upright is the Lord;  

 Therefore shall he teach sinners in the way. 
 

8. He will guide the humble in doing right  

 And teach his way to the lowly. 
 

9. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth  

 To those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

Jeremiah foretells the salvation of God's people. 
 

14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that 

time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and 

Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The 

LORD is our righteousness.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 

 

         



 

Luke 21:25-36 
 

Jesus warns of the need to be watchful. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 25 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 

stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea 

and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 

upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will 

see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when 

these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near.’ 29 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree 

and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and 

know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away. 34 Be on guard so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, 35 

and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live 

on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 

the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the 

Son of Man.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :  Please send all requests for prayer to   
prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 
 

 

GARY OUT & ABOUT :  Monday,  Hyde Governors' Meeting in the morning. 

Tuesday morning, with Breamore School on a visit to the Miz Maze as part of 

their RE curriculum, and Carol Singing at the Bat & Ball at Breamore in the 

evening. 

Wednesday, meeting with the Archdeacon in Winchester, and preparation for 

Christmas Services. 

Thursday, Communion and meetings in the Church Office all morning, Fordingbridge 

Nursery for 'Story and Song' at lunchtime, Christingle Service at Breamore School in 

the afternoon, Governors Meeting and Ringers' Dinner in the evening. 

Friday, Prayer spaces in Breamore School all day, Launch of Christmas Tree Festival in 

Woodgreen the evening, and Christmas Dinner at Sandleheath. 

Saturday, playing the organ for the wedding of the Bishop of Southampton's PA in 

Southampton. 
 

 

BISHOP OF SOUTHAMPTON - the following announcement was made by 

Downing Street on Monday : The Queen has approved the nomination of the Right 

Reverend Jonathan Hugh Frost, BD, MTh, DUniv, FRSA, Suffragan Bishop of 

Southampton, in Winchester Diocese, to be appointed to the Deanery of the 

Cathedral Church of Saint Peter, York.  Bishop Jonathan will be greatly missed from here, 

but we wish him and Christine every blessing in this new role.  Gary. 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE FLOWER CLUB :  Everyone is welcome to our December 

meeting on Monday, 3rd December at 7.30pm in St. Mary’s Church Hall when we 

have a demonstration entitled “ It’s beginning to look a bit like Christmas” with 

Pauline Hurran, Chairman of the Wessex & Jersey Area of NAFAS. £5 to include light 

refreshments.  Details from Helen Tague 01425 655462 
 

OPEN SPACE :  Open Space has been having a rest but will be back refreshed in 

the new year with  more talks and discussions. If you have ideas or topics you would 

like debated please let us know. Daphne Himmel 655505. 
 

FORDWICK VILLAGE CHRISTMAS  :  Thank you so much for all your 

donations of  jams, jellies, chutney and pickles for the stall at the Fordwick Village 

Christmas. It was amazing, I had over 250 jars which all sold. Thank you also to 

everyone who helped on the 3 days.  Christine Fry 
  
FORDINGBRIDGE MOTHERS’ UNION :  We invite everyone to our Advent 

Service on Wednesday December 12th at 2.30pm in St Mary’s Church, and 

afterwards for seasonal refreshments. 

 

 

ADVENT SERVICE : at St Mary’s Fordingbridge on Sunday 2nd, December at 

6.30pm.  Readings,  Advent Music and Prayer at the start of Advent - a good way 

to begin this Advent Season.  All welcome. 



WHAT’S IN A NAME?  If you have a suggestion for a new name (as detailed on 

the front page of Partners last week), please either send it in to the Church Office, or 

write it on one of the cards in Church by Sunday, December 9th.  All entries will be 

anonymous.  Thank you, Gary 
 

ADVENT LUNCHES :  the second of three Advent Lunches will be on Wednesday, 

5th December at St Mary’s Church Hall, Fordingbridge.  We are looking for some help 

please — putting up tables, serving soup, serving tea/coffee, and washing up.  The list 

will be up in church on Sunday, 25th November. If you could let us know beforehand 

that would be very helpful.  Thank you Sarah Perrelle (01425 291397) and Helen 

Tague (01425 657636) or email thetagues@fordingbridge.com  
 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY FILM :   Tim Devane has produced a wonderful and 

moving film of the Fordingbridge Remembrance Sunday Commemorations.  You can 

find it on the AVP Facebook page, through our website, or on YouTube:  https://

youtu.be/3a4-9P_6Qes 
 

Fordingbridge Choral Society presents “Noël” A CHRISTMAS                

CELEBRATION with a delightful programme including the Oratorio de Noël by 

C. Saint-Saёns, Two Coronation Anthems by G. F. Handel and Carols for 

Choir and Audience with the Edwards Ensemble at 7 30pm on Saturday 15th         

December 2018 in St Mary’s Church, Fordingbridge.  Tickets:  £10 in        

advance, (£12 at the door, £5 for age 16 and under, FCS Associates free),      

include interval mulled wine and mince pies and are available from The              

Fordingbridge Bookshop in Salisbury Street, online at 

www.fordingbridgechoral.ticketsource.co.uk  or please ring Jane Calver, FCS 

Publicity Secretary, on 01425 656189 to book. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE : Please note that the Church Office will be closed on Thursday 

6 December for staff training. 
 

HYDE CHRISTMAS FAIR : 8th December 11.00am to 3.00pm.   
 

Do you have any toys still in good condition, but no longer wanted? Please 

bring them to Hyde Church and leave them at the back of the church for 

the toy stall (you can also bring them on the day).   
 

Also do you have any unwanted gifts that someone else might like – again bring them 

to the back of the church for our gift stall or you can bring them to Heather’s house 

(Seagry Lawn, Frogham) or bring them on the day.   
 

Do you have anything for the tombola? Please leave at the back of the church – it will 

be too late on the day!   
 

Most of all do come and enjoy the day with us – children can have their face painted 

as well as seeing Father Christmas and you can have a photo of them taken if you 

would like; there is super food on offer and many stalls selling a wide variety of 

Christmas essentials. 

mailto:thetagues@fordingbridge.com
https://youtu.be/3a4-9P_6Qes
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REFLECTION :  
 

Today is the first day of Advent, a time of waiting.  Waiting for the birth of Jesus – the 

Light of the World.  It can also be a time of frenzied activity with so much to do 

getting ready for Christmas. Mary’s quiet waiting time was interrupted by having to 

ride on a donkey to Bethlehem.  Mary, in spite of being heavily pregnant, had no 

option.  We do have that option to spend a quiet time each day to reflect on God’s  

gifts including the gift of his son Jesus to live with us on earth to show us the way.   

We might reflect on how we receive these gifts. A story to remember - Rosie went 

to the Sunday School Christmas party each year. The beautiful fairy on the Christmas 

tree was given to a child each year.  Rosie longed for that fairy but one year when it 

was offered to her she said ‘No thank you’.  We can imagine all sorts of reasons for 

her refusal because we too refuse God’s gifts by being unaware or not understanding.   

May we live  Advent well.   
 

Daphne Himmel 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE PARISH : We shall once again 

be singing Christmas Carols in some of the care homes and sheltered  

accommodation around Fordingbridge.  It will just be a matter of turning 

up if you can on the day, and singing favourite  carols - we've been       

invited by a number of places to come and sing :  
 

 

Pembridge House    Thur 13 Dec  11.00am 

Kings Court   Friday 14 Dec  10.30am 

Allenbrook      Mon 17 Dec  11.00am 

Ford Ward     Tue 18 Dec  2.00pm 

Homebridge House     Wed 19 Dec  10.00am 

Fordingbridge Care Home Wed 19 Dec  3.00pm 

Avonway Lunch Club  Thur 20 Dec  12noon 

Glynn Court    Thur 20 Dec  2.30pm 
 

Saturday Dec 22, 10am to 11am—Carols around the Christmas tree at the Gourmet 

Grocer. 

Please do sign up on the sheet in St Mary’s Fordingbridge if you are able to come 

along, it is much appreciated by the audiences! 

 
MOTHER’S UNION : The Mothers’ Union Deanery Advent Service is at Hyde 

Church on December 6th at 2.30 pm. It will be led by Revd Nicky Davies.  Mary   

Randell will be telling us about her work with “Mary’s Men“.  Refreshments will be 

served in the church Centre after the service. All are welcome.  You don’t have to be 

a member to come.  Gifts of warm scarves, socks and the like will be gratefully       

received for 'Mary's Men' as the cold weather is now arriving.  



Contact : Jackie Garratt or Gail Newell,  Church Office, The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163               e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 
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Monday 3 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 4 10.00am Sandleheath Coffee Morning Sandleheath 

Wednesday 5 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Bible Study, Heather Cottage Rockford Common 

 11.30am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 12.00pm Advent Lunch, Church Hall Fordingbridge 

Thursday 6  Church Office closed—staff training Fordingbridge 

 12.30pm Puddle Ducklings Fordingbridge 

 3.30pm Boost Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Bell Ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 7 6.20pm Choir practice Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Christmas Tree Festival Launch Woodgreen 

Sunday 2 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

December 8.30am Holy Communion Breamore 

 9.00am Holy Communion Godshill 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion and Posada Launch Hale 

 10.30am Allsorts Nativity Fordingbridge 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 4.00pm Baptism Meeting at The Rectory Fordingbridge 

 4.30pm Youth Space Hyde 

 6.30pm Advent Carol Service Fordingbridge 

Sunday 9 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

December 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Morning Carol Service Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Morning Service Breamore 


