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The story of the road to Emmaus could be re-titled Sunset to 
Sunrise.  We find Cleopas and another disciple, walking into the 
sunset, for Emmaus was to the west of Jerusalem.  They were feeling 
very down. They were present when the women returned from the 
empty tomb, yet they could not understand that it was empty 
because Jesus had risen, had conquered all, even death.  They 
wanted Jesus to be the one who would redeem Israel, set them free 
from the Romans.  They use the word, redeem from redemption, 
which was the payment made to buy a slave out of slavery.  They the 
Israelites, they were slaves to the Romans.  They wanted Jesus to be 
a violent rebel,  driving out the roman soldiers, bringing freedom 
from Rome.   Now all was lost. No redemption for them. Everything 
was doom and gloom. They could not understand that physical force 
and bloody murder would not bring them their redemption.  
 

Jesus revealed  to them that this was not the case.  He explained 
that by submitting to your oppressor, while speaking up for the 
oppressed and keeping your moral integrity clean, this would build a 
kingdom of love, which would triumph over all in the end.   Instead 
of looking into the sunset, and the ending, the impending gloom, we 
need to recognize that  through following Jesus, the Jesus who died 
for us, who paid the price of our  redemption, we may walk tall into 
the glorious sun rise, and  the enriched new life.  Even when things 
are gloomy in our lives,  let us be pilgrims on the Emmaus Road, 
constantly learning to live the way of Jesus.  Just as Cleopas and the 
other disciple did. "For only they who bear the cross may hope to 
wear the glorious crown" . Travel the Emmaus Road that leads to 
the  "wonderful new life of Jesus. ".    

From a fellow pilgrim and traveller 

Ian Newman 
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We welcome all,  especially visitors  and  those attending  for the first time.    If  
you  need  gluten  free  wafers  at  Communion,  please   speak  to   someone   
at   the  door  before  the  service.   Please take this  newsletter home with you 
for the week ahead.   Please  stay  after  the  morning  service for tea and 
coffee, to  meet   folk  and ask any questions.  God Bless 



READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 
 

 

COLLECT:  

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 116:1-7  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. I love the Lord, for he has heard the voice of my supplication;  

 because he inclined his ear to me on the day I called to him. 
 

2. The snares of death encompassed me; the pains of hell took hold of me;  

 by grief and sorrow was I held. 
 

3. Then I called upon the name of the Lord:  

 ‘O Lord, I beg you, deliver my soul.’ 
 

4. Gracious is the Lord and righteous;  

 our God is full of compassion. 
 

5. The Lord watches over the simple;  

 I was brought very low and he saved me. 
 

6. Turn again to your rest, O my soul,  

 for the Lord has been gracious to you. 
 

7. For you have delivered my soul from death,  

 my eyes from tears and my feet from falling. 
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A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 

Peter continues his sermon to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost, assuring them 
that they too can receive forgiveness and the gift of the Spirit. 

 

On the day of Pentecost, 14 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd, 36 ‘Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ 37 Now 
when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 
other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 38 Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for 
you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to him.’ 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 
them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ 41 So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added to their number.  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 
For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 
Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

Luke 24:13-35 
 

Jesus makes himself known, on the evening of the first Easter Day, as he breaks 
bread with two disciples who have not recognized him. 

 
13 On that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other 
while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad.  



18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 
these days?’ 19 Jesus asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see Jesus.’ 25 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?’ 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came 
near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 
29 But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at 
the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus; and he vanished from 
their sight. 32 They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33 That 
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and 
their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they told what had happened on 
the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 



 

GARY OUT AND ABOUT :  Tuesday, 10.15-11.00, Coffee Morning at 
Sandleheath. Wednesday evening, PCC at St Boniface. 
Thursday afternoon, Puddle Ducklings and Boost, followed by SAT Supper at 
Fordingbridge 

Gary's Party - Thank you everyone who helped in any way with the Party on 
Easter Day, or who came on contributed in any other way.  It was a very splendid 
afternoon, enjoyed by all those who came from within the Partnership or 
without.  And the tea and hall were both splendid.  Thank you also for the 
overwhelming cards, greetings and gifts - all far too generous.  If anyone took 
photos that afternoon, I'd be interesting in seeing them - I didn't have time to any 
myself. Blessings,Gary. 
 

SPRING CLEAN AT HALE  - the Spring Clean planned for April 29th has had to be 
postponed to Saturday, May 13th, 10.00-12.00, followed by Bring and share 
Lunch.  All welcome. 

FORDINGBRIDGE ANNUAL MEETING - There are copies for you to take of Gary's 
Report to Monday's Annual Meeting in Fordingbridge Church, and also copies of 
his reflections on the substantial Roy Lillington Legacy, which has recently been 
gifted to us. 
 

MONDAY 1st MAY—Please note that there is no Morning Prayer at 
Fordingbridge. 
 

SAT MEAL  : On Thursday, May 4th, we are hosting our annual meeting of the 
Southern Area Team of Area and Assistant Area Deans, Lay Chairs of Synod and 
others - around 25, in the Church Hall in Fordingbridge.  Mark Ward and I have 
the catering in hand, but we would appreciate some help with serving and 
washing up, as we move straight into the meeting after the meal.  We'd need help 
from about 5.30-7.00.  Any offers to Gary, please.  Thanks. 
 

EXCITE : On Saturday May 20th, 2.30pm to 5pm at Hyde Church. Christchurch 
Deanery presents a Celebration Afternoon, for everyone, of all ages including 
children’s activities.  At Hyde Church, SP6 2QJ.  An afternoon with the Revd Tim 
Matthews, Priest-in-Charge of St Swithun’s, Bournemouth. Worship, teaching, 
fellowship and food!  More details: Rectory@AVP-Benefice.org.uk 01425 839622 
 

HOPEWEAVERS QUIET DAY/EVENING : Friday 12th May, 7-9pm and Saturday 
12th May, 10am to 4pm at Hyde Church, SP6 2QJ..  Come and experience the 
special Hopeweavers blend of prayer, quiet, creativity and fellowship.  We are 
very fortunate that Jacqui Lea, the Guardian of the Hopeweavers community is  
leading these events.  For more details or to book a space, contact Sue at 
Hopeweavers at hopeweaversspace@gmail.com or 07821 105245  

 
 



 

MAY DAY Singing at Fordingbridge - On Sunday, May 7th, from about 10.00a.m., 
the choir will be singing from the top of the tower as usual.  Do come early to 
the 10.30 Allsorts Service to hear them. 
 

PRAYING FOR  THE  PARISH :  Our parish  will  be  prayed  for  at  Winchester 
Cathedral on  Monday  1st  May  at  5.30pm  during the Evening Prayer (Said) 
service.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH UK : coffee and cakes on Friday 5th May, 10am to 
12noon, 25 Bridge Street, Fordingbridge.   Cakes,  raffle,  jewellery,   Mike Ireland 
and his guitar, and plants.  Please come along and support this charity. 
 

ARE YOU A BLUE BADGE HOLDER? : it would be very helpful to Fordingbridge 
PCC  to  know  how many  worshippers are  Blue  Badge holders.   We intend to 
improve the area at St Mary’s and  we would  like  to know if the number of 
spaces  provided for accessible parking is about right!  Please could you give the 
Church Office your name and contact details if this affects you. Many thanks.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS : to Ian and Ann Campbell who celebrate their Diamond 
Wedding on the 11th May.  We  wish  them God's continuing blessing on their 
future. 
 

TOFSS (Too Old For Sunday School) House Group : 10.45 - 12.15pm, Thursday 4 
May, at John & Pat Bloomfield’s,  15 Provost Street, SP6 1AY.  Refreshments. 
Watching a dvd of church leader and international speaker, Jay Pathak, on John 
3, called “Jesus the Doctor”;   discussion and prayer.   All welcome.  
 

GIFT  FOR  OPEN  DOORS:  as a consequence of the Fast Food lunches held in 
Lent, a gift of £537.40 is being sent to Open Doors from Avon Valley Partnership, 
with our love and prayers for the Persecuted Church.   We thank God for the 
generosity and compassion of those who joined us.   Sarah, John and Pat 
 

COFFEE PLUS  Films on Saturday 22 April raised £41 for the Mission 
Matters’  'Speakers Fund'.  Thank you to those who helped and supported.  Alan 
& Gwenda Moore, John and Pat Bloomfield 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE AND FOREST EDGE FLOWER CLUBS : are pleased to present  
National Demonstrator,  Angela Turner with her title -" Singalonga" An evening of 
flowers, music and song. Friday, 30th June. 7.00 for 7.30pm. St. Mary's Church, 
Fordingbridge. Tickets £12.00 to include light refreshments and lucky flower 
draw (arrangements done by Angela). Please contact Helen Tague- 655462 or 
email the.tagues@fordingbridge.com Closing date Monday 19th June. 
 

LOST PROPERTY : Dark green glasses case containing glasses left in St Mary's, 
Hale after the Palm Sunday service. Call Nicky to be reunited! 07931 4136329.  

mailto:the.tagues@fordingbridge.com


REFLECTION :  Last Monday was St. Georges Day deferred from Sunday.  We do not 
make as much fuss as Scotland and Wales about our Patron Saint, maybe because 
we don’t know that much about him.  The Archdeacon of Barking tells us that St. 
George was born into a Palestinian Christian family.   He was a Christian victim of 
persecution under the Roman Emperor Diocletian in 303AD.  From the little we 
know of him, we understand that he gave his goods to the poor and openly 
confessed his Christian Faith before the court.  He was a warrior but for peace.  St. 
George is revered by Christians and many Muslims in the Middle East. They go to 
an Eastern Orthodox Shrine of St. George at Beith Jala, near Jerusalem. Jews go 
there too believing that Elijah was buried there.  
Nothing that we know about St. George lends itself to narrow patriotism. We 
consider his unfailing  Faith, his Christian values, his belief in peace leading to his 
openness and willingness to share his faith with other faiths.  All perhaps the 
result of slaying his dragon?  We might consider our ‘dragon’? 

Daphne Himmel 

AVP BOOK GROUP : We are starting a book group offering one book quarterly with 
an option to meet to discuss at the end. The book for May-July 2017 is “Seeking God 
– the way of St Benedict” by Esther De Waal. 10 copies are available to be borrowed 
or you can buy it through  Amazon or  Abebooks.   This book  fits together with the 
Diocesan  Rule  of  Life  which  is based on Benedict’s rule.  To secure a borrowed 
copy please email Mark Ward – mark@fordingbridge.com or leave a message on the 
church office phone 01425 653163. The discussion date will be announced later. 
 

NONES (A short Service at the monastic ninth hour of the day - i.e., 3.00p.m.) AT 
BREAMORE  :  On  Sunday  7th May at 3pm the history of Merton  Augustinian Priory 
will be highlighted and remembered at St Mary's Church, Breamore.  Breamore 
Church was built by Saxons around 980, and  an  Augustinian  Priory was established 
further down the hill in 1130. Merton Priory contributed St Thomas a Becket, a Pope 
- Adrian IV (Nicholas Breakespear), the laws of this country— Magna Carta refined at 
Merton into the Eleven Statutes of Merton in 1236 and housed in the House of Lords, 
and Merton College, Oxford, founded by Walter de Merton in 1264.  The Friends of 
Merton Priory are organising  the service with a  local choir taking part.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend this very interesting event at 3pm at St Mary's, Breamore,          
followed by a cream tea for all. 
 

NEW HOUSE GROUP : At Mill View, Breamore on Thursdays from 7.30pm to 9pm.  
Further details from Beverley Judd 01725 512018 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL CHOIR CONCERT : “Sacred Masterpieces”, St George’s 
Church, Damerham on Monday 15 May at 7.30pm.  Tickets £15, Gillian Benfield 
01725 518429 

mailto:mark@fordingbridge.com


Contact:  Gail Newell or Marie Gray at  the Church Office  

The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge  SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163        e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com        www.avp-benefice.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CALLERS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 

                   

This Week ………... 

30 April 2017 — Easter 3 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN—Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk. If  you  
feel  able  to  commit  to  regular prayer for those on the  list  and wish  to  become  a  prayer  partner,  

please  also make contact with the above e-mail address. 

Monday 1st  Church office closed Fordingbridge 

  No Morning Prayer  

Tuesday 2nd 10.15am Coffee Morning Sandleheath 

Wednesday 3rd 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.30am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Hale and Woodgreen PCC Woodgreen 

 7.45pm Meditation Group—Church Fordingbridge 

Thursday 4th 1.45pm Puddle Ducklings Fordingbridge 

 3.30pm Boost Fordingbridge 

 7.30pm Bell ringing Fordingbridge 

Friday 5th 6.20pm Choir practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 7th May 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 9.00am Holy Communion Godshill 

 10.00am Holy Communion & baptism Hale 

 10.30am Allsorts Fordingbridge 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 3.00pm Nones (Merton Priory Service) Breamore 

Sunday 30th Apr 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 8.30am Holy Communion Breamore 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Steam Service Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service—C of E Sandleheath 


