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HOLY WEEK 
 

This year, as most of us are at home a lot more than usual, we 

have a unique opportunity to follow the events of Holy Week 

each day. 
 

Along with Partners, we’re distributing a ‘Holy Week Journey’, 

a leaflet with prayers, readings and thoughts for each day until 

Easter Day.  This is something we thought might be helpful in 

this ‘Year of Pilgrimage’. 
 

And we are having two Services each day from today until 

Easter Eve, followed by Communion on Easter Day – full    

details on the back page. 
 

Although it’s all a bit odd, we will be commemorating Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Eve, approximately         

following our normal pattern.   
 

This Collect for Good Friday is one you might find helpful to 

accompany you through this week: 
 

Eternal God, 

in the cross of Jesus 

we see the cost of our sin 

and the depth of your love: 

in humble hope and fear 

may we place at his feet 

all that we have and all that we are, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
 

Blessings, Gary 



 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

 

COLLECT:  
 

True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, 

which is the path of glory. 

AMEN. 
 

A Reading from Letter of Paul to the Philippians 

Philippians 2:5-11 
 

The Hymn of Christ’s Glory 
 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was 

in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be        

exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in      

human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself and   

became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross. 9 Therefore 

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
 

THE PALM GOSPEL READING 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                           (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      
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Matthew 21:1-11 
 

1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, 2 ‘Go into the village 

ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 

untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 

“The Lord needs them.“ And he will send them immediately.’ 4 This took place 

to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5 ‘Tell the daughter 

of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had   

directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 

them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The 

crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna to 

the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!   

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 

was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11 The crowds were saying, ‘This is the 

prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

PASSION GOSPEL READING - MATTHEW 26:14-27:66 

Evangelist ...Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the people to ask 

for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them: 

Pilate Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 

Crowd Barabbas! 

Pilate Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ? 

Crowd Let him be crucified. 

Pilate Why? What evil has he done? 

Crowd (louder) Let him be crucified. 

Evangelist So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot 

was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the 

crowd:  

Pilate I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves. 

Crowd His blood be on us and on our children!... 



 

Evangelist ...Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and 

one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their 

heads: 

Passers-by You who would destroy the Temple and build it in three days, 

save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 

the cross. 

Evangelist So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him: 

Priests He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of   

Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will 

believe in him. 

 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him; 

for he said: 'I am the Son of God'. 

Evangelist And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the 

same way. 

 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until 

the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 

voice: 

Jesus Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 

Evangelist That is, 'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?' And some of 

the bystanders hearing it said: 

Bystanders This man is calling Elijah. 

Evangelist And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with vinegar, 

put it on a reed, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said: 

Bystanders Wait; let us see whether Elijah will come to save him... 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 

give us the mind to follow you 

and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 

to the glory of God the Father.   

AMEN. 



ALTHOUGH our Churches buildings are all closed, even for Private Prayer, 

we as the Church (in its proper meaning of the people of God in a particular 

place, and all around the world) are still very active.  Even though the Churches 

are closed, where there are porches, these are available, and where we can, 

we'll have paper copies of Partners, etc., in them.   
 

WORSHIP - Every day at 10.00a.m. - We're now providing on-line 

worship.  Every day at 10.00 there is a 'Thought for the Day', and on Sundays, at 

the same time, a Sunday Service.  These can be found in one of three ways - all 

called 'Avon Valley Churches':  on the Facebook box on our website (you don't 

have to join Facebook to see these), on Facebook itself, or on our new 

YouTube Channel - again, you don't need to sign in to use YouTube. 

If there is a Sunday Service Sheet, it is also on our website, and sent out with 

the Partners link - which means you can pray the Service at any time, or print/

view a copy to join in with the video.  We'll also try to send out copies of some 

of the 'Thoughts for the Day' by e-mail, when these are available. 
 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Gary and Mike 

say Morning Prayer together, and anyone is welcome to join in.  LENT 

GROUPS - Broken, each morning, Monday to Thursday, from 10.30-11.30.  If 

you've want to join in, and haven't had the Course Booklet, let Gary know, and 

he'll get one to you.  The links for both of these are in the Partners e-mail, or 

on the website. 
 

HOLY WEEK - On Sunday 5th, as well as the 10.00 Holy Communion, there 

is a Palm Sunday Service at 6.00.  As well as the 'Thoughts for the Day' each day 

at 10.00, , there is a Service at 7.00 from Monday to Thursday (Prayer round 

the Cross, Compline, Worship & Reflection, and Maundy Thursday 

Communion).  On Friday, there is a 2.00 Service at the Foot of the Cross, and 

on Saturday at 8.00p.m., the Easter Vigil.  Full list on the back page. 
 

PASTORAL CARE - We are trying to keep in touch with all of our 

congregations by phone - because we don't have a 'Membership List', as all are 

welcome, it's not always easy for us to know whom to contact.  If you've not 

heard from anyone, and would like to, please phone Gary at the Rectory 

(01425 839622), Kate, who is looking after pastoral care (07770 944054), and 

Nicky, who particularly cares for Breamore and Hale & Woodgreen (07931 

413629), and we'll make sure that you are kept in touch. 
 

PARTNERS AND MAGAZINES - If you know of people who need paper 

copies of Partners and other information that is going out by e-mail or on-line, 

do let us know (Church.Office@fordingbridge.com), and we'll find ways of 

getting it to them.  We want everyone to be included. 

mailto:Church.Office@fordingbridge.com


 

PALM CROSSES - in the next few days, we're hoping to get Palm Crosses to 

all of members our congregations, by hand or by post.  compiling the list has 

been a complicated job - and we apologise if anyone has got missed off.  If 

you've not received one by the end of next week, please be in touch. 
 

ANYTHING ELSE? - be in touch if you think we might be able to help or 

advise.  Use any of the contact details above.   

And we are continuing daily in prayer for you, for all those involved in the care 

of others, for all those under stress, and for the nations of the world - do join 

in the wave of prayer in any way you can. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS : to Joy and Derek Tosdevin who celebrated their 

60th Wedding Anniversay on 2nd of April. They were married at Brightsone 

Church on the Isle of Wight.  What a wonderful acheivement. Joy has been a 

former PCCsecretary, and member of Mother's Union, Michaelmas and a 

flower arranger at St. Mary's Fordingbridge, as well as a very regular member of 

the congregation. We all hope that they both had a very happy day, and offer 

them every best wish. 
 

SANCTUS : 6pm on Sunday evening – Avon Valley Churches encounters 

Sanctus online.  A cinematic exploration of Palm Sunday – a service of 

recommitment.  During our time of worship you will be invited to hold a palm 

cross,  or any small cross you may have. Join us on Facebook at 6pm.  
 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA  is a streaming library of hundreds of video resources 

that can inspire your faith every day of the week. The RightNow Media App is 

available on iPad, AppleTV, fireTV, or you can access through its website. The 

resource is North American, and therefore comes from a large group of 

churches in the States…There are some real gems–visit https://

uk.rightnowmedia.org to get a feel for it.  If you would like free access, please 

email  miket@avp-benefice.org.uk and I’ll send you the invitation link… 
 

THE PASSION OF JESUS AND ONE GOOD FRIDAY STORY : will be 

available online on Good Friday, 10th April 2020 at 12pm and 3pm,  through the 

Winterhsall Facebook page:  Https://www.facebook.com/Wintershallplay  
 

NO MORE PUZZLE LOANS OR BOARD: Sorry that we are unable to 

loan out puzzles or supply board whilst there are restrictions on our church 

buildings. We will resume when things get back to normal again. Thank you.  
 
 

TRAIDCRAFT :  I have some boxes of 6 small eggs left (£4.15 each) and also 

2 packs of floral Easter Cards (6 for £4.50).  If anyone would like me to 

deliver some to you (at a distance) please let me know by the end of Palm 

Sunday. 657287  Very best wishes to all my customers.  Keep safe. Trudi 



REFLECTION :  The readings in Exodus this week give is the story of how 

Moses’ helped by Yahweh’ frightened Pharaoh with several plagues into allowing 

the Israelites to worship their God in Egypt.  Moses explained that they had to 

go into the wilderness because their worship involved sacrifice of an animal 

which to Egyptians would be sacrilege and they would stone the Israelites.  So it 

seems that as far back as history goes we have regarded ‘our religion’ as the 

right one, our way of worship as the right way.  

Now we have our own plague – covid -19. – and time to look at our own lives.  

We consider how we have got busier and busier – too busy to notice the rise in 

numbers of rough sleepers, in food banks and in particular we have resented the 

influx of migrants – strangers with their different languages and religions.  All 

across the world borders have been built resulting in a rise in racism. 

As we remember Jesus in Gethsemane lonely and abandoned, fearful of what 

was to come we can fully  understand that his love has no borders. 

 Daphne Himmel 

MONEY MATTERS :  We do hope you are all keeping well.  We are aware 

that some people may still want to give their usual Sunday offering/collection. 

One good way to ensure you are giving regularly to your church is to sign up to 

the Parish Giving Scheme, if you haven’t already? Visit the PGS website 

www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk or you can call them on: 0333 002 1260. You do 

not have to be a tax payer, but if you are, you can gift aid what you give. 

We have forms here we can post to you to fill in. We just need to know which 

parish you are in so we can send you the right one.   If you'd prefer to give by 

Standing Order, or Cheque, or if you to want chat about anything, e-mail the 

Church Office (Church.Office@Fordingbridge.com), and someone will be in 

touch, or phone the Office on the Rectory number 01425 839622.  Thank you 

very much to all those who are supporting the Church at this difficult time. 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE IN NEED – A Group for the town made up of the 

town working together as one.  A group of volunteers have come together 

to help people in the town affected by Covid-19 (full details are in last weeks 

Partners—contact details are :  

Tel:  01425 542045.                             E Mail:  help@fordingbridge-in-need.uk     

Website:  Fordingbridge-in-need.uk      Facebook Page:  Fordingbridge: In need       
 

FORDINGBRIDGE FOODBANK : is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays, 12.30 to 2.30, in the United Reformed Church, Salisbury Street.  Clients 

must be referred by an agency such as Citizen’s Advice Bureau, churches, 

schools or the surgery.  The Branch, in the High Street is also able to issue 

Foodbank vouchers and now houses the Community Fridge.    
 

If you want to donate food, their list of required items is on their website 

ringwood.foodbank.org.uk. “Urgently needed items”.  Small amounts can be left 

in the Co-Op bin where they will be collected on a regular basis. 

mailto:Church.Office@Fordingbridge.com
mailto:help@fordingbridge-in-need.uk
http://ringwood.foodbank.org.uk


This Week 

5th April 2020  -  Palm Sunday 

 

Sunday 5 April 

Palm Sunday 

10.00am Palm Sunday Communion 

Online/live streamed service via 

Facebook, YouTube and Website 

 6.00pm Sanctus - Avon Valley Churches encounters 

Sanctus online. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   
 

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.   

If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a  prayer 

partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com                  Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   
 

10am   Daily “Thought of the Day” available on the 

 Avon Valley Churches Facebook page, Website and YouTube 

 

Sunday 12 

April 

Easter Sunday 

10.00am Online/live streamed service via 

Facebook 

YouTube 

Website 

Monday 6 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 7.00pm Prayer Round the Cross 

Tuesday 7 7.00pm Compline 

Wednesday 8 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 7.00pm Worship & Reflection 

Maundy Thursday 9 7.00pm Maundy Thursday Communion 

Good Friday 10 6.20pm Choir Practice 

Easter Eve Sat 11 8.00pm Easter Vigil 


