
31st May 2020 — Pentecost 

St Mary’s  

Fordingbridge 

SP6 1BB 

 

St Mary’s 

Breamore 

SP6 2DF 

 

Holy Ascension 

Hyde 

SP6 2QJ 

 

St Giles 

Godshill 

SP6 2JJ 

 

St Boniface 

Woodgreen 

SP6 2AJ 

 

St  Mary’s 

Hale 

SP6 2RF 

 

Sandleheath 

Uniting Church 

SP6 1PT 

PARTNERS  
weekly newsletter 

 
 

None of us can imagine what the disciples must have felt, on 

that first Pentecost day, all gathered in the house, and then the 

wind, and then the fire, and then a new feeling of courage and 

great strength, and the ability to go out and proclaim Jesus in so 

many different languages, to so many diverse people.  Then     

Peter, fired by the Holy Spirit spoke out and all who listened 

were amazed at what he preached about Jesus. 
 

Those disciples went on to face all sorts of dangers, some     

became martyrs, but through the gift of the Holy Spirit, they  

began to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah to Jew and Gentile alike.  

They drew others into belief, and so this has continued down 

the ages, with men and women of each generation, to our very 

own. The Spirit has led each generation into dangerous areas, 

across many frontiers, bringing change and challenge, and a re: 

awakening of what it means to love & serve God, and live out 

the “new Life of Jesus”.   
 

The Spirit calls us constantly to change, to adapt in order to 

cope with the ever changing world.  Even the church must   

constantly be adapting so that it too continues to proclaim Jesus 

Christ, to this ever changing world.  None of us find it easy to 

deal with change; to handle it and to cope with it.  We find it  

bewildering and unsettling.  This is not God’s way.  We need to 

ask the Spirit to teach us a willing obedience and realize that 

true stability is in God alone.  So let us each one, use this     

Pentecost to ask the Holy Spirit to help us to change and move 

on, to be loving and serving so that we proclaim to an ever 

changing world, the love of God and His Son Jesus and to serve 

& love our neighbour, whoever they may be.  We pray to the 

Spirit for the courage of those first disciples.    

Ian Newman 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   
 

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.   

If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer 

partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

 

READINGS -  for you to use today and during the week 
 

COLLECT:  

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 104:26-36, 37b  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

26. O Lord, how manifold are your works! 

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
 

27. There is the sea, spread far and wide, 

and there move creatures beyond number, both small and great. 
 

28. There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan 

which you have made to play in the deep. 
 

29. All of these look to you 

to give them their food in due season. 
 

30. When you give it them, they gather it; 

you open your hand and they are filled with good. 
 

31. When you hide your face they are troubled; 

when you take away their breath, they die and return again to the dust. 
 

32. When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 

and you renew the face of the earth. 
 

33. May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; 

may the Lord rejoice in his works; 
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34. He looks on the earth and it trembles; 

he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
 

35. I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 

I will make music to my God while I have my being. 
 

36.  So shall my song please him 

while I rejoice in the Lord. 
 

37b. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

Alleluia. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 2:1-21 
 

Luke describes the coming of the Spirit, and the exuberant response of the apostles who 

speak in a multitude of languages. Bystanders thought they were drunk – Peter explains 

that this was what a prophet, Joel, had told them to expect. (Joel 2: 28-32). 
 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire,          

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and      

astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it 

that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 

and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs - in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12 All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13 But others sneered and said, ‘They 

are filled with new wine.’  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 

Joel: 17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 

flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 

see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  18 Even upon my slaves, both men 

and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  19 And I 

will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, 

and smoky mist.  



 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 

the Lord’s great and glorious day.  21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      
 

John 20:19-23 
 

John describes how Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to his followers on the evening of the first 

Easter Day. 
 

19 It was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews.  Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side.  Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 

them again, ‘Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:     (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

Faithful God,  
you fulfilled the promises of Easter 

by sending us your Holy Spirit 

and opening to every race and nation 

the way of life eternal: 

open our lips by your Spirit, 

that every tongue may tell of your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 



IN & ABOUT: As well as a number of Deanery and Diocesan Meetings 

during the week, Gary hopes to be able to do some planning for 'Generous 

June', and catch up with e-mails and paperwork from recent meetings. 
 

ALTHOUGH our Churches buildings are all closed, even for Private Prayer, we 

as the Church (in its proper meaning of the people of God in a particular place, 

and all around the world) are still very active.  There are paper copies of 

Partners, etc., in folders outside most of the Churches.    
 

THY KINGDOM COME: The ten days of world-wide prayer will end today  

with a Benefice service at 10.00a.m, followed by a Deanery 'Thy Kingdom Come' 

on-line Celebration at 6.00p.m. on our Facebook page.  Theme 'Prayer & Care'.  
 

ONLINE WORSHIP - Every day at 10.00a.m.   
Weekdays—'Thought for the Day',    Saturdays—'The Saturday Conversation',  

and Sundays—a Sunday Service.  

These can be found in one of three ways - all called 'Avon Valley Churches':  on 

the Facebook box on our website, on Facebook itself, or on our YouTube 

Channel - again, you don't need to sign in to use YouTube.   The Sunday Service 

Sheet will also be on our website, and sent out with the Partners link - so you 

can pray the Service at any time, or print/view a copy to join in with the video.   
 

ZOOM TELEPHONE NUMBER : If you do not have internet access you can 

phone into the Zoom meetings, such as Coffee Morning after the Sunday service, 

Monday and Wednesday Prayers and the monthly Bible Study.  The number is 

0131 460 1196 -  please tell anyone you know who may like to call. 
 

POST SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE COFFEE TIME (EACH WEEK): 

All are welcome to join us for virtual coffee together after the 10.00 Morning 

Service on Sundays - by Zoom.  The meeting ID is 646 331 066, and the 

Password: 123654.  The direct link, which will also let you in, is in the Partners  

e-mail, or you can also call 0131 460 1196 (follow the instructions using the 

same ID and Password above). 
 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Gary and others 

say Morning Prayer together, and anyone is welcome to join in.  Log-in details are 

Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

JOHN TOWLER :  During the month of June I have chosen, as an act of 

solidarity with Mike Trotman, to observe a furlough break from duties in the 

benefice. Please continue to pray for Mike and his diocesan furlough colleagues at 

this time. Love John Towler. 
 

DAILY HOPE :  For those who do not have internet access, there is a FREE 

phone line from the Church of England - 0800 804 8044 - which is available to 

all and offers music, prayers, reflections and full worship services.     
 



ANYTHING ELSE? - please contact us if you think we might be able to help 

or advise.  We continue daily prayer for you, for all those involved in the care of 

others, for all those under stress, and for the nations of the world - do join in the 

wave of prayer in any way you can.  
 

'SIMPLIFICATION': Simplification is short-hand for looking at the Governance 

structure of the Avon Valley Churches (the same is happening to our schools - 

see below).  The question is, should we have just one PCC for the whole of the 

AVC, rather than four?  After much discussion, the Simplification Working Group 

(with equal representation from all four Parishes), is ready to share its thoughts 

so far.  All PCC members will receive a copy by e-mail (please be in touch if you 

would rather have a paper copy), and the papers are all available on our website 

for all to read (again, if you'd like paper copies, be in touch).  All are welcome to 

an Open Meeting of the Four PCCs on Thursday, June 11th, 7.00p.m., by Zoom 

(including telephone) or Facebook, at which we will try to answer any questions 

people have.  If you have questions or concerns, you are welcome to phone, write 

or e-mail them beforehand, or after.  All is explained in the papers.  Gary. 
 

SCHOOLS NEWS from Gary: 1) Please pray for all of our schools, as they 

begin to re-open this week.  It has been a difficult time for staff preparing for this, 

and also for parents, deciding whether to send their children back; and for the 

children themselves. 
 

2)  After much planning and consultation, the three schools of Breamore, Hale 

and Hyde have decided to become federated, from July 8th - three schools (each 

very different), one Governing Body, one Executive Headteacher.  Remember the 

schools as they move towards this new way of working together.  The AVC will 

have four 'Foundation Governors' on the new Governing Body (The Rector, as Ex 

Officio, and three others). 
 

3)  We need one more Foundation Governor to fill our allotted places.  The 

Governors meet 1/2 termly, and most are also on a Committee, which meets half

-termly.  Our foundation Governors can come from anywhere in the AVC, and if 

it were someone with an interest in Safeguarding, that would be particularly 

helpful.  We don't have much time to appoint someone before July 8th.  If you 

want to know more, please contact Gary. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: The two bible study groups that 

normally meet in Hyde Parish are meeting on a Thursday evening via Zoom at 

7.30pm.  Last week we completed our study on the life of Peter and on 4th June, 

we start an 8 week series called ‘Faithfulness on the Frontline’, looking at 

how we are each called to serve God and let Him work through us as we meet 

people in our daily lives (on our ‘Frontline’).  If you would like to join us, the 

meeting details are : Meeting ID: 825 4053 0057; Password: 785182.  For more 

details or a copy of the discussion guide call on Julian Sims on 07887 637047.    



REFLECTION : How good are you at receiving from others? When someone 

says ‘thank you’ do you say ‘it was nothing-it wasn’t me’, when all the time you 

secretly want to be thanked? 
 

How good are you at giving and receiving compliments? The easier ones are for 

doing something. A lovely meal, thanks you!’ Giving unconditional compliments 

are sometimes harder. ‘I love being in your company’. 
 

‘Peace be with you…Receive the Holy Spirit’- statements of unconditional love by 

the Risen Christ to his first disciples. Not, ‘I give you my peace and my spirit’ if 

you come to church, believe the creeds, keep my commandments. But whoever 

and however you are,  I give you my peace and my spirit’. Phew! 
 

In all of our doing and telling we must learn also to receive. Whatever our 

estimation of ourselves we must learn the hard lesson of receiving.  
 

What gifts is God offering us through our local community? Do we have the 

quality of attunement, receptivity and humility to recognise these gifts?  
 

John Towler (written on behalf of Daphne Himmel due to IT issues) 

 

PARISH MAGAZINES :  The June parish magazines (where they have been 

produced) are available now on the website. 
 

NEW FORDINGBRIDGE PLAYGROUP: AVC Youth, Children and 

Families are planning an exciting new project in Fordingbridge—a fully 

accessible and inclusive playgroup for parents, carers and children 0-5 years. 

Full details are on the website so please take a look and see how you can help. 
 

OPEN DOORS : partners with the local church in Eritrea, Eastern Africa. 

It is often called the North Korea of Africa.  PRAY for strength and 

encouragement for Christians in prison; that those affected by school and 

hospital closures will have access to healthcare and education; for wisdom for 

Open Doors partners offering practical and spiritual help to persecuted 

believers.  Thank you.   www.opendoorsuk.org 
 

THY KINGDOM COME : If you missed Archbishop John Sentamu’s message 

in last week’s Sunday morning service, you might like to have a look on 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQSh5NPx_Kk   Pat Bloomfield 
 

SEWING FOR THE NHS : Two wonderful groups within our Benefice have 

been busy sewing gowns for the NHS during Covid 19.  Sew Friendly in Hyde and 

a Fordingbridge group (one of whom is a member of Sew Friendly) are making 

vital gowns and donating any payment to Salisbury Hospice.  If you are interested 

in joining in, please contact either Sue Willcocks on 01425 656890 or Sue Hughes 

on 01425 657795.  

http://www.opendoorsuk.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQSh5NPx_Kk


This Week  -  31st May 2020  -  Pentecost 

 

Sunday 31 May 10.00am Holy Communion 

 6.00pm ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Deanery     

Celebration 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com            Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

Or call 01425 839622 to speak to Rev Canon Gary Philbrick 
 

 

Sunday 7 June 10.00am Holy Communion 

 6.00pm Sanctus 

Mon 1 June 9.00am Morning Prayer  

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am School Assembly 

Tues 2 10.00am Thought for the Day 

Wed 3 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Messy Church 

Thur 4 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 7.30pm Thursday Evening Bible Study 

Fri 5 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Bible Story from “Open the Book”  

Sat 6 10.00am The Saturday Conversation 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 


