
26th May 2019—Easter 6 (Rogation) 
 

Do you ever question why you might be in church today? 

Indeed, why you have a faith, however fragile and wavering at 

times? I guess, someone has touched your heart, has stirred 

your very being and drawn you to an awareness of a mystery 

beyond what you can see, feel and touch. 

 

For me, I am constantly surprised at the depth at which I have 

been touched and continue to be so. My faith continues to grow 

and deepen through many encounters with people who love me 

and help me to love myself-through experiences of sheer grace. 

They continue to put me in touch with the deepest part of me-

the Mystery of Being I choose to call God, and in the words of 

Richard Rhor, ‘The Universal Christ’. And, as he writes in his 

new book of that title: “What if Christ is a name for everything-

in its fullness?” 

 

We are told in today’s story from the Acts of the Apostles in 

that Lydia’s faith was deepened by an encounter with Paul.  Such 

was her joy that she spontaneously responded with a 

generosity of hospitality for Paul. For me, she reached out to 

God/The Universal Christ in Paul. 

 

Can I encourage you today to ponder your journey of faith? 

Who and what have you to be grateful for? What are you 

learning about yourself and your faith? Are we more concerned 

to change others to our faith rather than truly encountering 

others in all their, sometimes, raw humanity, and being open to 

being changed ourselves for Christ’s sake? 

 

John Towler 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.   God Bless 

PARTNERS 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

 

 

COLLECT:  
 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 67 (For Morning Prayer) 
 

God be gracious to us and bless us  

and make his face to shine upon us, 
 

2  That your way may be known upon earth,  

your saving power among all nations. 
 

3  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 
 

4  O let the nations rejoice and be glad,  

for you will judge the peoples righteously 

and govern the nations upon earth. 
 

5  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 
 

6  Then shall the earth bring forth her increase,  

and God, our own God, will bless us. 
 

7  God will bless us,  

and all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 
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A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

Acts 16:9-15 

 

Paul responds to the call to preach further afield.  Note that the writer of Acts goes 

too – 'we set sail'. 

 
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading 

with him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 When he had 

seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being 

convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 11 We 

set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day 

to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district 

of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 

On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed 

there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who 

had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, 

was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 

cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 

When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she 

prevailed upon us.  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                          (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 

 



 

 
 

 John 14:23-29 

 

Jesus promises the gift of the Spirit. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 23 ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you 

hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 25 I have said these things 

to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 

have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 

be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If 

you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father 

is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it 

does occur, you may believe.’ 

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

God our Father, 

your Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

may we thirst for you, 

the spring of life and source of goodness, 

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

 

   

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :  Please send all requests for prayer to   
prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If  you  feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become  a  prayer partner,  please  make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

GARY OUT & ABOUT :   

Gary is off this week, helping family move by looking after grandchildren! 
 

 

KINKIIZI VISITORS - We have two visitors from our link Diocese of Kinkiizi, 

Uganda, Moses and Eric, staying at the Rectory from June 13th-15th - it's rather 

short notice, as their visas have only just arrived.  There will be opportunities to 

meet them at Ringwood Church on Thursday 13th, and at Highcliffe Church on 

Friday 14th, both evenings (details to follow); and I hope they will be at Prayers 

and Coffee Morning at the URC Church (by the Church Office) on Friday 14th, 

9.45.  We are particularly asked to pray for our friends in Kinkiizi on Sunday, June 

2nd (Kinkiizi Sunday), when they will also be praying for us.  Gary. 
 

RETIRED CLERGY LUNCH : On Friday, June 14th, Gary is once again hosting 

the Deanery Lunch for retired clergy and their spouses,, and widow and 

widowers. If anyone would like to make a pudding, or would like to be around 

that lunchtime to help, any offers would be gratefully received (especially as I am 

away until the day before, and then have Ugandan visitors staying!). Thanks, Gary. 
 

THY KINGDOM COME: The Archbishops have asked us once again to make 

the 10 days between Ascension Day (May 30th) and Pentecost (June 9th) a special 

time of prayer.  As well as praying during our Sunday Worship, there will be 

prayers each day as follows  :  
 

Thursday 30th May 7.00pm Patronal Festival Communion, Holy Ascension, Hyde 

Friday 31st May  10.00am at St Boniface, Woodgreen,  before Coffee Morning 

Monday 3rd June 9.00am at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Tuesday 4th June 9.45am at Sandleheath Uniting Church, before Coffee  

    Morning 

Wednesday 5th June 10.30am, Communion at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Thursday 6th June 9.00am Informal Communion at The Church Office, 39  

    Salisbury Street,  Fordingbridge 

    7.00pm at Fordingbridge Church Hall (nb change of  

    venue)  followed by  Joint PCC Meeting 

Friday 7th June  9.00am at St Mary’s, Fordingbridge 

Sunday 9th June 4.00pm at the Christchurch Deanery Celebration Service at 

    St Peter and St Paul, Market Square, Ringwood  BH24 1AW 
 

JOINT PCC MEETING, Fordingbridge Church Hall (nb change of venue) 

Thursday, June 6th, 7.00p.m. – The four PCCs of the Partnership will be meeting, 

but this is an OPEN MEETING, and all are welcome.  We will begin with ‘Thy 

Kingdom Come’ Prayers (see details above), followed by discussions about PCCs, 

simplification of our structures, our plans for the coming years, and our proposed 

new logo and branding will be revealed!  do come if you can, Gary. 
 
 

 



 

MIKE TROTMAN’S ORDINATION :  Mike’s ordination to the Priesthood 

will take place at Winchester Cathedral on Saturday 29 June at 

6.00pm. Everyone is invited to come along to the service, in support of Mike’s 

curacy journey thus far…  There will be sign-up sheets available across our 

churches for those who are offering lifts, and those who would like one!  Mike 

and Heidi would like to thank the benefice for making them feel so welcome 

over the past 12 months.  
 

CHURCH OFFICE :  will be closed on for the week commencing 27th May, 

except for Thursday 27th May (normal opening hours-10.30am to 12noon). 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH AT ST MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE : The team 

at St Mary’s would love any extra volunteers to help at the 9.30am services (not 

on the first Sunday of the month).  If anyone is interested, please speak to one of 

the team at church. 
 

SWEARING  IN  OF  CHURCHWARDENS   :   Our Churchwardens,  

previously serving and newly-elected, will be sworn in at the Archdeacon's      

Visitation at Christchurch Priory on Wednesday, June 5th, refreshments at 7.00, 

Visitation Service at 7.30.  Anyone who would like to come and support their 

Wardens is very welcome.  If you're planning to come and want to share 

transport, let Gary know. 
 

A PLASTIC OCEAN :  All are welcome to see the film “A Plastic Ocean” on 

Wednesday 5 June at Redlynch Village Hall, Lover, SP5 2PG.  7.30pm for 8.00pm 

screening.  Tickets £1 from richard.downard@gmail.com  or 01725 510577.   

Organised by Hale and Redlynch Transition Group.  All proceeds to Plastic 

Oceans charity.  Being shown in connection with New Forest National Park   

Authority. Chris Marshall, who has been a Coastal Ranger for 5 years, will give a 

Q&A after the screening to discuss how the New Forest’s coastline has been   

affected by plastic waste and what we can do to help reduce plastic waste.   
 

FORDINGBRIDGE CULTURE WEEK : May 29th-June 7th.  Throughout the 

week, there series of events and workshops for all ages - and by all ages.  Visit 

www.fordingbridgeevents.com for full details.  There are a mixture of free and 

paid-for events, some of which are : 
 

Saturday 1st June at 7.30pm ‘Double Delights’ Concertos is taking place at    

Fordingbridge.  FREE entry - Retiring Donation (£15 suggested) in aid of church 

funds/ defray expenses.  

Wednesday, June 5th,  7.30pm at Avonway.  Join us for an evening of wine and 

cheese.  Tickets £10.00 from the Avonway office. 

Friday, June 7th,  Fordingbridge Junior School Concert in St Mary's, Fordingbridge, 

at 1.30pm.  

During the week  - Artwork from Burgate School on display in Fordingbridge 

Church during the week. 

 



REFLECTION : Troubles  in Yemen have  worsened since 2015.  Thankfully 

MSF still has a presence  with  2,200 staff working in 12 hospitals and health 

centres and providing support to a further 20 hospitals’  Since  2015 MSF teams 

have treated 90,000 for violence-related injuries, 110,000 for cholera, 14,000 for 

malnutrition. 

Elma Wong, an Anaesthetist tells us that this is her fourth assignment in Yemen – 

she sees a broken country and a broken health system.   Ordinary people are 

bearing the brunt of the conflict.  Elma goes on to tell us about eight year old 

Amarah who was playing with her friends – three girls and a boy – in a field 

where the family kept their sheep.  Amarah stepped on a land mine.  Her 

Grandma hearing the explosion rushed out to find the boy dead, Amarah, 

seriously  injured, - thhe other three with minor injuries,   By donkey and car 

Amarah got to hospital in a critical condition worsened by  serious 

malnourishment  After 10 operations Amarah  recovered. 

We give thanks for charities like MSF and volunteers who regularly give up their 

tlme.  We pray for them and the people of Yemen. 
 

       Daphne Himmel 

 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT TRAINING :  There is a training day arranged 

for people who would like to develop their skills and knowledge to help them 

support people who have been bereaved. This is being organised in partnership 

with the New Life Church. The training day is being held at ‘The Branch’, 1 High 

Street, Fordingbridge on Thursday 6th June; 9.00am - 3.00pm.  We will be        

exploring how people grieve: how we can support bereaved people and what 

can help and hinder the grieving process. This will be particularly helpful for   

people involved in Pastoral Care. If anyone would be interested in attending, 

please contact Kate on 01425 540669. There is no charge for this course and 

refreshments and lunch will be provided.  
 

 

OPEN SPACE :  Saturday June 8th, 11am—1pm at Slate Cottage, Bridge Street 

Fordingbridge.  Ann Lewin will be talking on death and resurrection in poetry.  
 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH COFFEE MORNING : all are welcome Thursday 

30th May, 10.30am to 12noon at Ambridge, Whitsbury Road, Fordingbridge.  

There will be tea/coffee and cake, raffle, plant stall and Mike Ireland will be    

playing the guitar.  Limited parking so please car share if possible.  Ann Pye. 
 

WALKING TOUR OF SALISBURY : If you would like to join a Walking Tour 

of Salisbury on Tuesday 18 June, there are 7 places left.  Cost £4.00. Meet by The 

Guildhall at 6.20 p.m.  Please contact Helen Tague if interested 01425 655462 or 

thetagues@fordingbridge.com 

mailto:thetagues@fordingbridge.com
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Monday 27  Church Office closed all week except Thurs Fordingbridge 

Wednesday 29 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion   Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop In Fordingbridge 

Thursday 30 10.30-12 Church Office open  Fordingbridge 

Ascension  Thy Kingdom Come prayers begin  

Day 7.00pm Holy Communion-Patronal Hyde 

 7.30pm Bellringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 31 10.30am Fairtrade Coffee Morning Woodgreen 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Saturday 1 June 12noon Wedding-Nicole Elderfield & Daniel Wilson Hale 

Sunday 26 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

May 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Holy Communion Sandleheath 

 11.00am Matins Breamore 

 4.00pm Baptism Meeting in Church Fordingbridge 

 6.30pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

Contact : Jackie Garratt or Gail Newell,  Church Office, The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163               e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

Sunday 2 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

June 8.30am Holy Communion Breamore 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Hale 

 10.30am Allsorts and baptism Fordingbridge 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 4.30pm Youth Space Hyde 


