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The Five Marks of Mission.  Mark 3. Tend.  

Matthew 15 v21-28 

 

Jesus attempts yet again to withdraw from the crowd, and 

we are presented with an encounter that disturbs us. Our 

sympathies are all with woman, a foreigner and a gentile. 

Her daughter is tormented and she sees in Jesus the only 

hope of a cure.  She shouts and is persistent, she even 

kneels and begs for mercy.  We become impatient with the 

disciples as they seek to send her away. To protect Jesus‘s 

and their privacy.  We recoil when Jesus seems to insult 

the woman and her race.  

 

The term dogs, is softened when we know that the     

original refers to household pets.  But as we pause, we 

note that there are strands of affection and respect in    

Jesus first response, which allows the women to show her 

true faith, wit, respect and boldness, as she approaches the 

true “Messiah”.  Jesus see this and heals the girl instantly. 

Something greater than the greatest prophets is here, it is 

the Messiah.  

 

We are reminded to tend all people by loving service, we 

are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under the Lord’s 

Table, but Jesus will always have mercy to us and all who 

ask.  We are to respond, to TEND to human need by   

loving service, as shown by Jesus.      

 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the 

list and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Ian Newman.  



 

 

COLLECT:  

Lord of heaven and earth, 

as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 

give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 

but always to bring our prayers before you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 133  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1.  Behold how good and pleasant it is   

     to dwell together in unity. 

 

2.  It is like the precious oil upon the head,  

     running down upon the beard, 

 

3.  Even on Aaron’s beard,  

     running down upon the collar of his clothing. 

 

4.  It is like the dew of Hermon  

     running down upon the hills of Zion. 

 

5.  For there the Lord has promised his blessing:  

     even life for evermore. 
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

 

God has not rejected his people, the Jews, his mercy is for all who turn to him. 

 
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Isra-

elite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.  
29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were 

once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 

disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 

mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has im-

prisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                       (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

 

 



 

Matthew 15:21-28 

 

Jesus heals a Gentile. 

 
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 

then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, 

‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a de-

mon.’ 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 

him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 24 He answered, ‘I 

was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 25 But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26 He answered, ‘It is not fair to take 

the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 27 She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even 

the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 28 Then Jesus an-

swered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ 

And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

God of our pilgrimage, 

you have willed that the gate of mercy 

should stand open for those who trust in you: 

look upon us with your favour 

that we who follow the path of your will 

may never wander from the way of life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 



OUT & ABOUT:  Gary is away on holiday until Wednesday 2nd 

September.   
 
 

NICKY’S LICENSING last Tuesday was a lovely occasion, and she was 

warmly (very warmly, in fact!) welcomed, in spite of the oddities of it all.  I've 

put a link to the Service on on our Facebook page, also available through our 

website. Gary 
 

MIKE'S LAST SUNDAY : September 13th. There will be a 10.00am 

Communion at St Mary's, Fordingbridge, and on-line.  He will be Instituted as 

Rector of Parkstone on September 30th.  More details of both events to 

follow.  In the meantime, if you would like to contribute to a farewell gift for 

Mike, to thank him for all his work here over the past couple of years,  then 

please: on-line transfer to Parish of Fordingbridge 54-30-45 13996401; cheque 

to 'Parish of Fordingbridge'; cash - to Church Office, or other Wardens/

Staff.  In each case please put clearly 'MT Gift'.   (Don’t mention it to Mike, it’s 

a secret!!) Thanks, Gary 
 

FACECOVERINGS IN CHURCH : Face coverings are now mandatory in 

churches unless you have a legitimate reason not to wear one.  More details 

are available at https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/

COVID%2019%20advice%20on%20face%20coverings%20v3.0.pdf  
 

FACEMASKS : I have been busy making facemasks  - they are the shaped 

‘olsen’ style mask. It allows you to add an extra filter of paper/cloth and is 

fully washable.  Any money raised will support local foodbanks. I am suggesting 

£5 if you can or make a donation. I live in Woodgreen but can post or arrange 

local delivery. Please email Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk or call 07799542707. 
 

OUR CHURCHES ARE RE-OPENING FOR WORSHIP: In addition to 

our on-line Worship and Daily Thoughts, worship in our Churches will 

gradually resume.  All the details are on the back of Partners. We'll review the 

situation about every fortnight, and gradually add other main Services over 

the next month or so. 'Smaller' Services (8.15, said Evening Service, mid-week 

Communions) will  gradually  be offered.  Any comments/concerns, do 

contact me. Gary  
 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Morning 

Prayer is said together on Zoom, and anyone is welcome to join in. Log-in 

details are Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/COVID%2019%20advice%20on%20face%20coverings%20v3.0.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/COVID%2019%20advice%20on%20face%20coverings%20v3.0.pdf
mailto:Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk


SIMPLIFICATION : Should the four Parishes of the Avon Valley Churches 

become one?   
 

At the end of last year, the Simplification Working Group was given the task 

by the four PCCs of considering whether the AVC would be better served 

with one PCC, rather than four. The Working Group has prepared two 

documents (the shorter version and the longer version!) which summarise 

where our conversations have led us, and these are offered to the PCCs and 

wider congregations for their consideration.  The PCCs will each take a 

formal vote on the Proposal for the Avon Valley Churches to become one 

Parish by September 21st, 2020.  Both of these documents are attached to the 

Partners e-mail, and are on our website.  If you would like paper copies, 

please contact the Church Office. 
 

Hyde PCC has proposed the following Consultation Process so that anyone 

can make their views known to their PCC before any decision is taken.  There 

will be an opportunity to leave responses (signed or anonymous) in a box at 

the back of the church.   
 

Sunday, September 6th, 11.00a.m., a Meeting in the Church Building or Church 

Centre, after the Morning Service, for those who would like to be there in 

person. 

Friday, September 11th, 4.00p.m., a Meeting outdoors, for those who would not 

feel comfortable coming into the Church Building or Church Centre, but are 

not able to access Zoom easily. 

Friday, September 11th, 5.00p.m., a Meeting on Zoom, for those who would not 

feel comfortable coming into the Church Building or Church Centre, but can 

access Zoom. 

That will be followed by a PCC Meeting, on Monday, September 14th (Holy 

Cross Day) at 7.30p.m., in the Church Centre, but with the facility for any 

members to attend by Zoom (video, or by telephone) if they would prefer, at 

which the Simplification Proposals will be voted on. 
 

Members of any of our congregations or those on the electoral rolls would 

be welcome to join in any of the consultations, and if anyone would like any 

further consultations, please let us know.     
 

I, Jon Whale, and members of the WG, are very happy to discuss the 

proposals with individuals or groups; and people are still welcome to make 

submissions by e-mail, post, phone, or in person, if they have questions to 

which they cannot find the answers. 

  Gary. 

 

 



REFLECTION :  The world is in a great big muddle? - or is it just us - our 

muddle?  Covid-19 has thrown us so far from our known normality and 

maybe when we recover from the virus we shall have to get used to a new 

normality.    
 

As we pray for God’s world we may remember that in the beginning when 

God made the world it was given to us to care for.  There have been people 

throughout history who have been inspired to take this seriously and have 

worked tirelessly to help change some of our more unhelpful attitudes. We 

don’t need to become famous but each one  of us in our own individual way 

of relating to God can become aware of a way towards working together for 

a new and fairer society. 
 

Meister Eckhart tells us: 

“There is a spark within us that knows God - an inner light beyond every 

kind of knowing and feeling. 

This is a spark that is one with God and when we let ourselves be alive to 

this light we come into a still desert - where all is God is me.                         
 

Daphne Himmel 

 

 

BURIAL OF ASHES of Margaret Hallas :  2.00p.m.,  August 21st at 

Stuckton Road Cemetery.  Margaret's Nephew and Niece, Sam and Sheila, 

welcome any of her friends to the short Service next Friday.  If you would like 

to attend, please call 01462 623174 or e-mail Sheila.Hallas@ntlworld.com 
 

CHILDREN'S WORK ON-LINE: See the 'Avon Valley Churches Youth, 

Children and Families' Facebook Page running alongside our current AVC 

page.  Each week there is an Assembly, a 'Messy Church' session, and an 

'Open the Book' Bible story.  Thank you everyone who is contributing to 

these.  You might like to share with any children you know - wherever they 

are.  
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL :  The Churchwardens have made the 

difficult decision that the Church Hall will not re-open in September but to 

review early December for a possible January opening.   This will affect our 

regular hirers as well as one off users. 
 

TRAIDCRAFT EXCHANGE – 2021 CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 

PILGIMAGE :  In March 2021, Julian and Carol Sims will be walking the last 

72 miles of the Camino de Santiago in support of Traidcraft Exchange. This is a 

self-funded trip, so all monies raised will go to support the valuable work of 

Traidcraft.  More details in next week’s Partners. 

mailto:Sheila.Hallas@ntlworld.com


This Week  -  16th August 2020 — Trinity 10 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com     Or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

Mon 17 9.00am Morning Prayer   

 10.00am Thought for the Day  

 11.00am School Assembly  

Tues 18 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Wed 19 9.00am Morning Prayer  

 10.00am Thought for the Day  

 11.00am Messy Church  

Thur 20 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Fri 21 10.00am Thought for the Day  

 11.00am Bible Story “Open the Book”   

Sat 22 10.00am The Saturday Conversation  

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 

* Please note that only invited family and friends are permitted to attend  

funerals or weddings.  The services will not be broadcast in any churchyard. 
 

Sunday 16 Aug 10.00am Holy Communion  

(and streamed online) 
Hale 

 6.00pm Sanctus  

Sunday 23 Aug 8.15am Holy Communion 

(and streamed online) 
Breamore 

 10.00am Morning Service 

(and streamed online) 
Hyde 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer  


