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The Service of Holy Communion lies at the heart of Christian worship.  In this 

act, we set forth the amazing truth of God’s love for us, seen in the Death 

and Resurrection of Jesus, and receive that love into our lives under the forms 
of bread and wine. 

 

 

To prepare yourself to celebrate God’s wonderful love, do take time before 

the service to sit quietly, reflect on the last few days, and offer yourself and 

the person that you are to God.  You may like to use the following prayer: 

 

 

Most merciful Lord, 

your love compels us to come in. 

Our hands were unclean,  

our hearts were unprepared;  

we were not fit  

even to eat the crumbs from under your table.  

But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

and share your bread with sinners.  

So cleanse and feed us  

with the precious body and blood of your Son,  

that he may live in us and we in him;  

and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  

may sit and eat in your kingdom. 

AMEN.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
YOU ARE invited to join in saying or singing the words in  

bold type during the Service 
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THE GATHERING 

THE GREETING 

OPENING HYMN   

 

The President greets the people, saying 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Sit 

 

There may be a time to share items for thanksgiving or prayer 

 

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 

A Minister introduces the CONFESSION, followed by a period of silence 
for recollection of sins: 

Almighty God,  

our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past;  

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name.  AMEN.  
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Or: 
 

Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 

Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 

Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 

like the dew that goes away early. 

Have mercy on us; 

deliver us from judgement; 

bind up our wounds and revive us; 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN.  
c.f. Hosea 6 

 
 

Or, with suitable penitential sentences, the KYRIE ELEISON may be used: 

Lord, have mercy.   (Or: Kyrie eleison) 

Lord, have mercy.   (Kyrie eleison) 

Christ, have mercy.   (Christe eleison) 

Christ, have mercy.   (Christe eleison) 

Lord, have mercy.   (Kyrie eleison) 

Lord, have mercy.   (Kyrie eleison) 

 

 

The President gives the ABSOLUTION, using this or another form.  

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN.  
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

(Omitted in Advent and Lent) 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer.  

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  

AMEN. 
 

THE COLLECT 

 

The President introduces a period of silent prayer before the COLLECT 

OF THE DAY, to which all respond: AMEN. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING 

The texts for the readings can be found in Partners. 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord; 

Thanks be to God. 

 

A GRADUAL PSALM may be said or sung, or a HYMN. 

 



6 

GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and face the Gospel Reader. 

 
When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH is said on Sundays and Feast Days,  

for which everyone stands. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN. 
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Or: 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  AMEN. 
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THE PRAYERS 

The leader will explain the form of the prayers and the response to be 

used.  Please sit or kneel for the Prayers.   
These responses may be used: 

 

Lord, in your mercy,        or:  Lord, hear us. 

Hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

The prayers may end with: 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

 

Please stand. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

THE PEACE 

 

The President introduces the PEACE, in these or other words 

Christ is our peace. 

He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 

We meet in his name and share his peace. 

 

and then says: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
All exchange a sign of peace. 
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THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                         
During this the table is prepared, bread and wine are placed on it, and the 

offerings of the people (The Collection) are gathered and presented. 

 

THE TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

The President takes the bread and wine. 
 

To the words of praise over the bread and wine all respond: 

Blessed be God for ever or: AMEN. 

 

And/or: 
 

Yours, Lord,  

is the greatness, the power, 

the glory, the splendour and the majesty;  

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  

All things come from you, 

and of your own do we give you. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The President praises God for his mighty acts and all respond: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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The President recalls the Last Supper. 

 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

 

The Prayer continues and leads into  

a Doxology (words in praise of God), 

to which all respond boldly: 
 

AMEN. 
 

or: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  

be yours for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 

Sit or kneel.  There may be a period of silence at the end of the Prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  AMEN.  

Or: Prayer D 

This is his/our story. 

This is our song.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Or: Prayer F 

During the prayer, we repeat 

the acclamations. 

AMEN.  Lord, we believe. 

AMEN.  Lord, we 

believe… 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread  

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

THE GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

The President invites the people to receive COMMUNION, saying either: 
 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink 

in remembrance that he died for you, 

and that he lives within you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving.  

 

or: 
 

God’s holy gifts 

for God’s holy people.  

Jesus Christ is holy,  

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 
All who wish to are welcome to make their Communion here.  

If you prefer not to receive Communion, you are invited to come forward 

for a Blessing. 
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DURING COMMUNION: please remain sitting or kneeling. 

There may be an anthem or hymn. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER of the Day is said by the President, 

followed by: 

 

Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out  

in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work  

to your praise and glory.  AMEN. 

 

Or:  

 

We thank you, Lord, 

that you have fed us in this sacrament, 

united us with Christ, 

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

prepared for all peoples.  AMEN. 
 

 

Any notices are given out and banns published. 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

 

FINAL HYMN 
 

 

THE BLESSING 

to which all respond: AMEN. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  AMEN. 

 

Please leave this order of service for future use. 
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