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As a young child I remember vividly being tenderly washed by 

my mother at times when I was unwell. She always chose a 

piece of flannelette cloth and the gentleness with which she 

washed me was wonderful. I can still recall her for the 

gentleness and the intimacy I felt with her. 
 

Intimacy can be scary. We can have all sorts of experiences 

when our emotions and bodies are violated by others leaving us 

apprehensive about getting close again to another. Sadly, we can 

all tell stories of people (maybe ourselves) who have been 

emotionally and physically abused and exploited or raped, or 

moments when we are ignored and discounted by others. We 

can feel we do not wish to get close and make ourselves 

vulnerable once more to the onslaught. The pain of these 

experiences can live with us forever. 
 

However difficult, God in Jesus invites us to a life of intimacy 

with him, with our family and friends and indeed, with strangers. 

Being a disciple of Jesus means ‘losing life’ in order to ‘save it’. 

Meaning? Reaching out to each other in love; small kindnesses 

that do not expect thanks or a reward; small acts of selfless 

love. And how incredibly challenging that is, getting close, when 

we ourselves are challenged by intimacy! The German Pastor 

Dietrich Bonheoffer called it ‘sharing in the sufferings of God in 

the world’. That is the gift Jesus gives us through his selfless love 

on Calvary’ cross. May God give us the strength to walk this 

path with love in our hearts for Love’s sake, for ourselves and 

others. 

  

John Towler 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.  If you need gluten 

free wafers at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.   Please stay after 

the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 

 
 

 

 

COLLECT:  
 

Almighty God, 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

and by following in his Way 

come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 22:23-31  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

23. Praise the Lord, you that fear him;  

 O seed of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel. 
 

24. For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the poor; 

 neither has he hidden his face from them;  

 But when they cried to him he heard them. 
 

25. From you comes my praise in the great congregation;  

 I will perform my vows in the presence of those that fear you. 
 

26. The poor shall eat and be satisfied;  

 Those who seek the Lord shall praise him; their hearts shall live for ever. 
 

27. All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,  

 And all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
 

28. For the kingdom is the Lord’s  

 And he rules over the nations. 
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29. How can those who sleep in the earth bow down in worship,  

 Or those who go down to the dust kneel before him? 
 

30. He has saved my life for himself; my descendants shall serve him;  

 This shall be told of the Lord for generations to come. 
 

31. They shall come and make known his salvation to a people yet unborn,  

 Declaring that he the Lord has done it. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
 

Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
 

Abraham and Sarah are given their new names as a sign of their new beginning. 
 

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to 

him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my 

covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3 Then 

Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 ‘As for me, this is my covenant with 

you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name 

be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 

you, and kings shall come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me and 

you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.’ 15 God said to Abraham, 

‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I 

will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 

give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

 



EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :  Please send all requests for prayer to   
prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the 
list and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Mark 8:31-38 
 

Jesus tells his disciples that he will suffer, and tells us all that following him will involve 

sacrifice. 
 

31 Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 

divine things but on human things.’ 34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said 

to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 

For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, 

what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of 

my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 

be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:     (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

Almighty God, 

you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 

keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 

and inwardly in our souls; 

that we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body, 

and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

 



GARY OUT AND ABOUT :  Monday, Benefice of the future Meeting all day, 

along with others from here, and Hale's Angels' Supper at the Rectory in the 

evening.  Wednesday, Lent Group and Lent Lunch at Fordingbridge, and at 

Breamore Church with a class from the School in the afternoon.  Thursday, meetings 

morning and afternoon, and 'Story and song at Fordingbridge Nursery in the 

afternoon'.  Friday, School Governor Training in the morning,  Saturday, at the Diocesan 

Vocations Morning at Fordingbridge in the morning, and hope to be able to call in to 

the Fairtrade 'Big Brew' at Roundhills. 
 

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES IN SCHOOLS: From the Monday to Wednesday of 

Holy Week, we will be working with hundreds of children in schools and churches 

across the four Parishes of the Benefice.  We need help! The children go from one 

workshop to another, everything is provided, it is really your presence we need.  There 

are sign-up sheets in Church, or contact the Office to offer, or any of the Staff 

Team.  Thank you. 

Monday, March 26th, 9.30-11.30 Hyde School in Church; 1.00-3.00 Fordingbridge Infant 

School at the school.   Tuesday 27th, 9.30-11.30 Breamore School in Church; 1.00-3.00 

Fordingbridge Junior School at the school.   Wednesday 28th, 9.30-11.30 Hale School in 

Church. 

Also,  on March 15th and 19th,  1.00 –3.00 at Fordingbridge Junior School, Rachel is 

leading sessions for the children, painting Easter Eggs as part of the town 

Decorations.  Help would be appreciated.  Please speak to the office or to Rachel.   

Thank you - these are wonderful opportunities to work with our children, and to 

share the Easter Story with them. 
 

LENT & HOLY WEEK LEAFLET: The Leaflet detailing all of the Services and 

events in lent and Holy Week is available in Church, or in the Parish Magazines, or by   

e-mail for those who receive Partners that way.  Bishop Jonathan of Southampton will 

be with us from Palm Sunday to Easter Day, and there are lots of opportunities to 

meet him during the week. 
 

 
 

LENT LUNCHES 2018 : The Lent Lunches continue on Wednesdays until     

Wednesday 28th March, in Holy Week, from 12.15pm–1.30pm.  Please put these 

dates in your diary to come along to the church hall and enjoy home-made soup etc.  As 

ever, help is needed (serving soup, making coffee/tea and washing up) so please sign up on 

the rota on the church noticeboard. Funds raised will be shared between St Mary’s 

Church and The Children’s Society.  Thank you, Martin and Jane Calver (656189). 
 

YOUTH CHILDREN & FAMILIES DEVELOPMENT WORKER: We advertised 

for this position and had 9 applications. Three candidates were shortlisted for 

interviews on the 9th March. The interview is in 2 parts. In the morning each candidate 

will give a 15 minute presentation on the question,  ‘What might the Youth Children 

and Families work look like in 5 years time?’ If anyone would like to see these 

presentations you are welcome to come to St Mary’s Church Hall Fordingbridge from 

9.30am to 12.30 pm. Please let either Gary or Kate know if you wish to attend. Formal 

interviews are in the afternoon at the vicarage. Exciting times so watch this space!! 

 



 

VOCATIONS DAY WITH BISHOP JONATHAN : Saturday 3rd March at St Mary’s 

Church,  Fordingbridge.  9.30am to 12.00noon.  Please contact Lynda Mumford to confirm          

attendance lynda.mumford@winchester.anglican.org or 01962 710983.  Any offers of help 

welcoming people on the day or cakes much appreciated.  Gary 
 

 

CONFIRMATION (AND BAPTISM) : Bishop Jonathan of Southampton will be   

joining us for the whole of Holy Week, and there will be a Confirmation Service 

(including Baptisms of adults or children) on Saturday, March 31st (Easter Eve), St 

Mary’s, Fordingbridge, 7.30p.m.  It will be an informal and joyful Service, beginning with the 

lighting of the Easter Fire on the Glebe Field, and then going into the Church.  Please 

speak to any of the Staff Team to find out more.  
 

 

ST PATRICK'S NIGHT - Please support the fourth of our "Saint" events and come to 

a Fundraising Supper on SATURDAY 17th March 2018 at 7pm in St Mary's 

Church Hall and enjoy a welcome drink, three course dinner and Irish amusements.   

Tickets £12.50 available from Jane Calver, 01425 656189 or email 

janecalver@btinternet.com.   You will be very welcome - to be sure, to be sure!! 
 

"Twelve Good Men @ St. Patrick's Evening on March 17th : In preparation for 

our performance at this event, we will have 3 singing practices in Church on Tuesdays, 

on February 27th, March 6th and March 13th, all at 7 - 8 pm. Please let Barry know if 

you are not available on March 17th.  
 

 

FORDINGBRIDGE ELECTORAL ROLL ANNUAL REVISION: The Church 

Electoral Roll is being revised prior to the APCM on Thursday 12 April 2018.  New 

applications and notice of changes are invited from those parishioners and           

worshippers who are not already on the roll or if your personal details have 

changed. If you are not sure if you are on the Roll please call the Office and ask    

Fiona.  If you are on the Roll and nothing has changed then you do not need to    

complete a form this year. The deadline for applications is Friday 23 March 2018.  Any 

applications received after this date will be held until after the APCM when the    

Electoral Roll is open again. Copies of Form B: Application for Enrolment on the 

Church Electoral Roll are available in St Mary’s,  St Giles,  Sandleheath Uniting Church 

or from the AVP Church Office. Following Friday 23 March a copy of names on the 

Roll will be displayed. Thank you. Fiona Gover  Electoral Roll Officer. Tel: 01425 

653163  
 

BREAMORE ELECTORAL ROLL ANNUAL REVISION: If you wish to be on 

the Roll and are not yet on it, please see the Electoral Roll Officer, Lynette Stanford.  
 

HYDE ELECTORAL ROLL ANNUAL REVISION :  The Church Electoral Roll 

is being revised prior to the ACPM on Tuesday 24th April.  If you are already on the 

Roll no action is needed this year. You do not need to complete a new form. If there 

are any changes to personal information or new applications to join the Roll please 

contact Sheilah Collis, Hyde Electoral Roll Officer by April 9th Tel. 01425 470343 or 

email  sheilah.collis@doctors.org.uk 

mailto:janecalver@btinternet.com
mailto:sheilah.collis@doctors.org.uk


REFLECTION : In our first Lent Group at Breamore we marvelled at Mother Julian’s 

‘showings’ and her subsequent capacity to love.  Nicky gave us a heart shaped 

chocolate - should we eat it or save it?  She gave us a hazel nut and we gazed on its 

beauty, the roundness, smoothness and colours.  We thought about the kernel inside - 

we were tempted to eat it! We marvelled on how it would grow into a living tree.  

How do we love God and our neighbour as Jesus taught us remembering Archbishop 

Tutu’s words  “God loves every single person even the terrorists!”?  The latter was a 

difficult one, we could pray for their families and victims but praying for the actual 

terrorists? – another matter altogether.  Maybe an ‘aid’ would be to wonder how they 

came to be so filled with hatred - what had happened to them in their lives? Were 

they relying on a better life after death?   We are a group of Christians coming from 

different traditions but, helped by Ann Lewin, finding meaning in love and loving 

remembering that we are also praying our thoughts. 
 

Daphne Himmel  

 

BENEFICE OF THE FUTURE:  The 'Benefice of the Future' Pilot Project in the  

Diocese has now been approved by the Church Commissioners - we are now officially 

a Benefice of the Future (BotF).  The group will be attending their first meeting on 

Monday 26th February—more details to follow.  Gary. 
 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 26 February to 11 March : The Partnership Fair     

Traders are holding a Big Brew Coffee morning, Saturday 3 March, 9.30am to 12noon, in 

the Salvation Army Hall Fordingbridge. Help with cakes to sell most welcome (Trudi can 

collect on Friday afternoon if needed, 01425 657287).  Traidcraft stall, quiz and games.  

Any queries, please call Beverly Judd on 01725 512018 
 

CHURCH PAYMENTS : For some time I have been using online payments to pay out 

and receive money into the church Bank account. This has resulted in efficiency savings in 

administration, postage and envelopes. It has  improved our cash flow and of course saved 

recipients the time needed to go to the bank or Post office thus ensuring they receive 

their payment more quickly.  In order to further maximise these benefits I would ask that 

everyone who is in receipt of payments from the church be prepared to accept direct 

payments into their nominated bank account  and provide the office with a bank sort 

code and account number. This information is used solely to set up a payment record 

with our bank and for no other purpose. Martin Calver Treasurer.   
 

OPEN SPACE :  March 3rd 2018 11am-1pm at Slate Cottage, Bridge Street,            

Fordingbridge.  John Towler will be talking about Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German Pastor 

and Theologian, anti -Nazi during World War 2. 

KINKIIZI APPEAL :  Don’t forget the Lent Appeal “40p for 40 days” to support Bwanja 

Primary School.   
 

 

BEES AGAINST POVERTY (Churches Together) : Gift and Craft event with 

FREE entry at URC Church on Saturday 3rd March.  Refreshments available from 10am 

- 2pm.  Wide selection of local crafts people, along with local honey for sale and       

information on the BEES Project! 



Contact:  Fiona Gover or Gail Newell , Church Office , The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge  SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163        e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com        www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  MONDAY 3.30pm to 5pm, TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 
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Ongoing—St Mary’s Fordingbridge redecoration 

Monday 26 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 27  Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

Wednesday 28 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Bible Study, Heather Cottage Rockford Common 

 11.30am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 12.15pm Lent Lunch Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop-In Fordingbridge 

Thursday 1 March 1.45pm Puddle Ducklings Fordingbridge 

 3.30pm Boost Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Bell Ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 2 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Saturday 3 9.30am Vocations Day with Bishop Jonathan Fordingbridge 

Sunday 25 Feb 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 11.30am Baptism Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Choral Evensong Fordingbridge 

Sunday 4 March 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 8.30am Holy Communion Breamore 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Hale 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 4.30pm Café Church Hyde 


