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A Critical Year of Four Seasons 
 

We heard a whisper from the Orient, early in the first quarter 

of this year. A plague or pandemic was sweeping towards us, 

inescapably, at unprecedented speed. Then it was upon us. 
 

For the second quarter of the year, we were in 'shut-down'! It 

was stressful. We met no friends, used no cash, and churches 

were shut. We stayed at home for about one hundred days. 

Local volunteering was greatly appreciated. The A.V.C. 'On-line 

Church' became the highlight of each day; first came the '10 

o'clock spot', then came the "Youth, Children & Family"      

videos. 
 

Now the Summer Solstice has recently marked the half-year's 

end. We are into the third phase: the 'Gradual Breakout'. We 

may pray in churches again; soon non-singing services will 

commence. However, those who are 'elderly' or more         

vulnerable will still need to take extra care, as the virus     

continues to threaten. 
 

Then, in mid-September, we will enter the final quarter of this 

uniquely challenging year. We hope for a vaccine; it would give 

greater freedom. But with such benefits comes our             

responsibility for the future of our Church. People have got 

used to new norms; change is in the air. The gap between 

young and old is widening. We have to hand on a Church that 

is well prepared and appealing to those future generations. 

Right now is the time to think broadly, look forward, pray for 

guidance, and discuss with family and friends; then share those 

thoughts of a Church that will have a great future. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the 

list and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Jeremy Houghton-Brown 



 

COLLECT:  

God our Saviour, 

look on this wounded world 

in pity and in power; 

hold us fast to your promises of peace 

won for us by your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 13  (For Morning Prayer) 

 
1. How long will you forget me, O Lord; for ever? 

How long will you hide your face from me? 

 
2. How long shall I have anguish in my soul 

and grief in my heart, day after day? 

How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

 
3. Look upon me and answer, O Lord my God; 

lighten my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

 

4. Lest my enemy say, 'I have prevailed against him, 

 and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

  
5. But I put my trust in your steadfast love; 

my heart will rejoice in your salvation. 

 
6. I will sing to the Lord,  

for he has dealt so bountifully with me. 
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

Romans 6:12-23 

 

Christians have been set free from the power of sin in order to obtain new life in 

Christ. 

 
12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to 

make you obey their passions. 13 No longer present your members to sin 

as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who 

have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God 

as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under grace. 
15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under 

grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 

anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either 

of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to               

righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves 

of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to 

which you were entrusted, 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, 

have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms    

because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 

members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now 

present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to                 

righteousness. 21 So what advantage did you then get from the things of 

which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now 

that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you 

get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 



THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                           (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      
 

Matthew 10:40-42 
 

The way we respond to others mirrors our response to God. 
 

40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me   

welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 

name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes 

a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the      

reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to 

one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of 

these will lose their reward.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

THE GENEROUS JUNE GOSPEL READING: Luke 21:1-4 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

The Widow’s Offering 
 

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2 he 

also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 He said, ‘Truly I tell 

you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; 4 for all of them have 

contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 

all she had to live on.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 



OUT & ABOUT:   For once, Gary has a quieter week this week.  If 

you'd just like a chat, give him a call on 01425 839622 (which you're 

welcome to do any week, of course).  Monday, catching up with e-mails, 

and planning day. Wednesday, Burial of Ashes at lunchtime. Thursday, 

Staff Communion and Meeting, Bible Study, and recording Services.  Rest 

of week looking ahead, planning for worship in Church when we re-start, 

and preparation of Services for July. 
 

CHURCHES OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER AND VISITING: 

Some of our Churches are now open daily: Breamore, Fordingbridge, Hale 

and Woodgreen (Hyde will open once the internal re-ordering is 

sufficiently progressed to allow safe access; and Godshill will reopen at a 

later date). We're providing appropriate hygiene materials, and we'll be 

cleaning frequently, but we have to stress that people are responsible for 

their own hygiene precautions, especially hand-washing, as we will not be 

able to ensure that everyone who uses the Churches will be as careful as 

we would like them to be. However, it is a great delight that anyone who 

wants to can now use the Churches again, and we hope it will be a first 

step towards a more normal use of the Churches. (Small Funerals in 

Church are now permitted, along with small weddings from July.) Gary. 
 

SERVICES IN CHURCH:  The Government announced this week that 

Public Worship would once again be permitted.  As I write, we're still 

awaiting Church of England Guidance, and, once that appears, we'll begin 

thinking about how and when it is appropriate to open for Worship.  We'll 

need to consider who will lead Worship (some of those who do may still 

be 'shielding', or may have other reasons for not wanting to be in a public 

building), and who will come (many people are feeling very cautious about 

mixing  with  groups  of people).  It may  be  a  gradual start, but PCCs will  

be part of the discussions. More details to follow. Gary. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

O God, whose beauty is beyond our imagining 

and whose power we cannot comprehend: 

show us your glory as far as we can grasp it, 

and shield us from knowing more than we can bear 

until we may look upon you without fear; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

AMEN. 



BIBLE STUDY GROUP: The next Zoom Bible Study Group is on 

Thursday, July 2nd, led by Gary, at 10.30 a.m. for an hour.  We're looking 

at the First Letter of St John, chapters 1-2.  All welcome. The Zoom details 

are Meeting ID: 841 3846 2326 Password: 943618  

 
GENEROUS JUNE -  is drawing to a close, but don’t forget The 

Generous June website has lots of good resources—there are also daily 

reflections, about 5 minutes each, which will be very worthwhile reading 

or listening to -www.generousjune.co.uk  Thanks, Gary. 

 
We are still continuing online as follows : 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP - Every day at 10.00a.m.   
Weekdays—'Thought for the Day',  

Saturdays—'The Saturday Conversation',  

and Sundays—a Sunday Service.    

All called 'Avon Valley Churches':  on the Facebook box on our website, 

on Facebook itself, or on our YouTube Channel. 
 

POST SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE COFFEE TIME : All are 

welcome to join us by Zoom for virtual coffee after the 10.00 Morning 

Service on Sundays. Meeting ID : 646 331 066, Password: 123654.  The 

link, which will also let you in, is in the Partners e-mail, or you can also 

call 0131 460 1196 
 

ZOOM TELEPHONE NUMBER : You can phone into the Zoom 

meetings, such as Coffee Morning after the Sunday service, Monday and 

Wednesday Prayers and the monthly Bible Study.  The number is 0131 460 

1196 
 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Gary and 

others say Morning Prayer together, and anyone is welcome to join in.  Log

-in details are Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

DAILY HOPE :  The FREE phone line from the Church of England - 0800 

804 8044 - is available to all and offers music, prayers, reflections and 

services.     
 

https://www.generousjune.co.uk/


REFLECTION :  

 Watching a drama on television, a question was asked ‘who are you 

running away from?’ - ‘from my Past self ’ was the reply’.   How much do 

we all look back with regret at what we did or said, often wishing we could 

‘take it back’  and do it differently.  A friend told me that she had come to 

term with ‘regrets’ when she realised that who she then was very different 

from who is now.  

On reflection it may seem that in recent times we have tried to destroy 

our past   by destroying our statues and demonstrating loudly, often with 

riots about what we believe now.  Sadly this is far from our much needed 

quiet reflections which give us time and space to learn from our past 

mistakes. 

As we open our eyes today to the wonder of a renewed environment - 

the clean air, the clear blue sky, the radiance of the trees and flowers we 

give thanks and pray that we may do  better in the future to ‘look after our 

environment. 

Dear Lord show us the way. 
 

Daphne Himmel 

 

 

OPEN DOORS : supports the body of Christ on the Arabian Peninsula 

by organising prayer, distributing Scripture resources and training believers 

and pastors.  Yemen is number 8 on the World Watch List 2020.  It 

is dangerous to be a Christian there, yet despite the ongoing conflict and 

desperate situation, the number of believers is growing.  PRAY  for 

provision for Christians, who are often denied access to emergency aid;  

that Yemeni believers will have the courage to share their faith despite 

opposition;  for peace in Yemen and a future when believers can freely 

worship God.    www.opendoorsuk.org  Pat Bloomfield 
 

TRAIDCRAFT IN LOCKDOWN : Beverly and Trudi are offering to 

deliver goods (maintaining social distance) in Fordingbridge, Breamore and 

Woodgreen areas. We have a list which is available or contact to see what 

we have in stock. Contact details: Trudi 01425 657287 

( t rud i cot ton@gma i l . com )  or  Bever ly  01725  512018 

(foxymill51@gmail.com). I will also leave Traidcraft catalogues in St Mary’s 

Church porch, in case there is anything you would like to order. Thank for 

your support at this crucial time for our suppliers. Trudi Cotton 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org
mailto:trudicotton@gmail.com
mailto:foxymill51@gmail.com).
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Sunday 28 8.15am BCP Communion 

June 10.00am Morning Service 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com            Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

Or call 01425 839622 to speak to Rev Canon Gary Philbrick 
 

 

Sunday 5 July 10.00am Holy Communion (Bible Society) 

 6.00pm Sanctus 

Mon 29 9.00am Morning Prayer  

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am School Assembly 

Tues 30 10.00am Thought for the Day 

Wed 1 July 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Messy Church 

 2.00pm Burial of Ashes of the late Iris Kenchington 

Thur 2 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 10.30am Bible Study 

Fri 3 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Bible Story from “Open the Book”  

Sat 4 10.00am The Saturday Conversation 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 


