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weekly newsletter 

We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.    If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.    

Please stay after the morning service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.  God Bless 

A time to Vote!  Jesus was born, lived, served and died in a land 

under Roman occupation, in an oppressed society, and            

surrounded by religious bigotry. His ministry of care and        

compassion was both ridiculed and condemned – it cost Him his 

life.  Yet He conversed with the soldiers, healed their sick and paid 

their taxes. Like us, He was subject to the governing authorities. 

He gave them respect and honour. 
 

Governments are established by God and are accountable to Him 

– be it local, national, or international, which is why we pray for 

local authorities as well as for party leaders, party conferences, 

trade unions, elections, and international leaders as they seek a 

just and honest dealing with their people. 
 

At such a time as this we need to pray for clarity in the midst of 

confusion, and honesty where there appears to be falsehood and 

lying.  We are to review the past, thank God for the present and 

to pray for the future – for stability in our own society and       

integrity in relations with our neighbouring countries. 
 

A future and a hope are rooted in not only a belief in God, but a 

confidence in Him – a working relationship with Him: answered 

prayer, plans revealed, with a confidence to carry them through, in 

partnership for the common good. 
 

Whatever our political persuasion or depth of faith, may we face 

the coming days with earnest prayer for those in authority, that 

they may seek the good of all beyond personal kudos, reputation 

or gain.  May God give His wisdom, guidance and ability, to enable 

our leaders to lead those in their care with humility and        

compassion in the democracy where we have the privilege to live. 
 

Take your part – read, pray, vote – this week! 
 

Canon Michael Anderson 



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  

 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as  

   judge and Saviour 

we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 72:1-7  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1. Give the king your judgements, O God, 

and your righteousness to the son of a king. 

 

2. Then shall he judge your people righteously 

and your poor with justice. 

 

3. May the mountains bring forth peace, 

and the little hills righteousness for the people. 

 

4. May he defend the poor among the people, 

deliver the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. 

 

5. May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

from one generation to another. 

 

6. May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, 

like the showers that water the earth. 

 

7. In his time shall righteousness flourish, 
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A Reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah  

Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

Isaiah foretells the coming of the Messiah from the House of David. 

 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 

of his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  He shall 

not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 

the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 

breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt 

around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live 

with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 

the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear 

shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 

the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned 

child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on 

all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand   as a 

signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 

glorious. 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                          (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 

 

 



Matthew 3:1-12 
 

John the Baptist preaches in preparation for the arrival of Jesus. 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3 This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’ 4 Now John wore clothing 

of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 

wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 

and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not 

presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the 

axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I baptize you with water for 

repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 

His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will 

gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Father in heaven, 

you sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 

in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, 

we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN  

 



GARY OUT & ABOUT :   Monday, Benefice of the Future Meeting in 

Winchester in the morning, and 'Ministry Development Review' in the 

afternoon, followed by Messy Church at Hyde.  Tuesday, Christmas Show at 

Breamore School in the morning.  Wednesday, Godshill Coffee Morning, 

Nativity at Fordingbridge Nursery in the afternoon, Carol Singing at the Horse 

and Groom in the evening.  Thursday, Voting, Staff Christmas Brunch, Hyde 

School Nativity in the afternoon, Governors' Meeting at Hyde and Fordingbridge 

Junior School Carol Service in the evening.  Friday, Woodgreen Coffee Morning, 

Ringing a Quarter Peal at Fordingbridge early evening, followed Air Training 

Cadets enrolment in the evening.  Saturday, Fordingbridge Choral and locals 

schools Concert at Fordingbridge in the evening. 
 

WORSHIP REVIEW : Most will know that we have been undertaking a 

Benefice Worship Review over the past couple of months.  The Responses to the 

Questionnaire, and now the Proposals are on our Website.   All the PCCs have 

discussed at meetings or by e-mail, and others are invited to make constructive 

comments if they wish - speak to or e-mail Gary or any of the Ministry Team 

(Fordingbridge will discuss after the Service on January 12th (tbc), Hyde Church 

on January 19th, Breamore, Godshill, Hale & Woodgreen informally). 
 

SANCTUS : A huge thank you to everyone who supported World AIDS Day by 

giving, donating and wearing a red ribbon. We raised £140 for the ongoing work 

of the National AIDS Trust, and showed our solidarity for all those affected. Our 

sanctus gathering was a moving time of worship, and next week (15th) we are 

exploring an 'alternative Christmas’ for all those who find Christmas a difficult 

time… Love Heidi and Mike.   
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS : detailing all of our Services and Events for Christmas 

are available in church.  Please distribute them wherever you can. 
 
 

BENEFICE 2020 DIARIES : There are now some Benefice diaries in each 

church, please have a look and if you would like one, a donation in the wall safe 

would be much appreciated! 
 

ALPHA BITESIZE is coming to our community!  You are invited to Alpha 

for a time of great food, even better conversation and talks that make you think. 

Alpha is a chance to explore life and the Christian faith in a friendly, informal and  

open environment.    
 

Starting on Thursday 16th January at 7pm at St Mary’s Church Hall, 

Fordingbridge. Running for only 6 consecutive weeks, why not give Alpha a go? 
 

RSVP to Heidi & Mike Trotman   M: 07525 662999   E: metrotman@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Caterers needed! If you are willing to help cook a simple meal for one of the 

six sessions please speak to Kate Wilson to find out more. Many thanks in 

anticipation. 
 

 

mailto:metrotman@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

CAROL SINGING AROUND THE PARISH : We shall be  singing Christmas 

Carols again in some of the care homes/sheltered accommodation around    

Fordingbridge.  It is just a matter of   turning up if you can on the day, and singing 

favourite  carols - we've been invited by a number of places to come and sing :  

Allenbrook       Mon 16 Dec  11.00am 

Ford Ward      Mon 16 Dec  2.00pm 

Fordingbridge Care Home Tue 17 Dec  3.00pm 

Homebridge House      Wed 18 Dec  10.00am 

Avonway Lunch Club  Thur 19 Dec  11.30am 

Glynn Court     Thur 19 Dec  3.00pm 

Carols around the   ) 

Christmas tree at the  ) Sat 21 Dec  10.00am to 11.00am 

Gourmet Grocer.  ) 

Abbeyfields    Mon 23 Dec  2.30pm 
 

Please do sign up on the sheet in St Mary’s Fordingbridge if you are able to come 

along, it is much appreciated by the audiences! 
 

 

PUDDLE POWER! Would you consider helping at Puddle Ducklings? Its in-

creased popularity means we need you! We meet monthly on the 1st Thursday, 

12.30pm to 2.30pm with set up at 11.30am. Men and women welcome! If you 

can’t commit to every month or the whole session, we still want to hear from 

you. For more information contact Janet Newman 01425 653269.  
 

ONE VOICE :  William Shearing’s One Voice choir will be performing their chari-

ty concert at the URC on Monday 16th December. It starts at 7.30pm in aid of 

the homeless charity “Crisis”. Tickets are £8 and available from Viv on 01725 

512267. A few may be available on the door so buy yours now! 
 

ADVENT  TEA :  Thank you to everyone who contributed and supported our 

first Advent Afternoon Tea particularly Janet for her delicious sandwiches.  Thank 

you for the very appreciative comments from everyone. We were very happy    

indeed with the net result of £235. Helen & Sarah 
 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS and TABLE DECORATIONS : Tuesday 10th  

December Wreath making in the Church Hall from 9.30am.  We would welcome 

any small greenery/foliage that can be cut up so please nothing as large as a laurel 

leaf! Contact Helen on 01425 655462 if there are any queries.  Collection or    

orders from 3.00-4.00pm. 

 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  :   Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If you feel able to commit to  regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/events/category/BCM-training/


REFLECTION :   “Why have we gone back to so much racism?”  A question 

arising out of an ordinary conversation.  We live in dark uncertain times – 

sometimes it feels as if we have lost any sense of discernment of right/ wrong, 

good /bad.  Then remembering the London Bridge attack it is clear that we have 

not lost our ability to be kind.   Schools and parents are emphasising the need to 

teach our children   kindness. 
 

David Attenborough complaining about the Prime Minister’s nonattendance at the 

debate on climate change said   ”We must be fair, maybe The PM had something 

more important to do.” He clearly didn’t believe this but he emphasised the 

importance of being aware of the ‘other side’ as a possibility. During Advent as we 

wait for the coming of the ‘Light of the World.’  perhaps in our quiet ‘waiting 

times’ we might concentrate on being aware of the ‘other side’ – there are always 

two sides and we tend, especially when we are angry  only  to see one side, ‘my 

side’!  Jesus always looked at the ‘other side. 
 

We watch and wait to be aware  
 

Daphne Himmel 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP AFTERNOON :  We welcome everyone to an afternoon of 

Fellowship,Fun and Festivities on Wednesday December 11th in St Mary’s Church 

Hall, Fordingbridge at 2.30pm 
 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT APPEAL :  Could you help the Salvation Army make 

Christmas special for those who may have little or nothing under the tree on 

Christmas morning?  Any new, unwrapped gifts may be left at The Salvation    

Army, Fordingbridge;  Burgate School; The Branch or The Gourmet Grocer. 
 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ :  Just when you thought there was nothing else to do, 

there’s the CHRISTMAS QUIZ in aid of St Mary’s Fordingbridge!!!  Quiz sheets 

are £1 and available from Viv Finch (01725 512267) or Judith Dowsett (01425 

650335). Share the fun with friends and relatives by popping a copy in with their 

Christmas card! AND there’s a prize for the most correct answers! 
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES :  Thank you to everyone who filled their 

boxes again this year.  The empty boxes are now in Church Office for     

collecting – so please do go and get yours and start filling it again today.  Many 

thanks.  Sarah Farr 
 

HYDE MOTHER’S UNION :  The next meeting of Hyde Mother's Union will 

take place on Tuesday December 10th at 7.30pm in Frogham Chapel. This will be 

our Christmas Gathering and we do hope that you will join us. Seasonal            

refreshments will be served. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE : will be closed Thursday 12th December for Staff Brunch. 
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Monday 9 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 3.30pm Messy Church Hyde 

Tues 10 7.30pm Hyde Mother’s Union Frogham Chapel 

Weds 11 9.00am Morning Prayer Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Coffee Morning, Village Hall Godshill 

 10.00am Prayer Meeting Frogham Chapel 

 10.00am Holy Communion  Fordingbridge 

 7.45pm Meditation Drop In Fordingbridge 

Thur 12  Church Office closed Fordingbridge 

Friday 13 9.30am Workout and Worship, Church Hall Fordingbridge 

 10.30am Fairtrade Christmas Coffee Morning Woodgreen 

 6.20pm Choir Practice Fordingbridge 

Sunday 15 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

December 9.30am Sung Eucharist (Taize) Fordingbridge 

 9.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.30am Baptism Fordingbridge 

 5.00pm Carols by Candlelight, Darkness 

to Light 

Woodgreen 

 6.00pm Carol Service by Candlelight Sandleheath 

 6.00pm Carol Service and nibbles Breamore 

 6.00pm Sanctus Fordingbridge 

Sunday 8 8.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

December 8.30am Holy Communion Hyde 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Carol Service Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Morning Service Sandleheath 

 11.00am Morning Service Breamore 

 4.00pm Christingle Service (4.00 slot) Hyde 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe,  Church Office, Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 

Tel. 01425 653163                e-mail:church.office@fordingbridge.com              www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  - MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.30am to 12 noon 


