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Easter 4 

 

 

 

Gary asked me to open the recent Annual Meeting at 

Fordingbridge and the passage set for the evening was 

an event which happened after Jesus had died and 

risen. Quite a few of the disciples had gone fishing as 

they weren't sure what else to do, so they fell back to 

what they knew. They had been out all night and had 

caught nothing, except maybe a cold! Jesus appeared 

and said - "you've had your net on the wrong side of 

the boat, throw it over the other side". So they did 

and the net filled with fish.  

 

It struck me that sometimes we don't listen to what 

God wants from us, we just start on our own and 

then is doesn't work. The disciples still believed and so 

they listened and the reward was huge. So the lesson 

to us and all our new PCCs is clear - before we do 

anything listen to God. It's not quite as simple for us is 

it because he isn't physically standing there, but if we 

truly believe, he will answer our prayers. 

 

Mark Ward 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.  If you need gluten 

free wafers at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.   Please stay after 

the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 

 
 

 

 

COLLECT:  

 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 23  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1.  The Lord is my shepherd;  

     Therefore can I lack nothing. 

 

2.  He makes me lie down in green pastures  

     And leads me beside still waters. 

 

3.  He shall refresh my soul  

     And guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

 

4.  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;  

     For you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

5.  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;  

     You have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 

 

6.  Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  

     And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 4:5-12 

 

Peter and John are arrested after healing the lame man, and questioned about their 

authority. 

 
5 The Jewish rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high 

priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 

When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what 

power or by what name did you do this?’ 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said 

to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are questioned today because of a 

good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 

healed, 10 let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 

standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 

you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus is “the stone that was 

rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.” 12 There is salvation in 

no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which 

we must be saved.’  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 

 

 



John 10:11-18 

 

Jesus the Good Shepherd willing to lay down his life. 

 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: 11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 

his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own 

the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away - and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away - because a hired 

hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 

my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 

down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 

must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 

order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 

received this command from my Father.’  

 

At the end, the Reader says:     (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

Merciful Father, 

you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 

and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 

keep us always under his protection, 

and give us grace to follow in his steps; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN—Please send all requests for prayer to                             

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the  list  

and wish  to  become a prayer partner,  please also make contact with the above e-mail address. 



GARY OUT AND ABOUT :   Monday, meeting with the other 'Benefice of the 

Future' Incumbents at lunch time, with Fordingbridge Choir in Salisbury 

Cathedral for Evensong, and then the Partnership Co-ordinating Group at the 

evening.  Tuesday,  funeral visit, and Hyde Parish Celebration in the evening.  Wednesday, 

meetings during the day, and the Blessing of Mel Horne's headstone at Hale.  Thursday, 

rehearsal for the Licensing at Mudeford next week in the morning, 'Story & Song' at 

Fordingbridge Nursery at lunchtime, Assembly at Breamore School in the afternoon, 

followed by a wedding rehearsal, Governors Meeting and training at Breamore, and the 

monthly Staff Meeting and Meal in the evening.  Friday, leading prayers at the URC at 

9.45, catching up, and joining the ringers at Fordingbridge for a Quarter Peal at 4.00.   

Saturday, wedding meetings and a wedding at Hyde. 
 

THURSDAY MAY 3RD :  Mark Ward and Gary are hosting our annual meal for the 

Southern Area Team - Area and Assistant Area Deans, Lay Chairs, Deanery Finance 

Chairs, Bishops and Archdeacons.  The catering is in hand (or, at least, it will be by 

then!), but it would be really good to have some help setting up, from about 5.00, 

serving the meal for about 25, and washing up after.  Do let Gary or Mark know if you 

would like to help.  Thanks. 
 

Sunday, May 6th is GODPARENT SUNDAY : there will be a particular focus on 

this at Hyde at 9.30 and Fordingbridge at 10.30.  If you have godparents or godchildren, 

think about inviting them to one of the Services.  And if that's not possible, then get in 

touch with them in some other way. 
 

RACHEL'S LAST SUNDAY with us will be May 20th, Pentecost.  There will be an 

11.00 Café Church at Fordingbridge, followed by a lunch (The only other Morning 

Services that day will be 8.00 at Fordingbridge, 8.30 at Hyde, and a Baptism at Hale at 

10.00).  She will be licensed at Pennington at 6.30pm on Monday, June 18th.  More 

details to follow for both events.   
 

'THY KINGDOM COME', 10 days of Prayer between Ascension Day, May 10th, and 

Pentecost, May 20th.  Resources for daily prayer will be available, and there is lots of 

stuff on the 'Thy Kingdom Come' website.  Try to set aside some time during those 10 

days to pray, and perhaps to try new ways of praying.  We'll launch the event at Hyde 

Church at the Patronal Communion on Ascension Day, May 10th, 7.00p.m., followed by 

refreshments. 
 

ST GEORGE'S DAY : Come and celebrate England's Patron Saint in Salisbury 

Cathedral at 5.30p.m. on Monday, April 23rd, where the Choir of St Mary's, 

Fordingbridge, will be leading the singing at the Service. 
 

KINKIIZI LENT APPEAL : If you took part in the '40p for Forty Days' Appeal for 

Bwanja School (or if you just want to make a donation), could the monies come in, 

clearly marked, via the collection plate, the Office or the Clergy Wardens by the end of 

the month, please, so we can send it off.  Thanks. 
 

HEADSTONE BLESSING FOR MEL HORNE : All those who know Simon and 

Mel Horne are welcome to attend the Blessing of her Headstone at Hale Church on 

Wednesday,  April 25th, 1,00p.m.  There will be a short Service, followed by tea and 

coffee in the Church - Simon suggests people bring a picnic.  More details from Gary. 

 



 

THE BIBLE COURSE  (and 4th Sunday's at Hyde) : For the eight months from 

April to November, we will be running 'The Bible Course' at Hyde Church.  This is a 

programme of eight sessions from the Bible Society which explores the wider        

narrative of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation and its application to our everyday 

lives.  These 4th Sunday's at Hyde (starting 22nd April) will therefore have a changed 

pattern : Holy Communion at 9.30, coffee at 10.30, The Bible Course at 11.00 and then 

a Bring and Share Lunch at 12.30.  Everyone is welcome to any part of these mornings, 

there is no obligation to come to the whole morning. Please contact Julian Sims or the 

Church office for more details.  An indication of numbers is helpful to ensure we have 

enough course booklets. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - 13-19 May 2018 :  For more than 70 years Christian 

Aid has been helping change the lives of people, of all faiths and none, living in poverty 

around the world.  Look out for special services and events, but here are a few: 
 

- Christian Aid Café Church, fresh coffee and pastries supplied, at 10am in St Boniface  

Church,  Woodgreen on Sunday 13th May. 

-  Big Brekkie at Hyde Memorial Hall at 9.30am,  Sunday 13th May,  followed by a        

community service. 

-  Special service at 9.30am in St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 
 

You are also invited to join us at midday on Friday 25th May for a soup and pud lunch 

£5) in St Boniface Church,  Woodgreen, following our Fairtrade Coffee Morning.     

Better still come to both! The coffee morning runs  from 10.30-midday.  For details 

and/or to join us at the soup lunch call:  Rev Nicky Davies 07931 413629 

For further details visit www.christianaid.org.uk  or call 020 7620 4444. 
 

 

BISHOP'S COMMISSION FOR MISSION :  BCM is a suite of training           

programmes (run by the Diocese of Winchester) focused on enabling church members 

to live missionally in every part of their lives.  It is designed for lay parish members 

who would like input for their existing ministry or for a developing vocational path.   

Sessions are being held at St Paul’s Throop, Bournemouth. Full details are available at 

www.winchester.anglican.org/bcm/  If you are interested,  please speak to one of the 

Ministry Team.   
 

EXCITE!  Christchurch Deanery are holding  a Celebration Afternoon on Saturday 

May 19th,  2.00pm to 4.30pm at Bransgore Church, BH23 8JH.   For everyone, of all  

ages including children’s activities.  Further details to follow. 
 

TRUSSELL TRUST—furniture donation : We are trying to increase our stock of 

good quality used furniture - do you have anything in the garage or that you are       

replacing and don't know how to get rid of the existing item? We are specifically look-

ing for solid wood furniture of any age. If it is a bed with a mattress the mattress 

needs to be stain free and carry a fire safety label, as would a chair/suite etc with     

upholstery. We cannot take items we can't sell or give to people because we have to 

pay to dispose of them, but if it is a solid item of furniture we can fix any minor     

damage or cosmetic issues. You can contact me at mark.ward@trusselltrust or on my 

home phone leaving a message 01425 656120.   Many thanks,  Mark Ward 

mailto:mark.ward@trusselltrust


REFLECTION :  How blind we human beings can be sometimes.   It has taken a long 

time to realise what has been happening to the West Indians who came here in the 

fifties and sixties at our invitation to work on the railways and the hospitals.  In South 

London where many came they were openly made to feel unwelcome – in fact many 

white residents moved out of the area.  It was not long after the time when there 

were notices outside boarding houses saying ‘No blacks, no Irish and no dogs’   Now in 

their old age we are hearing their stories of how for some time they  have been  told 

that they are illegal immigrant and must ‘go home’!  - to many a  country where they 

have no one.  Alongside this news there has been much talk and discussion about Syria 

and the use of chemical weapons.  Although we cannot make comparisons with the 

cruelty in Syria, the Red Lines of Human Rights can be crossed in many other ways.    

Remembering we are all one, we pray for our brothers and sisters and for our own 

frailty.                           

Daphne Himmel  

LINE DANCING :  An evening of line dancing will be held at St Mary’s Church Hall, 

Fordingbridge on Saturday 12 May, doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start.  Admission £8 

including ploughmans supper.  Bring your own drinks.  Also a raffle will be held.  All   

abilities welcome, tuition given.  Contact Mike Ireland on 01425 654857. 
 

ELLINGHAM CHURCH : SUNDAY 29th April at 5.30pm, Ellingham Church are    

hosting an evening of music with contributions from gifted amateur singers and        

instrumentalists from the local community. Included in the programme will be the 

combined church choir of the new Ringwood Parish, solo and group singers, oboe and 

clarinet solos, a piano duet, mandolin/violin/guitar ensemble and a ukulele group. There 

will also be congregational hymns. Refreshments served after the concert.  Free event 

with a retiring collection. Look forward to seeing you there!  Barbara Strong. 
 

 

WOODGREEN Model Steam Rally and Model Exhibition : Woodgreen Village Hall on 

5th-6th May, 10am till 5pm.  We will have a range of Art and Craft stalls in St Boniface 

Church.  Suitable for all the family, live steam and model layouts, home made            

refreshments.  There will be a short service at approximately 11am to celebrate the ‘steam’ 

show.  Donations of cakes needed, if you would like to make /buy and bring on either 

day. If you would like to help with stall, car parking or in the kitchen please contact 

Lynda Warne,  01725 512805.  Raising money for C.L.A.P.A and Teenage cancer trust. 
 

HYDE PLANT SALE and CREAM TEAS :  MONDAY 7 MAY 2018, Hyde War 

Memorial Village Hall,  2.00 to 4.00pm.  Quality nursery-grown plants,  Home-grown 

plants, Vegetable plants,  Annuals and Perennials,  Bric a Brac,  Fairtrade Goods,        

Tombola, Home-made Cakes, Jewellery/craft stall,  Jam Jar Tombola, Raffle,  Guess cake 

weight, 3 Wine Bottles.  Teas and light refreshments will be served.  Deliver any        

donations for the above stalls to the hall on morning of the sale from 10am. Do come 

and enjoy the afternoon, buy your plants for the garden and have tea with us. 
 

LAUDAMUS : “Come and Sing” choral workshop day at St Mary’s Church,     

Fordingbridge, Saturday 28 April. Further details and to book please contact Caroline 

Waldman on 07810 683698.  Details also on the website www.choirlaudamus.org. 

http://www.choirlaudamus.org


Contact:  Fiona Gover or Gail Newell , Church Office , The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge  SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163        e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com        www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  MONDAY 3.30pm to 5pm, TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

This Week 

22 April 2018—Easter 4 

Monday 23 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Fordingbridge PCC Meeting—The Rectory Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 24 7.00pm Hyde APCM and Annual Church Celebration Hyde 

Wednesday 25 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Informal Holy Communion Frogham Chapel 

 10.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 7.00pm Everyman Remembered—William Nokes Breamore 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop-In Fordingbridge 

Thursday 26 7.30pm Bell Ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 27 10.30am Fairtrade Coffee Morning Woodgreen 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Saturday 28 1.30pm Wedding—Katie Monery and Daniel Ings Hyde 

Sunday 29 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

April 8.30am Holy Communion  Breamore 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Morning Service—Taize Hale 

 10.45am C of E Morning Service Sandleheath 

Sunday 22 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

April 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion and Bible Course Hyde 

 10.00am Annual Church Celebration Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 4.00pm Baptism Meeting in church Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Choral Evensong Fordingbridge 


