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W elcome to the May issue of 
Live the Mission. 

Ascension Day comes at the end of 
May (25 May) and for the time 
between then and Pentecost (4 
June), Christians around the world 
are invited to join ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’ – a call to pray for more 
people to come to know Jesus Christ.  

In the Winchester Diocese, this 
period of prayer will culminate in a 
48-hour festival on the Cathedral 
Green in Winchester  - known as the 
Tents on the Green - on 2-4 June and 
a massive ‘Beacon Service’ at the 
Cathedral on Sunday, 4 June. 

 

Pentecost is a time for prayer, worship, mission and a festival atmosphere for all 

ages. See pages 4-6 

This, however, is just the beginning, for 

alongside these events and springing 

out of them will be a period of mission 

action which will run until 26 

November. Turn to pages 4-6 for the 

developing plans. 
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News from across the Diocese 

‘We’re all in this together’ 

T he importance of 
ministry to older 

people was emphasised 
when 62 people 
gathered at Highfield 
Church, Southampton, 
in March for the third 
‘Refresh and Resource 
Day’ for those working 
with people in their 
later years. 

Among the speakers 
were Erica Roberts, 
chaplain to older 
people in Southampton; 
Vic Jackopson, founder 
of the charity Hope 
Now, who now has a ‘ministry to one’ – 
his wife Sue who has dementia – though 
clearly his ministry spills over to many 
more; and Debbie Thrower, Anna 
Chaplain and leader of The Gift of Years 
which supports the spiritual journey of 
older people.  

Another speaker was fellow Anna 
Chaplain Helen Jesty who retires this 
summer and who gave a heartfelt 
valedictory speech about the joys, 

frustrations and privileges 
of ministering to a group 
who are often ignored by 
society, even sometimes by 
the Church.  

It was also a day to share 
ideas such as the work of 
the Lantern Shine Network 
in Dorset, U3A in Alton and 
Messy Vintage, the latest 
offshoot of Messy Church.  

The message of the day was 
that older people matter 
and the Church must draw 
alongside them as equals, 
learning from them, 
encouraging them, 

understanding that, at a time when 
those over the age of 60 outnumber 
under-18s in the UK, as Debbie Thrower 
points out: “We’re all in this together!” 

There is a call for more people to get 
involved with Anna Chaplaincy, a 
ministry named after the widow who 
recognised baby Jesus in the Temple. 
For further information, visit 
www.t  

Debbie Thrower speaks 
about Anna Chaplaincy 

C hurches across the Diocese have responded with generosity to the call by the 
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) for money to help the 16 million people 

in East Africa who are on the brink of starvation. Christians in Lymington, for in-
stance, were so moved to help that they approved an instant donation of £10,000, 
followed by matching any local donations up to a maximum of £50,000, the money 
coming from church reserves. 

To donate directly to the DEC, visit www.dec.org.uk. 

Generous response to DEC’s East Africa appeal 
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S t John the Baptist, Boldre, held 
‘Africa Sunday’ on 12 March, 

celebrating the church’s link with 
Rwanda and the connections many 
church members have 
with Africa, not least the 
parish priest who was 
brought up, educated and 
ordained in Zimbabwe.  

The guest preacher was 
Zimbabwean-born Fr 
Nicolas Stebbing who 
gave a blessing in both 
Shona and Xhosa. The 
choir sang an African song 
during Communion and 
the ‘Kyrie’, ‘Sanctus’,’ 
Benedictus’ and ‘Agnus 
Dei’ came from the Missa 

Luba, a Latin Mass from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  

A map of Africa had been coloured in by 
the Children’s Club and accounts were 

read out of the church’s 
African connections with 
the children pinning the 
readings to the appropriate 
country. 

There followed a meal of 
traditional South African 
dishes Bobotie and Melk 
Tert, washed down with 
South African wine. The 
whole event raised £250 for 
Fr Nicolas’s Zimbabwean 
children’s charity Trariro 
and £250 for the church’s 
Rwandan charity. 

Tales and tastes of  Africa 

School takes Fair action 

S t Lawrence School, Alton, 
celebrated Fair Trade Fortnight and 

has become a ‘FairActive School’ as 
proof of its commitment to taking 
action on Fair Trade. 

Rev’d David Hinks and Jo McGregor, a 
fair trader in the Parish of the 
Resurrection, visited the school to talk 
about Fair Trade and, among other 
activities, there were visits to 
supermarkets to see what Fair Trade 
goods were sold, and a festival at the 
school where parents and governors 
were invited into school to find out 
what the children had been learning. 
They were also welcomed to the Fair 
Trade Café hosted by year five pupils. 

The Fair Trade ambassadors then 
promoted the Fair Trade ‘Real Easter 
Egg’ and Jo McGregor has now ordered 
48 of the eggs for the school. 

St Lawrence’s Fair Trade ambassadors 
celebrate the school’s ‘FairActive’ status 

Fr Nicholas at St John’s 



 

4  

L ast year churches all over the 
country responded to the 

Archbishops’ call for a ‘wave of prayer’ 
throughout the days between 
Ascension and Pentecost. This year, 
the vision is even wider with churches 
of all denominations joining in, as well 
as those from the worldwide Anglican 
Communion and Methodist Churches 
across the globe. 

Parishes are still working on their plans 
for how they will encourage people to 
take part and ideas are many and 
varied. They are walking in Alton, 
brewing tea in Winchester, tying 
ribbons in Romsey, praying at work in 
Lyndhurst, linking with Uganda in 
Whitchurch, holding a festival in 
Andover, holding a vigil in Basingstoke, 
walking a labyrinth in Lockerley and 
that’s just naming a few of the ideas. 
As more plans are confirmed, they will 
be posted on the Diocesan website.  
 

Visit www.winchester.anglican.org/
about-us/thy-kingdom-come/ and click 
on prayer events taking place in your 
area. 

For those who like a festival there will 
be the Tents on the Green outside 
Winchester Cathedral from 2-4 June – 
48 hours of music, prayer and mission. 
The work here is being co-ordinated by 
Sally Dakin and, as last year, Steve 
Abley of the global worship and prayer 
movement Burn 24-7 is heavily 
involved, organising a music tent, a 
youth tent and a children/families tent 
for the whole weekend. There will also 
be a bouncy cathedral, along with 
stalls run by Christians offering 
ministries, such as prayer for healing, 
and people ready to talk and pray 
wherever and whenever needed. “It 
will,” says Sally, “be a festival of 
sharing God’s life. It will be confident 
and relational.” 

Thy Kingdom Come 

 

Festival time in the Tents on the Green. 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/
http://www.winchester.anglican.org/about-us/thy-kingdom-come/
http://www.thykingdomcomeprayer.co.uk/tkc-novenas-2017-by-deanery/index.html
http://www.thykingdomcomeprayer.co.uk/tkc-novenas-2017-by-deanery/index.html
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The festival will finish as the next event 
gets underway – a celebration in 
Winchester Cathedral on Pentecost 
Sunday, one of seven Beacon events 
taking place across the country. Bishop 
David and Carla Harding (24-7 Prayer) 
will be hosting the event with worship 
led by Neil Bennetts and his band. The 
event is free to attend and tickets are 
now available at https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thy-kingdom-
come-beacon-event-
winchester-tickets-
33109353969. 

When the Cathedral 
falls silent and 
everyone has left, 
this will not be the 
end. In fact, the 
Novena, the Tents 
and the Beacon Event 
are just the 
beginning, the 
underpinning of what 
follows – mission. At 
the end of the 
Pentecost Service 
people will be 
commissioned, as 
Phil Dykes says: “to 
take what they have 
seen and heard and 
go to make a 
difference where God has planted 
them.” 

One way to respond to this is for 
churches to link in with initiatives such 
as Hope Eastleigh which will be running 
an ecumenical mission in Eastleigh; 
Hope in the Community Bournemouth, 
which reaches out to the needy across 

the city; and Who Cares?, which will be 
launched at the service and which will 
seek to ask people in Basingstoke and 
the northern archdeaconry what 
challenges face them today and respond 
sensitively and practically to them. 

These may suit some churches and 
individuals, while others may want to do 
something different. “Our prayer is that 
people will be inspired to go back and 
be Christians wherever they are,” says 

Phil, “as parents, 
office workers, 
neighbours.” 
Perhaps, a group in a 
church could get 
together and pray for 
their friends, perhaps 
it could be something 
more unusual like 
forming a ‘kitchen 
choir’ whereby 
people are welcomed 
into a house to learn 
a piece of music and 
sing together.  

There are already 
plenty of ideas out 
there and it is hoped 
that people will pick 
up ideas and run with 
their own initiatives. 
One idea is, for 

instance, to set up your own gazebo at a 
fete along the lines of the ‘mission 
chalet’ which is run at Winchester 
Cathedral during the Christmas fair. 
There people were encouraged to take 
pictures in front of the nativity scene 
and answer the question ‘What would 

Prayer is for all ages 

Continued overleaf 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thy-kingdom-come-beacon-event-winchester-tickets-33109353969
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thy-kingdom-come-beacon-event-winchester-tickets-33109353969
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thy-kingdom-come-beacon-event-winchester-tickets-33109353969
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thy-kingdom-come-beacon-event-winchester-tickets-33109353969
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thy-kingdom-come-beacon-event-winchester-tickets-33109353969
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you do if you were king for the day?’ and 
pin it up on a ribbon. The answers varied 
from the universal to the particular – 
from ‘peace’, to ‘spending more time 
with my grandchildren’, and over the 
years the chalet has been an effective 
way of connecting with passers-by, 
having discussions and inviting them to 
services.  

The Diocese is providing ‘mission tools’ 
to help with the next stage, in the form 
of videos and resource sheets and these 
will be available on the Diocese website 
(www.winchester.anglican.org/). There 
will be a celebration service on the feast 
of Christ the King, the last Sunday before 
Advent which this year falls on 26 
November. “During this period of six 
months we would love to hear about 
what is happening and how people have 
responded to this call to pray and share 
good news,” says Phil. 

Kings Freddie and Stanley in the  

Mission Chalet 

God’s masterpieces 

Prayer can be in any way and any place and different people take different 
approaches. For some, creativity and art is a way into prayer and a deepening of 
faith. With this in mind you may wish to consider joining a course this summer at St 
Mary’s Church, Old Basing.  

Led by artist and creative arts retreat leader Gill Sakakini, ‘Imaging the Story’ is a 10-
week course which invites people to explore creativity and God’s creative purpose, 
reflecting on what it means for humans to be ‘God’s masterpiece’ and how, through 
Jesus Christ, we are freed to ‘do the good things he planned for us long 
ago’ (Ephesians 2:10), and how this can play out in terms of our own creativity.  

The course runs on Thursday evenings from 20 April to 6 July, though late joiners are 
also welcome, and it offers a practical way to reflect and make, alone and with 
others. No previous artistic experience is necessary. Cost (for materials) £15. 
Discount on the new book which accompanies the course (Imaging the Story by Gill 
Sakakini and Karen Case-Green). For further information and to sign up, contact Gill 
Sakakini on 07969158488 or gilly.sak@gmail.com.  

Thy Kingdom Come 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/
mailto:gilly.sak@gmail.com
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C rime, punishment, rehabilitation, 
the effect of criminal acts on the 

victims and on society, are topics that 
continue to be debated in the media, as 
well as the criminal justice system. 
Richard Brand, Archdeacon of 
Winchester, looks at one form of 
justice—restorative.  

Restorative justice (RJ) is the process 
whereby parties with a stake in a 
specific offence resolve collectively how 
to deal with the aftermath of the 
offence and its implications for the 
future. 

The system places the needs of the 
victims at the centre of the criminal 
justice system and the crime that has 
been committed against them.  

A few months ago I took part in a 
training course for those interested in 
working with restorative justice. 

As a Christian the rationale for this work 
and the importance of this approach 
seems very clear. While the use of RJ 
might be justified by some as a useful 
tool in reducing reoffending, the 

essential attention to the victim of crime 
as the starting point is its particular gift 
in a process which treats victim and 
offender with equal courtesy. 

The training course I attended was run 
by ‘Restorative Solutions’ http://
www.restorativesolutions.org.uk, a not-
for-profit community interest company. 
It was set up to support frontline 
practitioners working in the community 
and the public sector by creating and 
managing innovative programmes, 
offering training and services to enable 
the use of restorative practice. 

Some professionals attend courses to 
support their own organisation’s work, 
but Restorative Solutions is also looking 
for volunteers to be trained to work as 
part of the local RJ team. If you think 
this might be work in which you’re 
interested and where you can make a 
positive contribution then either contact 
Restorative Solutions on: 
hiow@restorativesolutions.org.uk or 
email me at 
Richard.Brand@winchester.anglican.org 

Restorative justice in action. Picture copyright Restorative Justice Council 2016. 

Restorative justice 

http://www.restorativesolutions.org.uk
http://www.restorativesolutions.org.uk
mailto:hiow@restorativesolutions.org.uk
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Mission in practice – Churches at work 
Taking the step together 

Fancy a curry? 

“Y ou could feel 
God’s spirit in 

the church!” So said 
Rev’d Arthur Botham 
of St Gabriel’s, Popley, 
reflecting on a service 
in March when Bishop 
David came to the 
church to baptise five 
people and confirm 
five. However, that 
was just the start. 

“God’s spirit moved 
through the worship and in the message 
that Bishop David preached,” added 
Arthur. “Bishop David baptised and 
confirmed the candidates and then said 
‘I’ve just got to say this – if there is 
anyone else who would like to be 
confirmed, please come and see me and 
Arthur afterwards’.” 

The result was seven 
more people, 
including Arthur 
Botham’s daughter 
and relatives of the 
baptism and 
confirmation 
candidates, came 
forward to be 
confirmed.  

Bishop David added: 
“It was a household 
baptism like Lydia in 

Philippi [Acts 16, v 15] and these are 
really exciting. It isn’t just the individual 
but the whole family taking the step 
together.” 

Arthur added: “In 28 years of ministry 
I’ve never seen anything like it”. 

Contact us: 
Let us know your news and send us your photographs. Contact Stella Wiseman, 
Marketing and Content Editor, stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org or call 
01962 737325.  @CofEWinchester  www.facebook.com/CofEWinchester  

www.winchester.anglican.org   

T here is nothing like a curry night for 
getting people relaxed and chatting, 

as members of St Saviour’s, 
Bournemouth, have discovered. So the 
men meet every fourth Wednesday of the 
month, and sometimes the women join 
them so the pub is packed. There is an 
outreach element as it’s the sort of event 
it’s easy to invite friends to, but it’s also 
about getting to know each other better. 

Bishop David confirms more than 
originally planned 

mailto:stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org
http://www.winchester.anglican.org

