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THE ORDER  

FOR  

EVENSONG  
 

(EVENING PRAYER) 

 

(The Book of  Common Prayer) 
 

 

(If  you would like the full text for the Service,  

the Book of  Common Prayer is available.) 



2 



3 

Welcome to Evensong 
 

Our evening worship uses the Book of Common Prayer form called 

‘Evensong’, a combination of Vespers (Evening Prayer) and Compline 

(Night Prayer) devised by Thomas Cranmer and intended to be sung.   

Evensong is a unique product of the English Church. The service    

provides a framework in which Scripture is read and explored.    

Readings from the Bible are therefore supported with Psalms,       

Canticles, and prayer.   The music we hear, whether sung by all, or on 

our behalf by the choir, is offered to God and gives us space to make 

the worship it offers our own. 

 

As an aid to your prayer, the left and side of each double page contains 

notes and thoughts in italics to explain the service, and to help you in 

your prayer.   The main text of the service is printed on the right hand 

side of each double page. 

 

Please feel free to join in the words printed in bold and to join in 

singing hymns as you wish.   Singing hymns gives us a chance to join 

our voices together in praising God; if you don’t know the hymn, don’t 

worry, do just join in as much as you want to. 

 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most 

Holy Place by the blood of Jesus; and since we have a great priest over the 

house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance 

of faith. 

Hebrews 10:19,21,22  
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Reflections 

 

Opening Sentence 

   
The Minister may open the service with an appropriate  

verse from the Bible.  

As we gather this offers us time to be quiet  

and focus our thoughts on God. 

 

Opening Responses   
 

The Minister leads the first lines of these, all respond.  These words from 

Psalms 51:15 and 70:1 are a response of praise to the God of mercy 

who forgives all who turn to him in sorrow for their wrongdoing. 

 

These words are the ‘Gloria’, a traditional form of words of worship and 

praise, a doxological statement. 

 

 

The final response here is from Psalm 113:1. 
 
 

Psalm 
 

Psalms were composed to be sung and come from the ancient worship of 

the Jerusalem Temple.  The English style of singing Psalms is distinctive. 

In the Psalter are words or poetry to offer praise, thanks,  

petitions, laments, and meditations to the God who hears us.  From a 

book of 150 Psalms,  different ones are selected for us each week. 

The Psalm closes with the Gloria. 

 

Old Testament Reading 
 

The Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible, tells us about the relationship be-

tween the God of Israel and his covenant people.  Here we hear words of 

history, law and prophecy. 
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 Order of Service 
 

 

A Hymn may be sung 

 

 

The Minister reads The Opening Sentence 
 

 

Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips.  

All:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

Minister: O God, make speed to save us. 

All:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Minister: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; 

All:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  AMEN. 

 

Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 

All:  The Lord's Name be praised. 

 

Then shall be said or sung The Psalm  

(The Psalms will be announced and are to be found in the Prayer Book or 

on a sheet).  At the end: 
 

Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son :  

and | to the | Holy | Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be :  

world without | end. | A- | MEN. 

 

 

Sit for the Old Testament Lesson 
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Magnificat 
 

The Magnificat, Mary’s poem of praise (see Luke 1:46-55) when she 

hears that she will bear God’s son Jesus, sings of the fulfilment of God’s 

promise of justice, lasting freedom, and peace to all peoples, through   

Jesus Christ dwelling among us.  This has been sung in evening services 

every day for over a thousand years.  It closes with the Gloria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Testament Reading 
 

The New Testament consists of varied writings of the early church.   

The Gospels tell us about the fulfilment of the Old Testament promises 

of God in the coming of his Son Jesus to participate with us in our      

human life and death and therefore our invitation to participate with 

him in his new life beyond death. 

Acts tells us some stories of the early Church. 

The Epistles are written in the form of letters by early Christians. 

The final book of the New Testament, Revelation, tells of a prophetic    

vision of the perfection of God’s kingdom on earth. 
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Stand for The Magnificat (Said or sung) 

 

My soul doth | magnify the | Lord :  

and my spirit hath re- | joiced in | God my | Saviour. 

For | he hath re- | garded the | lowliness | of  

his | handmaiden. 

For be- | hold from | henceforth :  

all gener- | ations shall | call me | bless-ed. 

For he that is | mighty hath | magnified me : 

and | holy | is his | Name. 

And his mercy is on | them that | fear him :  

through- | out all | gener- | ations. 

He hath shewed | strength with his | arm :  

he hath scattered the proud, in the imagin- | ation | of their | 

hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty | from their | seat :  

and hath ex- | alted the | humble and | meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with | good | things :  

and the rich | he hath sent | empty a- | way. 

He re- | membering his | mercy :  

hath | holpen his | servant | Israel ; 

As he promised | to our | forefathers :  

Abraham | and his | seed for | ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son :  

and | to the | Holy | Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be : world 

without | end. | A- | MEN. 

 

 

Sit for the New Testament Lesson 
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Nunc Dimittis 

 

This cancticle, originally sung at the night service of Compline, is      

Simeon’s prayer upon meeting the newborn Jesus of Nazareth         

(see Luke 2:29-32). 

 

It reminds us that, in Jesus, all our strivings can finally cease. 

Simeon’s song also helps us to recognise that we can be at peace:      

for the Light of the World has come to save us.   

It closes with the Gloria. 

 

 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

Hebrews 4:14 calls us to ‘hold firmly to the faith we profess’. 

I Peter 3:15 tells us to be ever ready to ‘give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reasons for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and respect.’ 
 

Reminded by the readings and canticles of the grace God has show to us 

in becoming one of us, we are invited to declare together the story of 

faith. 

 

These traditional words were agreed in the early Church and passed 

down through generations of Christians. 

Here we have the opportunity to make them our own. 
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Stand for The Nunc Dimittis (Said or sung) 

 

Lord now lettest thou thy servant  

de- | part in | peace : ac- | cording | to thy | word. 

For mine eyes have | seen thy sal- | vation :  

which thou hast prepared before the | face of |  

all | people; 

To be a light to | lighten the | Gentiles :  

and to be the | glory . of thy | people | Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son :  
and | to the | Holy | Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be : world 

without | end. | A- | MEN. 

 

Stand for the Apostles’ Creed 

  

I believe in God  

All: the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived 

by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary:  Suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended 

into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead: He       

ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty: From thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholick Church;      

The Communion of Saints: The Forgiveness of sins:             

The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  

AMEN. 
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Prayers and Responses 
 

The Minister and Choir people sing this further set of responsorial prayers 

to focus our thoughts toward intercession. 

This three-part traditional response is known as the ‘Kyrie Eleison’ because 

of the Greek in which it has its origins. 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Jesus taught his disciples to pray using these words (Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 

11:2-4).  This has been handed down through the centuries.  In just a few 

words, this prayer speaks of relationship with God, his greatness, a desire 

that his kingdom may be seen on earth, and a devotion to his will.   We 

ask that he might satisfy our basic needs, and that we might know his  

forgiveness, sharing that same forgiveness with others, and be guided and 

protected in living well.  We use a traditional form tonight. 

 

Responses 
 

Our further responses speak of God as just and forgiving, who asks us to 

turn to him who reveals himself to us, and who gives us the means of 

grace in Jesus Christ.  Thus we pray using words derived from the Psalms 

for ourselves, Our government, our country, and our Church. 

These first responses come from Psalm 85:7 and Psalm 20:9 
 

See Psalm 132:9 

 
See Psalm 28:9 

 

 

See Psalm 55 
 

 

 

See Psalm 51:10-11 
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Minister: The Lord be with you.  

All: And with thy spirit. 
 

Kneel 
 

Minister: Let us pray. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Minister: Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

All: Our Father, 

 which art in heaven,  

 Hallowed be thy Name.        

 Thy kingdom come.   

 Thy will be done in earth,  As it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread.   

 And forgive us our trespasses,  

 As we forgive them that trespass against us.   

 And lead us not into temptation,  

 But deliver us from evil.  

 AMEN. 
 

Minister: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

All: And grant us thy salvation. 
 

Minister: O Lord, save the Queen. 

All: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Minister: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

All: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

Minister:  O Lord, save thy people. 

All: And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

All: Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 
 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

All: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
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The Collects 
 

These prayers of summary draw  together the major concerns of all 

Christian people on any given Sunday. 

The Collect for the Day is prayed throughout the worlds on this day, and 

so ‘collects’ together the prayers of all God’s people.   In Lent and Advent 

this is followed by an additional collect marking the solemn seasons of 

the Church’s year. 

The Collect for Peace prays that we might learn from the goodness and 

justice of God, and that we might live in a peaceful and safe world. 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils is again a traditional prayer for   

protection and for light in times of trouble. 

 

The Anthem 
 

The Choir sings a piece of music chosen to fit with the rest of the     

service.   The Minister will tell us about the text for our meditation as 

the Choir sings on our behalf.  The music gives us an opportunity to    

listen to God in the silence of our own hearts. 

 

Sermon 
 

The sermon is an opportunity to reflect more on God as the preacher 

engages with and unfolds the theology we have been hearing during the 

service. 

 

The Prayers 
 

We lift particular prayers for the Church, the world, and those in need, 

before God.   The person who is leading the intercessions will advise us of 

any response that is to be said. 

 

The Grace 
 

This is a way of greeting each other after prayer, and is one way we see 

St Paul ‘signing off ’ at the end of a letter to the early Church  
(See 2 Corinthians 13:14) 
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Then shall follow The Collect for the Day, and  

The Collects for Peace and Aid Against Perils 

 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world 

cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy command-

ments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 

enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits 

of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  AMEN. 

 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mer-

cy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of 

thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 

 

An Anthem or Hymn may be sung 

 

 

The Sermon 

 

 

A Hymn may be sung 

 

 

The Prayers, which may end with: 

 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 

all evermore.  AMEN. 
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Blessing 
 

The Minister will pray God’s blessing upon us as we prepare to leave the 

Church at the start of this new week. 

 

 

 

Organ Voluntary 

 

This final piece of music offers us more space for prayer and reflection 

as we go out. 
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A Hymn may be sung, during which the Collection will be received 

 

Remain standing for The Final Prayer and  

The Blessing, to which all reply AMEN. 

 

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: In the name of Christ.  AMEN. 

 

Please do stay and listen to The Organ Voluntary 
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