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  20/III/20 

From Canon Gary Philbrick, 

Rector of the Avon Valley Churches 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

A PASTORAL LETTER TO THE CONGREGATIONS AND 

CHURCHES OF THE AVON VALLEY BENEFICE 
 

We are living through unprecedented times - I think that only those who have lived through the last War 

will have experienced anything like the disruption to our lives that we are facing now.  The whole Staff 

Team is very aware of the different problems many of us will be facing over the coming weeks, and over 

the past few days, we have been very intensively planning how our Church life will continue. 

 

We have been instructed by the Church of England that there will be no Public Worship in our Churches 

until further notice, so we are not allowed to hold any Service (except, with conditions, Weddings and 

Funerals) – we will, however, be continuing with worship, prayer and service, as detailed below. 

 

There will be further advice in Partners and on our website (search for Avon Valley Churches) over the 

coming weeks; our Services (see below) will be streamed on the AvonValleyChurches Facebook Page 

(although we are exploring other forms of communication, too). 

 

If you need further information, or help of any sort, do phone me or the Church Office, or anyone in the 

Staff Team, and we’ll see what we can do.  And if you need any technical help with Facebook or other 

things, again, be in touch.  We’d like to encourage all of our Church members to benefit from our prayer 

and fellowship together, especially when some people may feel quite isolated. 

 

Here are the details some of the things which will be happening. 

 

WORSHIP 

 

 Starting on Sunday, March 22nd, with a Communion Service for Mothering Sunday, there will be a 
Service every Sunday at 10.00a.m.  You will be able to find this through Facebook, or via the Facebook 

part of our website.  You can join in at 10.00, so we are all praying and worshipping together, or you’ll 

be able to access the Services any time after that in the same places.  An Order of Service for you to 

use will be sent out on Friday by e-mail with Partners, and there will be paper copies in the Churches. 

 On Sunday 22nd, at 7.00p.m., we are encouraging everyone to join in the National Day of Prayer – 

we’re asked to light a candle, and put it on a window sill at that time, and a short Service will be on 

Facebook. 

 Each day from Monday 23rd, at 10.00a.m., there will be a ‘Thought for the Day’ led by one of the Staff 
Team or other people, and, again, if you can’t make 10.00, it will be available any time after that. 

 All of our Churches will open for prayer and visiting each day, so please do make use of them as much 

as you can.  

 We will also be sending out worship and other materials for children and young people via the Families 
e-mail list. 
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PASTORAL CARE 

Canon Gary Philbrick, on behalf of the Staff Team and PCCs. 

 

 

 In different ways in each of our Churches, we are trying to keep in touch with our congregations by 
telephone and other means.  In Fordingbridge, the Care-Ring Coordinators are asked to be in touch 

with their Care Rings regularly.  In the other Parishes, Pastoral Visitors and others are taking on that 

role.  This might be just for a quick chat, or it may be to deal with a particular problem someone might 

have.   

 We are hoping to be able to get Partners and other information to those not on e-mail – hopefully 

the Pastoral Teams will pick this up when they contact people. 

 We would encourage all of our Church Members to continue the wonderful care and friendship which 
exists in our congregations, but to respect those, especially older members, who do not want physical 

contact at this time.  The telephone is a wonderful way to keep in touch with friends. 

 We are also working with the other Churches in the area to offer care to the wider community; and 

the Foodbank will continue to operate for those in need. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 Our main form of communication will be by e-mail and telephone. 

 We are contacting people through our main e-mail list, whether or not they have signed up for 
Partners, so that we let as many people know as possible about these arrangements.  If you don’t want 

to receive e-mails, you will be able to unsubscribe. 

 There will also be information on the website as it arrives. 

 Nearly all of our meetings will be held on-line – there are various ways of doing this. 

 We will postpone the Annual Parish Celebrations until after things are back to normal (and the 

proposal from the Central Church is that people continue in their Office as Churchwardens, PCC and 

Deanery Synod Members, until it is possible to have Annual Meetings). 

 The Church Office is closed for visitors, but will be contactable by phone and e-mail. 

 

Above all, we want to try to include everyone we can in the continuing life of the Church over the coming 

months, and to offer whatever support we are able. 
 

A Prayer for all those affected by Covid-19 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  AMEN.  
 
 

 

With Best Wishes and Every Blessing, 

 

 

Verses from Psalm 57 

 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to 

me, for my soul takes refuge in you; 

In the shadow of your wings will I take 

refuge until the storm of destruction has 

passed by. 

I will call upon the Most High God, the God 

who fulfils his purpose for me. 

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and 

your glory over all the earth. 

 
 


