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Canon Michael writes: More birds … 

For followers of “Thought for the Day”, you will have seen and 
heard Heather enjoying the collared doves in her garden, and me 
waxing lyrical about the geese flying over our house to land on the 
lake. Birds. Teaching us about beauty, loyalty, perseverance,  
encouragement and reliability. 

Enter the Red Kites.  Found increasingly in the midlands and  
coming south.  Our grandson, aged 12, at Benson, was enjoying a 
pizza in his back garden, and yes, you guessed it, without any 
warning a kite grabbed it out of his hand!  Scary – but he got away 
with just a scratch, whereas the kite got away with his lunch! 

Mary Poppins encourages us to “feed the birds”, and during this 
time of lock-down the air has been fresher and the garden birds 
more vociferous and numerous, especially if we feed them – but 
I’m not too keen on large gulls and grey squirrels.  The latter  
ignore my “birds only” notice. 

A variety of birds may be seen in the Holy Land, the Jordan River 
in the great Rift Valley, being part of the north south migratory 
route of birds coming up from Africa.  Sparrows are found in many 
countries, including the Middle East.  Jesus spoke of two of them 
being sold for a penny – hence our phrase “two a penny” – yet our 
heavenly Father cares for them, and values them despite their  
apparent little worth.  He cares for all His creation – and  
encourages us to do the same.  

And He emphasises how valuable and important we are to Him: 
“you are worth more than many sparrows”. (Matthew 10:31). He 
illustrates His care for us as He tells us not to worry, about life, 
food, drink, clothing, possessions … “Look at the birds of the air … 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 
than they?” (6:26) 

So we are invited to look at the birds, to consider them, to learn 
from their activities, and of their Creator’s care.  Then to reflect on 
how much our Creator, our heavenly Father, loves us and cares for 
us, and how grateful we should be to Him. 

Canon Michael Anderson 
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 AVC SERVICES FOR AUGUST 

Available live on our Facebook page and Website, or afterwards on 
YouTube.  ‘Avon Valley Churches’ 

 

OPENING OF CHURCHES FOR WORSHIP:  Over the coming weeks our  

on-line Worship and Daily Thoughts will continue; and worship in our  

Churches will gradually resume.   

We'll start with one main Sunday Service in a Church at 10.00a.m. at the  

beginning of August, review the situation every fortnight or so, and gradually 

add other main Services over the next month or so.  'Smaller' Services (8.15, 

said Evening Service, mid-week Communions) will gradually be offered.   

These plans may change so full details will be available each week in Partners. 

Every weekday       10.00am   Thought for the Day 

Mondays & Wednesdays   9.00am  Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

 

Mondays   11.00am Assembly 

Wednesdays    11.00am Messy Church 

Fridays   11.00am Open the Book Online 

All available on AVC Children, Youth and Families Facebook page 

 

Saturdays   10.00am  The Saturday Conversation 

 

Sunday 2nd August  10.00am Holy Communion at Fordingbridge   
   and online 

   6.00pm Sanctus online 

 

Sunday 9th August  8.15am Holy Communion at Hyde 

   10.00am Morning Service at Breamore and   
   online 

   6.00pm Evening Prayer online 

 

Sunday 16th August  10.00am Holy Communion at Hale and online 

   6.00pm Sanctus online 

 

Sunday 23rd August  8.15am  BCP Holy Communion at Breamore and 
   online 

   10.00am Morning Service at Hyde and online 

   6.00pm Evening Prayer online 

 

Sunday 30th August  10.00am Holy Communion at Fordingbridge   
   and online 
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Warden’s View 

If Covid 19 had not happened, in a few weeks time the schools 
would have been breaking up for the summer holidays.  A time for 
change. Some of the older children would be leaving and going out 
into the world in different directions, there would have been hugs 
and emotional goodbyes, promises of eternal friendship. Younger 
ones would perhaps be changing schools and making decisions 
with their parents about which school to go to. An important factor 
in this decision, from the child’s perspective is where their best 
friends are going.  In reality it is not as important as it seems at 
the time, new friendships will be made and old friends forgotten. 
However it is possible that a friend made when you are very young 
will remain a friend for the rest of yours and their lives. I made a 
friend when singing with him in St. Mary’s choir 70 years ago, he 
was Best Man at our wedding and he is my oldest friend. I have 
been friends with him longer than I have been friends with Janet 
my wife and I love him almost as much as I love her, in a different 
way of course!  

Friendship can start in random ways. I have another long term 
friend who is Icelandic. We were on holiday in Spain when Naomi, 
our eldest daughter was a toddler. One morning I took her down to 
some swings in the hotel garden while Janet prepared the  
equipment needed for a day on the beach. Naomi started playing 
with another little girl, they were both chatting away happily in 
their own language and I was trying to decide what language the 
other little girl was using. I asked her Dad, we spent the day and 
the rest of our holiday with them and we have spent the rest of 
our lives as friends visiting each other, spending more holidays  
together and watching and enjoying our families grow up. I will not 
spend time and space with another example in detail but the same 
thing happened on another holiday with a family from England the 
Father from Yugoslavia, which is where we met them,- same  
outcome! 

Most people, during their lives have lots of friends but it is rare to 
have more than a few long term lasting friendships. Even fewer 
that would stand the test set by Jesus to his disciples in that  
Passover supper in the upper room described so movingly in John 
15 - greater love hath no man than this - to lay down his life for 
his friends. There were different levels of friendship in that room 
when Jesus told his friends that the time had come to leave this 
world and go to the Father. He spoke so many wise words about 
love and friendship.  

We are all missing the fellowship provided by our involvement with 
the worshiping community in our churches. It is so important and 
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 hopefully it is about to gradually return so that we can show our 
love and affection for each other albeit at a distance! 

In fact this horrible virus has provided an opportunity for us all to 
demonstrate our love to a wider community and it is wonderful to 
see so many examples of people showing love and care to others 
that they did not know before. 

We must, as a church, take this message on board and build on it 
by devoting our efforts and resources to providing care,  
compassion and friendship - with the Word of God - to the world 
around us.  

  Nigel Spratt 

Taking the sting out of nettles 

Thanks to their sting and vigorous growth, stinging nettles are 
much-maligned by many gardeners and visitors to the countryside. 
But it has not always been this way.  
 
Historically, nettles were an important source of food, and they 
were also put to a great variety of other uses. They were used as 
an analgesic, an animal feed supplement, dye, cloth, and food 
wrap for cheese, fish, and meat. Even today you can find nettle 
listed as a key ingredient on the supermarket shelves on anything 
from shampoo, to cheese, to beer!  
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 Young nettle tops (picked from early spring to early summer)  
really are delicious. Steamed or simmered, like any green  
vegetable, the taste and texture of cooked nettles is similar to 
spinach and they can be substituted for it in any recipe. Full of  
vitamins and minerals, particularly iron, nettles are a cheap and 
readily available “super-food”. True to the old adage, you just need 
a firm grip (or gloves!) to avoid the stinging hairs when you pick 
them, and the cooking process will do the rest so you can  
enjoy their taste and goodness without worrying. You will need to 
pick a lot of leaves as, just like spinach, they reduce in volume 
when cooked. Only pick the young leaves at the top of the plant 
before it has gone to seed.  
 
Stinging nettles support at least 40 different species of insect,  
including some of our favourite and familiar butterflies. Peacock, 
red admiral, small tortoiseshell, comma and painted lady  
butterflies all have caterpillars whose only, or main, source of food 
is the nettle. These caterpillars, along with the aphids and other in-
sects that feed on nettles, sustain our woodland and garden birds 
throughout the spring and early summer.  
 
Later in the year, small, seed-eating birds including chaffinches, 
bullfinches and house sparrows all benefit from the thousands of 
small seeds that each nettle plant produces. As well as giving 
these direct benefits to wildlife, nettles can be used by gardeners 
in the know to make their own nitrogen-rich nettle fertiliser.  
Simply half fill any watertight container with nettles, top it up with 
water, give it an occasional stir, and wait! After a few days it will 
start “brewing” – try adding some rosemary to offset the offensive 
smell. After three or four weeks of bubbling, strain off the solids to 
the compost heap and dilute the remaining liquor at one part  
nettle fertiliser to ten parts water, and your garden plants will love 
it! 
 
Find out more about your local wildlife at hiwwt.org.uk 

Alice Ashcroft 
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This month’s Quiz: Monarch Nicknames 
The answer to each question is the monarch (not all UK)  
associated with these nicknames. Name and number (where  
applicable) needed please!  

Answers on Page 21 

Example:  The Lionheart           Answer:   Richard I 

1. The Conqueror 

2. Farmer George 

3. The Sun King 

4. The Unready 

5. The Bruce 

6. Crookback 

7. Gloriana 

8. The 9 day Queen 

9. Longshanks 

10. Grandmother of Europe 

Notes from recent PCC meetings 

Over the past weeks there have been a number of Open PCC 
meetings via Zoom to which all congregations have been invited 
to take part. The whole idea of the Avon Valley Churches  
becoming one parish has been discussed at all levels. The Simpli-
fication Group has been working hard to Produce documents that 
cover all aspects of what being one parish would entail, should it 
be agreed. Great care has been given to listening to everyone’s 
point of view and giving due consideration to people’s concerns, 
wishes and all manner of practical matters. Watch out in Partners 
during August for links to the most recent papers and  
explanations for you to read. Individual PCCs will make a decision 
on whether to proceed to one parish with one PCC by 21  
September. 

A joint PCC meeting has taken place to discuss the opening of all 
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 our churches for services, how this might be done safely and how 
all our churches can be included over the weeks. You can read 
about the various proposed services under August church services, 
and these will be reviewed on a regular basis. Please see Partners 
for any changes to this schedule.  

In Fordingbridge, the planning application has been approved to 
replace the worn lead with the stainless steel alternative Terne 
Coat, as used on the porch roof previously. The Churchwardens 
are busy writing submissions to obtain grants from the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund to support all the church building works, 
which in turn gives the opportunity to apply to the National Lottery 
Community Fund. However, these funds have been suspended  
because of COVID-19. Therefore, on the recommendation of our 
Church architect, work on the church and church hall has been put 
on hold until these grants can be applied for. The fund rules are 
that work must not start before grants are applied for.  

Judith Dowsett 

Ice Cream rose  Helen Tague 
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Nicky is REALLY moving now! 

I am writing this note to let you know that I am actually on the 
move now! 

In case you don’t know, I am taking on a new role as Team Vicar of 
the Axe Valley Mission Community (AVMC). The move, and my  
licensing there, was delayed because of the Coronavirus breakout. 
Now it is happening but not as I would have wished. 

My licensing service is in The Minster Church in Axminster at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 11 August. Normally you would have all been 
invited to attend but because of social distancing I can only have 
my family and a few friends there. 

I am very sorry about this. BUT there will, all being well, a zoom 
link and those who have the technology can watch… perhaps you 
can organise a ‘socially distanced’ watch party for those who can’t 
join in? Perhaps Mike can set up the screen in St Mary’s Hall in 
Fordingbridge or…? 

I have grown so much in my spiritual journey through being here 
with you all and I am going to miss you all hugely. I would never 
have believed, when Matt and I, moved to Woodgreen 26 years 
ago, that I would be ordained in the Church. Our God is a God of 
surprises! 

You are always in my heart and I look forward to hearing news 
from AVC.  

If you are ever heading to the Dorset coast do pop in. My new  

address from 28th July will be: The Rectory, Rhode Lane, Uplyme, 

Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 3TX. 

Nicky Davies 

From the Avon Valley Churches Parish Registers 
 

Funerals 
 

June 23rd  Jean Trueman    Hollybrook Cemetary 

 24th  Harold Grange   Fordingbridge 

 25th  Emily Sherred   Stuckton Road 
 

July         1st  Iris Kenchington   Burial of Ashes,  
                  Stuckton Road 
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What To Do In The Garden  

• Clear fallen leaves with black spot disease 
from around roses. 

• Prune Wisteria, remove all whippy shoots, 
cutting back to five or six buds from the 
main stems. 

• Keep camellias, azaleas and rhododendrons well watered. 
This ensures good flower bud formation for next spring’s 
blooms. 

• Lightly trim hebes and lavender after flowering. Remove  
flower stems, and approximately 2.5cm (1in) of the new 
growth. 

• Apply nematodes for control of vine weevil later this month or 
early next, Target plants prone to attack, such as Heuchera, 
Sedum and Primula, especially if in containers. 

• Most rambling roses flower just once in summer and should 
be pruned after flowering, thinning out one in three of the 
oldest stems at the base, tying in new, replacement shoots 
and shortening flowered sideshoots by two thirds. 

• Get ahead and plan next year’s spring bulb display. Bulbs  
become available to order or buy in garden centres this 
month, and planting can begin now with bulbs such as  
daffodils, crocus and alliums. 

• Tie in hardy geraniums and encourage a new flush of growth 
by giving plants a light trim to remove old, tatty or tired 
leaves. 

• Tie in new canes on raspberries, blackberries and hybrid  
berries. 

• Prune apples and pears grown as restricted forms such as 
cordons to allow light to ripen fruit and ensure good crops 
next year. Shorten new shoots (laterals) longer than 20cm 
(8in) to three leaves from their base, and those growing from 
sideshoots to one leaf above. 

• If you can’t arrange for someone to water your house plants 
while you are away, move them to a cool room, away from a 
bright window, and water thoroughly before you go. 

• Complete lifting second early potatoes. 

• Finish sowing spring cabbages and spring onions for  
overwintering. 
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• Keep bird baths topped up with fresh water. Clean regularly 

with a mild detergent to avoid spreading diseases such as bird 
pox. 

• Sow fast-growing ‘catch crops’ for autumn use- such as radish, 
lettuce, oriental vegetables, rocket and turnips. 

Graham Fry 

News from Fordingbridge Museum - Concrete Poetry 

Fordingbridge has many attractive and ancient buildings but I  
suspect most residents would find it difficult to identify a local  
example of cutting edge architecture. However, those readers who 
have passed by Fryern Court, the home of the artist Augustus John 
from 1927, might have caught a glimpse of an unconventional 
building set in the field in front of the old house. This was built as 
a modern well-lit studio for the artist to paint his portraits and  
later to produce sculpture. 

When Augustus John moved to Fryern Court in 1927 he used a 
studio in a small building in the orchard in the back garden. When 
the eminent architect, Charles Reilly stayed with John in 1931 to 
have his portrait painted he wrote to his wife, “I have suggested 
his building a large new studio, modern, in ferro concrete and he 
likes the idea.”  The painter William Nicholson was a friend of  
Augustus John. His elder son, Ben Nicholson, was a painter who 
became well known for his modernist paintings and for his  
marriage to the fellow artist Barbara Hepworth.  His younger son 
Christopher, always known as Kit, became an architect and it was 
he who John chose to design his new studio.  

In 1930 Kit had visited Paris and had admired buildings, including 
studios, built by the renowned architect Le Corbusier. In 1931 he 
drew up plans for a reinforced concrete studio, then a relatively 
new material. It was a one roomed high ceilinged studio raised on 
columns to make the most of the light in its setting surrounded by 
trees. The building was designed using a theory of geometric  
proportion based on a square and its diagonal. The paving stones 
on the terrace were 2ft by 2ft 10 inches and these measurements 
informed the proportions of the rest of the building’s grid of  
repeated rectangles. The only thing to break the pattern was a full 
length curved glass window in one corner and a dramatic external 
spiral staircase. The windows were metal framed and factory 
made. The studio had radiators under the window seats and a trap 
door to lower completed paintings to a picture store on the ground 
floor.  The concrete frame was painted white and the bricks that 
infilled it were painted pink.  The contemporary German Bauhouse 
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 architectural movement believed that colour was an essential part 
of the architecture.  The building became known as the north or 
pink studio. 

John must have been impressed with Kit’s work because he later 
got him to design a library extension to the south sitting room, a 
large games room known as the ping pong room, and a new porch 
to the east front of the house.  Despite this when Kit brought a  
fellow architect down to look at the studio the cantankerous John 
was in a bad mood and refused to open the door to him.   

After the completion of his commission Kit, his children and his 
wife, the painter and fabric designer EQ Nicholson, rented for a 
time the miller’s house at Alderholt Mill. He was an enthusiast 
member of the London Gliding Club winning the national gliding 
championships in 1928 and 1939 but in 1948 at the age of 44 he 
was killed when his glider crashed into a mountainside in Switzer-
land.  

In the 1970s the ground floor columns of the studio were enclosed 
to make it a three bed room house and it was sold.  It is now a 
private property but there are numerous photographs of it on the 
web that show that the mixture of geometric formality,  
unencumbered space and purity of line are still evident.  

Julian Hewitt 
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Book Review - Who Moved the Stone by Frank Morison 
Published in paperback by Authentic Media Ltd.  

ISBN 978-1-85078-674-0. 

People are fascinated by the “historical Jesus”. That is why trips to 
the Holy Land are so popular; for people to visit the places where 
Jesus lived and ministered; to walk in his footsteps. 

Who Moved the Stone was written by Frank Morison; the  
pseudonym of Albert Henry Ross. First published in 1930, it has 
been in continuous print ever since. 

Ann Widdecombe, the TV personality and once MP says: “Who 
Moved the Stone is a remarkable book. It is difficult to imagine 
anyone reading it and still doubting the Resurrection”. 

Convinced that the story was not true, Frank Morison set out to 
write about Jesus’ last days, the cross and the resurrection.  
However, as he studied in detail, the events in the Bible,  
something happened…….. 

The book analyses the biblical texts about the events related to the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Morison was sceptical  
regarding the resurrection of Jesus, and set out to analyse the 
sources, to demonstrate the apparent myth. However, in compiling 
his notes, he came to be convinced of the truth of the resurrection, 
and set out his reasoning in the book. 

Morison not only refers to the Gospels, but also to other writings of 
the time, including the Gospel of the Hebrews and the Jewish  
historian Josephus. 

Morison had the belief that as dawn approached in that quiet  
garden, something happened that caused one of the watchers  
hurriedly to awaken his companions and to proceed to a closer  
inspection of the tomb. It may have been only the stirring of the 
trees, or the clanging of a gate in the night breeze. It may have 
been something more definite and disquieting, such as that which 
later shook and utterly humbled the proud and restless spirit of 
Saint Paul. "He appeared to Cephas. . . then to the twelve. . . he 
appeared to James . . . last of all, as unto one born out of due 
time, he appeared to me." 

The true answer to one of the profoundest questions that has  
engaged the thought of the church, from the time of the Early  
Fathers to ours, is why it was that, despite the wavering of  
tradition concerning the locality of the Appearances, the disciples 
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Blackcurrant Ice Cream 

Serves 6-8 

This is very easy to make and very tasty.  The blackcurrant  
sieving is rather laborious but it can also work with loganberries 
and raspberries. 

1lb blackcurrants (450g) 

6oz sugar (175g) 

5 fl. oz water (150ml) 

½ pt double cream (275ml) 

• Put blackcurrants, about 1/3 at a time including stalks, into a 
nylon sieve (a metal one can cause discolouration) over a  
mixing bowl. Mash with a wooden spoon until the pulp is  
extracted and only the stalks, pips and skin are left in the 
sieve. 

• Place the sugar and water in a pan over a medium heat and 
stir until all the sugar crystals have dissolved. Then let it come 
to the boil and boil for 3 minutes exactly. Remove from heat 
and stir into the fruit pulp. 

• Whip the cream until floppy (but not thick) and fold into the 
fruit mixture until thoroughly blended.  Pour into a plastic or 
polythene container with a lid and freeze. 

• As soon as the mixture begins to set, turn out into a bowl and 
beat thoroughly. Then put it back in the freezer until set – 
about 3 hours. Remove to the main part of the fridge about an 
hour before serving. 

• It should be eaten within 3 weeks. 
Trudi Cotton 

were so immovably convinced that the Resurrection itself took 
place in the early hours of that Sunday morning.  

There may be, and, as Frank Morison thinks, there certainly is, a 
deep and profoundly historical basis for that sentence in the 
Apostles' Creed "The third day he rose again from the dead."  

Martin Ings 
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Traidcraft at St Mary’s 

First of all I would like to thank all those who have supported me 
in so many ways during the years I have been running the stall at 
St. Mary’s.  Obviously there are those of you who buy goods,  
without which it could not happen at all. But there are also people 
who help me move furniture, put up the stall and take it down 
when the table defeats me.   

However, we are moving to Devon at some point in the Autumn 
and September should be my last stall (if Coronavirus permits). So 
I am appealing now for someone to replace me. It is not difficult 
as Gwenda handles all the ordering and accounts. All I have to do 
is tell her what I would like to order, do an occasional stocktake, 
keep track of items and run the stall. 

It is an enjoyable thing to do. I love chatting to my customers  
after our 10.30 service. Traidcrafters from other churches meet 
regularly and we form a friendly but committed group.  Beverly 
from Woodgreen, Sue from Sandleheath, Gwenda from Godshill, 
Isabel from the Methodists and Martin and Jenny from Hyde are  
always full of ideas and helpful suggestions, as is Joy, who often 
joins us from Downton. We do not just stock Traidcraft goods; their 
catalogue also includes famous Fair Trade names such as Divine 
chocolate and Café Direct. 

I am aware now that I may be repeating myself as I am likely to 
give a Thought for the Day in August on the subject, but I would 
like to say why Fair Trade is so important. Firstly, it is showing love 
for others and, as such, it is a Christian act. Supporting a Traid-
craft stall and Fair Trade in general contributes to charitable giving 
and also mission. If Christian organisations like Traidcraft benefit 
local communities, surely Christianity must be viewed in a friendly 
light. But there is a political point too. So many of the world’s  
recent problems, such as the rise of Nationalist parties and  
hostility to immigrants spring from the unfair distribution of 
wealth. It is not difficult to see why people risk their lives leaving 
poorer parts of Africa and Asia when we have so much and they 
have so little. If we are to leave a kinder, fairer and safer world for 
our children and grandchildren we need to address this inequality. 
Traidcraft and other Fair Trade organisations are working hard to 
do this. Finally, Traidcraft does try hard to source its products in a 
way that benefits the environment. To give one example, their 
palm oil is carefully sourced to be sustainable. 

So, do think about it. It is easy, fun, Christian and helps make the 
world better place. How many other opportunities can offer all 
this?  

Trudi Cotton 
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Mission Matters - Working in the Himalayas 

All my life I have loved the mountains and that is why I call Ladakh 
my second home. I have been working there for over 25 years, 
about five weeks each year, for the past eleven years with my 
charity the Lotus Flower Trust, named after the Dalai Lama. I have 
been very lucky to meet his Holiness twice; he has a Summer  
Palace in Ladakh, and I’m honoured to be close friends with some 
of the most senior Lamas and many members of the village  
Buddhist and Muslim population.  

The main town of Leh is at 3,500 metres and almost all the  
country then goes upwards. It is known as “a place of high passes” 
and is home to the three highest navigable passes in the world. 
The highest is Kardung La at 5,350 metres. I cross these regularly 
to reach many of our projects. Ladakh is a high-altitude desert and 
it is a very tough place to live and work. Summer temperatures 
rise to +20C, but in the long winter, the temperature drops in 
many places to -30C. 

Lotus Flower Trust raises money in the UK and funds the building 
of schools and homes in various parts of India but most of our 
work lies in the Himalayas. To date we have funded the building of 
35 projects in Ladakh, many in very remote areas. We are just 
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 completing a hostel for girls who go to school in Nyoma, a remote 
village on the Changthang Plain, bordering on what was Tibet. 
They are the children of the semi nomadic Champas who breed 
sheep, yaks and Pashmina goats and live in huge black tents made 
of yak skins. 

At the request of the Education Department we have built 18  
Anganwadi (Kindergartens) in villages where education is not seen 
as a priority as parents want their children as extra pairs of hands 
to work in the fields. We hope that by providing these little schools 
it will stimulate the parents to send children to school at an early 
age. The Anganwadi have been so successful - there are 60 at 
one! 

Four years ago I was approached again by the Ladakhi  
Government to help the special needs population of the country. 
There are 3,000 or more people in need of specialist help yet there 
are no proper facilities for them in Ladakh. I am glad to say we are 
just about to complete the construction of a Centre, including a 
skills centre and a hostel, for the special needs community. We 
have also been able to obtain 34 wheelchairs designed to cope 
with the rough terrain. 

COVID has stopped me going to Ladakh this year but I will be back 
in 2021. I hope the Chinese, who have been active on the border, 
will be behaving themselves! 

John Hunt,  
CEO and Founder of Lotus Flower Trust 
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Patricia Detheridge’s War 

At the outbreak of World War II, Patricia and her family were living 
at Upminster near the Hornchurch and North Weald Aerodromes.  
Her older sister was attending a convent school and this was taken 
over by the Ministry of Defence. The whole school was then  
evacuated to Chiltern, near Thame, where a big country house was 
converted to classrooms and accommodation.  At nine years old 
Patricia and her sister found themselves at boarding school.  
Patricia remembers receiving a good general education. The girls 
also learned to dance and sing and had to memorise long  
passages of the Bible. On Sundays, the Protestant pupils attended 
the local Parish Church while Mass was said at the school. 

Patricia and her sister managed to get home for most holidays; 
there was just one Christmas,1940, that they stayed with their 
cousins in Pinner. The bombing was so bad that they spent their 
time sleeping under the stairs and were sent back to school early. 

When they were at home and the siren went off, the family took 
shelter across the road, with a neighbour who had a huge dugout.  
Patricia remembers crossing the road in her dressing gown and her 
pyjamas, hugging her teddy bear. In the Summer holidays of 
1940, the Battle of Britain took place. The family could watch the 
fighting in the skies, as the RAF took on the Luftwaffe and  
prevented a German invasion. Patricia saw one German plane hit 
and go down in a nearby field. When the two occupants were  
located, they told people to stand back as they were going to set 
their plane on fire. The Germans then passed the night under 
guard in Upminster Police Station, before spending the rest of the 
war in captivity. 

At the age of thirteen, Patricia remembers helping her mother in 
the forces’ canteen in the village. The BBC advertised a  
programme where Vera Lynn was singing and her mother said ‘Not 
that woman again’! However, ‘the Forces’ sweetheart’ was later 
vindicated. In the 1960s Patricia was organising the catering for a 
charity event in aid of war veterans at her workplace. Vera Lynn 
was the guest of honour and Patricia was impressed by how much 
interest she showed and how much knowledge she had about the 
ex-soldiers who were attending. 

On VE Day the family could not celebrate together. Patricia’s sister 
was at home, but Patricia was still at school. She remembers  
singing the National Anthem and another patriotic song, before the 
girls were told they could have the rest of the day off. The  
Detheridges, however, were all together on VJ Day. They were 
standing in the Mall, when the King and Queen drove close by on 
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 their way up to the Houses of Parliament. This was an interesting 
event for Patricia but of course, VJ day was a much more muted 
affair than the celebrations in May.  Clearly, this year’s 75th  
anniversary of VE day had to be necessarily very low key as a  
result of pandemic restrictions.  

Recorded by Trudi Cotton 

This is a  recent photo 
of Sarimbun Beach,  
Singapore taken by  
Nicholas Baker (Olive’s 
son). The Japanese  
landed at this idyllic  
location on 8th February 
1942, when they  
invaded Singapore. One 
week later the British 
forces surrendered.  
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Roy and Yvonne Fox will be 
known to many of you from the 
(now disbanded) local Save the 
Children fundraising group. Roy 
and Yvonne are keen artists 
and have spent some of the  
recent weeks at home turning 
their collection of paintings into 
greetings cards using their 
camera and printer. Here and 
overleaf are three examples of 
their work . 

This month’s Quiz: Monarch Nicknames - Answers 

 

1. The Conqueror William I 

2. Farmer George George III 

3. The Sun King Louis XIV (France) 

4. The Unready Ethelred II 

5. The Bruce Robert I (Scotland) 

6. Crookback Richard III 

7. Gloriana Elizabeth I 

8. The 9 day Queen Lady Jane Grey 

9. Longshanks Edward I 

10. Grandmother of Europe Victoria 

Art Gallery 
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      Suna May’s Home Help 
 

          I offer a home help service which includes    

Shopping, cooking, light cleaning, some care needs, appointments, 

     paperwork, pet care, and various other tasks to help and  

improve your quality of life. 

 
Please contact me to discuss your individual needs. 

07818 046636 
sunamay@hotmail.co.uk 

The Magazine Team are happy to accept items for publication.  
In general, items need to be topical, parish related or promoting 
Christian ideals and values.  Items will be published at the  
discretion of the Team and may be edited.  The Team take no  
responsibility for the accuracy of any item. Please submit written 
articles as a Word document and posters as A4 PDF.  

Please send items (preferably by email) to: 

Judith & John Dowsett     j.dowsett7@btinternet.com 
Trudi Cotton           trudicotton@gmail.com  
Vivienne Finch            01725 512267, viv@theshallows.co.uk 

mailto:sunamay@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:trudicotton@gmail.com
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Michael Ireland 

Guitarist 
 

Playing popular music 
on the electric guitar 

Ideal for fetes, garden 
parties, informal 
 occasions, etc 

Guitar tuition given for 
beginners 

Will visit 
 

Tel: 01425 654857 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  

IN OUR MAGAZINE? 
 

It is read by Fordingbridge people and the surrounding villages. 
We will also advertise single charity events for free.  

Our annual rates for black & white are :- 

FULL PAGE £80 

HALF PAGE £50 

QUARTER PAGE £35 
Colour available for an additional charge 

 

All enquiries to Viv on 01725 512267 
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MICHAEL CASH 

FOR  ALL THOSE ODD JOBS THAT NEED 
CARRYING OUT 

DRIPPING TAPS - FITTING BATHROOMS  

FLAT PACK FURNITURE - NEW KITCHENS 

CLEARING GUTTERS - CLEANING PATIOS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS - COMPUTERS 

QUALIFIED SPEED STONE WORKTOP FITTER 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

GENERAL REPAIRS & 

MAINTENANCE 

07814924276 

  

JESSICA 
  

for beautiful fashion 

sizes 10-20 

  
  

59 High Street 

Fordingbridge 

Hampshire 

SP6 1AS 

  
  

Tel 01425 652395 
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Susan H. Collins 

Cranbourne Chase 
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I. N. NEWMAN LTD 
  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
  

Monumental Masons 
  

  

  

OFFICES IN SALISBURY AND FORDINGBRIDGE 

  

+ 24 hour day/night service        + Flowers arranged  

+ Home visits if  required            + Service sheets 

+ Pre-Pay Funeral Plans              + Funeral catering 

+ Help with all funeral aspects    + A complete service 

  

Private Chapels of  Rest 

  

Griffin House                               Griffin Mews 

55 Winchester Street                         22 High Street 

Salisbury                                    Fordingbridge 

Wilts                                             Hants 

SP1 1HL                                       SP6 1AX 

TEL: 01722 413136                TEL: 01425 656286 

  
  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED  

AND CONTROLLED BUSINESS 
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GLYNN COURT 
 

FRYERN COURT ROAD, FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

A registered home for the Elderly and Retired. 

Beautifully appointed, specialising in individual care 

and attention. Chiropodist and Hairdresser attend. Our 

friendly staff are on duty day and night. Excellent and  

varied menu—English in character. Respite care available. 
 

Joint managers: Sarah Bailey & Julie Bishop 

 

Brochure and Details available on request 

Telephone Fordingbridge 652349 
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THE PARISH OF FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

 

 

MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev’d Canon Gary Philbrick - Rector 

  email: rectory@avp-benefice.org.uk  Tel: 01425 839622 

Rev’d Mike Trotman - Assistant Curate  Tel: 07525 662999 

Rev’d John Towler - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07940 855952  

Rev’d Kate Wilson - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07770 944054 

  & Pastoral Visitor Coordinator 
Mr Mark Ward - Licensed Lay Minister  
   email: mark@fordingbridge.com      Tel: 01425 656120 

Mrs Jo Heath - Youth & Families worker Tel: 07515 533685 

  email: families@avp-benefice.org.uk 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Churchwardens:  Mr Ian Newman      Tel: 01425 653269  

                 Mr Nigel Spratt       Tel: 01202 824413 
  email: churchwardens@avp-benefice.org.uk   
Assistant Wardens:  

Sandleheath - Mrs Sue Ledger      Tel: 01725 517389 
Godshill - Mrs Gwenda Moore       Tel: 01425 650104 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Judith Dowsett     Tel: 01425 650335 
  email: fb-pccsecretary@avp-benefice.org.uk 
PCC Treasurer: Mr Martin Calver         Tel: 01425 656189 
 

Avon Valley Churches Office: 
The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, SP6 1AB 

email: church.office@fordingbridge.com Tel: 01425 653163 
Web: www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

Parish Administrators: Gail Newell & Jackie Rowe  
Church Office open to callers: Monday - Friday 10.30am -12.00pm 

Urgent requests for prayer to:  prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk 

mailto:pccsec.fordingbridge@aol.co.uk

