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Partners is the AVC weekly news leaflet available in church. If 
you would like to receive a copy via email please send your  
request to the Church Office. (Contact details on the back cover) 

We will continue to collect items for the May magazine but await 
further guidance with regard to the best way to communicate with 
you. Please check the website for details.  
All items for the May 2020 issue of the magazine need to be sent 
to one of the editorial team by Thursday 9 April please.  
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In this issue 

St Giles Godshill, Sandleheath Church and St Mary’s Fordingbridge 
are part of Avon Valley Churches.  

Our Values: Growing in Faith, Reaching Out to All 

Our Vision: To live the mission of Jesus 
Our Aim:   We are here to share the love of God by knowing  
Jesus and making him known to others  
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 AVC Events for April 2020 

Self isolation and Social distancing to reduce the transmission of 
Covid-19 has meant cancellation of all the events previously 
planned for April and until further notice.  

NB. ALL OUR CHURCHES WILL NOW BE CLOSED.  

Reprinted below is a Pastoral Letter from Canon Gary which sets 
out the current way forward in the benefice.  Given the fast  
moving nature of events, plans are likely to continue to evolve in 
the coming days and weeks. Please check Partners or with the  
Parish Office for latest information.   

  20/III/20 

From Canon Gary Philbrick, 

Rector of the Avon Valley Churches 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

A PASTORAL LETTER TO THE CONGREGATIONS 

AND CHURCHES OF THE AVON VALLEY BENEFICE 
 

We are living through unprecedented times - I think that only those who have lived 

through the last War will have experienced anything like the disruption to our lives 

that we are facing now.  The whole Staff Team is very aware of the different  

problems many of us will be facing over the coming weeks, and over the past few 

days, we have been very intensively planning how our Church life will continue. 

 

We have been instructed by the Church of England that there will be no Public 

Worship in our Churches until further notice, so we are not allowed to hold any 

Service (except, with conditions, Weddings and Funerals) – we will, however, be con-

tinuing with worship, prayer and service, as detailed below. 

 

There will be further advice in Partners and on our website (search for Avon Valley 

Churches) over the coming weeks; our Services (see below) will be streamed on 

the AvonValleyChurches Facebook Page (although we are exploring other forms of 

communication, too). 

 

If you need further information, or help of any sort, do phone me or the Church 

Office, or anyone in the Staff Team, and we’ll see what we can do.  And if you need 

any technical help with Facebook or other things, again, be in touch.  We’d like to 

encourage all of our Church members to benefit from our prayer and fellowship 

together, especially when some people may feel quite isolated. 

 

Here are the details some of the things which will be happening: 
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WORSHIP 

• Starting on Sunday, March 22nd, with a Communion Service for Mothering  

Sunday, there will be a Service every Sunday at 10.00a.m.  You will be able to 

find this through Facebook, or via the Facebook part of our website.  You can 

join in at 10.00, so we are all praying and worshipping together, or you’ll be 

able to access the Services any time after that in the same places.  An Order of 

Service for you to use will be sent out on Friday by e-mail with Partners, and 

there will be paper copies in the Churches. 

• On Sunday 22nd, at 7.00p.m., we are encouraging everyone to join in the  

National Day of Prayer – we’re asked to light a candle, and put it on a window 

sill at that time, and a short Service will be on Facebook. 

• Each day from Monday 23rd, at 10.00a.m., there will be a ‘Thought for the Day’ 

led by one of the Staff Team or other people, and, again, if you can’t make 10.00, 

it will be available any time after that. 

• All of our Churches will open for prayer and visiting each day, so please do 

make use of them as much as you can.  

• We will also be sending out worship and other materials for children and 

young people via the Families e-mail list. 

• In different ways in each of our Churches, we are trying to keep in touch with 

our congregations by telephone and other means.  In Fordingbridge, the Care-

Ring Coordinators are asked to be in touch with their Care Rings regularly.  In 

the other Parishes, Pastoral Visitors and others are taking on that role.  This 

might be just for a quick chat, or it may be to deal with a particular problem 

someone might have.   

• We are hoping to be able to get Partners and other information to those not 

on e-mail – hopefully the Pastoral Teams will pick this up when they contact 

people. 

• We would encourage all of our Church Members to continue the wonderful 

care and friendship which exists in our congregations, but to respect those, es-

pecially older members, who do not want physical contact at this time.  The 

telephone is a wonderful way to keep in touch with friends. 

• We are also working with the other Churches in the area to offer care to the 

wider community; and the Foodbank will continue to operate for those in 

need. 
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 COMMUNICATIONS 
 

• Our main form of communication will be by e-mail and telephone. 

• We are contacting people through our main e-mail list, whether or not they 

have signed up for Partners, so that we let as many people know as possible 

about these arrangements.  If you don’t want to receive e-mails, you will be 

able to unsubscribe. 

• There will also be information on the website as it arrives. 

• Nearly all of our meetings will be held on-line – there are various ways of do-

ing this. 

• We will postpone the Annual Parish Celebrations until after things are back to 

normal (and the proposal from the Central Church is that people continue in 

their Office as Churchwardens, PCC and Deanery Synod Members, until it is 

possible to have Annual Meetings). 

• The Church Office is closed for visitors, but will be contactable by phone and 

e-mail. 
 

Above all, we want to try to include everyone we can in the continuing life of the 

Church over the coming months, and to offer whatever support we are able. 
 

A Prayer for all those affected by Covid-19 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate 

us from your love in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.  AMEN.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

With Best Wishes and Every Blessing, 

 

 

 

 

Canon Gary Philbrick, on behalf of the Staff Team and PCCs. 

     Verses from Psalm 57 

Be merciful to me, O God, be 

merciful to me, for my soul takes 

refuge in you; 

In the shadow of your wings will 

I take refuge until the storm of 

destruction has passed by. 

I will call upon the Most High 

God, the God who fulfils his  

purpose for me. 

Be exalted, O God, above the  

heavens, and your glory over all 

the earth. 
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From the Parish Registers 
 

Funerals 

March 18   Irene Anton   Woodgreen   

 

Life in the Coronavirus era… 

Social Distancing the Andy 
Finch Way! 

 

We may not be able to meet as we 
have been used to but we can still 
keep in touch in other ways.  Andy Finch has kindly volunteered 
to be the first to give us some idea of what this new life means. 

 

WHAT TIME DO YOU GET UP? - 6.30am – I know it’s early but it is 
an hour later then when I was working. Anyway why change a 
habit of a lifetime? 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU PARTICULARLY AT THIS TIME? – 
Safety of my family and friends, and my daily Tunnocks caramel 
wafer (Viv rations me in the interest of my cholesterol!) 

HOW DO YOU EXERCISE? – Apart from gardening, I walk our dog 
Vinnie. He’s a Border Collie and it’s a chance to fulfill his obses-
sion of chasing after a ball. We go out into the Forest and he is 
oblivious of all other dogs, cattle, ponies, people…. 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING THAT IS DIFFERENT? – I’m watching more 
news and phoning people. With government advice changing al-
most daily, it’s not surprising and as you know, I always do as I’m 
told! 

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO MOST WHEN LIFE RE-
TURNS TO NORMAL? – Socializing! 

FAVOURITE Hobby? – Fixing things. 

FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME AT THE MOMENT? – The Repair Shop 
on BBC1 – I can’t believe it’s now on prime time TV! Just don’t 
ring me on a Wednesday between 8 and 9!  

WHAT IS AT THE TOP OF YOUR BUCKET LIST? – Climbing Machu 
Pichu – Viv says I’ll be doing it on my own! 
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Big Train Event  22nd/23rd February 

Once again this proved to be a very popular event. It was  
particularly good value for young families. Their children were 
fascinated by the variety of trains in action, complete with sound 
effects. 

Over 600 visitors came through the doors, if enfants are included. 

Neil Stauber and his helpers did a wonderful job setting up and 
running his many trains on a layout covering half the hall. We are 
very grateful to him for making the event possible.  

Thank you to everyone who assisted  over the weekend , helped 
with advertising and  to all who answered the call and made 
cakes and cookies 

Diana FOFPC Secretary  
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Mark Ward writes... 

As I write the Corona Virus has just claimed it first victim. At times 
like this we are really reminded that we are global citizens even 
though we live on an island.  

The organisation I work for is faith based so it wasn’t a shock to 
me when NHS England invited me to be part of a webinar to  
discuss the way vulnerable people can be looked after over the 
coming months especially if they end up in self-imposed isolation 
to avoid the virus. They explained that it was their experience that 
if anything of a compassionate nature was to be undertaken  
effectively getting the Church involved was always sensible. This 
clearly isn’t the decision of one person but policy from the top. 

So even though it appears we are in general and ageing minority 
of strange people who go to church on a Sunday for a purpose 
which has become alien to the vast majority, when disaster strikes, 
to misquote the movie song – “who ya gonna call -  the Church!” 

It is difficult to build compassion into national structures although 
the NHS tries its very best. I recently saw a programme called 
“Hospital” where tragically a 22 year old with severe disabilities 
died from an infection. The doctor wept to the camera – “I thought 
we could save him – what must it be like for his parents – and 
they had just redecorated his room ready for him to go home at 
Christmas”. I was humbled because of her tears, because it 
showed deep compassion. 

If only that could be said for the benefits system. Some of us have 
been re-watching “Broken” as part of the lent groups and in  
common with some very similar scenes in “I Daniel Blake” a young 
mother of three is chewed up and spat out by the system which is 
supposed to be there to support them in their time of need. 

We are about to witness to Jesus’ greatest act of compassion,  
allowing himself to be cruelly nailed to a cross for our benefit. If he 
could bear that then can we show our compassion for people who 
become isolated and lonely because of the virus outbreak, almost 
prisoners in their own homes? Can we shop for them and give 
them a call every couple of days to check they are ok and just 
have a chat? It’s not the biggest sacrifice is it. 

Mark 
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Warden’s View:  

To be part of a benefice can be an exciting time as we get to know 
a wider group of people, experience worship in different churches 
and take part in one another's events. That draws us into wider 
communities too.  

What are we already doing as a benefice? We have a well-
established Fairtrade Team with representatives from each church. 
We meet together to discuss how our individual church stalls are 
doing, share ideas and help with one another's special occasions. 
On Saturday 29 February we held a Fairtrade Celebration in the 
Town Hall in collaboration with the Town Council who are making a 
bid for Fordingbridge to gain 'Fairtrade Town' status. There were 
quizzes and activities for the young people as well as a rolling film, 
a stall, refreshments and Revd Nicky in a banana costume!  

Likewise Mission Matters consists of people representing each of 
our churches, suggesting visiting speakers from charities working 
in the UK and overseas. So far most of our churches have had 
speakers at some point, often showing a film too. Just some  
examples are:-   

• Open Doors, talking about the persecuted church, at St Mary's 
Fordinbridge and St Mary's Breamore 

• Christian Aid as a joint service at Godshill with Breamore and 
Hale & Woodgreen; and a separate speaker for Hyde 

• Christians Against Poverty, giving an insight into help with debt 
and unemployment in the UK, using our new audio-visual 
equipment at St Mary's Fordinbridge and St Mary's Breamore. 

The aim, going forward, is to arrange these as benefice services 
when possible such as the Fairtrade Service on 1 March.  

'Stories on the Street' currently running in the benefice, is a course 
designed to get us thinking about how church and community can 
work together. Jesus  told stories and listened to people's stories to 
great effect, bringing about changed lives. So in an evening that 
has laughter and a social side (a meal together) we can dig deeper, 
gathering information to plan projects and initiatives. We are  
challenged to get rid of negative mindsets, to see the needs of our 
town and village communities and how we can pool resources with 
those communities, working for the common good.  Over six 
months the topics are: - 

• Discovering our vision 
• Celebrating what we have 
• A heart for compassion 
• Building relationships 
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• Understanding our community   
• Stepping out in faith. 

There may still be places on that course if anyone else is  
interested in joining it! 

Gwenda Moore 

St Giles, Godshill 

Michaelmas News - Hospice at Home 
 
Even though most people have heard of Salisbury Hospice not 
many are aware that they also  provide a Hospice at Home service. 
So for their February meeting the Michaelmas Group welcomed 
Mandy Coombes, their team leader, to tell them more about it.  

The Hospice at Home service started in 2016 when the Salisbury 
Hospice realised that they wanted to take end-of-life care out to 
the people and not have it just in their facility in Salisbury. So 
eventually funds were released from their reserves which enabled 
them to make it happen.  

At the moment the team is made up of seven permanent staff, 
who have all been trained at Salisbury Hospice, and a group of 
bank staff who help out when needed. Ideally they would like to 
have a lot more staff on board but sadly funding doesn't allow for 
this as being a charity they have to rely 'upon the generosity of 
both individual and corporate donors' to support the work they do. 

So why was this service needed?  Well the hospice discovered that 
a lot of their patients didn't want to go into hospital they wanted to 
stay at home. They wanted to be in familiar surroundings and they 
wanted things to be as normal as could be but at the same time 
they didn't wish to be a burden on their family. So the hospice  
listened to them and decided that they wanted to make their  
wishes come true. They wanted to provide that care and at the 
same time they wanted to take the pressure off of the family. At 
first they only provided night care but after a while they started a 
day service as well offering not just emotional support and health 
care but also personal care which gave the patient's family some 
'me' time.  Mandy could not praise her team enough. She said they 
were kind, compassionate and would always go that extra mile. 
When recruiting, she told the group, she would always ask herself, 
would I like this person to look after my mother? That made the 
group smile.  

The evening ended with a session of questions and answers then 
just before Mandy left she  gratefully accepted a donation from the 
treasurer on the Michaelmas Group's behalf. 

Jan Elkins  
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News from Fordingbridge PCC 

Obviously events have overtaken our original plans for the  
safety and well-being of the community. It is at forefront of our 
minds, as well as how to maintain contact at a distance with 
each other. It is a new way of working. For up to date news 
on how Avon Valley Churches is providing pastoral and 
spiritual care please look at the web page.  

www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk. If you sign up to Facebook or 
YouTube then you can follow services which are on video,  
either live or recorded. Search for Avon Valley Churches.  

Items from the recent PCC meeting and subsequent  
discussions: 

APCM: the Annual Report and Accounts were approved.  
However in more recent days the actual Annual Parochial Cele-
bration Meeting has been postponed until further notice. 
Churchwardens, Deanery Synod and PCC members will remain 
in post until then.  

Covid-19. See the Pastoral Letter and website for daily  
information and prayers etc. In the event that all our churches 
and church hall being closed for an unspecified time, concerns 
were expressed on the lack of income from all sources. No 
fundraising, no church collections and no additional income 
from sources such as organist, choir etc would mean the  
budget for 2020 would be even more in the red. As the  
Lillington Legacy is used to fund our day to day commitments 
there will be less interest earned on the capital and less to fund 
the repair, improvement and refurbishment projects.  

New PCC committee structure: ways were discussed to ensure 
everyone was kept informed of Sub-Committee activity and the 
practicalities of keeping an official record.  

Clergy: Our thoughts are with Revd John Towler in hospital, 
Revd Nicky Davies who will soon be leaving the AVC, (and now 
we can’t hold a party to send her off!) and Canon Gary who is 
still suffering with extreme back pain. The impact of sickness on 
the new Benefice Worship pattern was a great concern. 

ChurchDesk: training is planned for people on the various rotas 
(but will need to be postponed for now) so that they can add 
their names to services.  It will happen!  

The Fairtrade Fair and Sunday were very successful in drawing 
attention to Fair Trade products. Profits will be sent to Traidcraft 
exchange as a result of sales and refreshments.  

 

http://www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk
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EASTER POEM 

 

Don’t forget it is Easter Sunday on 12th April.  You may not be 
able to see services from Avon Valley Churches on your computer, 
tablet, phone or iPad but don't forget there will be a service for 
you to listen to on the Radio or watch on the television.  

Here is an Easter Poem, especially for Easter Sunday. 

 

Easter 

 

In the beginning 

The Lord God planted a garden 

Facing the rising sun. 

Adam was the gardener, 

And all was very good 

Until, worming its way  

Into his mind the idea 

Came that he could  

Do things his way. 

 

And the rest was trouble. 

 

But in another garden,  

The risen Son, Adam renewed, 

Appearing as a gardener 

Brought new beginning, 

Showed that through God’s grace 

All can be life.  

 

© Ann Lewin with permission.  
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How will you get Fordingbridge News & Views? 

The decision has been made to make the April 2020 issue of News 
& Views an on-line version for the first time. There will not be  
paper copies. We know this is disappointing for those who are at 
home with no Internet access, but with the increased restrictions 
on movements we are unable to print and distribute paper copies. 
At the moment we are unsure about the May issue but will  
continue as if it is happening, and to be an on-line version.  
 

See Page 15 for ways you could contribute.  

 

 

What can you do?  No doubt you have plenty of ideas of what 
you will do to keep yourself from feeling bored, lonely or  
frustrated, but here’s a few tips!  

 Keep to a routine.  

 Chop the day up into sections and do something in each  
section. 

 Don’t sit for more than 30 minutes at a time, at least stand up 
and sit down again.  

 Set aside a time for quiet contemplation and prayer.  

 Get some exercise. Go for a walk if you can, around your 
home, the garden, a longer walk if possible. Find exercise 
classes on TV.  

 If you are able to go out for a walk, make sure it is at a quiet 
time and keep your distance for everyone you pass.  

 Keep in touch with friends, family and neighbours by phone, 
just a few minutes a week is enough to make you and them 
feel better!  

 If you have stamps, then write note or card just to make con-
tact.  

 If you have the Internet then send a note via email. 

 Read, paint, watch favourite films and programmes, knit, sew, 
crochet, garden, cook, play or learn to play board or card 
games, tidy that drawer or cupboard, delve into family history, 
learn to play an instrument, sort those photos out, learn a  
language, use puzzle books, do a jigsaw….the list is endless 
and we’re sure you have many more and better ideas.  
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JIGSAW PUZZLES: events have overtaken us and  

St Mary's Church, Fordingbridge is now closed.  

 

You will have read in Partners that Puzzles and boards were  
available for you to collect and return. We are so sorry to  
disappoint many of you, but this cannot be handled practically, 
even to offer Puzzles to take away.  

If you are able to do puzzles at home and keep them until later in 
the year when restrictions are lifted, that would be wonderful, 
thank you. Otherwise make up what you have, and then return it 
to its box.  

If you do have Internet access there are on-line Jigsaw puzzle 
websites...not quite the same but may fill a few spare moments!   

 

Something to share?  

It would be lovely to share uplifting thoughts at this time when 
there are no social events to look forward to yet. Please feel free 
to send something to the editors for inclusion. It might be a short 
poem, perhaps an act of kindness you have experienced yourself 
or read about or some other uplifting event. We will include as 
many as we can.  

Below is the sort of thing which might appeal? Sorry Olive, we’ve 
used your story!  

 
Please send as text in an email to John and Judith.  

 

An unexpected act of kindness: 

 

A friend of Olive Baker’s, Joan, was delighted to find a beautiful 
bunch of flowers left on her doorstep by a neighbour. Joan rang 
her neighbour to thank her, to be told that it was a pleasure and 
the local supermarket was selling them off very cheap because 
sales had plummeted. For Joan, the cost was irrelevant, the fact 
that someone had thought of her at this uncertain time was so 
much appreciated. It made her day!  
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What To Do In The Garden  

• Plant out autumn sown sweet peas plants, 
or direct-sow outdoors.  

• Remove faded daffodil and tulip flowers. 
Leave foliage to die back 

• Remove winter protection from tender 
plants (but be prepared to replace it in case of late frosts) 

• Dahlia tubers can be potted up now. 

• Apply a spring lawn feed. Combined products containing moss 
killer, weedkiller and fertiliser can be useful. 

• After applying moss killer to lawns, rake out blackened moss 
and thatch. Compost, or send to green waste collection. 

• Plant second early potatoes in the first half of April, maincrop 
cultivars in the second half. 

• Pot tomato seedlings into individual pots when they have 
their first true leaves. Grow in a warm, well lit spot, planting 
into their final growing position once the first set of flowers 
turn yellow. 

• If you didn’t prune your lavender last autumn, do so now, us-
ing secateurs or shears to remove spent flower spikes and to 
shorten growing shoots by around 2.5cm (1in). 

• Prune your Penstemons now – cut all the old shoots back to 
the base provided there is new growth at the bottom of the 
plant. If there are no new shoots at the base cut just above 
the lowest set of leaves. 

• Prune Forsythia as soon as they have finished flowering,  
cutting back to strong new, leafy sideshoot and remove one 
or two of the oldest stems to the base. 

• Divide Primroses after they have finished flowering. 

• Now is a good time to repot house plants. Choose a clean pot 
one or two sizes larger than the original and use a similar 
potting compost, multipurpose, loam-based or proprietary 
house-plant compost is suitable for most. 

• Plant summer-flowering bulbs such as lilies, Gladiolus and  
Ranunculas into beds, borders and containers.  

• If you grow citrus plants, it is time to switch feeding from the 
balanced fertiliser given in winter to a high-nitrogen or pro-
prietary summer citrus feed. 
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Photo: Russ Valentine 

This Month’s Recipe - Fair Trade Vegan Lentil and 
Sweet Potato Curry 

The ingredients named below are fairly traded but even if you  
cannot get them all, it is an easy and tasty curry, without being 
too spicy (unless you add the Hot Swazi Fire of course!) 

Serves about 4 
Ingredients 
1 diced onion 
1 diced clove of garlic 
Olive oil for frying 
1 large, chopped carrot 
1 chopped sweet potato 
100ml. Ma’s Kitchen Organic Coconut Milk 
½ 275g jar Eswatini Kitchen Medium Curry Sauce 
Eswatini Flamin’ Hot Swazi Fire (optional) 
125g lentils 
350ml vegetable stock 
200g Kilombero Brown Rice 

Method 
1. Fry onion and garlic in olive oil, stirring until browned 
2. Add ½ jar of Eswatini Kitchen Medium Curry Sauce 
3. Add one teaspoon of Eswatini Flamin’ Hot Swazi Fire (optional 

– but recommended if you like your curries with a kick!) 
4. Add the chopped carrot and sweet potato 
5. Add lentils and vegetable stock. Bring to the boil and simmer 

for 20 minutes 
6. Stir in 100ml Ma’s Organic Coconut milk. 
7. Cook until lentils and sweet potato are tender (about another 

5 minutes) 
8. Cook brown rice and serve. 
This is good with a raita of diced cucumber and yoghurt or a  
coconut alternative to keep it vegan.  

• To support earthworms living beneath your lawn, consider pur-
chasing a mulching mower.These chop up and distribute clip-
pings rather than collect them, providing worms with plenty of 
food, and as a result returning nutrients to the soil. 

Graham Fry 

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/ma-s-happy-life-kitchen-organic-fairtrade-coconut-milk-400ml
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/eswatini-medium-curry-sauce-275g
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/eswatini-spicy-trio-gift-set
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/kilombero-brown-rice-1kg
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The Magazine Team are happy to accept items for publication.  
In general, items need to be topical, parish related or promoting 
Christian ideals and values.  Items will be published at the  
discretion of the Team and may be edited.  The Team take no  
responsibility for the accuracy of any item. Please submit written 
articles as a Word document and posters as A4 PDF.  

Please send items (preferably by email) to: 

Judith & John Dowsett     j.dowsett7@btinternet.com 
Trudi Cotton           trudicotton@gmail.com  
Vivienne Finch            01725 512267, viv@theshallows.co.uk 

Diary of Events to Support St Mary’s 2019/20 

Please make a note in your diary so that you can support these 
various events. For future events details of times, tickets etc will 
be found in News & Views the month or so before. Keep an eye 
open for posters. An updated Diary will be in the next issue. 

*Profits—all profits raised from these events will benefit St Mary’s directly or 
be donated to a Charity as part of our Outward Giving.  
#
Profits to Friends of Fordingbridge Parish Church supporting St Mary’s. 

Date Event Profit * 
Sun 3 Mar Nota Bene Singers £589 

 Laudamus Quiz Evening Donation £900* 

Wed 6 Mar—Wed 17 
Apr 

Lent Lunches 
(£700 donated to Children’s Soc) 

£1282* 

Sat 1 Jun ‘Double Delights’ Concerto 
(donation) 

£200 

Sat 5 Oct Harvest Supper £783 

Sat 12 Oct GOJO Big Band Concert#  £950 

Sat 16 Nov Autumn Fair £1315 

Sun 1 Dec Advent Tea £235 

Sat 22—Sun 23 Feb  Big Train Spectacular  TBA 

Wed 26 Feb - Wed 8 
Apr 

Lent Lunches  £400 

Sat 27 - Mon 29 Jun Fordingbridge Music & Arts  
Festival TBC  

 

mailto:trudicotton@gmail.com
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 News from Fordingbridge Museum: VE Day Anniversary 

On 8th May 1945 Nazi Germany surrendered unconditionally  
marking the end of WW2 in Europe. The war had lasted for six 
years and cost the lives of millions of people and caused huge  
suffering in the countries involved. In London large crowds  
gathered in Trafalgar Square, The Mall and outside Buckingham 
Palace where King George V1, Queen Elizabeth and Winston 
Churchill appeared on the balcony. 

There were similar scenes in cities, towns and villages across the 
country. The Salisbury Journal records that the streets in  
Fordingbridge were decorated with flags and bunting and at 3pm a 
peal of bells was rung by the bell ringers of St Marys Church. In 
the evening, “the largest crowd ever seen in Fordingbridge filled 
the streets. After the K  ing’s speech the crowds took part in the 
dancing which continued until the early hours of Wednesday  
morning. In the Market Place Mrs Greenland’s dance band supplied 
the music for one party and in the High Street there was a  
radiogram and a piano.” 

The signing of the peace had been anticipated after Hitler’s suicide 
on 30th April was reported so communities had time to prepare 
their celebrations. In his speech to the British people Churchill 
said, "We may allow ourselves a brief period of rejoicing,”  
reminding them that Japan remained unsubdued. In Fordingbridge 
the Journal reports that, “during the evening a huge bonfire was lit 
on the island in the river” and that a service in the parish church 
was, “well attended”. The paper reports that on Wednesday, 
“dancing by a large crowd again took place in the Market Place to 
music from a radiogram and a Mr. C Jefferies and the Grant  
Brothers kept the onlookers amused.” It does not say who these 
people were and how exactly they were so amusing. The account 
goes on to say that the dancing was repeated on Saturday night 
and on Sunday a parade and united service was held. The parade 
assembled in Church Square and marched to the Memorial  
Gardens for the service. It was led by the Salvation Army band and 
included representatives from the town such as the British Legion, 
clergy, police, Home Guard and school children, many of whom 
carried flags.  

One local man had a special reason to be pleased that it was VE 
day. The paper reports that Frank Brockway of North Gorley was 
fined twenty shillings for poaching game with eleven shillings and 
eight pence costs. The Chairman of the Bench, “remarked that on 
account of the day he had been treated lightly.” 

Celebrations in Fordingbridge were more dignified than those in 
East Grimstead. The paper reports that an effigy of the, “late  
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 lamented Adolf Hitler” was, “propelled by kicks and shoves by the 
lads of the village” along the village streets.  The effigy was then, 
“strung up to a beam in the village hall.”  After this it was taken to 
the village green where it was burnt on a bonfire whilst, “the  
assembled company danced round the fire singing old and present 
popular ditties”.   

If you or your friends and relatives memories of VE Day in  
Fordingbridge or photographs or artefacts from the time please let 
Fordingbridge Museum know by ringing 01425 654322 or 01425 
657850    

Julian Hewitt 

 

  
 

 

      Suna May’s Home Help 
 

          I offer a home help service which includes    

Shopping, cooking, light cleaning, some care needs, appointments, 

     paperwork, pet care, and various other tasks to help and  

improve your quality of life. 

 
Please contact me to discuss your individual needs. 

07818 046636 
sunamay@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:sunamay@hotmail.co.uk
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Michael Ireland 

Guitarist 
 

Playing popular music 
on the electric guitar 

Ideal for fetes, garden 
parties, informal 
 occasions, etc 

Guitar tuition given for 
beginners 

Will visit 
 

Tel: 01425 654857 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  

IN OUR MAGAZINE? 
 

It is read by Fordingbridge people and the surrounding villages. 
We will also advertise single charity events for free.  

Our annual rates for black & white are :- 

FULL PAGE £80 

HALF PAGE £50 

QUARTER PAGE £35 
Colour available for an additional charge 

 

All enquiries to Viv on 01725 512267 
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MICHAEL CASH 

FOR  ALL THOSE ODD JOBS THAT NEED 
CARRYING OUT 

DRIPPING TAPS - FITTING BATHROOMS  

FLAT PACK FURNITURE - NEW KITCHENS 

CLEARING GUTTERS - CLEANING PATIOS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS - COMPUTERS 

QUALIFIED SPEED STONE WORKTOP FITTER 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

GENERAL REPAIRS & 

MAINTENANCE 

07814924276 

  

JESSICA 
  

for beautiful fashion 

sizes 10-20 

  
  

59 High Street 

Fordingbridge 

Hampshire 

SP6 1AS 

  
  

Tel 01425 652395 
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Susan H. Collins 

Cranbourne Chase 
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I. N. NEWMAN LTD 
  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
  

Monumental Masons 
  

  

  

OFFICES IN SALISBURY AND FORDINGBRIDGE 

  

+ 24 hour day/night service        + Flowers arranged  

+ Home visits if  required            + Service sheets 

+ Pre-Pay Funeral Plans              + Funeral catering 

+ Help with all funeral aspects    + A complete service 

  

Private Chapels of  Rest 

  

Griffin House                               Griffin Mews 

55 Winchester Street                         22 High Street 

Salisbury                                    Fordingbridge 

Wilts                                             Hants 

SP1 1HL                                       SP6 1AX 

TEL: 01722 413136                TEL: 01425 656286 

  
  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED  

AND CONTROLLED BUSINESS 
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GLYNN COURT 
 

FRYERN COURT ROAD, FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

A registered home for the Elderly and Retired. 

Beautifully appointed, specialising in individual care 

and attention. Chiropodist and Hairdresser attend. Our 

friendly staff are on duty day and night. Excellent and  

varied menu—English in character. Respite care available. 
 

Joint managers: Sarah Bailey & Julie Bishop 

 

Brochure and Details available on request 

Telephone Fordingbridge 652349 



28 

 

THE PARISH OF FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

 

 

MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev’d Canon Gary Philbrick - Rector 

  email: rectory@avp-benefice.org.uk  Tel: 01425 839622 

Rev’d Nicky Davies - Associate Priest 

  email: nickyd@avp-benefice.org.uk   Tel: 07931 413629  

Rev’d Mike Trotman - Assistant Curate  Tel: 07525 662999 

Rev’d John Towler - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07940 855952  

Rev’d Kate Wilson - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07770 944054 

  & Pastoral Visitor Coordinator 
Mr Mark Ward - Licensed Lay Minister  
   email: mark@fordingbridge.com      Tel: 01425 656120 

Mrs Jo Heath - Youth & Families worker Tel: 07515 533685 

  email: families@avp-benefice.org.uk 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Churchwardens:  Mr Ian Newman      Tel: 01425 653269  

                 Mr Nigel Spratt       Tel: 01202 824413 
  email: churchwardens@avp-benefice.org.uk   
Assistant Wardens:  

Sandleheath - Mrs Sue Ledger      Tel: 01725 517389 
Godshill - Mrs Gwenda Moore       Tel: 01425 650104 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Judith Dowsett     Tel: 01425 650335 
  email: fb-pccsecretary@avp-benefice.org.uk 
PCC Treasurer: Mr Martin Calver         Tel: 01425 656189 
 

Avon Valley Churches Office: 
The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, SP6 1AB 

email:church.office@fordingbridge.com Tel: 01425 653163 
Web: www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

Parish Administrators: Gail Newell & Jackie Rowe  
Church Office open to callers: Monday - Friday 10.30am -12.00pm 

Urgent requests for prayer to:  prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk 

mailto:pccsec.fordingbridge@aol.co.uk

