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It is always a mystery 
 

Every year we live alongside Jesus’ journey during his time 

on earth—his birth, his boyhood knowledge of the       

Scriptures, the meeting with John and their understanding of 

the path they had to follow, Jesus’ death and Resurrection 

and now we have reached the time for Ascension.  Maybe 

each ‘happening’ highlights something different for each of 

us?  Two things have struck me about Ascension this year.  

Firstly, Jesus’ concern for his friends—He prays for them 

and hopes they understand that God is for everyone, not 

just for the Jews.  He hopes that  he will be able to continue 

to pray for them.  This is something we all tend to worry 

about when we think about no longer being here.  Jesus’ 

concern connects his humanity with his Divinity?  He is   

taken up in a cloud-the same cloud that led the Israelites to 

the Promised Lane?  We might wonder about our own     

Divinity when we hear the two men in white-Angels?-tell us 

“this same Jesus will return to us”.  A reminder of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

My second thought is the mystery surrounding the whole of 

Jesus’ life on earth.  Mystery for me seems to connect      

humility with Divinity-mystery leads to awareness and      

understanding enabling us to deepen our relationship with 

God and review our way of life.  We might ponder on what 

mystery means to and for each one of us and for each     

other. 
Daphne Himmel 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   
 

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.   

If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer 

partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power 

and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 68:1-10  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered;  

 let those that hate him flee before him. 
 

2. As the smoke vanishes, so may they vanish away;  

 as wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 

3. But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;  

 let them make merry with gladness. 
 

4. Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him who rides on the clouds.  

 The Lord is his name; rejoice before him. 
 

5. Father of the fatherless, defender of widows,  

 God in his holy habitation!  
 

6. God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners to songs of        

  welcome,  

 but the rebellious inhabit a burning desert. 
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7. O God, when you went forth before your people, 

when you marched through the wilderness, 

 

8. The earth shook and the heavens dropped down rain, 

     at the presence of God, the Lord of Sinai, 

at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

 

9. You sent down a gracious rain, O God; 

you refreshed your inheritance when it was weary. 

 

10. Your people came to dwell there; 

in your goodness, O God, you provide for the poor. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 1:6-14 
 

The Apostles are still hoping that Jesus will be the Messiah they were expecting, and       

restore the authority of the Jewish people. Jesus promises that they will be empowered to 

witness to him beyond the boundaries of Jewish influence. 

 
6 When the apostles had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 

times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in  

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said 

this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10 While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in 

white robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 12 Then they returned to    

Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 

journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 

where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 

son of James.  14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 

with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      
 

John 17:1-11 
 

In what is sometimes called The High Priestly Prayer, Jesus prays that his followers will know 

God, and be kept safe from evil. 

 
1 Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so 

that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they 

may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified 

you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 

world existed. 6 I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 

Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that 

you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their 

behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 

me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 

glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 

and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 

me, so that they may be one, as we are one.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:     (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 



IN & ABOUT: Gary is planning Services and 'Thoughts for the Day' for 

June, as well as looking at on-line giving, and other longer-term planning.  He 

has Deanery Chapter and other meetings during the week  - Monday, Mission 

Matters, 7.00p.m., Zoom;  Wednesday 7.00p.m., Breamore PCC,  Zoom;   

Thursday Bible Study, 10.30a.m, Zoom and Friday, Gravetalk, 3.00p.m. - 

Zoom 
 

ALTHOUGH our Churches buildings are all closed, even for Private Prayer, 

we as the Church (in its proper meaning of the people of God in a particular 

place, and all around the world) are still very active.  There are paper copies 

of Partners, etc., in folders outside most of the Churches.    
 

THY KINGDOM COME: The ten days between Ascension Day, May 21st, 

and Pentecost, May 31st, are set aside as the world-wide time of prayer called 

'Thy Kingdom Come'.  We will be providing on-line and off-line materials for 

you to use, and encourage everyone, as part of our 'Year of Pilgrimage', to try 

something new in their prayer life during this time.   
 

There is also a Taize Service on Sunday 24th, Christchurch Priory, 7.00 p.m. - 

to find the Service, go to www.christchurchpriory.org, and click on the 'Thy 

Kingdom Come' button.  You'll find a link to be able to see the Service. 
 

 

The 10 Days will end on 31st May with a Benefice service at 10.00a.m, followed 

by a Deanery 'Thy Kingdom Come' on-line Celebration at 6.00p.m. on our 

Facebook page. The theme is 'Prayer & Care'. (If anyone has a short good news 

video (45-60 seconds) they could send to the Office or Gary, by 30th, sharing 

something about 'Prayer and Care in lockdown’, that would be great - we hope 

to include them in the Service, and will share them all anyway). 
 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP: The next Zoom Bible Study Group is on 

Thursday, May 28th, led by Gary, at 10.30 a.m. for an hour. We will continue 

with the Epistle to the Philippians, Chs 3-4. All welcome. The Zoom details are 

below, and the link  is in the Partners e-mail. Meeting ID: 841 3846 2326 

Password: 943618  
 

ONLINE WORSHIP - Every day at 10.00a.m.  
Weekdays—'Thought for the Day',    Saturdays—'The Saturday Conversation',  

and Sundays—a Sunday Service.  

These can be found in one of three ways - all called 'Avon Valley Churches':  

on the Facebook box on our website (you don't have to join Facebook to see 

these), on Facebook itself, or on our YouTube Channel - again, you don't need 

to sign in to use YouTube.   If there is a Sunday Service Sheet, it is also on our 

website, and sent out with the Partners link - which means you can pray the 

Service at any time, or print/view a copy to join in with the video.   

http://www.christchurchpriory.org


 

ZOOM TELEPHONE NUMBER : If you do not have internet access you 

can phone into the Zoom meetings, such as Coffee Morning after the Sunday 

service, Monday and Wednesday Prayers and the monthly Bible Study.  The 

number is 0131 460 1196 -  please tell anyone you know who may like to call. 
 

GRAVETALK : All invited for a Grave Talk on Zoom: Grave Talk is a café 

space created to allow people to ask big questions about death, dying and 

funerals. The Church of England resource offers questions that we can use to 

help us think through these important topics that we all face in our lives and 

many are facing increasingly during this challenging time. We know that people 

have found this event really helpful and so we want to offer a Zoom platform 

for sharing and reflecting together. We usually do this over cakes and a cuppa 

and so you may like to have those ready!  Do join Rev Nicky and others, with 

your afternoon cup of tea, at 3pm on Friday 29 May.  
 

The Zoom Meeting ID is 818 7058 5423, Password: 075678 or you can join 

in on the telephone 0131 460 1196 if you don’t have internet access.  If you 

want details or to chat further about this call Nicky on 07931 413629. 
 

POST SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE COFFEE TIME (EACH 

WEEK): All are welcome to join us for virtual coffee together after the 

10.00 Morning Service on Sundays - by Zoom.  The meeting ID is 646 331 

066, and the Password: 123654.  The direct link, which will also let you in, is 

in the Partners e-mail, or you can also call 0131 460 1196 (follow the 

instructions using the same ID and Password above). 
 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Gary and 

others say Morning Prayer together, and anyone is welcome to join in.  Log-in 

details are Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

DAILY HOPE :  A wonderful new resource from the Church of England, 

especially meant for those without internet access.  The new FREE phone line 

0800 804 8044 is available to all and offers music, prayers, reflections and 

full worship services from the Church of England.  When you call there is a 

short welcome message from the Archbishop of Canterbury, then options.   
 

CHILDREN'S WORK ON-LINE: See the 'Avon Valley Churches Youth, 

Children and Families' Facebook Page running alongside our current AVC 

page.  Each week there is an Assembly, a 'Messy Church' session, and an 'Open 

the Book' Bible story.  Thank you everyone who is contributing to these.  You 

might like to share with any children you know - wherever they are.  
 

PARISH MAGAZINES :  where they have been produced,  parish magazines 

are available on the website. 

 



REFLECTION : “What you can’t see you can’t grieve about” - another saying 

from my Grandmother! Today with all news available online we can always 

know and see but we can’t ‘turn a blind eye’!  As so often we do with the 

millions of refugees in the world.  Recently we pondered on the refugee camp 

in the Greek Island of Lesbos-a camp built for 4,000-now holding over 5,000.  

Families are crammed into one small tent with few hygiene facilities. A 

volunteer in Eritrea tells how the people there are afraid to speak out and are 

driven to escape often ending up in a camp. 
 

We wonder what will happen when Covid19 hits one of these camps.  Maybe 

the nations of the world will wake up to ‘see’ the plight of refugees and 

understand that for the sake of all people they have to act.  We pray that all 

nations of the world will come together to help refugees.  They may even be 

forced to help the refugees save us all! 
 

Let us continue to pray for refugees everywhere. 

Daphne Himmel 
 

ANYTHING ELSE? - please contact us if you think we might be able to help 

or advise.  We continue daily prayer for you, for all those involved in the care 

of others, for all those under stress, and for the nations of the world - do join 

in the wave of prayer in any way you can.  
 

NEW FORDINGBRIDGE PLAYGROUP :  AVC Youth, Children and 

Families are planning an exciting new project in Fordingbridge—a fully 

accessible and inclusive playgroup for parents, carers and children 0-5 years. 

Full details are on the website so please take a look and see how you can help. 
 

'THE DISTANCED CHURCH' is the title of a new book, which is available 

free on-line, and might be interesting for anyone who is pondering what our 

current situation means for the Church, now and in the future.  What have we 

gained, and what have we lost?  It's edited by Heidi Campbell, with input from 

the Digital Theology Department at Durham University, and is available here: 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/digitaltheology/covid19/ 
 

OPEN DOORS : PAKISTAN has a population of 204.6 million, including 4 

million Christians for whom, it has become more dangerous than before to 

practice their faith.  Extreme anti-blasphemy laws are frequently used to target 

them.   PRAY:  that Pakistan’s anti-blasphemy laws will not be used to target 

our Christian brothers and sisters, or other minorities;  for protection for 

vulnerable Christian women and girls; and for Open Doors partners, 

supporting isolated believers with vocational training and spiritual support.  Go 

online and be inspired:  www.opendoorsuk.org 
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/digitaltheology/covid19/
http://www.opendoorsuk.org
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Sunday 31 May 10.00am Holy Communion 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com            Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

Or call 01425 839622 to speak to Rev Canon Gary Philbrick 
 

 

Sunday 24 May 8.15am BCP Communion 

 10.00am Morning Service  

 6.00pm Evensong 

 7.00pm Christchurch Deanery Taize Service 

Mon 25 9.00am Morning Prayer  

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am School Assembly 

Tues 26 10.00am Thought for the Day 

Wed 27 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Messy Church 

Thur 28 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 10.30am Bible Study 

Fri 29 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Bible Story from “Open the Book”  

 3.00pm Gravetalk 

Sat 30 10.00am The Saturday Conversation 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 


