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Marking a Busy Five Years

Pictured above: Volunteers at the
Ringwood Distribution Centre

Ringwood Foodbank
Unit 10a Forest Corner Farm,
Hangersley, Ringwood, BH24 3JW

T: 01425 600134
Incredibly, it’s now five years since the creation E: info@ringwood.foodbank.org.uk
of Ringwood Foodbank. Much has happened in that

time, to take forward the vision to feed people in crisis.
Remarkably, there’s not a single paid staff member among the 140 or so people who
now run distribution centres in Ringwood, Verwood and Fordingbridge, three days
every week.
Supported by the regular donations of money from members of the ‘500 Club’ and
one off monetary gifts or food collections through special events organised by
schools, businesses, churches and supermarkets, Ringwood Foodbank has fed over
6,500 people since it began in 2013.
The tremendous practical and financial support it receives from the local
community has made it possible to bring in new ideas and initiatives to support
people struggling to feed their families – these include a school holiday lunch club,
bread and hot food vouchers, on-line facilities to help clients access further help, a
website and social media presence and the introduction of non-food items such as
personal care and household products.
Crucially some of the donated income is used to run
the growing programme of food distribution from fit
93,000 kg is
for purpose warehouse facilities just outside
equivalent
to
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the
weight
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Pictured cutting the cake: Jacqueline Brown benefit, particularly during busy donation periods
and Claire Skelley, two of the founding
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members of Ringwood Foodbank.
All in all it’s a far cry from the early days when the
seed of an idea was emerging with the help of representatives of The Trussell Trust,
the UK’s largest provider of Foodbanks. They continue to provide us with training and guidance.
The red vouchers that permit families to access the Foodbanks are issued by a growing number of local agencies including
schools, doctors surgeries and other healthcare settings, the Citizens Advice Bureau and churches.
We’d like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who has helped us during the last five years. It has been a real team effort
to reduce the impact of hunger in our local areas. We are truly grateful for your ongoing support.

New Cookbook for Tasty Meals

At Ringwood Foodbank we are thrilled
to be able to offer this exciting new
booklet ‘Tin to Table’ to our clients. The idea was initiated by Lymington Basics Foodbank and
published by the New Forest District Council. It is a guide to easy recipes using ingredients
from foodbanks to create appetising and tasty meals. The ‘posh peaches’ look very tempting.
It is beautifully presented full of colour photos and well laid out to find out information. But
it is much more than a recipe book as it gives hints and tips about how to reduce the stressful
situation of feeding a family on a limited budget. There are names and address of how to get
help both locally and nationally as well as the details of the Foodbanks within the New Forest
including Ringwood Foodbank.
We have received very positive feedback from all those who have enjoyed reading and using
it.
We now have a Facebook page. Please like or follow us and you will receive all the news and updates to
our shopping list when we are running short of some food items. Search for Ringwood Foodbank and you
should find us.

A Christmas Carol for Foodbank

This year’s Christmas Production at Burgate School, Fordingbridge, will be Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, and
will be in aid of the Ringwood Foodbank. Matthew Cakebread, Head of Modern Languages at Burgate School
says “In the spirit of the story, and keen to make this an opportunity to reach out to our community by giving
a little back, we'd like to make this an event which supports the local Foodbank.”
The Christmas Production is always a major event in the Burgate School calendar, and in Fordingbridge
generally.
Among the various activities around the event, pupils will be producing a video about the
Foodbank, following the course of a food donation through the Warehouse and the Distribution Centre.
In addition to the cost of their ticket, people attending the production will be asked to bring a donation of food for the Foodbank. During
the event, there will be a pop-up marketplace in the reception area for local traders who will be invited to make a contribution to the
Foodbank for the space they occupy. The Foodbank will also have a display.
The Burgate School production of A Christmas Carol will be on December 11, 12, 13 and 14.
Ringwood Foodbank
has teamed up with
Price’s Fish and Chip
shop to provide people
in need with free hot
food. The Foodbank had
been considering for some time how
they could provide hot food for people
immediately in need when they were
approached by James Price of Price’s
Fish and Chip shop. James told us that
at the end of each service he always
had good food left over which was quite
often wasted. He generously offered us
the opportunity to offer this food to
Foodbank clients. We now have a
scheme up and running where clients of
Ringwood Distribution Centre at the
Wesley Centre are offered a voucher for
free hot food. The food is available
towards the end of service and is what
the shop has left over. The response
from clients has been positive with
comments such as `The food was great
and I got a really generous amount’.
James Price commented `I am really
pleased that we can help people in
need in our community and at the same
time reduce the amount of food
wasted.’
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Ever thought of joining the
Ringwood Foodbank 500 Club?
Running Ringwood Foodbank takes money as well as
food donations and volunteer hours. The 500 Club
enables donors to support the work of the Foodbank
and allows us to claim gift aid from the taxman which
increases each regular donation by 25%.

Ron Cherrett, Manager of
McColl’s Ringwood presenting
Ringwood Foodbank
Volunteer Jayne Cox with a
cheque for £329.45 from their
‘Making a Difference Locally’
charity.
One man’s rubbish...
A community litter-pick in Hyde
earlier this year produced a £20
note and a £10 note. As the £20
was discovered by a member of
the Foodbank team it was
agreed that this should go to the
Foodbank.

Where Can I donate Food?
We have collection points for donating food at:

Ringwood:
• Waitrose
• Sainsburys
• Nationwide Building Society
• Santander Bank
Ferndown
• Tesco
• Trussell Trust Shop
Alderholt Co-op
Fordingbridge Co-op

Verwood
• Trussell Trust Shop
• Co-op
Many local churches also have
collection points.
We would be grateful for larger
donations to come direct to the
warehouse. (Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays 9:30-12)

What food should I Donate?
Stock demands are changing all the time, please check our
website and Facebook page for up to date information.
Thank you.

Gifts of two or five pounds a month by standing order
make a real difference to our financing. Carrying out
our work run by over 140 unpaid volunteers currently
costs over £1000 per month. The fees of hiring spaces
and utilities are our biggest costs. If 500 people give
£2 each month we’ll be able to remain financially
viable.
If you or your friends would like to join The 500 Club
the necessary form can be downloaded from our
website: ringwood.foodbank.org.uk Alternatively
phone us (01425 600134) and ask us for a form.

500 CLUB
Verwood Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed at the Verwood Distribution
Centre of Ringwood Foodbank. We are open
three times a week on Mon Wed and Fri between
11am and 1.30pm, and operate from Verwood
United Reformed Church, next door to the library.
We would welcome offers of help to join our
friendly team in providing a warm welcome and
packing food for families in crisis. There are also
opportunities to be a driver, collecting food from
the warehouse.
If you feel you'd like to support us please make
contact via our website (see top of page 1 for
details). If you'd like more information first, please
ask for a call from the manager, Carolyn
Johannesen, in your message and I will get in
touch. Thank you.
- Carolyn Johannesen, Verwood DC Manager

Ringwood Foodbank Distribution Centre Opening Times:
The Wesley Centre Ringwood & United Reformed Church Verwood: Mon, Wed, Fri. 11:30 -1:30
United Reformed Church Fordingbridge: Mon, Wed, Fri. 12:30 - 2:30

