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Opening Prayer 
 

We meet in the name of God, 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  AMEN. 
 

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: 

In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

in quietness and trust shall be your strength. 

 

Opening Hymn: BROTHER, SISTER, LET ME SERVE YOU 
 

1.  Brother, sister, let me serve you, 

Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace to  

Let you be my servant, too. 
 

2.  We are pilgrims on a journey, 

Fellow trav’llers on the road; 

We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

3.  I will hold the Christlight for you 

In the night-time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

4.  I will weep when you are weeping; 

When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

Till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 

5.  When we sing to God in heaven, 

We shall find such harmony, 

Born of all we’ve known together 

Of Christ’s love and agony. 
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6.  Brother, sister, let me serve you, 

Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace to  

Let you be my servant, too. 
 

Richard Gillard, (c) 1977, Scripture in Song (Admin. by Kingsway’s Thankyou Music), CCL Licence No. 785142. 

 

Collect 
 

Eternal God, 

in the cross of Jesus 

we see the cost of our sin 

and the depth of your love: 

in humble hope and fear 

may we place at his feet 

all that we have and all that we are, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
(CW Alt, Good Friday) 

 

Wer bin ich? – Who Am I? 
 

Who am I? They often tell me 

I step out from my cell, 

Composed, contented and sure, 

Like a lord from his manor. 
 

Who am I? They often tell me 

I speak with my jailers, 

Freely, in a friendly way, and clearly, 

As though I were in command. 
 

Who am I? They also tell me 

I bear the days of hardship, 

Equably, smiling and proudly, 

like one who usually wins. 
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Am I really what others tell me? 

Or am I only what I myself know of me? 

Troubled, homesick, ill, like a bird in a cage, 

Gasping for breath, as though one strangled me, 

Hungering for colours, for flowers, for the song of birds, 

Thirsting for kind words, for human company, 

Quivering with anger at despotism and petty insults, 

Anxiously waiting for great events, 

Helplessly worrying about friends far away,  

Weary and empty of praying, of thinking, of working, 

Exhausted and ready to bid farewell to it all. 
 

Who am I? This or the other? 

Am I then, this today and the other tomorrow? 

Am I both at the same time? In public, a hypocrite 

And by myself, a contemptible, whining weakling? 

Or is there something still within me like a beaten army, 

Fleeing in disorder from a victory already won? 
 

Who am I? Lonely questions mock me, 

Whoever I really am, you know me, I am yours, O God! 
 

 (https://www.holytrinity.net/3-prison-poems-by-dietrich-bonhoeffer / adapted GP) 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 53:4-6 
 

Surely he has borne our infirmities, and carried our diseases; yet we 

accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.   But he 

was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon 

him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are 

healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our 

own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT READING: I Peter 1:3-6 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 

mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 

is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who 

are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, even if now 

for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 

 

THE GOSPEL READING: John 10:10 
 

Jesus said: I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

Christen und Heiden – Christians and Others 
 

1.  All go to God in their distress, 

Seek help and pray for bread and happiness, 

Deliverance from pain, guilt and death. 

All do, Christians and others. 

 

2.  All go to God in his distress, 

Find him poor, reviled without shelter or bread, 

Watch him tortured by sin, weakness, and death. 

Christians stand by God in His agony. 

 

3.  God goes to all in their distress, 

Satisfies body and soul with His bread, 

Dies, crucified for all, Christians and others, 

And both alike forgiving. 

 
http://www.brettdavis.org/archives/1060/gods-and-pagans-by-dietrich-bonhoeffer/ 
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HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE 
 

1.  How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure, 

That he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns his face away, 

As wounds which mar the chosen One bring many souls to glory. 
 

2.  Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life - I know that it is finished. 
 

3.  I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, his death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from his reward?  I cannot give an answer, 

But this I know with all my heart, his wounds have paid my ransom. 
 

Stuart Townend © 1991Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. CCL Licence No. 785142 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

During which we use the response: 

Lord, in your mercy; 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Standing at the foot of the Cross 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 
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but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom,  

the power and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

Lord our God, 

grant us grace to desire you with our whole heart; 

that so desiring, we may seek and find you; 

that so finding, may love you; 

and so loving, may hate those sins from which you have  

delivered us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

Von guten Mächten – Powers of Good 

 

1.  With every Power of Good 

to stay and guide me,  

Protected and inspired beyond 

all fear.  

I’ll live these days with you in 

thought beside me, 

And pass with you, into the 

coming year.  
 

Refrain:  While hidden Powers 

of Good aid and attend us,  

We’ll boldly face the future, 

come what may. 

At evening and at morning God 

is with us,  

And O, most surely on each 

new-born day! 
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2.  The old year still torments our hearts, unhastening;  

The long days of our sorrow still endure;  

O, Father, grant to souls you have been chastening  

The healing, which for us you are the cure. 
 

3.  Should it be ours to drain the cup of grieving  

The dregs, the cup fulfilled at your command,  

We will not falter, thankfully receiving  

All that is given by your loving hand.  
 

4.  But should you send us joy again to please us, 

And in this world to live in the Sun’s light, 

That which we’ve learned from sorrow shall increase us, 

To live our life for you with all our might 
 

5.  Today let warm and bright the candles light us 

From you into our darkness shine their light; 

If you wish, once again now to unite us 

We know your light can light the darkest night. 
 

6.  When now the silence deepens and surrounds us, 

O, grant that we may with your children raise  

From the unseen world that is all around us 

A universal hymn to sing your praise.  
 

Based on ‘Letters & Papers from Prison’, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, abridged, p. 146,  

retranslated GP for singing.  The last verse becomes the refrain when sung. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for 

faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and 

the blessing… 

AMEN. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

In the name of Christ.  AMEN.   


