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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

HYMN:  I AM THE LIGHT 

 

1.  I am the Light whose brightness shines 

On every pilgrim’s way, 

And brings to evil’s darkest place 

The glorious light of day. 

 

2.  I am the Gate that leads to life 

Along the narrow way, 

The Shepherd who will tend my sheep  

That none are lost or stray. 

 

3.  I am the Well from whose fresh springs  

Life giving water flows 

And on each side a tree of life 

With leaves for healing grows. 
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4.  I am the Bread, God’s gift from heaven,  

Sent down to satisfy 

That hunger which cries out for food,  

Who eats shall never die. 

 

5.  I am the Vine whose branches grow  

United in one root; 

Who dwell in me, and I in them,  

Shall live and bear much fruit. 

 

6.  I am the Resurrection life,  

The power of God whereby  

Whoever truly trusts in me  

Shall live and never die. 

 

7.  I am the Way, the Truth, the Life  

And truth shall set you free 

To seek and find the way to life  

And live that life in me. 
 

Robert Willis (b1947), Dean of Canterbury,  

used at the Enthronement of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, March 2013,  

Tune: Richmond, CCL Licence No. 785142, 

 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

O Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow 

for our sins, and confess to you our weakness and unbelief: 
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We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us: 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us: 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us: 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

Lift our minds  

above earthly things,  

set them on things above; 

show us your glory and your power 

that we may serve you gladly all our days.   

AMEN. 
 

God who is both power and love, forgive you and free you from your sins, heal 

and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

 THE GLORIA 

1.  Glory to God! Our hearts to you we raise!  

Joy and peace on earth, in highest heaven praise!  

Songs of adoration, Lord, to you we bring,  

Praising your great goodness, Father, heavn'ly King. 
 

Refrain: 

Glory to God! Our hearts to you we raise! 

Joy and peace on earth, in highest heaven praise. 
 

2.  Son of the Father, bearing this world's sin,  

Lamb of God, have mercy, grant us peace within.  

You, O Christ, are holy, you alone are Lord,  

With the Holy Spirit evermore adored. 
 

Text: Edwin le Grice Tune: Maccabaeus, CCL Licence No. 785142 
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THE COLLECT 

 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

 

The New Testament Reading: Acts 2:42-47 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

THE GOSPEL READING: John 10:1-10 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

THE SERMON 
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THE CREED  
 

Let us declare our faith  

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 

Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 

and this we believe.  AMEN. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

During the prayers, the Leader says: 

Jesus, Lord of life 

in your mercy, hear us. 
 

At the end, the Leader says: 

Lord of the Church: 

Hear our prayer, 

and make us one in heart and mind 

to serve you with joy for ever.   

AMEN. 

THE PEACE 

 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  

Peace be with you.  Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. 
 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you; 

And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

If you are with someone else, you might like to share a sign of Peace.   

If you are on your own, pray for Easter Joy and Peace across the World. 
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HYMN:  THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT 

 

1.  The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want, 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters,  

His goodness restores my soul. 

 

Chorus:  And I will trust in you alone. 

And I will trust in you alone, 

For your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

2.  He guides my ways in righteousness,  

And he anoints my head with oil,  

And my cup, it overflows with joy,  

I feast on his pure delights. 

 

3.  And though I walk the darkest path,  

I will not fear the evil one,  

For you are with me, and your rod and staff  

Are the comfort I need to know.  

 
Stuart Townend, © 1996, Thankyou Music, CCL Licence No. 785142 

 
 
 

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
(The Taking of Bread and Wine) 

 

We celebrate together the gifts and the grace of God. 

We take this bread, 

We take this wine, 

to follow his example, 

and obey his command. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
(The Giving of Thanks) 

 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, 

you bring forth bread from the earth. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, 

you create the fruit of the vine. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The created universe praises you, its creator. 

Sun and rain, hills and rivers praise you. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The fruit of the earth itself praises you: 

Wheat and grape, this bread and wine we have, 

are part of the riches of your earth. 
 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour and power, 

for you created all things, 

and through your will they have their being. 

 

You made us in your image, and went on loving us even when we turned against 

you.  You loved us so much you gave up your Son that we may no longer be 

slaves to sin, but rise to life with him. 

By his victory over the grave he burst the gates of death for ever. 

You lift us up to join the songs of heaven: 
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Until the kingdom of God comes, we keep the feast that he began.   

The night before he died, at supper with his friends, he took bread and gave 

you thanks.  He broke it and shared it: 'My body, given for you'. 

After supper he took the cup of wine: 'The new covenant, sealed with my 

blood.  Do this in remembrance of me.'   

We celebrate his offering of himself once for all on the cross, his resurrection, 

ascension and coming again: 

and so, let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

We are your new creation in Christ: fill us with your Spirit, to bring good news 

to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to announce release to captives and 

freedom to prisoners.  As we eat this bread and drink this wine: 

Come Holy Spirit, flow through us,  

fill our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 

with your power and love. 
 

With all in heaven we worship you in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  

be yours for ever and ever.   

AMEN. 
 

 

 

We keep a period of silence at the end of the Prayer. 
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THE COMMUNION 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom,  

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever.   

AMEN. 

 
(The Breaking of the Bread) 

We break this bread,  

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 
(The Giving of the Bread and Cup) 

Eat this, 

in memory of one who died, 

 in honour of one who lives, 

 in anticipation of one who will come again. 
 

Drink this, 

 recalling the past, 

 celebrating the present 

 and trusting in God’s future. 
(FYFM, 92) 
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The President receives Communion on behalf of us all, saying: 

 

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, broken for us all. 

The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, shed for us all. 

 

If you have bread and/or wine, then share it with those present as a symbol of our 

participation in the Body and Blood of Jesus. 

 

 

AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The Post Communion Prayer of the Day is said, followed by: 
 

God of truth, 

we have seen with our eyes 

and touched with our hands 

the bread of life. 

Strengthen our faith 

that we may grow in love for you 

and for each other; 

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.   

AMEN. 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

 

HYMN:  THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S MERCY 

 

1.  There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 

Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in his justice 

Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 

Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings  

Have such kindly judgement given. 
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2.  For the love of God is broader 

Than the measure of our mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind. 

But we make his love too narrow 

By false limits of our own; 

And we magnify his strictness 

With a zeal he will not own. 

 

3.  There is plentiful redemption 

In the blood that has been shed; 

There is joy for all the members 

In the sorrows of the Head. 

There is grace enough for thousands 

Of new worlds as great as this; 

There is room for fresh creations 

In that upper home of bliss. 

 

4.  If our love were but more simple, 

We should take him at his word; 

And our lives would be all gladness 

In the joy of Christ our Lord. 

 
(c) Maurice Bevan, CCL Licence No. 785142 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

The Blessing of the Gate (Jan Richardson) 

 

Press your hand 

to this blessing, 

here along 

the side 

where you can feel 

its seam. 

 

Follow the seam 

and you will find 

the hinges 

on which 

this blessing turns. 

 

Feel how 

your fingers 

catch on them— 

top, 

bottom, 

the slightest pressure 

sending the gate 

gliding open 

in a glad welcome. 
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Wait, did I say 

press your hand 

to this blessing? 

What I meant was 

press your hand 

to your heart. 

Rest it over that 

place in your chest 

that has grown 

closed and tight, 

where the rust, 

with its talent 

for making decay 

look artful, 

has bitten into 

what you once 

held dear. 

Breathe deep. 

Press on the knot 

and feel how it 

begins to give way, 

turning upon 

the hinge 

of your heart. 

Notice how it 

opens wide 

and wider still 

as you exhale, 

spilling you out 

into a realm 

where you never 

dreamed 

to go 

but cannot now 

imagine 

living this life 

without. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

AMEN. 
 

Go in the light and peace of Christ.   Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.   Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OTHERS FOR REFRESHMENTS AFTER 

THIS MORNING’S SERVICE: 

 

Search for Zoom, click ‘Join Meeting’ and use  

Meeting ID: 781 516 2690 & 

Password: AVC-Coffee 

 

There is also a link in the e-mail that came out with Partners this week, which will take 

you straight there. 

 


