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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.  If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please ask.  Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.   

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS  
weekly newsletter 

Today’s Gospel may sound puzzling to us, but it can be made 

less so by considering the economic system which stands   

behind the parable.  A steward is dismissed because he is 

squandering his master’s property.   He is called dishonest  

because he is not serving the interests of the rich man – his 

employer.  
 

In response, the steward, in an attempt to ensure favour for 

himself among the rich man’s debtors, brokers repayment of 

the rich man’s loans by foregoing the interest and fees that 

had been levied to line the steward’s pockets.  It is this action, 

in which the steward puts aside his greed and takes the   

longer perspective in order to enhance his security, which is 

commended by the rich man. 
 

The passage concludes with three morals for the listeners.  

The first exhorts the listener to be prudent about the use of 

wealth.  Like the steward in the parable, those who would  

follow Jesus must put transitory affairs in proper perspective.  

Christians should handle the affairs of temporal life with an 

eye toward the eternal. 
 

The second concerns trustworthiness.  Those who can be 

trusted in small things can also be trusted in great things.  If 

Christians handle money and other passing things responsibly, 

then they can also be trusted with the affairs of the Kingdom 

of God. 
 

Finally, Jesus tells his listeners that no one can serve two  

masters simultaneously.  God must be put ahead of money. 

Amen.          

                                               Rev Mike Trotman  



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  
 

Merciful God, 

your Son came to save us 

and bore our sins on the cross: 

may we trust in your mercy 

and know your love, 

rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 79:1-9 (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. O God, the heathen have come into your heritage;  

 your holy temple have they defiled and made Jerusalem a heap of stones. 
 

2. The dead bodies of your servants they have given to be food for the birds 

of the air,  

 and the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the field. 
 

3. Their blood have they shed like water on every side of Jerusalem,  

 and there was no one to bury them. 
 

4. We have become the taunt of our neighbours,  

 the scorn and derision of those that are round about us. 
 

5. Lord, how long will you be angry, for ever?  

 How long will your jealous fury blaze like fire? 
 

6. Pour out your wrath upon the nations that have not known you  

 and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon your name. 
 

7. For they have devoured Jacob  

 and laid waste his dwelling place. 
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8. Remember not against us our former sins;  

 let your compassion make haste to meet us, for we are brought very low. 
 

9. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name;  

 deliver us, and wipe away our sins for your name’s sake. 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to Timothy 
 

I Timothy 2:1-7 
 

Paul urges prayer for those in authority. 
 

1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high 

positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

dignity. 3 This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 4 who 

desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For 

there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave himself a ransom for all - this was 

attested at the right time. 7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I 

am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                          (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
        

Luke 16:1-13 
 

Jesus says that you cannot serve both God and Mammon. 
 

1 Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.  



 

 

2 So he summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give 

me an account of your management, because you cannot be my manager any 

longer.” 3 Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that my master 

is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 

ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 

manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” 5 So, summoning his 

master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much do you owe my 

master?” 6 He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, “Take your 

bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” 7 Then he asked another, “And how much 

do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take 

your bill and make it eighty.” 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager 

because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in 

dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, 

make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, 

they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 10 Whoever is faithful in a very 

little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest 

also in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who 

will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what 

belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13 No slave can serve 

two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, 

keep us faithful to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, 

united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 

and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

                                                                          

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

 Please send all requests for prayer to  prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.   If  you  feel  able  to    

commit  to  regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  

make contact via the above e-mail address. 



GARY OUT & ABOUT :   
Monday afternoon, Prayer Spaces at Hyde School.  Tuesday, Meeting with 

all the Area Deans, Lay Chairs and Asst Area Deans with Bishop Tim in 

Winchester all day.  Hyde PCC in the evening.  Wednesday, Ministers' Breakfast 

at Alderholt, followed by Communion at Frogham Chapel, and the Music & Arts 

Festival 2020 Meeting in the evening.  Thursday, Benefice of the Future Day all 

day, and Worship, Outreach and Pastoral Care Committee of Fordingbridge PCC 

in the evening.  Friday, Coffee Morning at Woodgreen, and meeting 

Fordingbridge Directors of Music at Salisbury at lunchtime.  Saturday, Open 

Meeting of Deanery Synod at Hyde all morning, and wedding (Jackie from the 

Office and Rod's) in the afternoon. 
 

BISHOP DEBBIE AT HYDE CHURCH: On Saturday, September 28th, from 

9.45-12.30, the new Bishop of Southampton, Debbie Sellin, will be at Hyde 

Church for the Saturday Synod, an Open Meeting of the Deanery Synod to 

which all are welcome.  As well as breakfast (from 9.15), worship, and        

workshops on digital and paper communications, Bishop Debbie will be leading a  

session, with time for questions and answers, called 'The Bishops, Diocese, 

pMAPs and us!'  Please let us know you are coming by September 20th – so we can 

provide breakfast – 01425 839622 Or: Gail.Newell@avp-benefice.org.uk  
 

HELP NEEDED!  The handbell ringers are holding another Rally on Saturday 

12th October from about 10.30 to 4.30pm in the church hall. There will be 

visiting ringers, about 80/90 in total, all of whom need plenty of tea/coffee and 

cake! We would be grateful for some help either in the morning or lunchtime or 

afternoon for a short while. Just ring 01725 512267 for more information. Many 

thanks - Viv Finch. 
 

CHURCHES  TOGETHER  FILM NIGHT:  Friday 4 October.  Doors open 

7pm (7.15pm start) - 9.30pm at the Town Hall. The film “Breakthrough” (PG) 

was released in May 2019 and is based on an inspirational true story made into a 

book of the same name.  Free tickets available from Pat Bloomfield (837735), 

or from The Branch, 1 High Street, FB.   Refreshments. Bring a friend. 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE HARVEST FESTIVAL :  Sunday 6th October is our 

Harvest Festival and also our Allsorts Service at St. Mary's Fordingbridge.  The 

Allsorts team would like to create an "Old Fashioned Harvest" and we have 

already got stocks of corn and the special Harvest Loaf.  Please could we all 

bring fruit and veg on the Saturday morning to decorate the church.  All the 

shelves and around the pillars etc.  Then on the Sunday packet items, tins 

etc.  The Allsorts team will be in Church on Saturday 5th from 9.00.am. till 12.00 

to receive Harvest produce. 
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HARVEST SUPPER : St Mary’s Church Fordingbridge invite you to our    

Harvest Supper on Saturday 5th October 2019 in St Mary’s Church Hall.  Doors 

open 7pm ~ Supper 7.30pm.  Tickets £12 (£6 for age 16 and under) for a two-

course meal and soft drinks, or please BYOB (glasses provided).  Entertainment: 

“JUST A MINUTE”, and a RAFFLE. Please ring 01425 656189 or email jane     

calver@btinternet.com to book.  Offers of help in many ways are welcome - 

please sign the list on the blue noticeboard wherever you can contribute to the 

evening.  Thank you.  
 

HELP NEEDED!  The handbell ringers are holding another Rally on Saturday 

12th October from about 10.30 to 4.30pm in the church hall. There will be visit-

ing ringers, about 80/90 in total, all of whom need plenty of tea/coffee and cake! 

We would be grateful for some help either in the morning or lunchtime or af-

ternoon for a short while. Just ring 01725 512267 for more information. Many 

thanks - Viv Finch. 
 

A note for your diary! BREAMORE HARVEST FESTIVAL – Sunday 29th 

September at 11am followed by FREE HARVEST LUNCH in the Hulse Hall. Sign 

up in church OR Text 07866 287949 OR ring 07931 413629.  All are welcome 

but you will need a ticket ! 
 

THE MISSION MATTERS GROUP‘s aim is “To bring a focus in our 

churches on Mission & Social Justice awareness”.  We meet about 3 times a year.  

The next meeting is 10am on Monday 30 September at St Boniface, Woodgreen.  

If you are interested in joining the group, speak to a group member:  Rev Gary, 

Rev Nicky, Rev Mike, Alan and Gwenda Moore, Carol Sims, Carrie Darke, Sue 

Ledger, John and Pat Bloomfield, or phone Pat on 01425 837735.  Is there a 

Christian organisation you would like to learn more about?  If so, let us know! 
 

VOCATIONS MORNING :  A vocations morning is being held on Saturday 

19 October from 9.30am to 12noon at church of the Ascension,  Southampton 

for anyone interested in finding out about Ordination or Lay Ministries.  If you 

would like to attend, please speak to one of our Ministry Team for more         

information. 
 

GOJO BIG BAND will be entertaining us again on Saturday 12th October at 

the invitation of the Friends of Fordingbridge Parish Church!  The concert will 

be in the church, starting 7.30pm and include interval finger food and a cash bar. 

Tickets £10 from Fordingbridge Bookshop, Jessica's or Viv on 01725 512267. All 

this courtesy of sponsorship by Penton Motor Group. Join us for a fabulous 

time! 
 

OPEN SPACE :  Saturday 28 September, 11am to 1pm at Slate Cottage, Bridge 

Street, Fordingbridge.  Richard Canton will be telling us about Shambala.  
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REFLECTION : “The Secrets of Egypt’s Valley of the Kings” on Channel 4 

last Sunday is a fascinating story. The Egyptians were always trying to appease 

their God and more so in their preparations for their death. They built burial 

chambers deep into the earth. The walls going down were lined with pictures; 

the chamber itself decorated with rich gifts to ensure that God would give 

them a good life in Eternity.   Sometimes the body was removed leaving their 

exposed heart which they understood was their soul.  We are fortunate in 

knowing and understanding that we don’t have to wait ‘til we die for God’s gifts. 

Watching the workers on the site chipping away at the stones going deeper to 

find the chambers seemed mindful of how we ‘chip away’ to go deeper in our 

understanding of our relationship with God and in our prayers we get gifts of 

insights, - greater understanding of our relationship with ourselves, with others 

and with God. These insights are both gifts to us from God and our gifts to 

Him. 

May we make time and space for God.  

                                                     Daphne Himmel 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL SUPPER :  All are welcome at  St Boniface Church, 

Woodgreen on Saturday 19th Oct 2019.  Starts 6.30pm.   Tickets £12 per adult 

or £6 per child under 14 yrs includes Ploughmans and choice of homemade 

puds, glass of cider or apple juice or Fairtrade tea and coffee  on arrival.  Plus  

licenced bar, prize raffle and quiz. 
 

ST MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE :  We are looking for volunteers to join the 

team who lead and help at the 9:30 children’s work at St Mary’s on the 2nd-5th 

Sundays of the month. We are now using “Roots” as our resource to support 

the planning of the children’s work. If you are interested and would like more  

information please contact Jo Heath, families@avp-benefice.org.uk or the 

Church Office and one of the team will be in touch.   Annette Young 
 

EXPLORING THEOLOGY (ET): This is Sarum College's new flagship    

theology course. (replacing TQQ) Ideal for anyone withing travelling distance of 

Salisbury who wishes to deepen their knowledge of, and relationship with, 

Christian Scriptures and teachings. Autumn term starts: 24th September 2019 - 

26th November 2019.  Lifts can be provided for anyone not able to drive.  Cost 

£10 a session or £70 for a 10-week term.  I am starting my third two year cycle 

as I love it so much!  Ann Beynon 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER AGM - 10th October 2019, 7pm at URC, 

Fordingbridge.  Join us as we celebrate all that has God has done throughout 

the year and as we look forward at potential events/programmes through local 

Church partnership. This is also the time when we will look at appointing a new 

chair & vice-chair for Churches Together.  
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Monday 23 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Weds 25 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Joint Communion Frogham Chapel 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop In Fordingbridge 

Thur 26 7.30pm Bellringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 27 9.30am Workout and worship, Church Hall Fordingbridge 

 10.30am Fairtrade Coffee Morning Woodgreen 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Saturday 28 2pm Wedding—Debbie Russell & Nick Spring Hale 

 4.00pm Wedding—Jackie Garratt & Rod Rowe Hyde 

Contact : Jackie Garratt  or Gail Newell,  Church Office, Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163               e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

Sunday 22 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

September 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Harvest Café Service Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Holy Communion Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

Sunday 29 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

September 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Morning Service Woogreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Harvest Service (& lunch) Breamore 


