
 

THE LINK ONLINE 
 

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE 
 
 

 
 

FOR THE PARISH OF 
 

HYDE 
AND SURROUNDING VILLAGES 

AUGUST 2020 



 AVON VALLEY CHURCHES   -  SERVICES FOR AUGUST 
 

SERVICES IN CHURCH WILL RESUME IN AUGUST 
(Details may change so check the website and Partners)  

 
Sunday 2nd August 10.00am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 
Sunday 9th August 8.15am Holy Communion at Hyde 
 10.00am Morning Service at Breamore 
Sunday 16th August 10.00am Holy Communion at Hale 
Sunday 23rd August 8.15am BCP Holy Communion at Breamore 
 10.00am Morning Service at Hyde 
Sunday 30th August 10.00am Holy Communion at Fordingbridge 

 
ONLINE SERVICES WILL CONTINUE 

(Live on AVC Facebook page, website and afterwards on YouTube channel.)  
(* marked are on AVC Children, Youth and Families Facebook as well.)  

(Zoom where shown) 
 

Every weekday 10.00am Thought for the Day 
Mondays  9.00am Morning Prayer (Zoom) 
Mondays 11.00am Assembly * 
Wednesdays 9.00am Morning Prayer (Zoom) 
Wednesdays 11.00am Messy Church * 
Fridays 11.00am Open The Book Online * 
Saturdays 10.00am The Saturday Conversation 
Sunday 2 August 10.00am Holy Communion from Fordingbridge  
 6.00pm Sanctus online 
Sunday 9 August 8.15am Holy Communion at Hyde 
 10.00am Morning Service from Breamore  
 6.00pm Evening Prayer online 
Sunday 16 August 10.00am Holy Communion from Hale 
 6.00pm Sanctus online 
Sunday 23 August 8.15am BCP Holy Communion from Breamore  
 10.00am Morning Service from Hyde  
 6.00pm Evening Prayer online 
Sunday 30 August 10.00am Holy Communion from Fordingbridge  

 
 



CANON MICHAEL ANDERSON WRITES....... 
 
More birds … 
 
For followers of “Thought for the Day”, you will have seen and heard Heather 
enjoying the collared doves in her garden, and me waxing lyrical about the 
geese flying over our house to land on the lake. Birds. Teaching us about 
beauty, loyalty, perseverance, encouragement and reliability. 
 
Enter the Red Kites.  Found increasingly in the midlands and coming south.  
Our grandson, aged 12, at Benson, was enjoying a pizza in his back garden, 
and yes, you guessed it, without any warning a kite grabbed it out of his hand!  
Scary – but he got away with just a scratch, whereas the kite got away with his 
lunch! 
 
Mary Poppins encourages us to “feed the birds”, and during this time of lock-
down the air has been fresher and the garden birds more vociferous and 
numerous, especially if we feed them – but I’m not too keen on large gulls and 
grey squirrels.  The latter ignore my “birds only” notice. 
 
A variety of birds may be seen in the Holy Land, the Jordan River in the great 
Rift Valley, being part of the north south migratory route of birds coming up from 
Africa.  Sparrows are found in many countries, including the Middle East.  Jesus 
spoke of two of them being sold for a penny – hence our phrase “two a penny” 
– yet our heavenly Father cares for them, and values them despite their 
apparent little worth.  He cares for all His creation – and encourages us to do 
the same.  
 
And He emphasises how valuable and important we are to Him: “you are worth 
more than many sparrows”. (Matthew 10:31). He illustrates His care for us as 
He tells us not to worry, about life, food, drink, clothing, possessions … “Look 
at the birds of the air … your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they?” (6:26) 
 
So we are invited to look at the birds, to consider them, to learn from their 
activities, and of their Creator’s care.  Then to reflect on how much our Creator, 
our heavenly Father, loves us and cares for us, and how grateful we should be 
to Him. 
 

Canon Michael Anderson 
 
 

 

Please note that the deadline for receiving articles and other material 
for the September edition of THE LINK is Thursday 13 August. 



CHURCHWARDENS’ NOTES 
 

The country continues to come out of lock-down and at Hyde we have just about 
completed the first phase of the work in the church.  By the time you read this 
we will have had a wedding in the church – numbers greatly restricted and social 
distancing in place, but we were delighted to be the venue for one of our local 
families.  We wish Laura and James every blessing for their future life together. 
Sadly, after the wedding we will also have had a funeral service for Elaine 
Micklewright, who will be greatly missed, and a memorial service for Andrew 
(Pam Shearing’s son) who was tragically killed in a traffic accident.   
 
After these two services on 30 and 31 July, the church will open for private 
prayer. We have placed a few chairs for people wanting time to reflect – we are 
asking them not to sit in the pews.  There is hand sanitiser available at the door 
and we ask people to use this as they come in and as they leave.  You are 
welcome to go to the Church for peace, prayer, visiting, but please be aware 
that you are responsible for your own hygiene precautions, as we cannot 
guarantee that all of our visitors will take handwashing and other necessary 

measures.   
 
Photo of inside of church – most of changes completed 
 
The next stage is opening the churches for services and this is a matter of 
considerable discussion.  It is likely that we will have one service in one of the 
churches in the Benefice in August and then gradually build up to having two 
services in different churches – all the information about this will be on the 
website and in Partners.  It has been agreed that whatever happens we will 
continue with our on-line coverage for the time being. 
We continue to try to keep in touch with all of those who are on the church 
electoral roll, especially those who are on their own. If you know of someone 



who would like a phone call do let one of us know.  The “library” in the church 
porch has proved very popular and will also continue for the time being – many 
thanks to Penny Sharp and Gina Dawkins. 
 
May God bless you and keep you safe – please let us know if there is any 
support you need at this time. 

 
Heather Clark and Martin Ings 

 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

 
“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  The Lord is 
good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to 
wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.” 

Lamentations 3 
 
Gentle God, be  close to all those we know who are unwell at this time to bring 
them your healing by the power of your Holy Spirit, especially we pray for Elaine, 
Pam, Wendy, Alison, Rhionna, Sue, Mike, Martin, Sally & Peter, Roger & 
Audrey and Peter & Sue. 
 
Loving Father God, we pray for the bereaved, that they may find rest and peace 
in their sorrow within your loving presence and we continue to pray for Pam, 
Carol & Derek and for Barbara. 
 
Community Prayers – Gracious Lord, breathe love within us, breathe love 
between us.  From one moment to the next you hold us in the palm of your 
hand.  Be with everyone in our local community who are in need of refreshment 
and your never-ending love.   Thank you Lord. 
 
May I please have any prayer requests for the next magazine by the 
12 August.  Many thanks, with love in Jesus, our saviour and our rock. 

 
Linda Light  01425 480509 

 
THANKS 

  
Pam, Carol and Derek would like to thank everyone who has sent flowers, 
letters and cards after the tragic death of Andrew, a loving Son and Brother. 

  
Pam Shering and Carol Sims 

 
 



FROGHAM CHAPEL 
PREACHERS’ PLAN 
 
The Lord’s Prayers 
 
Father, the hour has come . . .     John 17:1 
 
This chapter also records an occasion, this time in the proximity of Calvary, 
when Jesus was praying with His disciples. This time He was praying essentially 
on His own behalf as He approached the climax of His earthly ministry. 
The first thing to be learned from it is that the real object of all things spiritual is 
the giving of glory to God. Jesus never failed to do that. He knew better than 
any the ordeal that He was facing. He brought His coming trial to His Heavenly 
Father, and so should we, whatever it is. 

David Cheadle 
 
For updates on when the Chapel is open, following Government guidelines, 
please see the notice board outside Frogham Chapel. 
 

Mary Harrison 01794 278691 
 

NICKY IS REALLY MOVING NOW! 
 

I am writing this note to let you know that I am actually on the move now! 
In case you don’t know, I am taking on a new role as Team Vicar of the Axe 
Valley Mission Community (AVMC). The move, and my licensing there, was 
delayed because of the Coronavirus breakout. Now it is happening but not as I 
would have wished. 
 
My licensing service is in The Minster Church in Axminster at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 11 August. Normally you would have all been invited to attend but 
because of social distancing I can only have my family and a few friends there. 
I am very sorry about this. BUT there will, all being well, a zoom link and those 
who have the technology can watch… perhaps you can organise a ‘socially 
distanced’ watch party for those who can’t join in? Perhaps Mike can set up the 
screen in St Mary’s Hall in Fordingbridge or…? 
 
I have grown so much in my spiritual journey through being here with you all 
and I am going to miss you all hugely. I would never have believed, when Matt 
and I, moved to Woodgreen 26 years ago, that I would be ordained in the 
Church. Our God is a God of surprises! 
 
You are always in my heart and I look forward to hearing news from AVC.  
If you are ever heading to the Dorset coast do pop in. My new address from 28 
July will be: The Rectory, Rhode Lane, Uplyme, Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 3TX. 
 

Nicky Davies 



MESSY CHURCH 

 
Another Messy Church on-line!  This time the team got together for a session 
on Wednesday 8 July.  We were really pleased that Laura and Eliza could join 
us again and that Sue Willcocks was well enough to come and do one of the 
activities with Sheilah Collis doing the other. 
 
We began with a film – the feeding of the 5,000 told by David Suchet – he was 
wonderful as you can imagine.  Then we had a prayer and Laura and Eliza led 
us in a well-known song “I will make you fishers of men”. 
 
Next we had our two fantastic activities!  First Sue showed us how to make 
one fish become five!  It produced a great and colourful hanging for the 
bedroom.  Then Sheilah showed us how to make a basket-full of two fishes 
and five loaves.  This was great fun and she had some fish made from shiny 
paper which looked very realistic; these baskets could also be hung up; so 
bedrooms will all look very festive. 
 

 
We finished by saying the “Messy Grace” and this time we managed to co-
ordinate a little bit better.Here is a photo of the two activities and if you haven’t 
tried them yet I think there are still some templates in the church porch. 
 

Heather Clark 

 
 
 
 



HYDE WAR MEMORIAL PARISH HALL 
 

HYDE HALL REOPENS! 
 

After more than 3 months of closure we are pleased to announce that Hyde Hall 
is reopening! During lockdown, the hall has been thoroughly spring cleaned and 
the storeroom has been repainted, but it has felt more and more lonely and 
quiet, missing the people and the busyness which normally happens there. 
 
We have now implemented a Covid 19 risk assessment, installed sanitizer and 
hand towel dispensers, marked out 2m spaces outside, put up the required 
posters and so on, and we are ready to welcome people back from Monday 13 
July.  Sadly numbers are limited to 20, (24 if you use the stage as well) and the 
kitchen area is not available for the time being, but it’s a start and we are keen 
to see the hall being used again. 
 
Unfortunately, we will not be able to hold any of our live entertainment events 
or Moviola this year as the number limitations make them unviable but hopefully 
we will be back to something like normal next year and can resume the 
community events we all love and miss so much. 
 
If you would like to book, please contact us. hall.hyde@gmail.com  
or 01425 655511. 

 
DUTY OFFICERS: 
 
27 July – 3 August  Lesley King  652980 
3 August – 10 August   Anne Agapiou   657654 
10 August – 17 August  Maurice Butler  657865 
17 August – 24 August  John French  837241 
24 August – 31 August  Kevin Edwards  653888  

 
100 CLUB DRAW – JULY WINNERS: 

 
£50 32 Nick Clark  £10 140 Helen Shutler 
£20 30 Peter Vince  £10 12 Betty Keith 
£10 90 Mr I Parsons 
 
If you are not already a member please would you consider joining and 
supporting the hall?  It costs £2 per month per entry (you can have more than 
one!) and monthly prizes are 1 of £50, 1 of £20 and 3 of £10. 
Please contact Andrew Fenn: andrew@fenn.email or telephone on 01425 
547273. 
 
Stay safe.     Terri Mayes    01425 653796 



LINK VILLAGES PRODUCE SHOW 
 
The Produce Show Committee has reluctantly decided to cancel the 2020 show 
planned for 5 September. We had hoped that the social distancing and other 
rules might be relaxed sufficiently by September for the show to go ahead. As 
is clear from the hall report above, that that will not be the case and it will simply 
not be possible to organise a show that is both safe and enjoyable for all. 
 
So. … eat the wonderful fruit and veg you are growing yourself, admire the 
flowers in your garden rather than picking them to show in the hall, bake a cake 
for your family to eat … but most of all put the date of next year's show in your 
diary SATURDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

Produce Show Committee 
 

LINK LUNCH 
 

There will be no Link Lunch on Thursday 6 August due to the Covid 19 
outbreak.  We will keep our 'regulars' updated as to what happens after that. 
We hope you are all keeping well. 
 

Valerie Hollands and Jenny Rice 
 

HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
  

By the time you read this, we should have restarted playing cricket at Hyde – 
even if things will not quite be the same during 2020.   No more high quality teas 
as has been our tradition and not quite the same social element to our games. 
  
In early July our Colt’s coaching restarted on Friday evening.  Weather 
permitting, adult games will have started on Wednesday, 15 July. 
  
Our Colts will be playing a short season during late July and August and the 
men’s teams will be playing local clubs on Wednesday evenings and Saturday 
afternoons.  We will return to fixtures in the Hampshire leagues next season but 
for the rest of this year are looking forward to games against our local 
neighbours.  In many ways, less travelling will be good – trips to Andover and 
beyond do add to the length of the day, particularly if it rains when we get there! 
  
If anyone is interested in knowing more about the club, joining us as an adult or 
Colts player do let us know.   
  
Call me or look up and have a chat when we are on the Common – socially 
distanced of course, at the moment. 

Julian Sims 07887 637047 



 
FORDINGBRIDGE MUSEUM 

CONCRETE POETRY 
 
Fordingbridge has many attractive and ancient buildings but I suspect most 
residents would find it difficult to identify a local example of cutting edge 
architecture.  However, those readers who have passed by Fryern Court, the 
home of the artist Augustus John from 1927, might have caught a glimpse of an 
unconventional building set in the field in front of the old house.  This was built 
as a modern well-lit studio for the artist to paint his portraits and later to produce 
sculpture. 
 
When Augustus John moved to Fryern Court in 1927 he used a studio in a small 
building in the orchard in the back garden.  When the eminent architect, Charles 
Reilly stayed with John in 1931 to have his portrait painted he wrote to his wife, 
“I have suggested his building a large new studio, modern, in ferro concrete and 
he likes the idea.”  The painter William Nicholson was a friend of Augustus John.  
His elder son, Ben Nicholson, was a painter who became well known for his 
modernist paintings and for his marriage to the fellow artist Barbara Hepworth.  
His younger son Christopher, always known as Kit, became an architect and it 
was he who John chose to design his new studio.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
In 1930 Kit had visited Paris and had admired buildings, including studios, built 
by the renowned architect Le Corbusier.  In 1931 he drew up plans for a 
reinforced concrete studio, then a relatively new material.  It was a one roomed 
high ceilinged studio raised on columns to make the most of the light in its 
setting surrounded by trees.  The building was designed using a theory of 
geometric proportion based on a square and its diagonal.  The paving stones 
on the terrace were 2ft by 2ft 10 inches and these measurements informed the 
proportions of the rest of the building’s grid of repeated rectangles.  The only 
thing to break the pattern was a full length curved glass window in one corner 
and a dramatic external spiral staircase.  The windows were metal framed and 
factory made.  The studio had radiators under the window seats and a trap door 
to lower completed paintings to a picture store on the ground floor.  The 
concrete frame was painted white and the bricks that infilled it were painted 
pink.  The contemporary German Bauhouse architectural movement believed 
that colour was an essential part of the architecture.  The building became 
known as the north or pink studio. 
 
 
John must have been impressed with Kit’s work because he later got him to 
design a library extension to the south sitting room, a large games room known 
as the ping pong room, and a new porch to the east front of the house.  Despite 
this when Kit brought a fellow architect down to look at the studio the 
cantankerous John was in a bad mood and refused to open the door to him.   
After the completion of his commission Kit, his children and his wife, the painter 
and fabric designer EQ Nicholson, rented for a time the miller’s house at 
Alderholt Mill.  He was an enthusiast member of the London Gliding Club 
winning the national gliding championships in 1928 and 1939 but in 1948 at the 
age of 44 he was killed when his glider crashed into a mountainside in 
Switzerland.   
 
In the 1970s the ground floor columns of the studio were enclosed to make it a 
three bed room house and it was sold.  It is now a private property but there are 
numerous photographs of it on the web that show that the mixture of geometric 
formality, unencumbered space and purity of line are still evident.  
 

Julian Hewitt. Fordingbridge Museum. 
 

 
 
 



CONTEMPORARY ART; CONTEMPORARY GARDEN 
 

  
Hauser & Wirth have been described as the world's most powerful 
commercial art gallery. They specialise in contemporary and conceptual art 
in all its forms - at least one artist they represent has won a Turner prize (for 
an empty room with lights going on and off).  From opening a single gallery 
in Zurich in 1992, Hauser and Wirth now have galleries in major cities 
around the world from Hong Kong to Los Angeles.  One gallery, however, 
is not in a major city but a rural English market town - Bruton in Somerset. 

 
Hauser & Wirth Somerset is in a converted farm just outside Bruton on the 
Wincanton Road.  Opened in 2014, it attracts far more than contemporary 
art aficionados.  Some come for the Michelin listed restaurant but many 
come for the garden ! 
 
The gardens were designed by Piet Oudolf the contemporary Dutch 
designer famous for his naturalistic planting style.  Oudolf has designed 
gardens around the world and elements of other gardens in UK but Bruton 
is a rare example here of a complete landscaping scheme.  
 
The Oudolf Field, as it is known, is about 45 metres wide and slopes gently 
upwards from the art gallery buildings for about 140 metres.  There are 
native hedges on either side enclosing 17 irregularly shaped areas of 
planting separated by gravel and grass paths.  At the top of the field is the 
Radić pavilion - a translucent white fibreglass lozenge shaped structure 
mounted on boulders which was moved from Hyde Park in 2015.  Not shown 



on Oudolf's original plan, it is considered by some to complement the garden 
but by others to ruin it !  

 
The Oudolf style consists mainly of herbaceous perennials and ornamental 
grasses.  No roses, pelargoniums and zinnias here !  Typical plants are 
helenium (3 varieties in this garden), aster (8 varieties), persicaria (3 
varieties), sanguisorba (5 varieties) and 12 different grasses.  This does 
mean the garden is highly seasonal, being at its peak from late June to early 
October.  Over winter the seed heads give structure and interest, especially 
on frosty mornings - Oudolf allegedly once remarked that a plant isn’t worth 
growing if it doesn't look good when its dead.  Spring interest is provided by 
thousands of bulbs.  
 
The irregularly shaped planting beds vary in length from 10 to 30 metres 
and in width from 5 to 15 metres - so not small !  Thirteen of the beds are 
designed with 1-2m square/diameter blocks of the same plant, giving 
roughly 20-50 blocks in each bed depending on size.  There is repetition of 
blocks within each bed and between beds.  Three beds are planted in 
meadow style where most of the area is planted with relatively low, airy 
grasses and perennials and other grasses are scattered throughout the bed 
either in small groups or individual plants rising above the predominant 
grasses.  Finally there is a pond and wet area. 
 
The Sunday Telegraph recently described this garden as 'cool' and 'best for 
teenagers'. Do not be put off by this !  The overall effect of the 26,000 plants 
of 115 varieties is, in high summer, stunning and well worth the 1½ hour 
drive from Hyde.  The garden is free to visit (closed Mondays and currently 
ticketing because of Covid-19) and has a car park.  The gallery is also free 



and should be visited, if only out of curiosity ! There is a bookshop selling 
books mainly on art and gardening including, unsurprisingly, some written 
by Oudolf.  Also available is a booklet with (reduced size) copies of Oudolf's 
original manuscript planting plans for the garden.  These are quite difficult 
to interpret but needed by those who like to identify plants as there are no 
labels in the garden.  The restaurant has been described as 'funky' (not quite 
so inaccurate as 'best for teenagers') but there are cheaper and more 
conventional alternatives in the town. 
 
Why Bruton ?  The Wirth family moved some time ago from Switzerland to 
London, but seeking a more rural life style, moved to Somerset.  The town 
benefits considerably, not only from the gallery, but also from the 
sponsorship and education initiatives of the family. 

Andrew Briggs 
 
 

TAKING THE STING OUT OF NETTLES 
  

Thanks to their sting and vigorous growth, stinging nettles are much-maligned 
by many gardeners and visitors to the countryside.  But it has not always been 
this way.  
  
Historically, nettles were an important source of food, and they were also put to 
a great variety of other uses.  They were used as an analgesic, an animal feed 
supplement, dye, cloth, and food wrap for cheese, fish, and meat.  Even today 
you can find nettle listed as a key ingredient on the supermarket shelves on 
anything from shampoo, to cheese, to beer!  
 
Young nettle tops (picked from early spring to early summer) really are 
delicious.  Steamed or simmered, like any green vegetable, the taste and 
texture of cooked nettles is similar to spinach and they can be substituted for it 
in any recipe.  Full of vitamins and minerals, particularly iron, nettles are a cheap 
and readily available “super-food”.  True to the old adage, you just need a firm 
grip (or gloves!) to avoid the stinging hairs when you pick them, and the cooking 
process will do the rest so you can enjoy their taste and goodness without 
worrying.  You will need to pick a lot of leaves as, just like spinach, they reduce 
in volume when cooked.  Only pick the young leaves at the top of the plant 
before it has gone to seed.  
  
Stinging nettles support at least 40 different species of insect, including some 
of our favourite and familiar butterflies.  Peacock, red admiral, small 
tortoiseshell, comma and painted lady butterflies all have caterpillars whose 
only, or main, source of food is the nettle.  These caterpillars, along with the 



aphids and other insects that feed on nettles, sustain our woodland and garden 
birds throughout the spring and early summer.  
  
Later in the year, small, seed-eating birds including chaffinches, bullfinches and 
house sparrows all benefit from the thousands of small seeds that each nettle 
plant produces.  As well as giving these direct benefits to wildlife, nettles can be 
used by gardeners in the know to make their own nitrogen-rich nettle fertiliser.  
Simply half fill any watertight container with nettles, top it up with water, give it 
an occasional stir, and wait!  After a few days it will start “brewing” – try adding 
some rosemary to offset the offensive smell.  After three or four weeks of 
bubbling, strain off the solids to the compost heap and dilute the remaining 
liquor at one part nettle fertiliser to ten parts water, and your garden plants will 
love it! 
  
Find out more about your local wildlife at hiwwt.org.uk 

  
 
 

WORKING IN THE HIMALAYAS 
 

 
All my life I have loved the mountains and that is why I call Ladakh my second 
home. I have been working there for over 25 years, about five weeks each year, 
for the past eleven years with my charity the Lotus Flower Trust, named after 



the Dalai Lama.  I have been very lucky to meet his Holiness twice; he has a 
Summer Palace in Ladakh, and I’m honoured to be close friends with some of 
the most senior Lamas and many members of the village Buddhist and Muslim 
population.  
 
The main town of Leh is at 3,500 metres and almost all the country then goes 
upwards.  It is known as “a place of high passes” and is home to the three 
highest navigable passes in the world.  The highest is Kardung La at 5,350 
metres.  I cross these regularly to reach many of our projects. Ladakh is a high-
altitude desert and it is a very tough place to live and work.  Summer 
temperatures rise to +20C, but in the long winter, the temperature drops in many 
places to -30C. 
 
Lotus Flower Trust raises money in the UK and funds the building of schools 
and homes in various parts of India but most of our work lies in the Himalayas.   
 
To date we have funded the building of 35 projects in Ladakh, many in very  

 
remote areas.  We are just completing a hostel for girls who go to school in 
Nyoma, a remote village on the Changthang Plain, bordering on what was Tibet.  
They are the children of the semi nomadic Champas who breed sheep, yaks 
and Pashmina goats and live in huge black tents made of yak skins. 
 
At the request of the Education Department we have built 18 Anganwadi 
(Kindergartens) in villages where education is not seen as a priority as parents 
want their children as extra pairs of hands to work in the fields.  We hope that 
by providing these little schools it will stimulate the parents to send children to 
school at an early age.  The Anganwadi have been so successful - there are 60 
at one! 
 



Four years ago I was approached again by the Ladakhi Government to help the 
special needs population of the country.  There are 3,000 or more people in 
need of specialist help yet there are no proper facilities for them in Ladakh.  I  
 
am glad to say we are just about to complete the construction of a Centre, 
including a skills centre and a hostel, for the special needs community.  We  
have also been able to obtain 34 wheelchairs designed to cope with the rough 
terrain. 
 
COVID has stopped me going to Ladakh this year but I will be back in 2021. I 
hope the Chinese, who have been active on the border, will be behaving 
themselves! 

John Hunt, CEO and Founder of Lotus Flower Trust 
 

THREE POEMS 
 

Technology seems to be inspiring our local poets ! 
 

COFFEE  
 

The chef on the tele the other day 
Taught us to make coffee the Costa way 

You do something with milk 
It goes all frothy and soft as silk 

You brew the coffee ina large pot 
\And then you get to drink the lot 
There's only me and I hate waste 

So I drank the lot - post haste 
The caffeine sent me high as a kite 

I felt I would soon take flight 
As I danced round the room 

I wondered 'Is this what they mean by ZOOM !' 
 

Fay Wheeler 



A LOST GRANDMA 
 

The computer swallowed Grandma. 
Yes, honestly it’s true! 

She pressed “control “and “enter”, 
And disappeared from view. 
It devoured her completely 

The thought just makes me squirm. 
She must have caught a virus, 

Or been eaten by a worm. 
I’ve searched through the recycle bin, 

And files of every kind; 
I’ve even used the Internet, 

But nothing did I find. 
I’ve just consulted Google, 

My searches to define. 
The reply from them was negative, 

Not a thing was found online. 
So if inside your ”inbox”, 

My Grandma you should see, 
Please ”Copy, Scan and Paste” her, 

And send her back to me. 
Anon 

 
And, finally, the winner of last year's Produce Show Limerick Competition 
 

DIGITAL AGE 
 

It asks me for password and pin, 
Which recalling puts me in a spin, 

Is it birthdays or places? 
Or numbers without spaces? 

And all this just to log in. 
 

Jane Arigho 
 
The views expressed in the Link are those of its contributors and not necessarily shared by the 
publishers and editor. The placing of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation or 
approval of the goods or services of advertisers and no liability for the same is accepted by the 
publishers or editor. Nothing within the Link magazine may be copied or reproduced in whole or in 
part without the written permission of the publishers. Legal liability is not accepted for any 
misstatements, errors or omissions. ã2020 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Editor’s Note: The editor reserves the right to amend any article submitted for publication. 
To be included in ‘The Link’, all articles and reports submitted must have the subscriber’s 
name at the end, although this may not always be published. 

 



PARISH OF HYDE 
church.office@fordingbridge.com or 01425 653163 (weekdays 10.30 – 12.00) 

  
Rector of the Avon Valley Churches: CANON GARY PHILBRICK - 01425 839622 

Assistant Priest: CANON MICHAEL ANDERSON - 01425 471490 
Assistant Priest: REVD KATE WILSON - 01425 540669 

Benefice Curate: REVD MICHAEL TROTMAN - 07525 662999 
 

Hyde Churchwardens 

MRS HEATHER CLARK - clarksinfrogham@gmail.com or 01425 656820 
MR MARTIN INGS - martinings@yahoo.com or 01425 471594 

 
Other Hyde Church Officers 

Vice-Chair:      Mr Julian Sims - 07887 637047 
Secretary:      Mrs Carrie Darke - darkefamily@btinternet.com 
Treasurer :      Mrs Anne Edwards - anniepedwards@outlook.com or 01425 653888 
Electoral Roll:       Mrs Sheilah Collis - sheilah.collis@doctors.org.uk or 01425 470343 
Men’s Group:      Mr John Lyon - 01425 652193 
Mothers’ Union:      Mrs Jan Houghton-Brown - 01425 655596 
Choir Leader:       Mrs Barbara Strong - 01425 654071 
Young Church Leader: Mrs Carol Sims - carol-a.sims@tiscali.co.uk or 01425 654259 
Sick Visiting:      Mrs Brenda Dow - 01425 653928 
Vergers:       Mr Jeremy Houghton-Brown & Mrs Glynis Herridge 
Church Comm. Centre Booking Officer:  Mrs Sylvia Sims - 07887 637048 
 

 
PARISH OF RINGWOOD WITH ELLINGHAM AND HARBRIDGE 

office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk or 01425 489898 (weekdays 11.30 - 13.30) 
 
Vicar of Ringwood with Ellingham and Harbridge: REVD MATTHEW TRICK - 01425 489898 

Licensed Lay Minister (Ellingham): Mr RICHARD POWELL - 01202 841538 
 

Ringwood with Ellingham and Harbridge Churchwardens 

MRS JACQUELINE BROWN  
Mr MATTHEW STEELE - 07976 3811333 

 
Other Church Officers 

ELLINGHAM 
Assistant Warden:      Mr Michael Lingam-Willgoss - 01425 477373. 
Verger:       Mrs Lindsay Burtenshaw - 07966 455809 
Organist       Mrs Barbara Strong - 01425 654071  
Church Hall:       ehamchurch@gmail.com or please contact a Churchwarden 

 

HARBRIDGE 
Assistant Warden:      Vanessa Linda - Vanessa.linda@btinternet.com or 01202 822406 

LINK MAGAZINE OFFICERS 
Chair:   Heather Clark - clarksinfrogham@gmail.com 
Editor:   ehhlinkmagazine.editor@gmail.com 
Assistant Editor:  Peter Chew - pands.chew@gmail.com  
Advertising:  Martin Ings - ehhlinkmagazine.advertising@gmail.com 
Subscriptions & Distribution Sylvia Sims - 07887 637048 



 

 
 

Hyde Pre-School and Hedgehog Toddler Group 
 

We are a small, friendly community run Pre-School operating from 
Hyde Church Community Centre during term time. 

 Monday and Wednesday 9am to 3pm 
 Tuesday Hedgehog Toddler Group Birth to 5 years 10am to 

11.30am 
 Thursday 9am to 1pm Forest Schools at dedicated 

woodland  
 Friday 9am to 1pm 

Please contact Gina Dawkins 07795 570041 or Elaine Royle 07585 
907230 or email us at hydepreschool@gmail.com 

Graded OUTSTANDING by OFSTED Registered Charity No 1029309 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

UPHOLSTERY 
 

  Sofas & armchairs 
recovered 

 
  Footstools & 

headboards made  
to order 

 
  Comprehensive range 

of quality fabrics 
 
 

01425 480 530 
 

www.nigelpriceupholstery.co.uk 

NIGEL PRICE 

 

Ellingham Church Hall 
 
 
 
 
 

Our modern, well-equipped church hall is available  
to hire. We can seat up to 80 people in the hall,  

and have a large and modern kitchen.  
Ideal for meetings, functions, parties etc. We have ample 
parking spaces and you get use of the garden area as well. 

To make a booking please contact 
ehamchurch@gmail.com 



Steve Biedermann 
 

Landscaping 
 

Patios Laid – All Groundwork 
Block Paving – Driveways 

(Approved Installer) 
Fencing (All Types) – Gates Erected 

Cleft Chestnut Fencing 
Turfing – Artificial Lawns 
Digger work – Drainage 

Hedge Cutting and Removal 
 

Phone Steve  
01425 654056 or 07977 856647 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 

Call Linley or Hilary 
0787 9762790 

Glen Brook Ringwood Road North 

mandyscattery@gmail.com 

mandys-cattery.co.uk 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group Buying Power brings you the latest 
and competitive oil prices on the market 

Already trusted! Proudly local and independent! 
www.groupbuyingpower.co.uk 

save@groupbuyingpower.co.uk 
0845 653 1033 

Free Membership – No joining fees 

 
Discover great savings 

on your heating 
oil bills with  

Group Buying Power 
ON YOUR HOME HEATING OIL 
SAVE 
 



 



 
 

 



 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Arborists & Foresters 
Fully Insured & NPTC Qualified 

 
Tree Surgery 

 
Tree Felling 

 
Tree Planting 

 
Hedge Cutting 

 
Woodland Management 

 
Firewood 

 
Call 01425 654772 or 07854330937 

For A Free Estimate Or Advice 

 



 

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE 

PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE 

 PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE 
  

 
SIMON HOUSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 

 
Domestic, Commercial and Agricultural Installations 

Re-Wires 
Extra Sockets & Lights 
Fuseboard Upgrades 

 
Elecsa Approved Contractor 

 

Tel: 01425 656643  Mobile: 07870970539 
 

 
IVOR W. HALLETT 

 
GRASS CUTTING – LAWNS ANY SIZE 

PADDOCKS HARROWED & CUT 
LAWN TREATMENT & SCARIFYING 

FENCING & HEDGE CUTTTING 
 

Telephone : 01425-472876 Mobile : 07721-464482 
 



 

 
 
 
 
  

 

STEVE LOMAS 
R.F.S. Cert.arb., HNC arb., M.arbor.A. 

 
TREE SURGEON 

 

All aspects of Tree Work & Hedge Cutting to BS 3998 
 

QUALIFIED, INSURED & EFFIECIENT 
 

For FREE quote or consultation 
 

VERWOOD 01202 829685 
 

MOBILE : 07788 770166 

 

 

Rob and Heidi are here to offer guidance and support as 
Eden Funeral Directors.  As a truly independent funeral 

director, we offer the very best personalised and individual 
service with compassionate and thoughtful advice 

throughout, giving you peace of mind. 
Contact us on 01425 837080 (24 Hrs) or visit us at 

Rose Cottage, Castleman Way, Ringwood BH24 3BA  

www.edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
Proud members of the N.A.F.D 



 

 
 



 
 
  

 

GREGORY ADAMS 
 
 
 
 

Flat Roofing Specialists 
www.gregoryadamsroofing.co.uk 

 
 

High Performance Torch on Felt Systems 
 
 

Slates, Tiles & Lead Work 
UPVC, Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

 
 

Repair work undertaken 
 
 

External Cleaning 
Roof cleaning 

UPVC Fascias, soffits, guttering & cladding 
 
 

FREE ADVICE & QUOTATIONS 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Fully Insured 
 
 

Tel: 01425 476 635 
 

21 Anson Close, Ringwood, Hants, BH24 1XN 
 
 
 
 

V.A.T Reg. No 872 0921 25 
Registered in England No. 8927878 

Registered Office: 21 Anson Close Ringwood Hampshire BH24 1XN 



 
 
 
  

 

 
 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists 
 

A local company specialising in the cleaning of carpets,  
upholstery, dry cleaning curtains (in situ) and leather suites. 

 
Please call or visit our website for a full list of our services. 

 
For professional advice & free quotations, phone 

 
0800 215 5505 

 
enquiries@newforestcleaning.co.uk 

 

www.newforestcleaning.co.uk 
 

NEW FOREST CLEANING COMPANY LTD 

I.N. NEWMAN LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Monumental Masons 
OFFICES IN FORDINGBRIDGE AND SALISBURY 

 

 + 24 hour day/night service + Help with all funeral aspects 
 + Home visits if required + Pre-Pay Funeral Plans 
 + Flowers arranged + Funeral catering 
 + Service sheets + A complete service 

 

+   Private Chapels of Rest 
 

Griffin House Griffin Mews 
55 Winchester Street  22 High Street 
Salisbury Fordingbridge 
01722 413136 01425 656286 

 

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED & CONTROLLED BUSINESS 



 

 

 
 
 
  

MICHAEL CASH 
 

 
 

FOR ALL THOSE ODD JOBS THAT NEED CARRYING OUT 
 

FITTING BATHROOMS - NEW KITCHENS 
CLEARING GUTTERS - CLEANING PATIOS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE & COMPUTER REPAIRS  
 

GENERAL REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

Mobile 07814 924276 

HEATING & PLUMBING ENGINEER 
BOILERS / HEATING / GAS / 

LPG PLUMBING 
BATHROOMS 

CALL MARK AT 

MPB PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES  

TEL: 07843 242729 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
   

MILLERS 
 

ANTIQUES 
Netherbrook House, 

86 Christchurch Road, 
Ringwood, BH24 1DR 

Tel: 01425 472062 
mail@millers-antiques.co.uk 
www.millers-antiques.co.uk 

Large stocks of antiques and decorative accessories  
displayed in extensive Georgian showrooms. 

 
Furniture restoration in our own workshop. 

 
Member of LAPADA 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 
 
  

 
 
       All Estimates Free     Personal Attention 

 

Michael Shutler 
 

General Builder 
Extensions / Alterations 
Internal / External Decoration 

 
 
 
 
 

Email hashutler@hotmail.com 
Telephone/Fax. 01425 653087 Mobile 07714 288182 

GORLEY CROSS COTTAGE 
NORTH GORLEY 

FORDINGBRIDGE, HANTS 
SP6 2PQ 

Any Job, big or small 
Free Advice, give me a call! 

 

 Nigel Bush  
 
 

Decorating, carpentry, refurbishment  
and renovation. 

 
Including repairs to old and rotten woodwork, 

kitchen fitting and fitting of built-in wardrobes, etc. 
 

Tel: (01425) 471464 
07733 230203 

 
E-mail: nigel_bush@sky.com 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

Watson Electrical Services are experienced, reliable and 
professional team of electricians which operates in retail, 
commercial, domestic and industrial markets, from small 
upgrades to complete installations. 
 
We're dedicated to delivering a quality and tailored service at 
competitive prices, for all our clients whatever electrical services 
you require we are more than happy to undertake it.  
 
All of our work is guaranteed and we will test and certify any work 
we have carried out for you, as well as provide you with a 
certificate, Watson Electrical Services undertakes the following 
electrical services: 
 

 Main Bonding to gas and water pipes  
 Complete rewiring / Partial rewiring  
 Waterproof outdoor sockets / Additional plug sockets  
 Consumer units and Distribution boards 
 Electric showers  
 Office / Dado / Power trunking 
 Data and Networking 
 Outdoor and Security lighting 
 Display lighting 

 

We offer the following electrical testing services: 
 Electrical Condition reports  
 Portable Appliance Testing [PAT]  

 

There are many reasons to choose Watson Electrical Services 
Ltd: 

 Part P registered 
 Free quotes for domestic and commercial work 
 Fully qualified staff  
 Friendly and reliable  
 Competitive prices  
 NICEIC Domestic installers 
For your free estimate call or email us today! 

 

T 01425 653113    M 07970 306959  

Email: watsonelectricalservices@hotmail.com 



 



 

 

 


