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The readings for the last two weeks give us the opportunity 

to consider our faith in the light of the history of Yahweh of 

the Old Testament and what we know of God today.  Paul in 

his convoluted way reminds us that the God  we  worship 

and the God of the Jews is the same.  He also reminds us 

that faith is not just a matter of words but of the heart. 
 

Two different ways of faith are shown in two stories in   

Matthew. The first is the feeding of the five thousand.  Jesus, 

surrounded by a large crowd of  people  looks at the  five 

loaves and two small fish.  He breaks the bread and blesses 

the food and gives it to the disciples to distribute. We can 

imagine their astonishment and maybe thinking to        

themselves  ‘five loaves and two fish will not feed this lot’   

However they do as they are told and find they have food 

left over. You can again imagine their astonishment. 
 

The second story is of Peter walking on water.  Jesus walks 

on the water to join the disciples who are in a boat on the 

lake.  The disciples fear he is a ghost, but not Peter who calls 

to Jesus ‘can I come?’   Jesus replies ‘come’ Peter finds    

himself walking on water until the strong wind frightens him 

and he begins to sink.   He yells ‘save me Lord’, we  imagine 

Jesus smiling gently as he takes his hand 
 

In the first story the disciples may be sceptical but they do 

as Jesus asks and witness a miracle. Peter as always jumps in 

without thought but has faith that Jesus will rescue him.  We 

may consider how faith works for us. 
 

 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the 

list and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

Daphne Himmel 



 

COLLECT:  

Gracious Father, 

revive your Church in our day, 

and make her holy, strong and faithful, 

for your glory’s sake 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 105:1-10  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. O give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 

2. Sing to him, sing praises, 

and tell of all his marvellous works. 
 

3. Rejoice in the praise of his holy name; 

let the hearts of them rejoice who seek the Lord. 
 

4. Seek the Lord and his strength; 

seek his face continually. 
 

5. Remember the marvels he has done, 

his wonders and the judgements of his mouth, 
 

6. O seed of Abraham his servant, 

O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 

7. He is the Lord our God; 

his judgements are in all the earth. 
 

8. He has always been mindful of his covenant, 

the promise that he made for a thousand generations: 
 

9. The covenant he made with Abraham, 

the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
 

10. Which he established as a statute for Jacob, 

an everlasting covenant for Israel. 
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
 

Romans 10:5-15 
 

It is not outward conformity to the written Law which saves people, but willingness 

to turn to God. 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that 

‘the person who does these things will live by them.’ 6But the righteousness 

that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into 

heaven?”’ (that is, to bring Christ down) 7‘or “Who will descend into the 

abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? 

‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of 

faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one con-

fesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, ‘No one who 

believes in him will be put to shame.’ 12For there is no distinction between 

Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 

on him.  13For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And 

how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how 

are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to 

proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the 

feet of those who bring good news!’ 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                       (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      



Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Jesus walks on the water as he comes to the disciples to encourage them.  Peter's 

faith is not strong enough to follow Jesus in this way, but Jesus strengthens him. 
 
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 

was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far 

from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he 

came walking towards them on the lake. 26 But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried 

out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; 

do not be afraid.’  28 Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to 

come to you on the water.’ 29 He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, 

started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. 30 But when he noticed 

the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, 

saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 32 When they got into 

the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, 

‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Holy Father, 

you gathered us here around the table of your Son 

to share this meal with the whole household of God: 

in that new world  

where you reveal the fullness of your peace, 

gather people of every race and language 

to share in the eternal banquet 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 



OUT & ABOUT:   

Much of the week will be getting ready for September Services and 

events, and sorting everything out before going on holiday (at last!).    

Monday,  Thought for the Day, and Deanery Visiting.   

Tuesday,  off to Uplyme and Axminster for Nicky;'s Licensing.   

Thursday,  Staff Communion and Meeting, followed for the rest of the week 

by clearing the desk and the in-box. 

 

NICKY’s LICENSING : Nicky’s licensing service is in The Minster Church,  

Axminster at 7.30pm on Tuesday 11 August. Due to social distancing only 

family and a few friends can attend BUT there will be a zoom link and those 

who have the technology can watch.  

For those without technology, the service will be screened on the big screen 

in St Mary’s Church, Fordingbridge for up to 30 people.  If you would like to 

attend please contact Rev Mike Trotman on 07525 662999 or email 

miket@avp-benefice.org.uk You might like to bring along a picnic and/or 

something nice to drink!  

At the time of preparing Partners, the Zoom link details were not available.  

The link will be sent out via email as soon as possible, and a notice will be on 

the church door at Woodgreen. 

 

VJ 75th COMMEMORATION - Saturday,  August 15th, 10.55a.m. - 

We shall be remembering the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day in the Churchyard 

of St Mary's Fordingbridge.  In a short event, there will be the Two Minutes' 

Silence, a 'Cry for Peace', and the Bell will toll 75 times.  All are welcome, 

bring chairs if you need them, maintain distancing, and look at our website and 

Facebook page to see the story of Sadako Sasaki and the 1,000 Peace 

Cranes.  You are invited to make origami cranes, and bring them to the 

Church.   

 
FACECOVERINGS IN CHURCH : We are now 'strongly advised' by the 

Church of England to wear facemasks in Church, to protect other 

people.  Thank you for your help with this (See Lynda's advert below). 
 
 

FACEMASKS : I have been busy making facemasks  - they are the shaped 

‘olsen’ style mask. It allows you to add an extra filter of paper/cloth  and is 

fully washable.  Any money raised will support local foodbanks. I am suggesting 

£5 if you can or make a donation. I live in Woodgreen but can post or arrange 

local delivery. Please email Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk or call 07799542707. 
 

mailto:miket@avp-benefice.org.uk
mailto:Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk


MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Gary and 

others say Morning Prayer together on Zoom, and anyone is welcome to join 

in. Log-in details are Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 

 

OUR CHURCHES ARE RE-OPENING FOR WORSHIP: In addition to 

our on-line Worship and Daily Thoughts, worship in our Churches will 

gradually resume.  All the details are on the back of Partners. We'll review the 

situation about every fortnight, and gradually add other main Services over 

the next month or so. 'Smaller' Services (8.15, said Evening Service, mid-week 

Communions) will  gradually  be offered.   Any comments/concerns, do 

contact me. Gary  

 

OUR CHURCHES ARE OPEN DAILY for private prayer and visiting: 

Breamore, Fordingbridge, Hale, Hyde, Woodgreen. 

 

MIKE'S LAST SUNDAY : September 13th. There will be a 10.00am 

Communion at St Mary's, Fordingbridge, and on-line.  He will be Instituted as 

Rector of Parkstone on September 30th.  More details of both events to 

follow.  

 

BISHOP'S COMMISSION FOR MISSION: Lots of people have been 

thinking about their patterns of life and the their callings from God during 

this strange time, and people have been in touch with the Staff Team to 

consider ways ahead for them in their vocations (using that word in its very 

widest sense).   

The Bishop's Commission for Mission, which will be delivered on-line in the 

Autumn, is a great way to explore a new area, and see whether that is where 

you are being called.  

There will be an introductory afternoon, six evening sessions, and a closing 

afternoon.  In the autumn we are offering Creation Care, Prayer Champions, 

Pastoral and Worship.  It would be great if we could fill those courses to their 

limit with people from the AVC.   

Look our our website, under News to see the brochure.  Be in touch with 

any of the Staff Team if you want to discuss. (And, eventually, when our new 

Worship Pattern (originally planned to be launched on May 1st) begins, if we 

are to sustain that pattern, we need lots of Lay Worship Leaders - at least 5 

new ones, and preferably more!!!)  Gary. 



REFLECTION :   
 

In what sometimes seems a dark world we look for the light: 
 

“It is not only in the rose 

It is not only in the bird 

Not only where the rainbow glows 

Nor  in the song of woman heard 

But in the darkest meanest things 

There always,  alway something sings. 
 

‘Tis not in highest stars alone 

Nor in the cups of budding flowers 

Nor in the red-breast’s mellow tones, 

Nor in the bow that smiles in showers: 

But  in the mud and scum of things 

There alway,  alway, something sings.              (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 
 

 

 
 

 

Daphne Himmel 

 

 

FORDINGBRIDGE NEWS & VIEWS MAGAZINE : The August edition 

of News & Views is available from the website. Please find the link to this and 

magazines of the other AVC parishes under the News tab, scroll down under 

the links to Partners.  

 

KINKIIZI ACTION GROUP Group Facebook Page  - You might like to 

keep up with the work of the Kinkiizi Action Group, the group in the 

Deanery which encourages our links with our Partner Diocese in Uganda.  If 

you are interested in Kinkiizi, please do 'like' the page to get news, including 

photographs, as they arrive  https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup 

 

FORDINGBRIDGE FOODBANK :  is open on Mondays,  Wednesdays 

and Fridays, 12.30 to 2.30, in the United Reformed Church, Salisbury Street.  

If you want to donate food, their list of required items is on their website 

Ringwood.foodbank.org.uk. “Urgently needed items”.  Small amounts can be 

left in the Fordingbridge Co-Op bin where they will be collected on a regular 

basis.  

https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup
http://ringwood.foodbank.org.uk/
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CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com     Or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

Mon 10 9.00am Morning Prayer   

 10.00am Thought for the Day  

 11.00am School Assembly  

Tues 11 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Wed 12 9.00am Morning Prayer  

 10.00am Thought for the Day  

 11.00am Messy Church  

Thur 13 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Fri 14 10.00am Thought for the Day  

 11.00am Bible Story “Open the Book”   

Sat 15 10.00am The Saturday Conversation  

 10.55am VJ Commemoration Fordingbridge 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 

* Please note that only invited family and friends are permitted to attend  

funerals or weddings.  The services will not be broadcast in any churchyard. 

Sunday 16 Aug 10.00am Holy Communion  

(and streamed online) 
Fordingbridge 

 6.00pm Sanctus  

Sunday 9 Aug 8.15am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Morning Service 

(and streamed online) 
Breamore 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer  


