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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 

HYMN:  AS THE DEER PANTS FOR WATER 

 

1.  As the deer pants for the water 

So my soul longs after You. 

You alone are my heart's desire 

And I long to worship You. 

 

Chorus: You alone are my strength, my shield, 

To You alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart's desire 

And I long to worship You. 

 

2.  I want You more than gold or silver, 

Only You can satisfy. 

You alone are the real joy-giver 

And the apple of my eye. 

 

3.  You're my Friend and You're my Brother, 

Even though You are a King. 

I love You more than any other, 

So much more than anything. 

 
Martin Nystrom, (c) 1984 Restoration Music, CCL Licence No. 785142 
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The Minister reads The Opening Sentence 

 

Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips.  

All: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

Minister: O God, make speed to save us. 

All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Minister: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

All: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. AMEN. 

 

Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 

All: The Lord's Name be praised. 

 

PSALM 47 (Said) 

 

1  Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
 

2  For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, 

a great king over all the earth. 
 

3  He subdued peoples under us, 

and nations under our feet. 

 

4  He chose our heritage for us, 

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 

 

5  God has gone up with a shout, 

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

 

6  Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 

7  For God is the king of all the earth; 

sing praises with a psalm. 

 

8  God is king over the nations; 

God sits on his holy throne. 

 

9  The princes of the peoples gather 

as the people of the God of Abraham. 

For the shields of the earth belong to God; 

he is highly exalted. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end.  AMEN. 

 

The Old Testament Reading:  II Samuel 23:1-5  

 

Now these are the last words of David: 1 The oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle of 

the man whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the favourite of the Strong 

One of Israel: 2 The spirit of the LORD speaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. 
3 The God of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who rules over 

people justly, ruling in the fear of God, 4 is like the light of morning, like the sun rising on 

a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.  5 Is not my house like 

this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things 

and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my help and my desire? 

 

The Magnificat (Said) 

 

1    My soul doth magnify the Lord : 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

2    For he hath regarded : 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

3    For behold, from henceforth : 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

4    For he that is mighty hath magnified me : 

and holy is his Name. 

5    And his mercy is on them that fear him : 

throughout all generations. 

6    He hath shewed strength with his arm : 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

7    He hath put down the mighty from their seat : 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

8    He hath filled the hungry with good things : 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

9    He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Luke 1:46-55 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end.  AMEN. 
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The New Testament Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and 

for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 

prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes 

of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of 

his great power. 20 God[f] put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 

age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made 

him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 

fills all in all. 

 

The Nunc Dimittis (Said) 

 

1    Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

according to thy word. 

2    For mine eyes have seen : 

thy salvation; 

3    Which thou hast prepared : 

before the face of all people; 

4    To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel 

Luke 2:29-32 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end.  AMEN. 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God  

All: the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin 

Mary: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He 

descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead: He ascended 

into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty: From 

thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of 

Saints: The Forgiveness of sins: The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 

everlasting.  AMEN. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29210f
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Minister: The Lord be with you.  

All:  And with thy spirit. 

 

Minister: Let us pray. 

  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Minister: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

Minister: Our Father, 

All: which art in heaven,  

 Hallowed be thy Name.   

 Thy kingdom come.   

 Thy will be done in earth,  

 As it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread.   

 And forgive us our trespasses,  

 As we forgive them that trespass against us.   

 And lead us not into temptation,  

 But deliver us from evil.  

 AMEN. 

 

Minister: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

All: And grant us thy salvation. 

Minister: O Lord, save the Queen. 

All: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Minister: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

All: And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Minister:  O Lord, save thy people. 

All: And bless thine inheritance. 

Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

All: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only 

 thou, O God. 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

All: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 

The Collect for the Day: Ascension 1 
 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power 

and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 
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The Collect for Peace 

 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 

Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 

may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from 

the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 

Jesus Christ our Saviour.  AMEN. 

 

 

The Collect for Aid Against Perils. 

 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

 

HYMN:  BE STILL MY SOUL 

1.  Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 

Leave to your God to order and provide, 

In every change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly Friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

 

2.  Be still, my soul: your God doth undertake 

To guide the future as he has the past.  

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

All now mysterious shall be clear at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 

His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 

 

3.  Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord; 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

Sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past 

all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

 

THE SERMON 

 

The Prayers, which may end with: 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. AMEN. 

 



7 

 

HYMN:  I WILL SING THE WONDROUS STORY 

 

1.  I will sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ who died for me. 

How he left the realms of glory 

For the cross of Calvary. 

Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ who died for me – 

Sing it with his saints in glory, 

Gathered by the crystal sea. 

 

2.  I was lost, but Jesus found me, 

Found the sheep that went astray, 

Raised me up and gently led me 

Back into the narrow way. 

Days of darkness still may meet me, 

Sorrow's paths I oft may tread, 

But his presence still is with me; 

By his guiding hand I'm led. 

 

3.   He will keep me till the river 

Rolls its waters at my feet; 

Then he'll bear me safely over, 

Made by grace for glory meet. 

Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ who died for me – 

Sing it with his saints in glory, 

Gathered by the crystal sea. 

 

 

The Final Prayer and Blessing, to which all reply AMEN. 

 

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: In the name of Christ.  AMEN. 

 

 


