


2

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE PARISH CHURCH OF 
ST MARY’S, BREAMORE

Rev Nicky Davies, Associate Priest, Mobile: 07931 413629

Enquiries regarding volunteering as Sides People,
(or need or can offer transport to Church) to:
Revd Nicky Davies 07931 413629 daviesnicky@live.co.uk

Flower Arrangers: Edna Dymot, 01725 512343

Enquiries regarding Bell Ringing to:
Gordon Dymott, Bell Tower Captain, 01725 511551

Churchwarden:  Richard Williams
07866 287949 rgwilliamsuk@hotmail.com

Enquiries regarding volunteering as a reader to:
Mary Melbourne 07710 288361

Our Vision: To live the mission of Jesus
Our Aim:  We are here to share the love of God by 
knowing Jesus and making him known to others
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Cover photo:  Detail from White Tailed Bumblebee (article page 18) 
©Nick Upton 2020 

From the Ministry:   A Reflection on time
Kate Wilson
Before this period of Covid-19,  many of us had busy and 
stressful lives. We never seemed to have enough time. However 
at the moment some of us may feel we have too much time and 
look for ways of filling the days; especially in these days of 
lockdown and social isolation.

One of the very first measurements of time was the Sundial. 
When the sundial was invented not everyone thought it was a 
good thing. This poem was written by a Roman playwright called 
Plautus who was very angry at this invention and wrote
The gods confound the man who first found out
How to distinguish hours!
Confound him too,
Who in this place set up a sundial
To cut and hack my days so wretchedly 
into small portions.

 Before the invention of the clock, time was natural. It was linked 
to the rotation of the earth on its axis and the four seasons. You 
went to bed with the moon and got up with the sun. Days were 
long and busy in summer, short and slow in winter. There was a 
rhythm to the day and the year. But the clock changed all that. 

It was the introduction of the railways throughout the world 
that brought about the standardisation of time. The schedules by 
which trains were organised and the time station clocks displayed 
were brought into line with the local mean time for London, 
which was set at Greenwich by the London Observatory, and is 
widely known as Greenwich Mean Time. 

Our world has changed so dramatically since the invention of the 
internet. The whole way we communicate with each other has 
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LIVE SERVICE BROADCASTS
Please visit the AVC Facebook page to find 

live service broadcasts:
https://www.facebook.com/AvonValleyChurches/

been totally transformed. However psychologists are now saying that 
despite the internet being of great benefit, it also is a stealer of time.

The concept of time starts with creation itself and there are differing 
viewpoints about the days of creation. Some think  that each day 
was a literal 24 hour period. However, others think that each day 
represented an indefinite period of time, which could be millions of 
years. The Bible does not say how long these periods were. The real 
question however, is not how long God took, but that the earth was 
created in an orderly fashion. 

One of my favourite passages from the Bible is from Ecclesiastes 
3:1-11. Where it starts with “There is a time for everything”.  This 
passage was the inspiration for the song Turn, Turn, Turn written by 
Pete Seeger in 1959. However whether we are in total lockdown and 
finding ways of filling our time, or so busy we haven’t enough hours 
in the day, as Freddie Mercury sang  “Time Waits for No One “ so let 
us use it wisely

Time is free, but it’s priceless
You can’t own it, but you can use it
You can’t keep it,  but you can spend it
Once you have lost it,  you can never get it back
(Harvey Mackay)

Kate Wilson
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AVC SERVICES FOR JUNE
Available live on our Facebook page and Website, or afterwards on 

YouTube: ‘Avon Valley Churches’

Every weekday 10.00am Thought for the Day

Mondays & Wednesdays   9.00am  Morning Prayer (Zoom)

Mondays, Wednesdays   11.00am  Assemblies, Messy 
& Fridays    Church & Open the Book On-
    Line (AVC Children, Youth and 

Families FB page)

Saturdays   10.00am The Saturday    
     Conversation

Sunday 7th June   10.00am Holy Communion
   6.00pm Sanctus

Sunday 14th June   10.00am Morning Service
   6.00pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 21st June   10.00am Holy Communion
   6.00pm Sanctus

Sunday 28th June   8.15am  BCP Holy Communion
   10.00am Morning Service
   6.00pm Evening Prayer
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A Friendly Reminder from The Breamore 
Support Group
If you would like some help during this time, whether it’s a chat on 
the phone, having prescriptions or groceries delivered, the team is 
here to help.

Rev Nicky Davies - 07931 413629

Richard Williams - 07866 287949

Kimberley Swift -  07780702835

Andy Finch -         07943 131011

Dennis White -      07789 444795

Our wonderful village shop in Woodgreen remains open, as does the 
Post Office, and deliveries can be arranged for those self-isolating or 
who struggle to get out.

There are also regular services online from Rev Gary and the team, 
as well as a Thought for The Day each morning at 10am. You can 
find them on Facebook or call one of the above numbers and we can 
help you to access the services.

We hope that you are safe and well
With very best wishes
BSG

Other Ways to Keep in Touch
Breamore Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/Breamore/

Nextdoor Woodgreen is a neighbourhood hub and a great 
way to stay informed about what’s going on in your neighbour-
hood and to offer or request help or advice.   The Woodgreen 

NextDoor includes Breamore, Hale and Godshill.  If you don’t 
already use it, you can join here:

https://nextdoor.co.uk



7

CHURCH  CLEANING ROTA

1st Week:     Sheila Forshaw
2nd Week:   Gloria Compton
3rd Week:    Jan Hayes-Newington
4th Week:    Ann Fisher
5th Week:     Gloria Compton  

 

	

BRASS CLEANING

June 7th:  Ms D Baverstock
June 21st:  Mr D White

Contact:       Edna Dymott: 01725 512343  	

FLOWERS
Contact:    Mary Melbourne: 07710 288361

 
 

	

Strim Along at St Mary's   
Many thanks to all the volunteers helping us keep the churchyard  
trimmed, strimmed & weeded during lockdown.  Our usual support 
from the Probation Service is booked to start again as soon as 
lockdown ends but in the meantime anyone who can lend a hand 
(& own strimmer!) is very welcome to join us. 

Please contact Richard on 07866 287949 to agree day/time.

Nakba fi lm – catastrophe highlighted: 
Our Associate Priest Nicky Davies was involved in a fi lm put 
together by a multi-faith team. Jewish, Muslim and Christian 
contributors worked together to highlight and lament the on-going 
injustices for the Palestinian people. 

You can see the 10 minute fi lm on YouTube. Here is the link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7pD-tOtZ2f
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019-2020

Hi Everyone, I hope you are all keeping well and coping with life 
in the world of coronavirus. The changes to council meetings due to 
Covid-19 means we will not be holding the Annual Parish meeting 
this year so I have decided to publish my Chairman’s Report to give 
you an insight into the council work over past year.

MEETINGS HELD 2019-2020: Since the last annual parish meeting 
on the 24th April 2019 we have held a total of ten meetings, six full 
meetings and four special meetings, the special meetings are usually 
called to consider planning applications that fall outside the dates of 
the full council meetings. 
Vicky Eden our outgoing clerk held her last meeting on the 15th July 
2019, I would like to formally thank Vicky for all the hard work 
she has achieved for Breamore Parish Council over her time with 
us. Following applications and interviews I would like to formally 
welcome Mandy Wilkinson as clerk and wish her well in her new 
position.

PLANNING: Ten planning applications were considered over this 
period of time, Breamore House for listed building repairs to green 
houses, two applications for The Old Forge, which includes repairs 
on a listed building and for the removal of the condition 3 for short 
term holiday let, the Bat and Ball for new signs, two for Japonica 
Cottage, one for the rebuild after lorry damage in 2018 and the 
second for a chimney extension for safety reasons, two applications 
from Charford Manor, one for repair to a glazed porch and the second 
for stable repairs plus a conversion for a holiday let, an application 
was put in by the Parish Council to rebuild the Bus Shelter and 

BREAMORE PARISH COUNCIL
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one for Marshlands for a double rear extension. We also received an 
application for the redirection of part of Footpath 17.

TREE APPLICATIONS: Applications were considered and it was then 
agreed to leave the decision to the tree officer, these included to Pollard 
a Willow tree and to fell a Norway spruce and two Poplars, to reduce by 
4metres 4 plums and 2 apple trees and to reduced by 3 metres one lime 
tree.

VISITS BY THE LENGHSMAN: Marcus has visited Breamore on five 
occasions. He has straightened signs and bollards, cleared footpaths, 
trimmed around the village gateways, cleared vegetation on the railway 
track. He has also made safe some of the stiles. He has cleared back the 
grass encroachment on the pavements and trimmed back brambles and 
nettles. He has also strimmed back the bank leading to Breamore Holt.
Please help us by reporting any jobs you would like to be considered.

FOLLOW UP ON ISSUES RAISED: Safety concerns on the A338, 
the preservation of the Stocks, urgent work on the railings falling into 
the river by the mill and the brickwork repair required on the Arch are 
to name a few. I have to say I have been very disappointed and rather 
frustrated regarding the lack of response and movement on these issues 
having received very little or no response from HCC. For those of you 
who have seen the film ‘Ground Hog Day’  where the main character 
keeps waking up only to repeat the same day over and over again, well it 
feels a bit like that every meeting has covered the same issues over and 
over again with no conclusion in sight. 

Unfortunately, the face to face support we used to receive from 
Councillor Edward Heron is now very limited and we no longer see him 
at our meetings, he was unable to attend any of the meetings over this 
last year. I do understand that his role has changed and he is spreading 
himself much more thinly over his area of responsibilities, also anyone 
can contact him via email or phone if they have any particular concerns. 
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However my main concern is that these faceless communications 
have a less emotional impact on the receiver and therefore it is much 
easier to, perhaps, hold back on any offers of support.

I want you all to know that as your council we have tried our 
uppermost to resolve these issues and I feel that we have clearly 
failed. These issues will of course remain on the agenda and we will 
endeavour to keep pressing for a response from HCC and hopefully 
receive some positive answers in the future.

As an aside, and although very grateful for anything that helps 
provide warnings to drivers entering the village, the road markings 
that appeared on the approach from Fordingbridge were not part of 
our discussions with HCC, they just appeared with nobody taking any 
responsibility!  Therefore, I feel that our previous discussions have 
still not been considered and met, I believe that a site/public meeting 
is outstanding and still needed as promised.

BUS SHELTER: This has been a very difficult period navigating our 
way through the bureaucratic syrup of insurance, loss adjustor’s and 
contractors. This comment does not include the insurance provider for 
Japonica Cottage who I understand was very hands on and supportive 
during the devastating time for the owners Paul and Gaynor 
Hammond and I am happy to say that they have  now moved back 
into their home and I wish them both well for the future. Councillor 
Anthony Swift is still working hard trying to resolve the issues and 
get a start date agreed for the eventual rebuilding of the bus shelter 
before the winter sets in!

HULSE HALL: Anthony Swift was approached in 2019 and has 
accepted the position of Chairman of the management committee, he 
stresses that he has accepted this role as a parishioner of Breamore 
and not as a councillor and we respect his wishes, therefore myself 
and Councillor Micky Pain will continue to represent the council on 
the committee.

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the committee 
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members for their continuing hard work keeping our unique hall 
running. This has been achieved through the management of the 
hiring by Jane Whidden, constant repair work by all, fundraising 
events such as the Quiz organised by Andy and Viv Finch and 
also the  very important Breamore  Brunch spearheaded by Alex 
Goodwin after Dennis White, the founder, handed the role over, 
well done Dennis for the many years you ran it. The Brunch is vital 
for bringing the community together. This does not all happen by 
chance and it takes a great deal of organising by the committee 
members and support from volunteers. 

Next year will be the centenary of Hulse Hall and Hilary Bowen 
has been busy applying for grants to help with refurbishment, 
in spite of all the hard work from the committee, we still need 
large sums of money for major repairs, please look out for the 
programme of events that are hopefully being planned for next 
year. Well done everyone.

In conclusion I would like to thank the councillors for their 
work over the past year and to wish you all well and keep safe, 
please contact us if you have any concerns or simply want to say 
something. I look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,

Lynne Aggas.
Chairman, Breamore Parish Council

CONTACTS  
Mandy Wilkinson – parish.clerk@breamore.gov.uk or 
07754574037
Lynne Aggas -  lynne.aggas@breamore.gov.uk or 07990878388
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SIR EDWARD RETURNS HOME
We are pleased to welcome back Sir Edward 
from hospital.  Lady Hulse is looking after 
him at home in Topps Farm and we wish 

them both well for a speedy recovery.

Breamore Horticultural Society

It is with great regret that we have decided to cancel the 
Breamore Flower Show which was due to take place on 

15th August 2020. 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the show in  2021. 

From the Show Committee

	

	

JUNE
Dog rose and elder greet every hedge,

Poppies wave with common sedge.
French beans run up their bamboo poles,
Strawberries swim in cream filled bowls.
Voles and moles and rabbits scamper,

Delicious picnics fill the hamper.

NOTICES
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Wartime Breamore for One Young Boy
My name is Bernard Frowd. I was born and brought up in 
our ancient Hampshire village of Breamore - a long time ago. I 
lived at Swiss Cottage, with my parents (Frank and Ethel), my 
brother David, and my maternal Granny Trim. Next door, in 
what was then called Marsh Gate but is now Orchard Cottage, 
lived Grandma Frowd and Auntie Mabel Frowd. I went to 
Breamore School prior to attending Bishop Wordsworth’s 
School in Salisbury from 1945 and enjoyed a very rural, ordered 
and peaceful life in an area where Frowds and related families 
had existed for hundreds of years, probably as far back as Anglo-
Saxon times, as the surname Frowd is a derivative of Freya, a 
Saxon goddess. 

I hope that this preamble might set the scene and context for a 
few of my wartime memories.

I first became aware that England was at war (whatever that 
meant) with Germany when, on Sunday the 3rd September 1939, 
Dad and brother David went to Church for the 11am Service. 

Marsh Gate & Swiss Cottage (at the back)
Grandma Frowd’s cows!
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When they came home, a little early, Dad told us (Mum, Granny and 
me) that the Rector had brought his wireless (radio) into the Church 
so that they could listen to Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 

addressing the country. Germany had 
been given an ultimatum to withdraw 
her troops from Poland or a state of 
war would exist between the two 
nations. With no withdrawal confirmed 
Chamberlain solemnly announced 
‘consequently, this country is at war 
with Germany’. The congregation said 
a few prayers, received a blessing, and 
then went home.

The next major memory for me was 
when British troops, quartered nearby 
as part of the British Expeditionary 
Force (the BEF) marched past our 
house to the railway station en-route 
for France; we handed them apples 

from our garden - these were very well received! At about that 
time, Mum and I went down the road to see King George VI on the 
Marsh and in his Field Marshall uniform, inspecting troops and tanks 
of the BEF, also en-route for France (hopefully, most later came 
back safely to England via Dunkirk).    

A number of events and people remain clear in my memory from 
that time.

Breamore House had been requisitioned by the military and, prior to 
D-Day, US General George Patton stayed there. His visitors included 
Generals Eisenhower and Montgomery (Ike and Monty).  
Soldiers were billeted with families in homes in and around 
Breamore and at times we billeted two British and then two 
American soldiers. It was a tight squeeze in our tiny cottage and I 
remember my Grandma Frowd, nextdoor, doing the same. It was at 

Dad (Frank Frowd)
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this time that I met my first black man, an American soldier.  The 
Americans were always very good at handing out gifts - sweets 
(candy) for the kids - but - nylons for the girls!! The girls, and their 
mums, were very pleased with that, as nylon stockings were almost 
completely unheard of in wartime and, if available, were then very 
expensive. I and my mates were far too young to wonder what 
price they charged!    At this time, the Breamore Estate employed 
Land Army girls who were a ‘treat’ for the men but less so for 
Breamore wives and the local girls!

Mum worked part-time as a nurse at Fordingbridge Cottage 
Hospital and Dad joined the LDV (Local Defence Volunteers), and 
then the Home Guard. A concrete pillbox was built in a meadow 
area behind, and a short distance from, Breamore Mill where 
Dad and other members of the Home Guard spent time doing day 
and night watch (maybe it is still there).  I am not sure how long 
they would have survived if a German tank had appeared over 
the railway arch - but I am 
confident that they would 
have done their best. All 
villagers, including children, 
were issued with face gas-
masks, and these were tested 
out by walking through a 
mobile chamber set alongside 
the Hall. Occasionally, there 
were film shows in the Hulse 
Hall and I well remember 
the 1944 film ‘Gaslight’, a 
thriller starring Charles Boyer, 
Ingrid Bergman and Joseph 
Cotton - very scary!

Dad also dug a large hole 
in our garden in order to create an underground shelter. It was 
accessed by a ladder and had wooden sides. We never had to 

Brother David (10) and me (aged 5)
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occupy it for its intended purpose but it was still put to good use, 
as a place for playing games and eating apples. From outside our 
front door, and looking towards the New Forest, we regularly saw 
enemy flares dropped over the port of Southampton, with tracer 
bullets going up to shoot them down. (Southampton Docks were 
a major enemy bombing target). Occasionally we saw dog fights 
overhead between British and German planes and one Sunday 
morning we cycled to near Hale to view the remains of a crashed 
German Junker bomber. Then on a moonlight night, standing in 
our back garden, we heard and watched a large armada of German 
bombers heading up-country (their engines had a special droning 
noise - very recognisable!). The next day we received news that 
Coventry had been heavily blitzed and realised the bombers we 
had seen the previous night had been on their way to the city.  

Following a chest illness, I spent some time in a Bournemouth 
nursing home, ‘enjoying’ nights in an indoor Morrison Shelter in 
the lounge; the shelter was named after Home Secretary Herbert 
Morrison. Bournemouth suffered occasionally when German 
planes, flying back home to France, got rid of any bombs they 
still carried. Back at home, I marked the front line position of 
allied forces after D-Day, as they progressed into Europe towards 
Germany, and  after listening to reports by the BBC, by inserting 
and moving pins on a map of Europe. It was something good to do 
- and I enjoyed doing it; it showed how we were winning!

I hope that these various remarks might give the present Breamore 
community a particular, if limited, one young boy’s view and 
impression of wartime life in your (and my) village. It all seems 
(and, in so many ways, is) a very long time ago, in a world vastly 
different from that of today. But, with luck and a fair wind, 
Breamore will continue to exist and thrive for many centuries to 
come.  Sadly, after such a long period of time in the village, when 
my Father moved to Fordinbridge in 1992 that ended the living 
relationship - there are no longer Frowds in Breamore, although 
there are many ‘resting’ in the churchyard! Some links are still 
maintained - I am a Vice-President of the Cricket Club; have 
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donated the Frank Frowd Perpetual Cup to the Flower Show; 
and have recently established a new link with Breamore School. 
I also have one remaining relative in the village - John Trim at 
Station House.   In due course Breamore will be my final resting 
place, alongside that of so many of my ancestors.

Bernard Frowd

FROM THE PARISH MAGAZINE MAY 1946
Victory Day Celebrations  
There will be a Cricket Match on the Marsh and also 
Sports for the Children.  Tea will be served in the Youth 
Centre and there will be a Dance in the evening at the 
Hulse Hall.
Water Tap in the Churchyard.  It is hoped before long 
to have a water tap in the Churchyard.  Meanwhile Mrs 
Wilson, of Breamore Cottage, is kindly willing that we 
should draw water from the tap in her garden.
Baptisms
April 21st Helen Ann, daughter of Anthony Charles and 
Marjorie Appleby
April 21st Roger William, son of William Service and Elsie 
Cunningham
May 5th   Michael George, son of Thomas and Alice Massey
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Feel the buzz, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
Bumblebees are one of our most familiar and endearing garden in-
sects. Hearing their distinctive buzz and watching them dance from 
flower to flower epitomises a perfect summer’s day, and they are also 
vitally important pollinators.

Our top tips below should give you a helping hand to identify five of 
the most common bumblebees you might see this spring.

White-tailed bumblebee 

The white-tailed bumblebee is a very common bumblebee that 
emerges early in the spring and can be seen right through to the au-
tumn. It can be found in gardens, farmland, woodland edges, hedge-
rows and heathland: anywhere there are flowers to feed on. As the 
name suggests, it has a white tail as well as a yellow band on the tho-
rax and on the abdomen. The markings are similar to other species, 
such as the buff-tailed bumblebee, so look for their bright white tail.  

 Tree bumblebee 

The tree bumblebee is a relatively new arrival to the UK. First re-
corded here in 2001, it is slowly spreading north throughout the 
country. It nests in cavities such as bird nest holes in trees, bird boxes 
and roof spaces. The tree bumblebee visits a wide range of flowers, 
particularly those of soft fruits such as raspberries and bramble, and 
shrubs. Tree bumblebees have a distinctive appearance with brown/

©Nick Upton 2020 



19

orange hairs on the thorax, a black abdomen and white tail. 

 Buff-tailed bumblebee 

As the name suggests, this bumblebee is named after the queen’s buff-co-
loured ‘tail’. This common species is attracted to many types of flowers, 
though its short tongue means it dislikes deeper flowers. The queen, male 
and workers all have a yellow collar near the head and another on the 
abdomen. The queen and the males have an off-white/buff colour ‘tail’ 
while the workers have a white ‘tail’ with a faint buff line separating the 
tail from the rest of the abdomen.  

 Red-tailed bumblebee 

Red-tailed bumblebees emerge in early spring and feed on flowers right 
through to the autumn. The female red-tailed bumblebee is a very large 
black bumblebee with a big red ‘tail’ and pollen baskets on its hind legs 
that are fringed with black hairs.  

 Common carder bee 

Common carder bees are medium-sized with a long tongue. They emerge 
in early spring and can be seen feeding on flowers right through to No-
vember. The workers visit a variety of flowers, especially legumes, this-
tles, knapweeds, brambles and comfreys. They nest in cavities, such as 
old mouse runs, in bird nests or in moss mats in lawns. They are a social 
insect and their nests may contain up to 200 workers. The common carder 
bee is almost entirely brown and orange, sometimes displaying darker 
bands on the abdomen. 

Find out more about helping your local bumblebees and how to identify 
them at: hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife-explorer 
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Water Meadows 
by Barry Deakin

I grew up in Devon, close to a water meadow which was simply 
a wet meadow with drainage ditches cut along it to help dry it out 
for grazing. When I moved to this area and saw the arrangements 
of weirs and hatches in the Avon, and gates within the meadows to 
enable control of the water levels, I realised that our local meadows 
were managed more actively. I didn’t appreciate their complexity 
or value to agriculture though, until I came across a collection of 
scientific papers on the subject: “Water Meadows – History, Ecology 
and Conservation” Edited by H. Cook & T. Williamson.

Unlike the passive drainage that I saw in Devon, and other systems 
designed to irrigate land, the primary function of the systems in the 
Avon valley and other chalklands in Wessex was to raise the winter 
soil temperature. They were developed in the 17th century to enable 
controlled “floating”, with a thin, moving film of water, evenly 
distributed over the meadow, to hasten grass growth in early spring. 
This was achieved with a weir to gain a head of water, a hatch to 
control flow into a carrier ditch which in turn fed a series of small 
channels, each cut in the crest of a ridge formed in the meadow. 
Many such ridges were created in parallel, separated by drains that 
returned the runoff to the river. Creation and maintenance of these 
earthworks required a huge investment which seems difficult to 
justify without an understanding of the benefits, beyond the obvious 
one of bringing forward the early grazing when hay might be running 
short after a hard winter.

In our region of chalk downs, from the 17th until the start of the 20th 
century, the primary aim of the landowners was to grow wheat and 
barley. The chalk soils are very thin and poor, so sheep were moved 
from their day pastures to manure the arable land at night. The grain 
productivity was limited by the size of the sheep flock, and this in 
turn was limited by the number that could be sustained over winter 
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by the hay crop, until spring grazing was possible.

Floating the meadows with river water protected them from 
frost and maintained the soil temperature above the critical 5oC 
required for grass growth, bringing their grazing potential forward 
by several weeks. It was usually carried out repeatedly for a few 
days at a time from late December until early March. Sheep were 
then grazed for a couple of months, after which another period of 
floating irrigated the meadows to encourage a rich summer crop 
for hay. This in turn gave more winter feed, further adding to the 
potential flock size. As well as these benefits, the lime content 
of the Avon and its fine sediments both increased the fertility of 
the meadow soils, and other chemical effects favoured the more 
palatable grasses. It was vital though, to avoid pools of stagnant 
water which are harmful to grass growth, so the levels and 
gradients of the earthworks required precision engineering.

Development of water meadows had the potential to double the 
agricultural value of the land, so all of the chalk valleys of Wessex 
had been developed by the middle of the 18th century, and the 
“drowners” who maintained and controlled their flow were men 
of great importance in the farming community. The developments 
caused many disputes though, notably with millers, many of whom 
were paid some compensation and agreements reached, often 
through the courts, regarding the precise periods when their supply 
would be cut.

The geography of our area was particularly favourable. The river 
gradient, wide flood plain, and relatively warm water issuing from 
the chalk all played a part in the cost-effectiveness of the local 
meadows.

Few of the meadows have been maintained through the 20th 
century but those at Harnham have been the subject of a great 
restoration project and are again being floated. Various changes 
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in agriculture caused their decline. Construction of the railways 
enabled milk to be conveyed quickly to towns and increased 
the value of dairy farming, artificial fertilisers replaced the need 
for sheep folding on the cornlands, new strains of grass and 
other types of fodder supplemented meadow grass, labour costs 
increased and, most significantly, cheaper grain was imported from 
America. It is interesting that scientists have only recently gained 
a full understanding of how productivity was increased, long 
after the demise of the meadows. Their value now may be in their 
archaeology, and certainly as a wildlife habitat with much greater 
biodiversity than when they were managed as intended. Many are 
of course included in the Avon valley SSSI.

These notes barely scratch the surface of the subject and I 
recommend the collection of papers referred to earlier for a 
fascinating education on it.

Aerial photo of the meadows at Burgate that I took in February 
2001, when partial flooding revealed their extent and complexity.

Barry Deakin
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Quick Quiz: 
Where in Breamore does the very rare Breamore Zebra reside??!     
Answers on a postcard please...

What on Earth???

Animal, 

Vegetable,

or Mineral..?
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WOODGREEN SHOP
Quick reminder that the Woodgreen Community Shop continues to serve 
our community during this very difficult time thanks in no small part to 
an army of volunteers. There have been a number of changes to ensure 
a safe and efficient environment for customers, staff and volunteers. To 
allow social distancing, a maximum of 3 customers are allowed in the 
shop at a time (and one at the PO counter). There is a one-way system and 
a marshalled queue outside in the car park.

The Shop is having great success with a new ordering system to allow 
deliveries to people isolating in the immediate area or collections so that 
shoppers can minimise their time in the shop. To allocate more time for 
picking & packing orders and re-stocking the shelves, the shop has also 
reduced its opening hours.

Local suppliers are continuing to be amazing with getting stock to the 
shop and a new collaboration with Jason from the Horse & Groom is 
helping with the supply of some 'hard–to-get’ groceries. Additionally, 
both Jason and Carrie (from the Bat & Ball) have joined the team of 
voluntary delivery drivers (don't forget the amazing takeaway service they 
are running too!).

OPENING TIMES
Mon-Fri: 10am - 3pm; Sat: 10am- 2pm
Post Office hours: 10am - 2pm.

ORDERING
To order deliveries or collections please email us: office@
woodgreenshop.org
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LOCAL SERVICES
If you have a business or service that has evolved to help meet needs 
in the current lockdown, please drop breamorenews@gmail.com  a 

line to be included in this listing in next month’s magazine.

Woodgreen Shop delivery or collection service
01725 512467

Horse & Groom NEW Takeaway Menu (see p28)
Meals £10/Sandwiches with crisps and salad £6

Takeaway Drinks 
Available Monday-Saturday 6-9pm + Sunday 12-2pm + 6-9pm

Free delivery within 3 miles radius
01725 510739

Downton Brewery (see p27)
01725 513313

Newspaper delivery – Alcove Fordingbridge
Delivery cost £3.95 per week

01425 653083

Reeves bread delivery via Bat and Ball
See Next Door Woodgreen for info

or call Carrie or Jason 01725 512252

Courtens Garden Centre
Plants, compost, garden supplies delivered

www.courtensgardencentre.co.uk
01794 884489

Garden machinery servicing and repairs
hjpricebuildingservices@gmail.com

07871 005001
01725 511372
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Hulse Hall 
Our beautiful Breamore Village Hall is 

available for (future!) hire

Centenary Year
2021 is the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Hulse Hall and, as well as trying to secure funding for 

a refurbishment. we plan a series of events to celebrate.    
Watch this space! 

If you are interested in finding out more about the hall or booking for 
your own future event, please contact us at bookings@hulsehall.org.
uk or call Jane Whidden on 01725 510093 or 07713 025751, stating 
the date, time, duration and contact details for your event, and we 
will get back to you to confirm availability.

Please Contact Organisers Regarding the 
Impact of Covid-19 on 

Bookings and Regular Activities

Mondays Breamore Batniks Dennis 01725 513454
Thursdays Line Dancing  Margaret Beeson 01725 512611

Thursdays Clubbercise Penny Peers 07741 255646

For more info please visit www.hulsehall.org.uk
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Courtens Garden Centre
Whiteparish

Our outside space is now open to shoppers and we are 
still offering both a ‘click and collect’ and a delivery service. 

New deliveries of plants arriving weekly including:
Herbaceous (1l & 3l)

Hairy Pot Herbs & perennials

Garden supplies currently including:
Seeds (Veg & Flowers)

Compost expected shortly, Fertiliser and Feeds
Gloves, Tools, Gardening Gifts

Visit www.courtensgardencentre.co.uk for a list of new stock 
and photos of summer bedding.

Our shop also offers a variety of non-gardening items 
and gifts, including:

Cards, soaps, scarves, socks(!), hand cream, Dora Doorstops, 
tealights, candles, jams, teatowels, pot holders, mugs...

 Tel: 01794 884489  
Opening hours:  

9.30am - 5pm Weds - Sat
10am - 4pm Sundays

Currently CLOSED Mondays & Tuesdays

 www.courtensgardencentre.co.uk 
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ROD ENGLAND 
PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
All aspects of house and garden maintenance 

and improvements

Specialists in all types of replacement windows, doors 
and bi folding doors  

Fascia's and guttering

Kitchens and bathrooms supplied and fitted

Painting and decorating

Wooden floors restored or renewed

Carpentry

Floor and wall tiling

Patios, pergolas and fencing

Lawn mowing, hedge cutting, pruning etc.

No job too small
 

FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS 
 

FULLY INSURED 
 

01725 510429 
Mobile 07802 839215 

rodney.england596@btinternet.com 
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THE FORDINGBRIDGE STROKE CLUB

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED A STROKE AND 
WOULD LIKE TO BE PART OF A WELCOMING AND HAPPY 

GROUP OF VARYING AGES
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR JUST TO HAVE  A CHAT, 

PLEASE CALL:
MARGARET ON 01425 654857 OR JEAN ON 01425 653264

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

30 
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The Cutting Edge 
Landscape and grounds maintenance 

Services include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also offer: 
External Repairs 

General Decorating 
Seasoned Hardwood logs 

Free quotations on request 
 

01725 511109          www.thecuttinedge.org.uk         07801 474816 

W.K.Parsons 
Painter & Decorator 

Free Estimates & Advice 
Internal & External 

 
Telephone 01725 513209 

Mobile 07747 897380 

Garden Design 
Fencing 

Rockeries 
Decking 

Block Paving 
Ponds + Water features 

Hedge Pruning 
Trees topped 

Patios 
Pergolas 

Grass Cutting 
Turf and Seeding 

	
G.P. TANNER 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
ESTIMATES FREE

1 The Old Granary, The Borough, Downton
01725 513504 or 07880 565216



33

24 

Breamore Breamore
Conservative Clubb nservrvrvvavavavavattive

The Marsh 
luCl

hhhhhhh  The Mars
Breamore

shh
rreeeeeeeeeee 

Come and join the good old fashioned club Come and join the good old fashioned club Come and join the good old fashioned club 
For only £4 a year.

Come and join the good old fashioned club Come and join the good old fashioned club 
For only £4 a year.For only £4 a year.For only £4 a year.

Lovely Log burner to welcome you Lovely Log burner to welcome you Lovely Log burner to welcome you 
on cold winter nights.

Lovely Log burner to welcome you Lovely Log burner to welcome you 
on cold winter nights.on cold winter nights.on cold winter nights.

2 dart teams in local leagues.2 dart teams in local leagues.2 dart teams in local leagues.

Pool table.Pool table.Pool table.Pool table.
Background music played by members.Background music played by members.Background music played by members.

Coach trips to the seaside.
Background music played by members.Background music played by members.

Coach trips to the seaside.Coach trips to the seaside.Coach trips to the seaside.

BBQ events.BBQ events.BBQ events.BBQ events.
Meat Draws.
BBQ events.
Meat Draws.Meat Draws.Meat Draws.Meat Draws.

Christmas Draws.Christmas Draws.Christmas Draws.Christmas Draws.Christmas Draws.

Club is decorated at festive period with decorations.Club is decorated at festive period with decorations.Club is decorated at festive period with decorations.
A beer garden is being created for next year.

Club is decorated at festive period with decorations.Club is decorated at festive period with decorations.Club is decorated at festive period with decorations.
A beer garden is being created for next year.A beer garden is being created for next year.A beer garden is being created for next year.A beer garden is being created for next year.

Open 2 nights a week on a Thursday and Saturday.Open 2 nights a week on a Thursday and Saturday.Open 2 nights a week on a Thursday and Saturday.Open 2 nights a week on a Thursday and Saturday.
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P: 07817 781467
E: clare.kaye@outlook.com

CLARE KAYE
ADMIN, BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNT SERVICES

GET IN 
TOUCH

Need an extra pair of hands 
or some ad hoc o�ce duties?
I can take on big or small 
projects, short or long term. 
Working from home or from 
your place of business at a 
very reasonable hourly rate.

I am an honest, reliable hard working individual, MAAT 
Quali�ed and a AAT Licensed Bookkeeper and Accountant.

Experience in Sage 50 and Sage One, 
preparing and submitting company 
VAT returns and Self Employed
Tax Returns.

Based in Woodfalls, 
Salisbury but 
can travel to 
surrounding areas.
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From design t o installation 
a s ervice you can depend on

Kitchens
The kitchen is the hub of most people's  homes whether large or 
small and together  we will make the best use of the space with 

innovative ideas and designs to give you the kitchen of your dreams.

Bathrooms 
Designed,  supplied, installed  and 
tiled or supply only.  Most popular 
makes of suites and brassware 
available.   Wet rooms,  standard 
bathrooms, complete or partial fi t

Bedrooms & Studies 
All custom made to fi t each room. 
Doors available from Vinyl wrap to 
Solid Wood many made to measure.

Let me bring the showroom  to you.  No need to trawl round 
endless shops or studios  I will bring my many yearsof 

experience to t he comfort of your own home.  Work surfaces 
including  Granite, Solid Woods,Encore, Minerelle  and 

Laminates.  Doors from Vinyl Wrap through t o Solid Wood 
In-F rame.

Mobility needs a speciality from personal experience. 
Please call Brian Pugh on:

0782 5004258  or Tel/Fax  01425 654741 or visit my website:
www.brianskitchens.co.uk

For your free no pressure home consultation.
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ARCH FARM AUTOCARE
CAR BODY REPAIRS

TYRES, BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS

Well equipped Repair Centre 
for all Car Body Repairs 

Including Insurance Repairs 
Free Estimates
Courtesy Car

Whitsbury Road Industrial Estate
Fordingbridge

Telephone & Fax 01425 654002
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Oil Heating Engineers
All aspects of oil heating undertaken

Oil boiler servicing
Oil boiler breakdown

Aga & Rayburn servicing
Oil boiler, oil tank and pipe installation

Oftec 600A/105E/101 Registered C4379
www.oiltec.co.uk   info@oiltec.co.uk

01725512026    07788716886

Members of Checkatrade.com
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SDC FENCING (EST1995)

SPECIALIST IN ALL FENCING AND TIMBER BUILDINGS
DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

PANELS, CLOSEBOARD, TRELLIS, POST & RAIL, 
STOCK, DEER AND RABBIT PROOF FENCING, PICKET, 
CHAINLINK, PALISADE, SECURITY, ACOUSTIC, WELD 

MESH, HORSE SAFE STOCK FENCING, HURDLES

ALL TYPES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND FITTED.
TIMBER BUILDINGS DESIGNED AND ERECTED 

INCLUDING MOBILE FIELD SHELTERS, STABLES, 
SHEDS, LOG STORES, ETC

WE OFFER A SUPPLY ONLY SERVICE

ALL AREAS COVERED, FULLY INSURED
FREE QUOTATIONS IN WRITING WITH NO HIDDEN 

CHARGES
PROMP PERSONAL SERVICE AND ADVICE

EMAIL SDCFENCING@GMAIL.COM

HOME 01425 654866  MOB 07765057462

SDCFENCING.CO.UK
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Telephone Line Repairs

Internet Problems?
 WiFi & Wireless extensions
 Telephone WiFi & Broadband problems resolved.
 Local experienced Engineer
 Seamlessly connect to Wifi  throughout   
 your home

•  Add outbuildings, home offi ce, B&B rooms etc
•  Integrate TV and add Sky boxes through WiFi.
•  Add Mobile phone signal via the internet when no signal 
   available.

 No call out charge. All Areas covered.
FREE advice for dealing with BT

Telephone: 01725 532 960
Or speak to David directly on   07971  375747
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NEW FOREST
TREE & GARDEN  SERVICES

•  Grass Cutting
•  Hedge Trimming
•  All aspects ofTree Surgery
•  All types of Landscaping

•  Fencing
•  Pressure Cleaning
•  Rubbish Removal
•  Fully Insured
•  Tipping Licence

For Friendly Advice and Free Estimates

TEL: 01425 460422
07833 778306

5 Jubilee Close, Fordingbridge, 
Hampshire SP6 I DR

newforesttreeandgardenservices@gmail.com
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Kevin Knight
Clock & Watch Repairs

Dealer in clocks & watches

Over 30 Years Experience
Free Esti mates

Free Pick up & Delivery
Free Esti mates

All Guaranteed Work

01722 331969
07900 928451

kevindavidknight@gmail.com



43

Allenbrook 
Nursing 
Home

34 Station Road, Fordingbridge SP6 1JW

Long stay, short stay & respite
care in beautiful surroundings.

For further details contact:
01425 656589

info@allenbrook-fordingbridge.co.uk

Now in our 25th year of  
providing first class care

www.allenbrook-fordingbridge.co.uk

	



The Parish Church of St Mary, Breamore
Avon Valley Partnership
Church of England

Revd Canon Gary Philbrick, Rector.  01425 839622
The Rectory, 71 Church Street, Fordingbridge, SP6 1BB
Rectory@AVP-Benefice.org.uk

Bell Tower Captain: Gordon Dymott 01725 511551
Breamore Church of England Primary School: 01725 512286
Details of Church Services can be found on the website
www.avp-benefice.org.uk

Revd Nicky Davies - Associate Priest with particular responsibility for 
Breamore - 07931 413629 nickyd@avp-benefice.org.uk
Revd John Towler - Assistant Priest: 07940 855952
Revd Kate Wilson  - Assistant Priest: 01425 540669
Rev Mike Trotman - Assistant Curate - miket@avp-benefice.org.uk
Mark Ward - Lay Minister 01425 656120 mark@fordingbridge.com
Churchwarden : Richard Williams 07866 287949 
rgwilliamsuk@hotmail.com

Avon Valley Partnership Office
The Rainbow Centre , 39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge , SP6 1AB
Phone: 01425 653163
Email: church.office@fordingbridge.com
Web: www.avp-benefice.org.uk

Urgent requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk
Office open to callers: Mon - Fri 10:30 am - 12 noon
All enquiries about weddings, baptisms and funerals to the Church
Office, please.

Items for the magazine to be sent by the 18th of the month prior to 
publication, to:   
BreamoreNews@gmail.com
Jennie Hiles, Rose Cottage, Outwick, Breamore SP6 2BT

This magazine is kindly printed by Time2Display  01425 654908


