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Black – or – white? 
 

One job during lock-down has been to gather from round the 

house various olive-wood statues collected during trips to the 

Holy Land. They need an occasional refreshing with drops of 

olive oil secreted from a bottle found in a kitchen cupboard. 
 

It’s interesting that the carvers in Bethlehem, noted for their 

dexterity with local olive wood, always give Jesus long flowing 

western hair and a somewhat British face.  Is this to please 

the tourists? 
 

Then our Archbishop raises the question of a “black or white” 

Jesus.  So how do you envisage Jesus, given that the Bible only 

occasionally mentions His clothes, let alone His features?    

Recent films of His life certainly give Him a middle-eastern, 

tough carpenter look rather than the “gentle Jesu, meek and 

mild” of our Sunday School days and Victorian stained glass. 
 

God certainly had the right idea when He sent the Holy Spirit 

to Mary in an obscure village in a small country where three 

continents meet, bringing together black, yellow, white and 

other colours gathered by numerous Roman trade routes.   

Israeli/Palestinian men have that distinctive black hair, dark  

features that I associate with Jesus and His disciples.  Neutral, 

if you like. International in language, given a European          

occupying power, visitors from African and eastern lands – all 

highlighted on the day of Pentecost!  
 

Jesus is for all! Let’s never assume that western white     

Christians are the norm – far from it.  There are far more 

“coloured” Christians in the world than British whites! 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the 

list and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Michael Anderson 



 

 

COLLECT:  

Gracious Father, 

by the obedience of Jesus 

you brought salvation to our wayward world: 

draw us into harmony with your will, 

that we may find all things restored in him, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 45:10-17  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

10.  Hear, O daughter; consider and incline your ear;  

 forget your own people and your father’s house. 

 

11.  So shall the king have pleasure in your beauty;  

 he is your lord, so do him honour. 

 

12.  The people of Tyre shall bring you gifts;  

 the richest of the people shall seek your favour. 

 

13.  The king’s daughter is all glorious within;  

 her clothing is embroidered cloth of gold. 

 

14.  She shall be brought to the king in raiment of needlework; 

 after her the virgins that are her companions. 

 

15.  With joy and gladness shall they be brought  

 and enter into the palace of the king. 
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16.  ‘Instead of your fathers you shall have sons  

 whom you shall make princes over all the land. 

 

17.  ‘I will make your name to be remembered through all generations;  

 therefore shall the peoples praise you for ever and ever.’ 

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
 

Romans 7:15-25a 

 

Good and bad desires conflict within us, but the grace of God in Jesus is at hand to 

help us pursue the good. 

 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 

the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 

good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.      
18 For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will 

what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil 

I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I 

that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21 So I find it to be a law that when I 

want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of 

God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the 

law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?        
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      



 

                   Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 

 

People find it difficult to discern God at work, but God reveals his truth to those who 

trust him in simplicity. 

 

At that time Jesus said, 16 ‘To what will I compare this generation? It is like     

children sitting in the market-places and calling to one another, 17 “We played 

the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.”     
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”;    
19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by 

her deeds.  
25 I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, 

Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to 

me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 

knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to    

reveal him. 28 Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy       

burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and humble in heart. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

Eternal God, 

comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, 

you have fed us at the table of life and hope: 

teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, 

that all the world may acknowledge 

the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 



OUT & ABOUT:    

Monday 6th, Year 6 'Exit Interviews' on-line with Breamore, Hale and 

Hyde in the morning, followed by an Area Deans' meeting in the afternoon, 

and the last meeting of Hyde Governors in the early evening (see 

Wednesday) 

Tuesday 7th, Governors' Meeting in the morning. 

Wednesday 8th, Services in the morning, Benefice of the Future meeting 

with Archdeacon Richard in the afternoon, and the first meeting of the 

Governors of the new 'Forest Edge Learning Federation', Breamore, Hale 

and Hyde Schools, in the evening.   

Thursday 9th, Staff Communion and Meeting in the morning, and Staff 

Meeting in the evening. 

Friday 10th, Deanery Standing Committee in the morning. 
 

A MONTH OF MISSION: 'Generous June' gives way to a 'Month of 

Mission' in July.  This is to help us to continue to be outward looking in our 

faith.  On the 5th, we'll think about the Bible Society and all the work it 

does; on the 12th the 'Mission Matters' Group will be leading the Worship, 

reflecting on the work of 'Open Doors'; and on the 19th, a different group 

will be thinking about 'Tearfund'.  The word 'Mission' stems from the Latin 

word, 'Mission', meaning 'to send out'.  So we'll complete the month on the 

26th, by saying farewell to Nicky Davies, in her final Service with us in her 

current role, before leaving for Uplyme and Axemouth, to begin her 

ministry there on August 11th. 
 

NICKY’S FAREWELL :  if you would like to contribute to a farewell 

gift for Nicky, to thank her for all her work here over many years, then 

please: on-line - transfer to Parish of Fordingbridge 54-30-45 13996401 ; 

cheque to 'Parish of Fordingbridge'; cash - to Church Office, Rectory, or 

other Wardens/Staff.  In each case please put clearly 'ND Gift'.  Thanks. 
 

CLIVE JONES FAREWELL- sadly, Clive is retiring at the end of July, 

and we'd like to thank him for all the music over the years.  If you would 

like to contribute to a farewell gift for Clive, then use the details above, 

and 'CJ Gift'.  Thanks. 
 

GENEROUS JUNE - is drawing to a close.  Thank you all who have been 

able to contribute.  If you'd still like to know more about how to do so, 

please be in touch with the office or me.  Thanks, Gary.  

 



CHURCHES OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER AND VISITING: 

Breamore, Fordingbridge, Hale and Woodgreen Churches are open daily 

for prayer and visiting (Hyde will open once the internal re-ordering is 

sufficiently progressed to allow safe access; and Godshill will reopen at a 

later date). We're providing appropriate hygiene materials, and we'll be 

cleaning frequently, but we have to stress that people are responsible for 

their own hygiene precautions, especially hand-washing, as we will not be 

able to ensure that everyone who uses the Churches will be as careful as 

we would like them to be. However, it is a great delight that anyone who 

wants to can now use the Churches again 
 

SERVICES IN CHURCH: The Government regulations for worship 

came out early this week, and we are still digesting then, along with the    

C of E Guidance.  Our return to Church will have  a gradual start, and 

PCCs will be part of the discussions.  Please share any views with them or 

me.  Gary. 
 

We are still continuing online as follows : 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP - Every day at 10.00a.m.   
Weekdays—'Thought for the Day',  

Saturdays—'The Saturday Conversation',  and Sundays—a Sunday Service.    

All called 'Avon Valley Churches':  on the Facebook box on our website, 

on Facebook itself, or on our YouTube Channel. 
 

POST SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE COFFEE TIME : All are 

welcome to join us by Zoom for virtual coffee after the 10.00 Morning 

Service on Sundays. Meeting ID : 646 331 066, Password: 123654.  The 

link, which will also let you in, is in the Partners e-mail, or you can also 

call 0131 460 1196 
 

ZOOM TELEPHONE NUMBER : You can phone into the Zoom 

meetings, such as Coffee Morning after the Sunday service, Monday and 

Wednesday Prayers and the monthly Bible Study.  The number is 0131 460 

1196 
 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Gary and 

others say Morning Prayer together, and anyone is welcome to join in.  Log

-in details are Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

DAILY HOPE :  The FREE phone line from the Church of England - 0800 

804 8044 - is available to all and offers music, prayers, reflections and 

services.     
 



REFLECTION : Last week the Sunday Service on radio’s channel four 

was taken by John Bell from his Scottish home.  Many of us will know him 

from his reflections on ‘Thought for the Day.’ He is a Minister in the 

Church of Scotland and a member of the Iona Community, a musician and 

Hymn writer.  He travels the world teaching and leading retreats. 

I always think of John Bell as someone who sees the whole world through 

the eyes of God and so   relating to all people - every single one as 

belonging to God.   His prayers gives the feeling of being inclusive with 

God alongside all who are in any sort of need - those in  any difficulty 

making important decisions  or worrying about recent quarrels  together 

wish the homeless and poverty stricken.  Everyone is equal in the sight of 

God.  

 At a retreat he was once asked where he was going next- his reply was “I 

don’t know yet, I have to wait to see what God wants’. 

May we reflect on our relationships with ourselves together with God, and  

Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  
 

Daphne Himmel 

OPEN DOORS :  The new Magazines and Prayer Leaflets for July and 

August are available in our churches.  Please help yourselves to a copy. 
 

OPEN DOORS : World Watch List 2020 places Iran number 9.  

Christians who convert from Islam must keep their faith completely 

hidden, as they can face the death penalty or be imprisoned for ‘crimes 

against national security’. It is illegal to produce Christian literature or hold 

services in Farsi. THANK GOD that there are 800,000 Christian brothers 

and sisters in Iran, and the church is growing despite extreme persecution.  

PRAY for strength for those held in prison in appalling conditions, and 

comfort and provision for their families;  for healing for former prisoners, 

and wisdom for counsellors providing trauma care outside the country.   

www.opendoorsuk.org Pat Bloomfield 
 

VERSUS ARTHRITIS :  As many of you know I have suffered with 

Rheumatoid Arthritis since the age of 15.  I have decided to raise some 

money for Versus Arthritis  On Friday 31st July I will be having my mohican 

style haircut dyed blue to raise money for Versus Arthritis (formerly 

Arthritis Research UK  and Arthritis Care).  For more information please 

phone me on 01425 657969 or email pyechristopher713@gmail.com. 

Thank you Chris Pye. 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org
mailto:pyechristopher713@gmail.com
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Sunday 12 10.00am Morning Service (Open Doors) 

July 6.00pm Evening Prayer 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com            Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

Or call 01425 839622 to speak to Rev Canon Gary Philbrick 
 

 

Sunday 5 July 10.00am Holy Communion (Bible Society) 

 6.00pm Sanctus 

Mon 6 9.00am Morning Prayer  

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am School Assembly 

Tues 7 10.00am Thought for the Day 

Wed 8 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Messy Church 

Thur 9 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 10.30am Bible Study 

Fri 10 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Bible Story from “Open the Book”  

Sat 11 10.00am The Saturday Conversation 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 


