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In this issue 

St Giles Godshill, Sandleheath Church and St Mary’s Fordingbridge 
are part of Avon Valley Churches.  

Our Values: Growing in Faith, Reaching Out to All 

Our Vision: To live the mission of Jesus 
Our Aim:   We are here to share the love of God by knowing  
Jesus and making him known to others  
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Mark Ward writes:  

Belief sustains us but what is truth? 

BBC4 Saturday evenings have been a staple since 2010. First 
Scandi dramas and other European series and one from Israel.  
Recently Montalbano repeats required an alternative - Amazon 
Prime TV.  

Six series of “The Bureau”, a French espionage series was full of 
moral dilemmas before we came across “The Americans”, (all 75 
episodes).  

Philip and Elizabeth Jennings are an “all American couple” who run 
their travel agency business in Washington D.C. set between 1981 
& 1987. They are also Russian agents, living a double life under 
the nose of neighbour (& eventually Philip’s best friend) Stan  
Beeman, an FBI agent. With scant regard for the safety and  
upbringing of their children, Paige and Henry, they engage in  
killing sprees to access secrets for Mother Russia. With multiple 
disguises and aliases both entice others into intimate relationships 
with no regard to what happens to them.   

They are a mixture of absolute obedience to their homeland yet 
lack any moral compass for those they manipulate. Finally Philip 
doubts yet Elizabeth remains single-minded even getting Paige  
involved. Philip does little to stop what happens so excusing him is 
difficult. 

Paige’s teenage years are manipulated by her parents. She meets 
a girl on a bus who leads her to a local church and to “Pastor Tim” 
who brings her to Jesus and she eventually spills the beans about 
her parents to him causing them a dilemma, hatching a plan to fin-
ish him off, which is never carried out. Pastor Tim is manipulation 
by the Russian machine as they get him a job (unbeknown to him) 
in Argentina to get him out of the way. Sadly Paige loses her faith 
in God and for a time finds faith in her mother’s view of Russia, 
although in the end she is redeemed. 

There’s a lot more to this series. There are people we maybe 
shouldn’t like but we see humanity through them and there are 
those who should be moral but aren’t. Nearly everyone is a  
mixture of good and not so good.  

It made me think of the struggle of the early church from the time 
Jesus began his ministry. Who was this man, was he goodness or a 
sorcerer? Those who killed him – were they mistaken or out to 
crush him because they knew his saving power was putting them 
at risk?  

Then we meet those who seek to advance the church and those 
who try to destroy it. Saul persecuted the early church; his was a 
mission not unlike that of the Jennings – crushing those with a  
different belief with a fervour driven by other beliefs. Saul had a 
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life-changing event on the road to Damascus and spent the rest of 
his life working for Jesus. He moved from trashing the lives of  
others to giving up his own life to the service of God. 

Pastor Tim had a dilemma, should he call the FBI and snitch on 
the Jennings’ or should he be bound by confidentiality? When he, 
in Argentina, got a call from FBI agent Beeman, he made the 
wrong decision, even though he knew deep down that these  
people and this evil needed to be stopped. 

Belief can support evil as it can support good. We have to hope 

and pray that good will always triumph, that God will always  

triumph and that we will see good and evil for what it is. 

Mark Ward 

 

Warden’s View: Hard Times 

 
As the country emerges from lockdown, it is a natural instinct to 
look back at the sheer scale of disaster the UK has suffered in  
recent months. The tragic loss of life, economic problems and  
social misery have been all too real for so many of us and the 
looming prospect of a difficult recovery with inevitable job losses, 
empty shop fronts and daunting national budget problems look  
almost as bad. And yet, bad as all this is, it is important to keep a 
sense of proportion... 
 
Try to imagine what it was like for our forebears emerging from 
the end of the First World War after 4 years of that horrific conflict. 
Over a million young men lost or crippled, countless girls with no 
hope of a partner, truly desperate public finances and hundreds of 
thousands of demobilised soldiers desperately seeking work. Then 
on top of that came the dark terror of the Spanish Influenza  
Epidemic with another quarter of a million deaths focussed so  
cruelly on the young and healthy. As a little boy I can still  
remember my grandfather’s extreme reluctance to shake hands, 
my mother’s ‘maiden’ aunts living alone and my father’s hesitant 
and awkward explanation to me of the endless lists of names on so 
many war memorials. And yet bad as all that was... 
 
St Mary’s Breamore was probably founded as a Royal Minster for 
Ethelred the Unready, almost a century before the Conquest. What 
makes it so rare and unusual is that the main Saxon structure was 
not only huge by the standards of the time but quite remarkably, it 
is still much as it was then and would still be recognisable to that 
very first Norman arrival whose spurs rang on the stone flagged 
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 floor as he gazed up at our Saxon Rood. Except that if he saw the 
place today he might well ask what happened to the rest of the 
building, because to him, much of the original Church would be 
missing. The reason for that was the Black Death. When that  
terrible plague swept through Hampshire and into Breamore in 
1348 it literally wiped out the population as it went, leaving much 
of the region looking like some green desert, without people, 
priests or money. From what the historians tell us, the building 
then gradually fell into disrepair, neglect and ruin for almost a 
hundred years, right into the middle of the following century. Even 
then, after such a long period of recovery, the crumbling building 
was still far too big for the reduced local population, the old manor 
house was long abandoned and the Priory had barely survived.  
Over time there had been some economic recovery but the wealth 
available was insufficient to restore the whole Church, so  
substantial parts of it were demolished to salvage the stone and 
restoration work was limited to just the core of the structure. Try 
to imagine what it must all have been like for the local people in 
those days - a gap in time so great that no-one alive could  
remember what it was like to worship in their own church with a 
full congregation.   
 
So, bad as times may now seem to us, we need to keep that sense 
of proportion in our minds. None of us know for sure what the fu-
ture will hold but previous generations have faced far worse and 
still come through. Those bright sunlit uplands may seem a long 
way off but one thing is sure: recovery will always be easier with 
family, friends and community around us and of course, we can all 
sleep easier knowing we are under His watch.   
 

Richard Williams   

The Great British Snake Off 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 
  
When you think of snakes, you might picture a fat boa constrictor 
basking beside a Brazilian river, or a king cobra rearing up from 
the dust of an Indian plain. Snakes seem too exotic for the often 
cold, wet and windy weather of the UK. But snakes are adaptable 
creatures, found on every continent but Antarctica.   
Here are the UK’s three species of snake. 
 
The biggest: grass snakes 

The grass snake is our longest snake, growing to well over a  
metre. They're usually a grey-green colour and most easily  
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 recognised by the black and yellow collar behind the head. They 
have dark eyes with round pupils, whereas adders have elliptical 
pupils in their bright red eyes. 

Grass snakes can be found in areas with long grass often near  
water, including garden ponds. They’re excellent swimmers and 
regularly feed on fish, frogs, toads and newts. Grass snakes are 
our only egg-laying native snake.   

Grass snakes are not venomous. They’re very shy creatures and 
will quickly slither away if they are disturbed. If they don’t have an 
escape route, they may play dead and roll onto their back with 
their tongue hanging out. As a last resort, if they’re handled, they 
can also release a foul-smelling liquid from their vent.  

The most misunderstood: adder 
Our only venomous native snake, the adder has picked up a bad 
reputation and often inspires fear. Bites can occasionally be serious 
(and should always be immediately checked at a hospital), but 
they aren’t aggressive and rarely bite people. Most bites happen 
when a snake is handled or stood on.  
Adders prefer wilder habitats than grass snakes, like heaths, 
woodland rides, and coastal dunes. They are rarely found in  
gardens.  They’re shorter but stockier than a grass snake, and are 
usually grey-brown with a distinctive zig-zag pattern along the 

Grass snake © Danny Green 
2020VISION 
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 back. Male adders ‘dance’ to fight over females, entwining with 
each other and trying to wrestle the other male to the ground.  
Instead of laying eggs, females incubate them internally and ‘give 
birth’ to up to 20 live young. 

The rarest: smooth snake 
Snakes are secretive and hard to see at the best of times, but 
smooth snakes are so rare that very few people in the UK are likely 
to have seen one. They’re found across mainland 
Europe, but in Great Britain are only found on a few sandy heaths 
in southern England: in Dorset, Hampshire, Surrey, West Sussex 
and Devon.   
 
Smooth snakes grow up to about 70cm long, are slender and  
usually grey or dark brown, with dark markings along the back. 
The dark markings aren’t as distinct as an adder’s zig-zags, and 
they have round pupils (compared to the adder’s elliptical pupils). 
 
Smooth snakes aren’t venomous. They catch their prey with their 
teeth and coil their body around it like a constrictor, most often 
feeding on lizards and small mammals. 
Alice Ashcroft 

Find out more about your local wildlife at hiwwt.org.uk 
 

Notes from recent PCC meetings 

At the time of writing, papers regarding the Simplification Process 
can be accessed on the AVC website, as well as paper copies 
made available for those without the technology. Everyone is  
invited to ask questions, tell the PCCs what they think about the 
proposal for the four parishes  to come together as one, with one 
PCC and Local Church Committees looking after each church.  
Various meetings have been arranged (See Partners) and each 
PCC must vote. Fordingbridge PCC meet on 10 September to 
vote, amongst other business matters. On 23rd September there 
will be a joint meeting of the four PCCs to declare their vote.  

Judith Dowsett 



8 

 
This Month’s Quiz – Tea Time! 

1. Which part of the tea plant is used for tea making? 

2. Which country is the world’s second largest producer of tea? 

3. In which year did the Boston Tea Party take place? 

4. In which language does tea translate as ‘Cha’? 

5. What tea from West Bengal is known as ‘The Champagne of 

Teas’? 

6. What innovation was introduced into the UK by Tetleys in 1953? 

7. Which musical features the song ‘Tea for Two’?  

8. What aromatic oil flavours Earl Grey tea?  

9. In which children’s novel does the Mad Hatters Tea Party take 

place? 

10. What were the waitresses in the Lyons Corner House known as? 

(Answers on p29)  

What is Holy Cross Day?    

Celebrated on September 14th, Holy Cross day is a day which 
honours and commemorates the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made 
on the cross for our salvation. This holiday is also known as “The 
Triumph of the Cross” in the Roman Catholic Church and as the 
“Exaltation of the Holy Cross” in the eastern church. 

 

Collect for Holy Cross Day.  

Almighty God, 
who in the passion of your blessed Son 
made an instrument of painful death 
to be for us the means of life and peace: 
grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ 
that we may gladly suffer for his sake; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Ice Cream rose  Helen Tague 

AVC SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 

Available live on our Facebook page and Website 

or afterwards on YouTube. 

‘Avon Valley Churches’ 
 

Every weekday 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 

Mondays & Wednesdays   9.00am  Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

 

Mondays   11.00am   Assembly 

Wednesdays    11.00am   Messy Church 

Fridays   11.00am   Open the Book Online 

All available on AVC Children, Youth and Families Facebook page 

 

Saturdays   10.00am   The Saturday Conversation 

 

Sunday 6th September  8.15am   Holy Communion at Fordingbridge 

   10.00am   Holy Communion at Hyde and online 

   10.00am   Morning Service at Hale 

   6.00pm   Sanctus online 

 

Sunday 13th September  8.15am   Holy Communion at Hyde 

   10.00am   Holy Communion and Mike Trotman’s fare-  

   well at Fordingbridge and online 

   6.00pm   Evening Prayer online 

 

Sunday 20th September  8.15am   Holy Communion at Fordingbridge and online 

   10.00am   Morning Service at Woodgreen and online 

   10.00am   Mattins at Breamore 

   6.00pm   Sanctus 

 

Sunday 27th September  8.15am    Holy Communion at Breamore 

   10.00am   Morning Service at Fordingbridge and online 

   10.00am   Holy Communion at Hyde 

   6.00pm   Evening Prayer online 
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 Photos from the Licensing of Revd Nicky  
Davies as Team Vicar and of Cate Edmonds 
and Shuna George as Associate Priests on 
Tuesday 11th August in the Minster Church, 
Axminster. Canon Gary represented AVC.  
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Services resumed in AVC 
churches on Sunday 2nd 
August with Morning 
Service at St Mary’s 
Breamore  

From the Avon Valley Churches Parish Registers 
 

Funerals 

July 30th   Elaine Micklewright   Hyde 

 31st   Andrew Coles (memorial service) Hyde 
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What To Do In The Garden  

• Order and apply nematodes this month for 
control against vine weevil larvae, slugs 
and lawn pests such as chafer grubs and 
leather jackets.  

• As the month progresses, check that your soil and compost 
temperatures are still high enough for nematodes to be  
effective. 

• Lightly trim beech and hornbeam hedges in early September 
to keep them neat and to provide screening through winter. 
This will allow time for some regrowth, and the new, juvenile 
foliage will be held on the hedge throughout the winter 
months. 

• September is a good time to take semi-ripe cuttings. A large 
range of plants can be propagated this way, including hebes, 
privet, heathers and viburnums. 

• Clean out cold frames and greenhouses so that they are 
ready for use in the autumn. 

• Collect and sow seed from perennials and hardy annuals.  
Relocate self-seeded biennials, for example foxgloves and 
teasels, if they are not growing in suitable locations. 

• After harvest, ensure that the canes of summer-cropping 
raspberries have been pruned; cut back to ground level,  
ensuring no stubs are left. Select strong, young canes that 
have grown this year and tie them in 8-10cm (3-4in) apart 
along wire supports. 

• Continue to feed and water tomatoes: cropping in the  
greenhouse can continue well into autumn. 

• Dahlia, Begonia, Impatiens and other tender perennials can 
flower for at least another month so continue to feed and  
water. 
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• Start to reduce the frequency of houseplant watering. 

• Clean out your bird bath this month and continue to keep them 
topped up with fresh water through autumn. 

• Plant new strawberry plants for fruiting next year as soon as 
possible. 

• Choose and plant bulbs now, but wait until November to plant 
tulips. 

• Net ponds in preparation for leaf fall. 

• Autumn lawn care can begin this month if the grass is growing 
strongly. Scarifying (raking out thatch), aerating (spiking), top-
dressing and reseeding will improve the health and appearance 
of lawns. 

Graham Fry 

News from Fordingbridge Museum  

A Local Celebrity... Who lived not far from Fordingbridge, was a  
photographer, an author, an illustrator, a prolific diarist, an Oscar winning set 
and costume designer for the stage and films, a painter and an arbiter of 
taste and fashion? The answer is Cecil Beaton. 

Beaton was born in Hampstead in 1904 to an upper middle class family whose 
money came from his father’s timber business.  His mother was the daughter 
of a blacksmith. When he was still a teenager he became interested in  
photography and was encouraged in his interest by his nanny who lent him 
her Kodak 3A folding camera and helped him set up a dark room. He took  
pictures of his elegant sisters in their garden and sent them to society  
magazines who were pleased to publish them. By the time he went to  
Cambridge University in the 1920’s his photos had been published in the  
prestigious Vogue Magazine. He was supported by the eccentric Sitwell family 
who introduced him to their aristocratic literary and artistic friends.  

He studied Archaeology and History at Cambridge but left without a degree in 
1925. He become a member of a bohemian group of aristocrats and socialites 
who were nicknamed by the tabloid press as the Bright Young Things.  This 
elite group held outrageous parties where they cavorted in fancy dress and 
generally did their best to shock by drinking, partying and experimenting with 
drugs.  

In 1930 Beaton found the derelict and isolated Ashcombe House on Cranborne 
Chase.  He arranged to lease the house and set about restoring the building, 
the outbuildings and the gardens, transforming it into a rural idyll. For the 
next 15 years film stars, aristocrats, artists, aesthetes, writers and eccentrics 
were roped into help decorate the interiors, make amateur films and take part 
in extravagant parties. He bought 30 white doves to ornament the grounds 
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 and encouraged his artist friends to decorate the rooms with garish designs to 
match his bizarre furniture. All this time his fame as a photographer of the 
royal family and celebrities as well as his set and costume designs brought 
him wealth and made him a household name. He was devastated when, in 
1945, the lease ran out and was not renewed by the owners. 

In 1947 he bought the beautiful 17th century Reddish House in Broad Chalke 
and set about redesigning the interior and extending the property. Helped by 
his gardener, Jack Smallpiece, he transformed the grounds and added a water 
garden in the meadow in front of the house. Although the extravagant parties 
became a thing of the past he still had a constant stream of interesting  
visitors such as Bianca Jagger, David Hockney and Greta Garbo. He spent 
much of the year away working on theatre and film projects and increasingly 
pined for the seclusion and peace of his beloved house and garden in the 
country. He was knighted in 1972 but two years later had a stroke that left 
him paralysed on his right hand side. He learnt to walk, draw, write, paint and 
take photographs with his left hand. However, with his ability to earn money 
reduced, he sold his archive of photographs to Sotheby’s in 1976 to provide 
him with an income in his old age.   

His life had brought him into contact with the famous and the infamous. He 

had, as a war photographer, recorded the damage done by the Blitz as well as 

taking iconic photographs of the Queen and Queen Mother. He had mixed 

with the great and the good and most of the well-known personalities of the 

age. He had been awarded an Oscar and four Tony awards as well as an 

Academy award. He had had six volumes of his fascinating diaries published. 

He had passionate affairs with two male lovers that he never got over as well 

as relationships with Garbo and the dancer Adele Astaire but ended up living 

alone at Reddish House.   In 1980 his cat Timothy, “who had been for 17 

years my friend”, was put to sleep. This depressed Beaton and made him 

think of his own mortality. In his last diary entry he wrote, “I felt very lonely 

as I spent my time thinking back through the last 17 years.  I was still alive, 

but Timmy had gone through to oblivion. He was perhaps lucky? Who 

Knows?” Six days later he died peacefully in his sleep and was buried in the 

churchyard in Broad Chalke. 

Julian Hewitt 

 

 
Reddish House, Broad 
Chalke 
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 This Month’s Recipe - White beans with tomato and sage 

A good substitute for baked beans and a tradition in Tuscany.  
Serve with veggie sausage or cheesy baked potatoes plus a green 
veg or as a main meal with bread. Easy to make and tasty! 

Serves approx. 4 as a side dish.  

250g (9oz) dried white beans (or 2 drained tins of white beans) 

600g (21oz) of ripe full flavoured tomatoes* 

60ml (4tbsp) of olive oil 

2 garlic cloves 

Sage, fresh or dried to taste (I used a generous teasp. of dried) 

Salt 

* add a pinch of sugar and a little tomato puree if the tomatoes 
are not full flavoured. 

Method 

If using dried beans, soak overnight, drain, cover with new water, 
add salt, bring to boil and simmer for about an hour, until tender. 

Skin tomatoes This is made easier by plunging first into boiling and 
then cold water. 

In heavy based pan slowly warm the olive oil and the garlic either 
squashed or peeled and chopped finely. Add tomatoes, sage, pinch 
of salt and sugar if needed. 

Turn up the heat so mixture is bubbling, squash tomatoes down a 
bit and add beans. Stir and reduce to a simmer for 20 minutes.  If 
it starts to dry up, add a little water. 

Serve. 

Trudi Cotton 

Advice from a Tree 

Stand tall and proud 

Sink your roots into the earth 

Be content with your natural beauty 

Go out on a limb 

Drink plenty of water 

Remember your roots 

Enjoy the view!  



16 

 
The Forgotten Garden– review by Heidi Trotman 

 

I became a bookworm in my early 40s due to a change in my  
personal circumstances; to put a positive spin on being unwell, I 
was given the gift of time and I fell into reading. As a child I would 
just read the bare minimum for school and I would read my bible 
in small chunks each day but the thought of sitting down and  
getting lost in a book was just alien to me. The irony was that my 
(just by 18 months) elder sister WAS a total bookworm which I 
just thought made her a bore as I would rather go and climb a tree 
or ride my bike and get into all sorts of ‘adventures’ shall we say. 
But now that my sister is a successful author I can understand why 
she was so engrossed in those books growing up, as now she  
creates characters and amazing stories of her own due to her very 
wild imagination no doubt fuelled by reading so much in her 
youth!! 

So over the past 10 years I have read a lot of books. I like to read 
a mixture of both fiction and non, Christian based and secular  
genres. Even though I follow an app that records my books I often 
forget to add them so I have no accurate record of exactly how 
many I may have read. But needless to say, since the beginning of 
lockdown this year I have devoured probably something like 20 
books! Of course, I could have used the time much more wisely by 
maybe scrubbing the house from top to bottom but ….I didn’t! 
Reading became a therapy and a pleasant distraction to the awful 
pandemic that kept me under house arrest for 3 months!! 

However, picking a book to review is rather like choosing a  
favourite child! I had a long think about it and remember how I felt 
when the book ended and which book out of the selection left me 
most bereft that I wanted more of that story and wanted to know 
where the characters were now. The book I have chosen is The 
Forgotten Garden by Kate Morton. 

It was captivating from the start and emotionally commences with 
the grief at the loss of Cassandras grandmother who had pretty 
much raised her. Cassandra has already had a terribly tragic  
experience in her life but that comes out later. Amongst other 
things, she inherits a book of fairytales, written by a Victorian  
authoress who she finds out disappeared mysteriously in the early 
20th Century. Cassandra’s late grandmother had already started a 
quest to find out more of their own family’s history. Without giving 
any plots away here the book covers abandonment, an aristocratic 
family (dysfunctional of course!), tragedy, loss, friendship, and oh 
of course a beautiful forgotten garden! 



17 

 What made it slightly confusing was that it was set in several 
timeframes including the 1890s, early 1900s, 1975 and 2005 so 
there was a fair bit of jumping around which certainly kept me on 
my toes therefore I needed to concentrate! The story starts in  
Australia but travels back and forth to England, namely Cornwall to 
be precise! The twists and turns are all there, it was the kind of 
book that you looked forward to reading every day and as I have 
mentioned this complicated but beautiful story was a pleasant  
distraction from the worldwide pandemic that rolled on in the real 
world. 

I can highly recommend this book I believe that the author has 
written several smashing books so if you like her writing style 
there is more!!so happy reading everyone, I have to say it’s my 
favourite pastime!! 
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 Ann Pye’s War 

 

At the outbreak of World War II, Ann was still a schoolgirl  
recovering from mumps at a holiday cottage owned by her  
grandmother at Worthing.  The family had to rush home on the 
day war was declared. This was because her father was a civil 
servant working at Newhaven Port. The latter was closed during 
the war so he had to move to Bristol, which meant living away 
from the family.  

Ann lived at Lewes, which was a defence area, but fortunately  
experienced a quiet war.  The only time she remembers sheltering 
under the dining table was when her father heard a German plane 
coming up the valley. While watching a film in the cinema, the  
audience had to disperse when a siren sounded. Ann and several 
others were able to cross the road to her grandparents’ draper’s 
shop where there was a convenient tunnel to hide in. The most 
puzzling event she experienced happened when she and her cousin 
were cycling home the 3 miles from grammar school. They  
suddenly found the lane taken up completely by tanks and soldiers 
and they weren’t sure what to do. Of course, Ann later knew it was 
the day before D day! 

Ann lived on a farm owned by her uncle and was protected from 
the worst effects of rationing; the family’s main treat was some 
special buns which she had to collect on her bicycle once a week. 
Her older cousin found that life grew a bit more exciting when a 
boys’ school from Tooting Bec was evacuated nearby.  Ann was too 
shy to take advantage of their company, but she did find romance 
as a result of the war. Two land girls came to work on the farm; 
one was known as ‘Paddy’ and the other was Sheila Pye, who had 
a brother called John, six years older than Ann. No-one reading 
this needs to be told that the result was a long and happy  
marriage. 

John himself was working in farming for most of the war This was 
a restricted occupation, but he wanted to join the RAF. He signed 
up at Lords Cricket ground on the day the first V2 landed in  
London. Later he was posted to Canada to train as a pilot, but the 
war ended three weeks’ later. So instead of training, he was given 
a free railway pass and enjoyed a holiday with a friend in Banff. He 
was then de-mobbed early, as he was needed back in the UK to 
help feed the nation.  

Recorded by Trudi Cotton 
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Puddle Ducklings and Friday Story Time 

At the beginning of July some members of the Puddle Ducklings 
team met in the garden for a super catch up chat and picnic lunch. 
Here we are with our social distancing and homemade picnics.  
Umbrellas were needed for 5 minutes or so! After so many months 

of isolation it was great to see each other again. The impromptu 
committee meeting felt that Puddle Ducklings meetings would take 
some long time to resume because a. the hall needs to open,  
b. the parents/children need to be happy to return, c. it would 
need a significant cleaning schedule to ensure equipment is Ok for  
children/parents to use, and not least d. many of our helpers fall  
into the vulnerable category and couldn’t help, even if they wanted 
to!  

Thinking about what we could do instead, and with the help of  
Sarah Newman doing the recording, we met at Janet’s to film  
Rainbow Fish using the theme sharing, complete with thought for 
the day and prayers. On another day we recorded Doctor Pig, all 
about people who help in our communities. All great fun to do! 
These can be found on the AVC Youth, Children and Families  
Facebook page.  

Hoping all our families and friends are well and have managed to 
enjoy some freedom over the summer months. We’re looking  
forward to a time when we can gather again…you’ll all have grown 
heaps by then!   

Judith Dowsett 
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 Ronald Tague (Trevor’s father): the story of a survivor 

As we commemorate VJ day, it is 
time to remember local people who 
helped towards our freedom at 
great personal sacrifice. 

It is so difficult for my and today’s 
generation to really understand 
what people like Ron really went 
through. Such a nice man and it I 
was a pleasure to know Ron, little 
did I know what he had been 

through in the past at Dunkirk and as a Japanese POW. 

Here is a timeline of Ron Tague which was part of an article written 
by Jim Clover and published in the Bournemouth Echo Tuesday 1st 
November 2011. 

Timeline  

• 8 October 1918: Ronald James Tague was born in Widnes. 

• Age 20, called up to join the Army and posted to Tidworth.  

• Posted to Damerham and Alderholt, near Fordingbridge. 

• Met local girl, Janet Louise Thorne.  

• After they married Ronald served with RAOC in France before 
Dunkirk evacuation.  

• August 1941: Sailed for Singapore with Light Aid Detachment, 
stationed at camp known as Fowler camp.  

• 1942: captured and became a prisoner of war after Singapore 
surrendered to Japanese  

• Was moved to Thailand to work on the Bridge over the River 
Kwai.  

• After three years as a Japanese POW, the war ended and he  
returned to Alderholt.  

• 1946: Eldest son, Trevor born (at Redlynch as Mrs Tague was in 
service).  

• In 1947: joined British Rail at West Moors Station.  

• 1949: daughter Hazel born.  

• 1951: progressed to signalman at Verwood and the family moved 
to Fordingbridge.  

• 1956: Second son, John, was born.  

• Ron also worked at Daggons Road, Alderholt and Downton before 
branch line closed.  
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 • Worked at Salisbury Station’s parcel office until retirement in Feb 
1980.  

• 1985: returned to Far East on eight-day pilgrimage with 229 ex-
prisoners. “I never dreamt I would see it as a visitor when I was a 
prisoner of war all those years ago,” he said.  

When Ron was 93, the legs that were clamped in chains all those 
years ago in the Jungles of Burma and Thailand had given up on 
him at last, yet his determination to carry on as best he can was 
still very much in evidence. A member of a generation we shall 
probably not see the like of again.  

Ronald Tague pictured at Fowler camp in Singapore (second from 
right, middle row and left in B/W photo P.20) before he was  
captured in February 1942. 

With acknowledgement to Jim Clover, Bournemouth Echo 

Trevor and John Tague at the VJ Day commemorations in the  
churchyard of St Mary’s Fordingbridge with their father’s medals 
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JIGSAW PUZZLE FESTIVAL – COVID STYLE!  

The last Jigsaw Puzzle Festival was held in 
2019, and the plan was to hold the next in  
February 2021. Viv, Andy, John and I are  
ooking ahead to next February and wondering 
if we can still have a Jigsaw Festival but with a 
difference to take account of all the re-
strictions that are almost certainly going to be 
in place. We desperately need the extra funds 
as a result of lockdown. If we go ahead, we 
want visitors to feel comfortable coming into 
the building to buy.  

Our thoughts are: only use the church, not church hall; puzzles 
will be sold in their box to minimise handling and queues to pay, 
not out on a board; trestles will be set up as before, and puzzle 
boxes displayed with a price or minimum donation; visitors will  
enter one door, masks required, sanitizer given, they follow a  
one-way system, distance markers in place, visitor numbers inside 
may need to be limited. Visitors choose puzzle(s) as they go and 
take them to the pay desk(s). We hope to have a card only  
payment system for speed and to avoid cash/change. Visitors exit 
via another door. Limited refreshments of tea/coffee/packet 
drinks/wrapped biscuits/crisps to be sold at the kitchenette.ie. A 
Jigsaw Puzzle Sale, not a festival as we know it.  

What do you think? Will it work?  

Helpers Needed: A lot of the helpers at previous events now fall 
into the vulnerable category in the Post-Covid world. Therefore, to 
offer the limited set-up, we will need a core group of helpers that 
are not in the vulnerable category for each shift. Dare we say it, 
but young-ish, capable and reliable people who are on the ball in 
these Covid times! It will mean 2-hour shifts (there will be 3 shifts 
a day), hopefully for 1,2 or ideally 3 days. These are the days we 
have booked at St Mary’s Fordingbridge for 2021. They are at the 
end of the Half Term holiday.  

10am- 4pm, Fri 19th, Sat 20th and Sun 21st February 2021  

Can you help? Or can you put people who can help in touch with 
us?  

If we don’t have a team of at least 8 people per shift, then 
the Jigsaw Puzzle Festival will not go ahead.  

See Page 31 for our contact details to let us have your 
view, and especially if you could help. Thank you.  

Judith Dowsett and Viv Finch 
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SARAH PERRELLE IS STAYING HOME… 
 
WHAT TIME DO YOU GET UP? 

I usually wake up around about 7 o’clock and switch on the radio 
4’s “Today”. I sometimes drift in and out of sleep, but definitely 
up by 9’o'clock when the programme ends. 

 

WHAT WERE THE UPS & DOWNS OF LOCKDOWN?  

I am very fortunate in that I really didn’t find lockdown  
particularly difficult. My partner Alan and I were so lucky in that 
we were able to complete his planned move down here to  
Fordingbridge literally a couple of days before lockdown. Had I 
been on my own for the whole period I might have felt very dif-
ferently about things. 

 

HOW DID YOU FILL YOUR DAY? 

The best bit was probably the relaxation of getting up and  
knowing we had the whole day ahead without one eye on the 
clock. Like most other people we had household and garden  
projects to complete and it took time to create the space needed 
for Alan and his two dogs. Alan has a preference for vegetarian 
food, so we spent quite a lot of time trying out new dishes and 
took it in turns to cook - a novelty for me after living in my own 
for thirty years!   The biggest saviours of the day were Zoom and 
the Amazon Prime delivery service! 

 

HOW DO YOU EXERCISE? 

That’s a question I prefer not to answer!  

 

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO?  

Alan and I are great travellers, so both really miss not being able 
to go overseas. My only sister lives in Canada, so I’m not sure 
when I will be able to see her again. I’m really looking forward to 
visiting my seaside apartment in Bulgaria, which at a pinch might 
be early September.  

Sarah Perrelle 
 

Thank you Sarah for sharing your lockdown experience .  
Would you like to share? Please get in contact with Viv or Judith. 
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Drandad Trevor and Jack on their way to have fun at New Forest 
Wildlife Park on the open top bus. Looking forward to Helen’s pies 
and crumbles after a busy afternoon blackberrying! 

©CartoonChurch 
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Abbotsbury Sub-
tropical Gardens, 
Edmonsham Village 
Pump and St Agnes 
Church Freshwater 
Bay, aka “The 
Thatched Church”. 
Photos from Mary 
and Peter Adams 
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 Trudi is moving on!  

The Magazine Team will be very sorry to ‘lose’ Trudi. She has 
made a very valuable contribution to our meetings and will be 
greatly missed. Since becoming involved she has been an avid 
contributor in her own right. You will recall the WWI series, War 
Time first hand experiences, Traidcraft and, of course, many truly 
delicious recipes! Below you can see a selection of photos taken in 
her Fordinbridge garden during lockdown, and very lovely it is. 
Trudi and Pete will be moving to South Devon in due course and 
we wish them both every happiness in their new home.  
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Traidcraft at St Mary’s 

First of all I would like to thank all those who have supported me 
in so many ways during the years I have been running the stall at 
St. Mary’s.  Obviously there are those of you who buy goods,  
without which it could not happen at all. But there are also people 
who help me move furniture, put up the stall and take it down 
when the table defeats me.   

However, we are moving to Devon at some point in the Autumn 
and September should be my last stall (if Coronavirus permits). So 
I am appealing now for someone to replace me. It is not difficult 
as Gwenda handles all the ordering and accounts. All I have to do 
is tell her what I would like to order, do an occasional stocktake, 
keep track of items and run the stall. 

It is an enjoyable thing to do. I love chatting to my customers  
after our 10.30 service. Traidcrafters from other churches meet 
regularly and we form a friendly but committed group.  Beverly 
from Woodgreen, Sue from Sandleheath, Gwenda from Godshill, 
Isabel from the Methodists and Martin and Jenny from Hyde are  
always full of ideas and helpful suggestions, as is Joy, who often 
joins us from Downton. We do not just stock Traidcraft goods; their 
catalogue also includes famous Fair Trade names such as Divine  
chocolate and Café Direct. 

I am aware now that I may be repeating myself as I giving a 
‘Thought for the Day’ on September 3rd on the subject, but I 
would like to say why Fair Trade is so important. Firstly, it is  
showing love for others and, as such,it is a Christian act.  
Supporting a Traidcraft stall and Fair Trade in general contributes 
to charitable giving and also mission. If Christian organisations like  
Traidcraft benefit local communities, surely Christianity must be 
viewed in a friendly light. But there is a political point too. So 
many of the world’s recent problems, such as the rise of  
Nationalist parties and hostility to immigrants spring from the  
unfair distribution of wealth. It is not difficult to see why  
people risk their lives leaving poorer parts of Africa and Asia when 
we have so much and they have so little. If we are to leave a  
kinder, fairer and safer world for our children and grandchildren we 
need to address this inequality. Traidcraft and other Fair Trade  
organisations are working hard to do this. Finally, Traidcraft does 
try hard to source its products in a way that benefits the  
environment. To give one example, their palm oil is carefully 
sourced to be sustainable. 

So, do think about it. It is easy, fun, Christian and helps make the 
world better place. How many other opportunities can offer all 
this?  

Trudi Cotton 
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Magazine in Crisis!!  

The Future of Fordingbridge News & Views is under Review 

Please read this and then contribute your view!  

During the last few months, due to the restrictions with lockdown, 
Fordingbridge News & Views has been made available only as a 
digital version on the AVC Website. It has become apparent that 
some people have found it difficult to access this, and for others it 
has been impossible because they don’t have internet. The Editors 
are very mindful of those people who feel cut off as a result and 
to an extent Partners has provided a weekly update. You may be 
surprised to know that only 53 people actually subscribe to the 
magazine; others would pick up a copy ad hoc and pop money in 
the wall safe.  

On a positive side, during lockdown the Magazine has been able 
to offer a wide range of material and full colour, which was not 
possible when copies were printed. In some respects it doesn’t 
take any longer to collate, but does take a while to rustle up 
copy! Whilst we should have collected advertising fees, this has 
been suspended because of the lockdown and the belief that local  
businesses need support. We have no idea how many people  
actually look at the magazine on-line but apart from time, it costs 
us nothing to produce during lockdown!  

Behind the scenes, there are 4 people who comprise the Editorial 
team. Trudi Cotton who contributes recipes, great ideas and a  
series of interesting local historical stories. Judith and John have 
been involved for over ten years and basically assemble the copy 
into a format that can be printed. Viv is the longest serving mem-
ber and continues to seek out new contributions and handles the 
advertising. In addition, there are 4 couples who make up the 
printing team; Jane and Martin, Christine and Graham, Viv and 
Andy, Judith and John, each taking a turn. Before lockdown, given 
other priorities in the Church Office,  it was increasingly difficult to 
print the magazine and takes about 3 to 4 hours to achieve. 

Earlier this year, Judith and John informed Canon Gary and the 
Editorial Team that they intended to step down at the end of this 
year. This edition will be the last to involve Trudi who is moving to 
Devon. Some of the printing team would also like to retire. We 
need volunteers to come forward before the December/
January edition if there is to be a February edition.   

Perhaps it is time for things to change?! We have been  
reviewing the future of the magazine and would like to receive 
people’s views. Some random (!) thoughts are: 
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• Who is the Magazine for? Is it part of our Mission?  

• Does is provide a good Church-Community link?  

• To provide a digital copy and email the Magazine PDF to any-
one who would like it for no charge, or a nominal charge. 

• To provide a digital copy and have it available on the AVC  
website, ie. as it is now. 

• To print a handful of copies for those who really want a copy 
and really do not have internet, as opposed to ‘I like to have a 
paper copy’. How this would be financed is not certain, nor 
who would print it out etc.  

• If visitors want to know more about the church and communi-
ty, they can pick up Partners in Church and the digital Maga-
zine (if produced) could be accessed via a QR code displayed 
inside the building.  

• Get a new editorial team set up and they decide what to do: is 
there anyone who would like to do that? Help, if needed, can 
be given.  

Let us know your thoughts by email (contact details on Page 31) 

©CartoonChurch 
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As many will know I have had rheumatoid arthritis since I was 15. 
I felt I should raise some money for Versus Arthritis which is  
Arthritis Care and Arthritis Research now combined. So I have my 
hair cut in style of mohican and had it dyed blue as was voted for 
on facebook. It will be blue until December when I will have it 
dyed red upto Christmas as this was suggested by someone who 
has made a donation. 

If anyone would still like to donate please ring me on 01425 
657969. Thank you  

Chris Pye 

Chris Pye’s Colourful New Haircut!! 

Tea Time Quiz Answers  

1. The leaves 
2. India 
3. 1773 
4. Mandarin Chinese 
5. Darjeeling 
6. Tea bags 
7. No, No, Nanette 
8. Bergamot 
9. Alice in Wonderland 
10. Nippies 
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Most of you will know that our much-loved Co-director of Music, 
Clive Lawrence- Jones has retired from his post. The Choir  
collected from members and bought him a pair of garden chairs, 
which, as you can see, are in pride of place in their lovely garden.  

He will be sorely missed but work is in progress to find a  
replacement. Clive is a very hard act to follow but we are working 
with Tim to find a suitable candidate.  

There was also a separate collection from the congregation for 
Clive and a presentation was made at a special evensong on July 
26th. We wish Clive and Penny every happiness, and hope to see 
them at St. Marys from time to time.  

We are all hoping that we will soon be able to resume singing in 
church, and our aim is to continue to provide musical support for 
your worship, and to increase the provision of musical training for 
young people in our community by means of the RSCM Voice for 
Life scheme. This provides a very good, free start to a young  
person’s life long enjoyment of choral singing.  

Hannah Eden is a wonderful example of the benefits of this and 
she has obtained a place in the Wells Cathedral School, where she 
will continue to build on her training here. Hannah has been a 
huge asset to our choir. A presentation was also made to her, and 
we wish her and her Mother Vicky the very best of luck for their 
new future when they move from Fordingbridge,  

Nigel Spratt 

Retirement of Clive Jones as Co-director of Music 
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 Farewell to Mike and Family 

Revd Mike and the lovely Trotman family will be leaving us this 
month for pastures new. Mike has made an enormous contribution 
to the life of this parish as well as across the whole AVC. The 
whole family have been involved in all sorts of events and new  
ideas, both upfront and behind the scenes. We will miss them all 
very much as Mike takes up his post as Rector of Parkstone  
St Peter and St Osmund with Branksea St Mary. Mike’s last service 
at St Mary’s Fordingbridge will be Sunday 13th September at the 
10am Eucharist. (NB. Look in Partners for information on  
attendance please). He will be Instituted as Rector on Wednesday 
30th September (details to follow in Partners). Of course, we wish 
Mike, Heidi, Sam and Phoebe well in this new stage in Mike’s  
ministry and every blessing in their new home.  

It will be difficult to hold gatherings to show how much we have 
enjoyed them being with us in the AVC, but here is a small  
selection of photos taken over the last 2 years to give a flavour of 
Mike’s time with us all.  

Editorial Team  
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      Suna May’s Home Help 
 

          I offer a home help service which includes    

Shopping, cooking, light cleaning, some care needs, appointments, 

     paperwork, pet care, and various other tasks to help and  

improve your quality of life. 

 
Please contact me to discuss your individual needs. 

07818 046636 
sunamay@hotmail.co.uk 

The Magazine Team are happy to accept items for publication.  
In general, items need to be topical, parish related or promoting 
Christian ideals and values.  Items will be published at the  
discretion of the Team and may be edited.  The Team take no  
responsibility for the accuracy of any item. Please submit written 
articles as a Word document and posters as A4 PDF.  

Please send items (preferably by email) to: 

Judith & John Dowsett     j.dowsett7@btinternet.com 
Vivienne Finch            01725 512267, viv@theshallows.co.uk 

mailto:sunamay@hotmail.co.uk
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Michael Ireland 

Guitarist 
 

Playing popular music 
on the electric guitar 

Ideal for fetes, garden 
parties, informal 
 occasions, etc 

Guitar tuition given for 
beginners 

Will visit 
 

Tel: 01425 654857 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  

IN OUR MAGAZINE? 
 

It is read by Fordingbridge people and the surrounding villages. 
We will also advertise single charity events for free.  

Our annual rates for black & white are :- 

FULL PAGE £80 

HALF PAGE £50 

QUARTER PAGE £35 
Colour available for an additional charge 

 

All enquiries to Viv on 01725 512267 
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MICHAEL CASH 

FOR  ALL THOSE ODD JOBS THAT NEED 
CARRYING OUT 

DRIPPING TAPS - FITTING BATHROOMS  

FLAT PACK FURNITURE - NEW KITCHENS 

CLEARING GUTTERS - CLEANING PATIOS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS - COMPUTERS 

QUALIFIED SPEED STONE WORKTOP FITTER 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

GENERAL REPAIRS & 

MAINTENANCE 

07814924276 

  

JESSICA 
  

for beautiful fashion 

sizes 10-20 

  
  

59 High Street 

Fordingbridge 

Hampshire 

SP6 1AS 

  
  

Tel 01425 652395 
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Susan H. Collins 

Cranbourne Chase 
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I. N. NEWMAN LTD 
  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
  

Monumental Masons 
  

  

  

OFFICES IN SALISBURY AND FORDINGBRIDGE 

  

+ 24 hour day/night service        + Flowers arranged  

+ Home visits if  required            + Service sheets 

+ Pre-Pay Funeral Plans              + Funeral catering 

+ Help with all funeral aspects    + A complete service 

  

Private Chapels of  Rest 

  

Griffin House                               Griffin Mews 

55 Winchester Street                         22 High Street 

Salisbury                                    Fordingbridge 

Wilts                                             Hants 

SP1 1HL                                       SP6 1AX 

TEL: 01722 413136                TEL: 01425 656286 

  
  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED  

AND CONTROLLED BUSINESS 
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GLYNN COURT 
 

FRYERN COURT ROAD, FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

A registered home for the Elderly and Retired. 

Beautifully appointed, specialising in individual care 

and attention. Chiropodist and Hairdresser attend. Our 

friendly staff are on duty day and night. Excellent and  

varied menu—English in character. Respite care available. 
 

Joint managers: Sarah Bailey & Julie Bishop 

 

Brochure and Details available on request 

Telephone Fordingbridge 652349 
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THE PARISH OF FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

 

 

MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev’d Canon Gary Philbrick - Rector 

  email: rectory@avp-benefice.org.uk  Tel: 01425 839622 

Rev’d John Towler - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07940 855952  

Rev’d Kate Wilson - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07770 944054 

  & Pastoral Visitor Coordinator 
Mr Mark Ward - Licensed Lay Minister  
   email: mark@fordingbridge.com      Tel: 01425 656120 

Mrs Jo Heath - Youth & Families worker Tel: 07515 533685 

  email: families@avp-benefice.org.uk 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Churchwardens:  Mr Ian Newman      Tel: 01425 653269  

                 Mr Nigel Spratt       Tel: 01202 824413 
  email: churchwardens@avp-benefice.org.uk   
Assistant Wardens:  

Sandleheath - Mrs Sue Ledger      Tel: 01725 517389 
Godshill - Mrs Gwenda Moore       Tel: 01425 650104 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Judith Dowsett     Tel: 01425 650335 
  email: fb-pccsecretary@avp-benefice.org.uk 
PCC Treasurer: Mr Martin Calver         Tel: 01425 656189 
 

Avon Valley Churches Office: 
The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, SP6 1AB 

email: church.office@fordingbridge.com Tel: 01425 653163 
Web: www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

Parish Administrators: Gail Newell & Jackie Rowe  
Church Office open to callers: Monday - Friday 10.30am -12.00pm 

Urgent requests for prayer to:  prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk 

mailto:pccsec.fordingbridge@aol.co.uk

