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W elcome to the June issue of 
Live the Mission in which we 

continue to celebrate prayer and 
look at the ways that churches 
across the diocese are engaging 
with Thy Kingdom Come—the call 
to pray for more people to know 
Jesus Christ.  

The Church of England has just 
launched the ‘Let the Light Shine’ 
campaign to encourage people to 
make their ‘pledge to pray’ on 
www.thykingdomcome.global/
#Pledge2Pray and let their friends 
know by posting a photo of 
themselves with a candle or other 
light, as we seek to light up the 
world with prayer. This pledge may 

 

A creative approach to prayer at St Mary’s Old Basing. See page 4. 

be individual but people are 
encouraged to get their friends, 
family, small groups, or congregations 
involved too.  

As well as daily prayers and videos on 

the Thy Kingdom Come website there 

are plenty of opportunities for prayer 

across the Diocese. Turn to pages 4-6 

to find out more. 
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News from across the Diocese 

Strengthening the partnership 

A  delegation 
from the 

Diocese has been on 
a fact-finding visit to 
its mission partner, 
the Province of 
Myanmar.  

Chief Executive 
Andrew Robinson, 
Nick Ralph, from the 
Winchester Social 
Enterprise, and Jo 
Waller visited a 
home for older 
people, a school for the deaf, the blind 
institute, and senior representatives 
from the Myanmar Church.  

They met leaders of the Myanmar 
Development Department to learn 
about social enterprises designed to 
help communities become self-sufficient 
and develop ways of earning a living. 
They heard, too, about flood relief work, 
which was supported by a fundraising 
appeal across the Diocese in 2015. 

They held a meeting with teachers to 

continue to develop 
teacher training, 
donated children’s 
books to pre-schools, 
and participated in 
the National Anglican 
Youth Conference 
attended by more 
than 1,000 young 
people. 

Andrew Robinson 
said: “This was a 
fantastic opportunity 
for us to meet with 

our partners in Myanmar and learn 
more about the breadth of work they 
are doing to support their local 
community. Here in the Diocese of 
Winchester, we have a longstanding 
tradition of supporting that work from 
afar, including through our appeal to 
raise funds to rectify the damage caused 
by flooding in 2015. On this visit it was a 
pleasure to see that those funds had 
helped enable a rebuilding programme, 
and to be able to continue to support 
capacity building in the Province.” 

Nick Ralph presents a football at the 
National Youth Conference. 

T he Mothering Sunday collections made at the churches across Odiham Deanery 
are being sent to Mustard Seed Orphanage, part of the charity HELP HOIMA, 

based in Western Uganda. The collections came to more than £2,500. 

Founded in 1994 to look after babies and young children whose parents had died of 
AIDS, the orphanage now supports some 60 orphans of all ages from newborn 
babies to students who have gone on to attend university at Kampala. A Hampshire 
family, the Sherlocks, visit the orphanage regularly and a group went from St John’s 
Hartley Wintney to visit last summer.  

A sprinkling of  mustard seeds 
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T he youth group in Bentley made this 
year’s batch of ‘Real Easter Eggs' 

from the company Meaningful 
Chocolate even more meaningful by 
using them to raise money for outreach 
in schools. 

Each egg has an Easter story booklet in 
the box and is made of Fairtrade 
chocolate, and a donation to 
charity is made from sales. 
The young people auctioned 
off six eggs at church and 
encouraged the bidders to 
raise their bids so that the 
eggs all went for between 
£10 and £25. The money 
from these together with the 
sale of handmade sweet 
cones with a Bible verse 

attached, and cloth chicks and rabbits 
raised £300 for Signposts.  

Signposts takes ‘tours’ to schools in the 
Bentley and Farnham area with a team 
of volunteers, from all churches, giving 
’assemblons’ - interactive presentations 
that are somewhere between a lesson 
and an assembly.  

Easter eggs are a signpost of  faith in Bentley 

Monty’s reopens after refurbishment 

M onty’s Community Hub in 
Sholing has reopened following a 

£50,000 regeneration project.  
Located at the heart of an area of 
considerable deprivation, Monty’s Hub 
provides activities and community 
projects for people of all ages. A wide 
range of groups use the Hub throughout 
the week including several youth clubs, 
sports clubs, homework clubs, 
community support groups, church 
groups, as well as Mini-Monty’s (for 
parents and toddlers) and Monty’s 
Majors (for the over-60s). Now there is 
also a bicycle workshop offering people 
the opportunity to come in and learn 
how to repair, recycle and resell bikes. 
Young people can also train to become 

bike mechanics, potentially leading on 
to apprenticeships and employment in 
industry. 

Local people are also suggesting other 
activities that could be on offer with the 
new facilities available at Monty’s. 

Jon Oliver (left, with microphone) and 
crowds at the reopening  of Monty’s. 

Ready to raise money. 
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T he Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York are encouraging 

Christians of all denominations to 
pray during the days between 
Ascension and Pentecost as part of 
the Thy Kingdom Come global 
prayer movement. 

While many people will pray as 
individuals, there are plenty of 
opportunities across the Diocese to 
join others in the ‘novena’ or nine 
days of prayer. See news on the 
dedicated website 
www.thykingdomcomeprayer.co.uk 
of What’s on Where in churches and 
communities across the diocese. 
You can add your own prayer 
‘events’ to this website too, 
enabling others to join you in prayer 
and maybe also in person. It’s a 
wonderful chance to join with each 
other, ecumenically and globally, as 
we pray together Come Holy Spirit: 
Thy Kingdom come.  

What follows is just a snapshot of 
the prayer 
opportunities 
planned. There’s a 
wealth of ideas and 
resources via the 
websites. We hope 
you feel inspired. 

Prayer stations are a 
way of focusing the 
mind and also opening 
us to new 
experiences. A group 

at St Mary’s, Old Basing and Lychpit 
has produced original responses to 
the 19 resurrection appearances 
recorded in the Gospels and Acts 
through creative Stations of the 
Resurrection.  

Gill Sakakini, who was instrumental 
in this, explains: “The group studied 
the biblical texts together and 
talked about the context and who 
was present in each one. They then 
identified the key event and 
discussed potential challenges for 
visual interpretation. For example, 
since the resurrection itself was not 
witnessed, what images might 
engage the imagination? What 

media would be 
appropriate?” The 
group, many of whom 
had little or no 
experience in the 
visual arts, worked 
together to produce 
stations using paint, 

Let us pray 

 

A Station of the Resurrection 

created at St Mary’s, Old 

Basing. 

http://www.thykingdomcomeprayer.co.uk
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sculpture, textile, wood and other 
resistant materials.  

Gill says: “The resulting stations all 
invite engagement and discovery 
and can be experienced in an 
individually guided way or as a 

group. They and their artistic 
creators are being included in a 
Sunday sermon series. “Some will be 
developed as part of our interactive 
stations during the church’s Thy 
Kingdom Come novena, where a 
visually impaired group will be 
visiting, and all ages can engage in 
diverse ways of praying, corporately 
and individually.”  

In Bournemouth, many of the 
churches are creating prayer 
stations and at St James, 
Pokesdown, they are working with 
the local school to set up three or 
four prayer stations in the church on 

25-26 May for the children to visit 
with any parents who would like to 
come too. 

Another aid to prayer is to walk and 
pray which is an approach that many 
churches are taking, with Alresford 
and Alton being particularly good 
examples of this. Or you could walk 
a labyrinth, a path laid out in a 
pattern which leads the walker to 
the centre and out again. This 
ancient idea was taken up by the 
church as early as the 4th century 
and particularly used in medieval 
times – there is a famous one in 
Chartres Cathedral, France, dating 
from around 1200 – and the idea 
has been revived recently as a way 
of helping to focus on prayer and 
meditation.  

Among the many prayer events 
taking place in Lockerley, East 
Tytherley, East Dean and West 
Tytherley will be a labyrinth 
painted on the grass outside St 
John’s, Lockerley – the church itself 

Continued overleaf 

Above: There will be a prayer labyrinth 

outside St John’s, Lockerley. Below right: A 

cup of love: make a brew and stop to pray 

(picture by  David Andersen). 
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will be open all the time, day and 
night, during the novena—while 
elsewhere there will be a Quiet Day in 
West Tytherley School’s Four Seasons 
Outdoor Classroom, a daily ‘Noisy 
Hour’ when louder music can be 
played and made; prayer walks in the 
countryside, with at least one ending 
with a picnic tea; prayer stations in All 
Saints, Braishfield; and coffee and 
prayer in St Andrew’s, Timsbury. 

Relaxing over a cup of coffee is a good 
way to open up and talk and in Caffè 

Nero, Romsey, every morning from 26 
May to 4 June there will be an 
informal ‘prayer talk’ from 9-10am.  

Romsey Christians will also be taking 
part in ‘say one for me’ whereby they 
will collect prayer requests from 
people in the street. There will be a 
simple prayer service each day at 
noon in churches around Romsey 
offering these prayers to God.  

In Winchester there are plans both to 
‘brew a prayer’ and ‘grow a prayer’.  

The former is encouraging people to 
pray when they make a drink, to invite 
people round for a cuppa or have tea 
parties and coffee mornings to focus 
on prayer. The latter will involve a 
board in the churches with a drawing 
of a tree, with roots and bare 
branches. By the side will be a basket 
of coloured leaves on which people 
are encouraged to write a single word, 
a prayer of gratitude or a need, and to 

Prayer walks enable participants to stop 

and pray as in Alton last year. 

Fill us with the fire of  your love 

Thousands of people across the world will be praying together during Thy 
Kingdom Come, praying the Lord’s Prayer and this prayer, which will be at 
the heart of every event: 

Almighty God,  

Your ascended Son has sent us into the world to preach the good news of 
your kingdom: inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with the fire of 
your love, that all who hear your Word may be drawn to you, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

Let us pray 
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pin it to the tree. On Pentecost 
Sunday, the prayers will be offered 
up and perhaps the boards placed by 
the altars. 

They will also be brewing prayers in 
The Worthys and Upper Dever 
community of churches, praying for 
15 minutes, five times a day at times 
when they might have a drink. The 
prayers can take place anywhere but 
there are specific  venues and times, 
including 8pm in the pub.. 

In Lyndhurst there is a call for people 
to ‘Pray for 9 at work ’- encouraging 
people in the workplace, in 
businesses across Lyndhurst 
deanery, to pause to pray for nine 
minutes during their working day 
each of the nine days of the novena,  

In and around Basingstoke, many 
churches and groups across 
denominations, will be praying 
together at home, in church, 
anywhere, through a set of shared 
‘Basingstoke Novena Ecumenical 
Prayer Cards’. Compiled by 
Basingstoke’s Catholic, Evangelical, 
Anglican, and Community Churches, 
these same nine prayer cards are 
also enabling global partners in 
Uganda and India to join in prayer 
simultaneously and around shared 
prayer requests.  

Prayer has an international flavor in 
Christchurch too. In ‘Prayer Knows 
No Boundaries’, All Saints Church, St 

Leonards & St Ives, will be holding a 
prayer session at the same time 
(10am, Wednesday, 31 May) that 
Kinkiizi Diocese, Uganda is doing so, 
with the two praying for each other.  

They are using the novena prayer 
booklets at all prayer gatherings and 
in daily prayer and will also celebrate 
Pentecost with a flower-arranging 
workshop and cream tea, ending 
with prayer and thanksgiving from 
10am -4pm on Saturday, 3 June, at St 
Mary’s, Hale. Rev’d Nicky Davies 
promises it will be “a joyous time of 
creating beautiful arrangements, 
eating yummy things and ending 
with prayer.” 

These are just a few of the examples 
of the many prayerful responses to 
Thy Kingdom Come that are taking 
place across the Diocese. Take a look 
at the evolving listing of What’s on 
Where across the diocese here: 
www.thykingdomcomeprayer.co.uk  

 

Creating a prayer wall at school. 

http://www.thykingdomcomeprayer.co.uk
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Mission in practice – Churches at work 

In vino veritas Fill the Gap 

S ometimes 
people just 

need a space 
where they feel 
relaxed and safe 
to air their views.  

In Alton retired 
priest Ian Toombs 
has been running 
‘Wine Thinkers’, 
an evening of 
wine tasting and discussion which has 
led to interesting conversations on 
topics such as science and politics. “I’d 
advertise what we were going to 
discuss in advance so people would 
come with ideas and it has led to all 
sorts of questions coming up,” says Ian. 
“We get mostly business people and 
academics and it’s a good way of 
getting people to really say what they 
think.”  

M embers of St Leonard’s, Oakley, 
were concerned that there were 

few young people and children at the 
church, despite the fact that there are 
many families in the village with young 
people looking for something to do. 
The answer was to start a youth group.  

The Gap is for anyone in years six to 
eight at school and takes place in the 
church centre on Friday evenings once 
a month. The first meeting attracted 42 
young people, the second 44. 

Helen Miller, one of the organisers, 
says: “The Gap is all about providing a 
safe place for young people to hang out 
in with their friends but with a certain 
amount of freedom too. We run a 
variety of activities including table 
football, table tennis, games console, 
nail bar and tuck shop. The majority of 
the time is spent with the young people 
able to choose what they want to do 
with small times of organised games or 
activities. We have a barbecue and 
disco to look forward to too!   

“The group is run by Christians who are 
members of our church but we very 
much believe that others joining our 
team will be a way of ministering to 
adults as well as the children.” 

Contact us: 
Let us know your news and send us 

your photographs, preferably high 

resolution jpegs of around 1MB. 

Please email Stella Wiseman, 

Marketing and Content Editor, 

stella.wiseman@winchester.anglic

an.org or call 01962 737325.  

www.winchester.anglican.org  

@CofEWinchester 

www.facebook.com/

CofEWinchester 
The group leaders. 

mailto:stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org
mailto:stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org
http://www.winchester.anglican.org

