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Conflict Resolution 

 

Maybe readers of Partners were expecting a few thoughts on our 

recent trip to the Holy Land … so this title may surprise you! 

 

Such a visit reminds me that we are not only partners here in the 

Benefice, but with Christians around the world.  Conflicts may 

occasionally occur in parishes and churches, but nothing compared 

with the situations some face overseas.  The Holy Land embraces 

many faiths, and we found ourselves moving among Muslims, Jews 

and Christians as well as Israelis and Arabs, some with faith, some 

still searching.  

 

For us, people mattered more than places, so we were able to chat 

with children and students on the West Bank, soldiers on Mount 

Hermon and on the Lebanese border, Bedouin in the desert, 

kibbutznics around the Galilee – as well as Palestinian and Jewish 

medical staff!  The students in particular were working among 

themselves on conflict resolution, and it’s here in schools and 

colleges that the Peace Process will be enhanced – and where our 

prayers should be focussed. We all need to learn to recognise and 

accept differences. 

 

As we spent time looking over Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, 

the scene of the Ascension of Jesus, and with Ascension Day this 

week,  we are encouraged to pray for the peace of Jerusalem and 

for a resolution of the conflict around the borders of the Holy 

Land. 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

 

COLLECT:  
 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 97 (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1 The Lord is king: let the earth rejoice;  

 let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him;  

 righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
 

3 Fire goes before him  

 and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 

4 His lightnings lit up the world;  

 the earth saw it and trembled. 
 

5 The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the Lord,  

 at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 

6 The heavens declared his righteousness  

 and all the peoples have seen his glory. 
 

7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in mere idols.  

 Bow down before him, all you gods. 
 

8 Zion heard and was glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoiced,  

 because of your judgements, O Lord. 
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9 For you, Lord, are most high over all the earth;  

 you are exalted far above all gods. 
 

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil;  

 he preserves the lives of his faithful 

   and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 
 

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous  

 and joy for the true of heart. 
 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous  

 and give thanks to his holy name. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 16:16-34 
 

Paul heals a girl, and is thrown into prison with his companions. They are miraculously 

released, and the jailor and his household are converted. 
 

16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a 

spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 
17 While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the 

Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ 18 She kept doing this for 

many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order you 

in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out that very hour. 19 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized 

Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market-place before the authorities. 20 

When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are 

disturbing our city; they are Jews and are advocating customs 21 that are not lawful 

for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and 

the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten 

with rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into 

prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these instructions, 

he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About 

midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened 

and everyone's chains were unfastened.  27 When the jailer woke up and saw the 

prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he 

supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, ‘Do 

not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, 

he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and 

said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’  



 

31 They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 

household.’ 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 

house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then 

he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them up into the 

house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had 

become a believer in God.  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
 

John 17:20-26 
 

Jesus prays for the unity of his followers, so that the world will believe. 

 

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed: ‘Holy Father, 20 I ask not only on behalf of these, 

but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may 

all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have 

given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that 

they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me 

and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, 

whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have 

given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 Righteous 

Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have 

sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the 

love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:     (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

   



 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

AMEN. 

——————————————————————————————————— 

GARY OUT & ABOUT :   

Lots of meetings this week, with little space between. 
 

 

KINKIIZI VISITORS - We have two visitors from our link Diocese of Kinkiizi, 

Uganda, Moses and Eric, staying at the Rectory from June 13th-15th - it's rather 

short notice, as their visas have only just arrived.  There will be opportunities to 

meet them at Ringwood Church on Thursday 13th, and at Highcliffe Church on 

Friday 14th, both evenings (details to follow); and I hope they will be at Prayers 

and Coffee Morning at the URC Church (by the Church Office) on Friday 14th, 

9.45.  We are particularly asked to pray for our friends in Kinkiizi on Sunday, June 

2nd (Kinkiizi Sunday), when they will also be praying for us.  Gary. 
 

THY KINGDOM COME:  Prayers will continue each day, as follows :  

Monday 3rd June 9.00am at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 4th June 9.45am at Sandleheath Uniting Church, before Coffee  

    Morning 

Wednesday 5th June 10.30am, Communion at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Thursday 6th June 9.00am Informal Communion at The Church Office, 39  

    Salisbury Street,  Fordingbridge 

    7.00pm at Fordingbridge Church Hall (nb change of  

    venue)  followed by  Joint PCC Meeting 

Friday 7th June  9.00am at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Sunday 9th June 4.00pm at the Christchurch Deanery Celebration Service at 

    St Peter and St Paul, Market Square, Ringwood  BH24 1AW 
 

JOINT PCC MEETING, Fordingbridge Church Hall (nb change of venue) 

Thursday, June 6th, 7.00p.m. – The four PCCs of the Partnership will be meeting, 

but this is an OPEN MEETING, and all are welcome.  We will begin with ‘Thy 

Kingdom Come’ Prayers (see details above), followed by discussions about PCCs, 

simplification of our structures, our plans for the coming years, and our proposed 

new logo and branding will be revealed!  do come if you can, Gary. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE :  will be closed on Tuesday 4th, Wednesday 5th and Friday 

7th June due to staff holiday.  
 

 



 

RETIRED CLERGY LUNCH : On Friday, June 14th, Gary is once again    

hosting the Deanery Lunch for retired clergy and their spouses,, and widow and 

widowers. If anyone would like to make a pudding, or would like to be around 

that lunchtime to help, any offers would be gratefully received (especially as I am 

away until the day before, and then have Ugandan visitors staying!). Thanks, Gary. 
 

MIKE TROTMAN’S ORDINATION :  Mike’s ordination to the Priesthood 

will take place at Winchester Cathedral on Saturday 29 June at 

6.00pm. Everyone is invited to come along to the service, in support of Mike’s 

curacy journey thus far…  There will be sign-up sheets available across our 

churches for those who are offering lifts, and those who would like one!  Mike 

and Heidi would like to thank the benefice for making them feel so welcome 

over the past 12 months.  
 

SWEARING  IN  OF  CHURCHWARDENS   :   Our Churchwardens,  

previously serving and newly-elected, will be sworn in at the Archdeacon's      

Visitation at Christchurch Priory on Wednesday, June 5th, refreshments at 7.00, 

Visitation Service at 7.30.  Anyone who would like to come and support their 

Wardens is very welcome.  If you're planning to come and want to share 

transport, let Gary know. 
 

A PLASTIC OCEAN :  “A Plastic Ocean” is being shown on Wednesday 5 

June at Redlynch Village Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm screening.  Tickets £1 from rich-

ard.downard@gmail.com or 01725 510577. Organised by Hale & Redlynch Tran-

sition Group. All proceeds to Plastic Oceans charity.  Being shown in connection 

with New Forest National Park Authority. Chris Marshall, a Coastal Ranger, will 

give a Q&A after the screening to discuss how the New Forest’s coastline has 

been affected and what we can do to help reduce plastic waste.   
 

FORDINGBRIDGE CULTURE WEEK :  continues with a series of events 

and workshops for all ages - and by all ages.  Visit www.fordingbridgeevents.com 

for full details.  A mixture of free and paid-for events, some of which are :  

Wednesday, June 5th,  7.30pm at Avonway.  an evening of wine and cheese.  

Tickets £10.00 from the Avonway office.  Friday, June 7th, Fordingbridge Junior 

School Concert in St Mary's, Fordingbridge, at 1.30pm.  During the week  -  

Artwork from Burgate School on display in Fordingbridge Church.  
 

HYDE MOTHER’S UNION :  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 11th 

June , when our speaker will be Gill Tyberg. She will be bringing us up to date on 

the situation at the moment in Kinkiizi . We shall meet in the Church          

Community Centre at 7. 30pm and would love to have you join  

 
 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :  Please send all requests for prayer to   
prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  make contact via the above e-mail address. 



REFLECTION : This funny little poem has more to it that meets the eye! We 

note the awareness, the question of ‘who am I’?  the very human feelings of 

wanting and not wanting to be known.  Let us spend a little time in comparing 

and reflecting. 
 

(1) Once upon a buttercup                      (3)  ”Don’t tell the world about me 

A tiny blow fly sat The tiny blow fly said 

A happy dancing child came by,                 “I’m happy as I am” 

And said “whatever’s that?”     
                   

(2)  “You are the first to spot me”            (4) Don’t let them try to catch me  

The tiny blow fly said And put me in a can 

I do not have a Latin name                       And  measure me and cut me up 

Just call me Fred instead                         To find out what I am.”                                         
 

       Daphne Himmel 

 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT TRAINING :  There is a training day arranged 

for people who would like to develop their skills and knowledge to help them 

support people who have been bereaved. This is being organised in partnership 

with the New Life Church. The training day is being held at ‘The Branch’, 1 High 

Street, Fordingbridge on Thursday 6th June; 9.00am - 3.00pm.  We will be        

exploring how people grieve: how we can support bereaved people and what 

can help and hinder the grieving process. This will be particularly helpful for   

people involved in Pastoral Care. If anyone would be interested in attending, 

please contact Kate on 01425 540669. There is no charge for this course and 

refreshments and lunch will be provided.  
 

OPEN SPACE :  Saturday June 8th, 11am—1pm at Slate Cottage, Bridge Street 

Fordingbridge.  Ann Lewin will be talking on death and resurrection in poetry.  
 

WALKING TOUR OF SALISBURY : If you would like to join a Walking Tour 

of Salisbury on Tuesday 18 June, there are 7 places left.  Cost £4.00. Meet by The 

Guildhall at 6.20 p.m.  Please contact Helen Tague if interested 01425 655462 or 

thetagues@fordingbridge.com 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE MOTHER’S UNION :   There is no meeting on June 

10th. The Festival Service is on Friday June 14th at Romsey Abbey at 2.30pm.  If 

your name is not on the list, please contact Jean Groves on 01202822187.    

Corporate Communion is on Wednesday June 19th at 10.00 am 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH AT ST MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE : The team 

at St Mary’s would love any extra volunteers to help at the 9.30am services (not 

on the first Sunday of the month).  If anyone is interested, please speak to one of 

the team at church. 

mailto:thetagues@fordingbridge.com
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Monday 3 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 4 All day Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Sandleheath Coffee Morning Sandleheath 

Wednesday 5 All day Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.30am Holy Communion  and coffee Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop In Fordingbridge 

Thursday 6 12.30pm PuddleDucklings Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Bellringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 7 All day Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 9 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

June 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Patronal Festival Morning Service Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Morning Prayer and baptism Breamore 

Contact : Jackie Garratt or Gail Newell,  Church Office, The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163               e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

Sunday 2 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

June 8.30am Holy Communion Breamore 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Hale 

 10.30am Allsorts and baptism Fordingbridge 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 4.30pm Youth Space Hyde 


