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weekly newsletter 

We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.  God Bless 

 

 

 

When Jesus called his disciples at the beginning of his ministry in 

Galilee, I imagine he could only think of picking up a few          

followers. I imagine he had no inkling of being the instigator of 

this huge institution called the Church. I guess he had in mind a 

movement of followers who were going to be attentive to his 

sayings about God and expressed in his way of life. 
 

Doctrinal formulations and organisational rules come later in the 

history of Christianity, and some would say a hindrance to this 

movement of love, justice and forgiveness; a movement which   

encourages ordinary folk to seek the kingdom of God. Why    

doctrine and organisational difference you may well ask? As       

always, individual perception and mind games created a         

competitive arena which resulted in various expressions of   

Christianity. And so we have so many different expressions.  
 

Perhaps today, at the end of this Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity, we can allow ourselves a moment of catching a glimpse of 

Jesus’ original intention of calling  those first faltering disciples to 

a journey of loving God and all humanity, rather than fixing our 

gaze on forwarding our own brand of Christianity. We pray: 
 

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May 

all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings. 

Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s   

burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the 

healing of our world knowing you are hearing us better than we are 

speaking, we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, Amen.

(Rhor). 

John Towler 



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

 

COLLECT:  
 

God of all mercy, 

your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 

release to the captives, 

and freedom to the oppressed: 

anoint us with your Holy Spirit 

and set all your people free 

to praise you in Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 27:1,4-9  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. The Lord is my light and my salvation;  

 whom then shall I fear? 

The Lord is the strength of my life; 

of whom then shall I be afraid? 
 

4. One thing have I asked of the Lord 

and that alone I seek; 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, 
 

5. To behold the fair beauty of the Lord 

and to seek his will in his temple. 
 

6. For in the day of trouble 

he shall hide me in his shelter; 

in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me 

and set me high upon a rock. 
 

7. And now shall he lift up my head 

above my enemies round about me; 
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8. Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation 

with great gladness; 

I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

  

9. Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 

have mercy upon me and answer me. 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians            
 

I Corinthians 1:10-18 

 

Paul appeals to the Christians in Corinth to stop quarreling and focus on Christ and 

his cross. 
 

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but 

that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been 

reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my 

brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ 

or ‘I belong to Apollos,’ or ‘I belong to Cephas,’ or ‘I belong to Christ.’ 13 Has 

Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 

name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did 

baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 

baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim 

the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might 

not be emptied of its power. 18 For the message about the cross is foolishness 

to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                          (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 



 

       Matthew 4:12-23 
 

Jesus counters temptation by reiterating his trust in God. 
 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He 

left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the 

sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles - 16 the people who sat in darkness 

have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

light has dawned.’ 17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 

two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 

into the lake - for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I 

will make you fish for people.’ 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 

his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 

he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 

him. 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every 

sickness among the people. 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Almighty Father, 

whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 

may your people, 

illumined by your word and sacraments, 

shine with the radiance of his glory, 

that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 

  to the ends of the earth; 

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  

AMEN. 

 

 



WELCOME TO ALL MEMBERS OF CHURCHES TOGETHER AS WE 

WORSHIP TOGETHER THIS MORNING. 

 

GARY OUT & ABOUT :   Monday evening, shortlisting meeting for the 

new Vicar of Highcliffe.  Wednesday, Benefice of the Future Meeting in 

Winchester all day. Friday, Deanery Standing Committee in the morning, 

Benefice of the Future Review Meeting at lunchtime, and leading Evensong at 

Winchester Cathedral in the late afternoon. Saturday, Leading Keble Choir 

rehearsals all day, and the Services at 6.00pm and 9.00pm. 
 

DEANERY SYNOD : at Fordingbridge, Wednesday, February 12th.  We are 

hosting the Deanery Synod, which is an Open Meeting, particularly focussing on 

lay training, BCMs, etc.  All welcome.  Would anyone like to help with 

refreshments at 7.00?  Speak to Gary/Mark.  Thanks. 
 

CONNECT GROUP :  All are welcome to join our ‘Connect Group’ which 

continues at 9am on Tuesday 28th January at The Vicarage, Frogham Hill.   We are 

beginning a brand-new film series exploring the book of Philippians with Jo 

Saxton.  Through Paul's words and example, we hope to learn how joy and 

sacrifice can go hand-in-hand.  Our group meets straight after the school run until 

about 10.30am on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. (Heidi and Mike) 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY : The United Service 

(where we will be joined by other churches in Fordingbridge) will be taking place 

today.  All are welcome to the service which will be followed by refreshments.  

(This will be the only mid– morning service in the Benefice) 
 

KEBLE CHOIR — Saturday 1st February at 6pm : Keble Choir (conducted 

by Gary) will once again be coming to celebrate Candlemas (the Feast of         

Presentation). Sung Communion in St Mary’s Fordingbridge followed by Compline 

by candlelight at 9pm at St Mary’s Hale.  All welcome.   
 

SNOWDROP SUNDAY at St Mary’s Breamore :  Sunday 16th February at 

2.30pm.  At this time of the year, the churchyard is a wonderful sight as the 

snowdrops bloom and cover the ground in a beautiful white carpet.  All are 

invited to join us to celebrate — beginning in the churchyard amongst the 

snowdrops if the weather allows, or alternatively in the church.   The service will 

be followed by a cream tea in the church to which everyone is welcome.  
 

ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS QUIZ : thank you to everyone who supported this 

years Christmas quiz and congratulations to Mrs D.M.Sullivan, a worthy winner 

with only one wrong answer! If you would like to see all the right answers, they’re 

printed in the February magazine.  
 
 

 

 



 

STORIES ON THE STREET :  is a creative approach to church/community  

engagement and is suitable for anyone who has the passion for and/or who is    

currently involved in church and community engagement.   

There is a Preparation Evening on Thursday 13th February,  6.00 to 9.00, followed 

by six sessions on : Wednesdays:  March 4th, April 22nd, May 20th, June 24th, July 

22nd, Sept 16th, 5.45-9.00, including food (plus preparation evening Thursday, February 

13th, 6.00-9.00.)  If you are not sure if this is for you, please come along on 13th 

February to find out more. 

Full details are on posters in each Church and on the website.  Please let us 

know you would like to apply for the course (there is a limit on places): 

gail.newell@avp-benefice.org.uk or 01425 839622.  
 

FLOWERS in memory or celebration : St Mary’s Fordingbridge.  The wall 

chart is at the back of church for 2020.  The donation towards flowers remains at 

£20.   Please fill in your name & telephone number for your preferred date.  Any 

queries please contact Helen Tague 01425 655462.  
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER : Friday 6th March at 2pm at Our Lady of Sorrows 

Catholic Church, Fordingbridge.  All welcome to join this worldwide day of prayer, 

this year prepared Christian women of Zimbabwe on the theme of “Rise! Take 

your mat and walk”.  Please contact Rev Nicky Davies if you would like any more 

information or to take part (07931 413629) 
 

BIG TRAIN EVENT :  We are asking for help with cakes, biscuits etc to sell at 

The Big Train Event.  Please contact Di Evans on 01425 291958 if you are able to 

offer some baking help! 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE NEW & VIEWS MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION: 

please remember to pay your subscription as soon as possible! Forms are printed 

in the Magazine. Many thanks. The Magazine Team.  
 
 

ENTRIES FOR PARTNERS:  Due to staff absence please note that the 

deadline for entries for 9th February Partners will be 12noon on Tuesday 4th 

February.   
 

For all future entries, please send text only (not a copy of a poster or flier) 

and in the format of :  TITLE (in bold capitals) followed by text.   
 

There is not always time to check the entries that are sent, so the text given 

is what will appear in the newsletter.  Priority will be given in this order:- to 

AVC events, to events associated with AVC church groups, to charitable 

events in the AVC area, then to other events in the AVC area, and finally to 

events out of the area. We try to include as much as possible, but can't    

guarantee inclusion.  Thank you for your understanding.   



REFLECTION :  
 

Sometimes it seems like the whole world  

is tilting the wrong way: It might be up 

but I am somehow down, and right is  

always somewhere else against my 

wrong,  and then YOU remind me that 

 within me burns an ever shining light 

which no night or stumbling down  

can ever fully dim or finally smite.    (Meister Eckhart.) 
 

Don’t we often say when we feel that everything is going wrong “stop the world I 

want to get off”?  We can’t stop the world but we can leave the world by 

choosing to pause for a while and quietly give ourselves time to  just sit and let 

our thoughts roam. We usually start by thinking about what we have to do next 

and how we are going to ‘fit everything in’!  However by allowing ourselves time 

our minds will roam on to other things maybe helped by that ‘Shining Light.’  

 “This waiting on God in quietness maybe the greatest service to the world if in 

our very apartness the love for people is on our hearts”. (Michael Ramsey) 

 

                                                               Daphne Himmel 

 

 

FAIR TRADE  logos and labels : If you purchase any Fair trade goods with the 

distinctive logo, would you mind cutting  the logo off or removing the whole label 

and putting it in the white box in the Foodbank trolley in St Mary's                

Fordingbridge?  The Fair Trade team are collecting logos and labels for our      

Children's Activity, to be held as part of our Fair trade celebration on February 

29th.  Thanks.  
 

HOLIDAY PLANS AND DATES  :  As you may know, we have three church 

holidays in the pipeline.  At the moment we have vacancies as follows .. 

Oberammergau in May, 2 places.    

Harrogate in September,  4 places 

Holy Land  in May 2021, 5 places.    

Enquiries to me asap please – 01425 471490, jer.178@tiscali.co.uk We’d love to 

have you with us!   Michael Anderson 
 

PRAYERS FOR PEACE : Febuary 4th, 2.30pm at Slate Cottage 27, Bridge Street. 

For further information phone  01425 655505 
 

OPEN SPACE  : Febuary 22nd at Slate Cottage, 27 Bridge Street,   This will be a 

planning meeting for the year. If anyone has an idea of a topic for discussion please 

either come to the meeting or phone  01425 655505 

mailto:jer.178@tiscali.co.uk


This Week 
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Sunday 2 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

February 8.30am Holy Communion Breamore 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion—Snowdrop 

Sunday 

Hale 

 10.30am Allsorts Fordingbridge 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 4.30pm Youth Space Hyde 

 6.00pm Sanctus Fordingbridge 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :   Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and 

wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe,  Church Office, Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163                e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

Mon 27 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

Tue 28 9.00am Connect Group, The Vicarage Frogham Hill 

Weds 29 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

Thur 30 7.00pm Alpha, Church Hall Fordingbrige 

 7.30pm Bell Ringing Fordingbridge 

Fri 31 9.30am Workout and Worship, Church Hall Fordingbridge 

 10.30am Fairtrade Coffee Morning Woodgreen 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Sat 1 Feb 6.00pm Holy Communion—Keble Choir   Fordingbridge 

 9.00pm Sung Compline—Keble Choir  Hale 

Sunday 26 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

January 10.30am Unity Week Service Fordingbridge 

  (no other morning services)  

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 


