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Whilst none of us wants to be isolated, if it has to 

happen, maybe Lent is the right time! Might it give us 

a little bit more insight into Jesus' time in the       

wilderness. I wonder if he felt as helpless as we do 

now? His devil kept on making attractive offers to 

him, and I suppose so does ours - maybe I could go 

out for a bit, or, it wouldn't hurt to have a cuppa 

with so and so would it? 

 

Temptation!  Let’s hope that by Easter we might be 

able to be a little more free, but in the meantime 

may God be with you all. 
 

Mark Ward 
 

 

  

A Prayer for all those affected by Covid-19  

Keep us, good Lord,  

under the shadow of your mercy.  

Sustain and support the anxious,  

be with those who care for the sick,  

and lift up all who are brought low;  

that we may find comfort  

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love  

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  AMEN.  



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  
 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 130  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1.  Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 

  Lord, hear my voice; 

 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

 

2.  If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, 

 O Lord, who could stand? 

 

3.   But there is forgiveness with you, 

 so that you shall be feared. 

 

4.  I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; 

 in his word is my hope. 

 

5.  My soul waits for the Lord, 

  more than the night watch for the morning, 

 more than the night watch for the morning. 
 

6.  O Israel, wait for the Lord, 

 for with the Lord there is mercy; 

 

7.  With him is plenteous redemption 

 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
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A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

Ezekiel was active during the Exile, when the Jews were captives in Babylon.  At a time when 

their spirits were low, he gave them this vision of hope. 
 

1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He 

said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’  I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ 4 

Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:  O dry bones, hear 

the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath 

to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you,  and will cause flesh to 

come upon you,  and cover you with skin,  and put breath in you, and you shall live;  

and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ 7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; 

and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came       

together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 

come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 

Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:  

Thus says the Lord GOD:  Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 

these slain, that they may live.’ 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 

came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he 

said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.  They say, “Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy, 

and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD:  I am going to open your graves,  and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people;  and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring 

you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 

live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know  that I, the LORD, have 

spoken and will act,  says the LORD.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 



 

John 11:1-45 
 

Jesus demonstrates the life-giving power of God. 
 

1 A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister   Martha. 2 

Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 

hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.’ 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5 

Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard 

that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after 

this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8 The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, 

the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9 Jesus   

answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do 

not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night 

stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11 After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12 The disciples said to 

him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, however, had been     

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 

Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16 Thomas, who was called the 

Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 17 When   

Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come 

to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to 

Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your   

brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the    

resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I      

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 28 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her        

privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, she got 

up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 

at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.  32 When Mary came where  

Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  34 

He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus    

began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of them said, 

‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’  

 



PALM SUNDAY & HOLY WEEK: Palm Sunday is April 5th-we are exploring 

ways of getting Blessed Palm Crosses to everyone who usually comes to 

Church.  Usual on-line Service at 10.00.  Holy Week - the usual 'Thoughts for the 

Day' will continue, and in addition, there will be a short Service at 7.00p.m., Monday-

Thursday, following the pattern we would have used in the Churches - more details 

next week.  Good Friday - 10.00, 'Thought for the Day', 2.00, 'Service at the Foot of 

the Cross'.  Easter Eve - 10.00, 'Thought for the Day', 8.00, 'Easter Vigil, and Lighting 

of the Paschal Candle'.  Easter Day - 10.00, Easter Communion. 
 

ALTHOUGH our Churches buildings are closed, even for Private Prayer, we as the 

Church (in its proper meaning of the people of God in a particular place, and all 

around the world) are still very active.  Where Churches have porches,  these are still 

open, and where we can, we'll have paper copies of Partners, etc., in them.  At 

Fordingbridge, we're going to experiment with a place to light a candle and pray in the 

porch - pop in if you are passing - keep your distance if anyone else is there. 

 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 

glory of God?’ 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, 

‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 

you sent me.’ 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 

out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 

his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 45 Many 

of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,       

believed in him.  
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible.  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever.  

AMEN. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 



WORSHIP - Every day at 10.00a.m. -  We're now in the second week of  on-line 

worship.  Every day at 10.00 there is a 'Thought for the Day', and on Sundays, at the 

same time, a Sunday Service.  These can be found in one of three ways - all called 'Avon 

Valley Churches':  on the Facebook box on our website (you don't have to join 

Facebook to see these), on Facebook itself, or on our new YouTube Channel - again, 

you don't need to sign in to use YouTube. 

The Sunday Service Sheet is also on our website, and sent out with the Partners link - 

which means you can pray the Service at any time, or print/view a copy to join in with 

the video.  We'll also try to send out copies of some of the 'Thoughts for the Day' by e-

mail, when these are available. 

We're looking at prayer resources that you can use at home, and we'll let you know 

when these are ready. 
 

PASTORAL CARE - We are trying to keep in touch with all of our congregations by 

phone - because we don't have a 'Membership List', as all are welcome, it's not always 

easy for us to know whom to contact.  If you've not heard from anyone, and would like 

to, please phone Gary at the Rectory (01425 839622), Kate, who is looking after 

pastoral care (07770 944054), and Nicky, who particularly cares for Breamore and Hale 

& Woodgreen (07931 413629), and we'll make sure that you are kept in touch. 
 

PARTNERS AND MAGAZINES - If you know of people who need paper copies of 

Partners and other information that is going out by e-mail or on-line, do let us know 

(Church.Office@fordingbridge.com), and we'll find ways of getting it to them.  We want 

everyone to be included. 
 

ANYTHING ELSE? - be in touch if you think we might be able to help or 

advise.  Use any of the contact details above. 

And we are continuing daily in prayer for you, for all those involved in the care of 

others, for all those under stress, and for the nations of the world - do join in the wave 

of prayer in any way you can.   Blessings, Canon Gary 
 

CHURCH OFFICE :  The Church Office will be closed for the foreseeable future, but 

Gail and Jackie are now working from home so please email 

church.office@fordingbridge.com any correspondence, questions etc.  The office phone 

will not be taking any answerphone messages but if you need to phone please call Gary 

on 01425 839622.  Many thanks. 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE IN NEED – A Group for the town made up of the town 

working together as one.  A new group of volunteers which has come together to 

help people in the town affected by Covid-19. 

We are here to help with anyone who is self-isolating due to an underlying health 

condition, are in an at-risk group or have the symptoms of the Coronavirus.  We aim to 

help and give you all the support and information you need.    

We can offer delivery services for groceries and prescriptions, shopping, dog walking or 

put you in touch with a friendly voice for someone to talk to. 
 

Contact Tel:  01425 542045.                     E Mail:  help@fordingbridge-in-need.uk     

Facebook Page:  Fordingbridge: In need     Website:  Fordingbridge-in-need.uk 

mailto:Church.Office@fordingbridge.com
mailto:help@fordingbridge-in-need.uk


REFLECTION :  Last Wednesday we remembered The Annunciation of our Lord to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Thinking of this extraordinary event which continues 

unendingly to underpin our lives we might reflect on how often we forget or tend to 

ignore the teaching of Jesus.   We wonder if is it possible to imagine what the world 

would be like if Mary had refused and turned away?  She was a young girl, no doubt 

frightened by her  ‘Yes’, asking herself  what had she taken on and what would Joseph 

say?  We forget that Joseph also said ‘Yes’.  Not having the ‘Light of the world in the 

present time would be unthinkable. Yet we often forget   our loving God by not taking 

time to listen, to be aware of ‘His way.’ 

We have time now for reflection on how much we tend to forget Mary’s gift and go 

our own way.  We have to relearn that we are not in charge and  to allow ourselves to 

be guided by The Light of the world.  We  keep a candle alight to remind us so  

“We may flourish as You intend.” 

 Daphne Himmel 

 

FOODBANK STAYS OPEN :  Foodbanks are among the voluntary services that 

can continue to operate.  They offer emergency food but they cannot provide food or 

offer delivery services for people who are self-isolating unless they are in financial 

hardship.   Local people have continued to give generously enabling the Foodbank to 

meet the rising demand.  However, situations can change rapidly.  So people are 

encouraged to continue, or even increase, their giving.  A list of current needs appears 

on the Foodbank website www.ringwood.foodbank.org.uk and on the Ringwood 

Foodbank Facebook page.    

Clients must be referred by an agency such as Citizen’s Advice Bureau, churches, 

schools or the surgery.  The Branch, in the High Street is also able to issue Foodbank 

vouchers and now houses the Fordingbridge Community Fridge. The Foodbank is open 

in Fordingbridge on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays between 12.30 and 2.30 in the 

United Reformed Church, in Salisbury Street. 
 

SOMETHING TO SHARE?  It would be lovely to share uplifting thoughts at this 

time when there are no social events to look forward to yet. Please feel free to send 

something for inclusion in Partners. It might be a short poem, perhaps an act of 

kindness you have experienced yourself or read about or some other uplifting event. 

We will include as many as we can.  
 

LIFE IN THE CORONAVIRUS ERA :  We may not be able to meet as we have 

been used to but we can still keep in touch in others ways.  One way could be you 

telling us about how you are social distancing – below are some ideas of questions, and 

Andy Finch will be answering these next week.  Do send in your responses if you 

would like them featured! 

What time do you get up?              What is important to you particularly at this time?  

How do you exercise?                        What are you doing that is different? 

Favourite hobby?        What are you looking forward to the most when life returns to normal? 

Favourite TV programme at the moment?                    What is at the top of your bucket list? 

http://www.ringwood.foodbank.org.uk


This Week 

29th March 2020 

Lent 5 (Passion Sunday) 

Sunday 29 

March 

10.00am Online/live streamed service via 

Facebook 

YouTube 

Website 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

 

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.   

If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a  

prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe,   

Church Office,  Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AB 
 

Tel. 01425 653163     www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Please email any correspondence or enquiries to church.office@fordingbridge.com 

Daily “Thought of the Day” available on the 

 Avon Valley Churches Facebook page and website 

 

Sunday 5 April 

Palm Sunday 

10.00am Online/live streamed service via 

Facebook 

YouTube 

Website 


