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St Giles Godshill, Sandleheath Church and St Mary’s Fordingbridge 
are part of Avon Valley Churches.  

Our Values: Growing in Faith, Reaching Out to All 

Our Vision: To live the mission of Jesus 
Our Aim:   We are here to share the love of God by knowing  
Jesus and making him known to others  
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John Towler writes:  

Quoting from a book, ‘The Song of the Bird’ by Anthony de Mello, Don  

MacGregor, a theologian and scientist tells a story of the Guru’s Cat: 

“When the Guru sat down to worship each evening, the ashram cat would get 

in the way and distract the worshippers. So he ordered that the cat be tied up 

during evening worship. After the guru dies, the cat continued to be tied up 

during every evening worship. And when the cat expired, another cat was 

brought to the ashram so that it could be duly tied up during evening worship. 

Centuries later, learned treaties were written by the guru’s scholarly disciples 

on the liturgical significance of tying up a cat while worshipped is performed.” 

I wonder how much of our belief and tradition in the Church fulfils the  

function of the Guru’s Cat? MacGregor goes on to quote some insightful 

words of the African Missionary, Albert Schweitzer: 

“Christianity can only become the living truth for successive generations if 

thinkers constantly arise within it who, in the spirit of Jesus, make belief in him 

capable of intellectual apprehension in the thought-forms of the worldview 

proper to their time.” 

Schweitzer sums up for me one of the greatest challenges facing the church 

right now. How can we proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in a language which 

our age can recognise as meaningful to a world largely predicated on the  

findings of modern science? 

I guess our first task is to recognise that the worldview of the Bible has 

changed with our evolutionary knowledge. The idea of a three tier universe is 

ancient news, and was the consequence of misreading the Bible as a scientific 

document-of which it is not. The Bible seeks to answer the question ‘why’ 

whereas science concentrates on telling us ‘how’. This means that in reading 

the Bible we have to reinterpret what we read e.g. the Creation stories, the 

Ascension of Christ etc. in terms of faith informed by a worldview which is 

credible for this age. One author, Don MacGregor, has been especially helpful 

to me in this respect, so I would like to share my understanding of what he 

writes. His thoughts are to be found in his remarkably honest, and critically 

thought through book, ‘Blue Sky God: the evolution of Science and  

Christianity’. 

He encourages us to focus on the meaning of ‘consciousness’ and suggests 

that it, rather than matter, needs to be the starting point of an understanding 

of the universe. Appealing to the findings of quantum physics he suggests that 

the prime mover in the universe is not matter, but consciousness. It is  
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consciousness that connects everything together and works through energy 

fields. So far, so good? Bear with me! Let him explain: 

“To get an idea of this imagine walking into a room that is full of smoke that 

came originally from a piece of smouldering wood, now burnt up. The instant 

you see the smoke it collapses back to recreate the piece of wood, like a film 

on rewind. The collapse of the smoke back into the wood is cause by you  

actually observing it…We observe things into being…” 

He goes on to suggest that we can understand the words, “Then God said, 

“Let there be light”; and there was light” (Genesis 1:3) as if God looked and 

creation came into being. It is through the action of God’s consciousness that 

the world is brought into being and continues to be brought into being.  

Before writing this piece I had to intend to write it; I had to harness all of  

myself-body, mind and spirit to bring it into being. I have a sense of co-creating 

this with God.  

What happened to the Guru’s Cat? I guess he/she can retire in peace! 

How does Jesus fit into this way of looking at the meaning of the universe? 

He suggests Jesus was no ‘ignorant peasant, but a well educated, learned  

wisdom teacher’. In this respect he lived a human life but one in which the full 

potential of mind, body and spirit was awakened into the ‘compassionate con-

sciousness of God’. He was at one with God but at no time did he call himself 

God and did not encourage his followers to worship him. It was the action 

and developing belief of the church which made him as God. Other critics 

rightly point out the he said, ‘I and the Father are one’.  

Prayer becomes the act of co-creating with pure spiritual energy, the  

consciousness of God. 

We have become increasingly aware of alternative medicine/therapies. Most of 

these including the practice of prayer are based on ‘an intention for love and 

healing’. Jesus’ ministry was such. It was co-creative action-Jesus and the faith 

of the one being healed or their friend/ relative’s faith. 

Science tells us that it is what affects our genes not the genes in themselves,  

is instrumental in healing outcomes. Thus, a good self is an important  

ingredient in the healing process. 

This is but a taster for those who feel inclined to read and think further. It is a 

book worth a reflective and critical read. Thanks for getting this far. I am also 

happy to talk with anyone about his ideas. Go well. 

John Towler  
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Warden’s View:  

Managing change for the Good & for God 

Not one of us likes change, and yet the world is constantly  
changing.  Even the world, God’s creation is changing.  We have 
reached “the mellow season of fruit fullness” again in our ever changing 
round of the season. October always reminds me that we have reached 
the time of Harvest. A beautiful time of the year, with the wonderful 
changing colours of trees and vegetation around us.  A time for us to 
give thanks for God’s goodness to us, in the provision of our daily food.  
It also reminds us of those in our own country and around the world 
who have so little. 

It is very good to have something stable and unchanging in our lives.  
God is that stable and unchanging thing in our lives.  The love of his 
Son, Jesus, is the one whom we can turn to, no matter what may  
happen.   

For us all, while we crave things to be stable, unchanging, the world is 
ever changing however.  For us all and our daily lives so much has 
changed because of Covid.  We have put a great deal of hard work to 
open church for daily worship, and each week some 10 people are on a 
rota to open church, clean it and close it up in the evening.  Thank you 
to everyone for this ministry. 

We have through Gary, Mike and others been able to create a new  
ministry to those at home. The daily thought for the day, the  
Saturday spotlight, and the streaming of services, has been so much 
appreciated by so many people. Touching many who would not be with 
us on a Sunday, as well as our own people.  A new way of spreading 
God’s love and the teachings of his Son.  Nigel and I are now working 
on the next step of equipment to make our offering of this new ministry 
even better.    

In the church office we have seen the introduction of new  
computers and moving to the “Cloud”.  This will enable Gail and Jackie 
to function even more efficiently and to work from their homes as well 
as the church office if we have another outbreak of lockdown.  In the 
modern world we have to move with the times and keeping abreast of 
the “Modern World”.  As a church we must not be seen to be haphazard 
and out of date. 

It is heartening to see people coming back to worship in church. That 
brings many challenges, but on the last Sunday of August we had 55 
people who felt able to come to church for “a socially  
distanced” service.   At the time of writing, we are looking to be able to 
have more services in the churches, with the return of a choir to lead 
singing, even if we cannot sing ourselves. 

As I write, at the moment the four P.C.C.s of the Avon Valley are  
looking at the Simplification suggestions, with a view to becoming one 
Parish, and not 4.  A new way of working, and another area of change.   
This will save our Rector, to have to attend 4 P.C.C.s and other  



6 

 committees.  A great deal of hard work has gone into this process since 
the beginning of the year, and the aim is to come to a decision by the 
end of September.  

Our patterns of services across the benefice is changing, with Nicky  
going to Axemouth and Mike going to St. Peter’s Parkstone.  More 
change.  We are grateful to Nicky and Mike for all that they have  
contributed to the life of our parishes. Change for them and change for 
us too. We will have to change and move things around, but there are 
more people coming forward to lead our worship.  This will mean  
changes, but I am sure that it will bring us even more together as a 
benefice, and to enable us to experience new ways of worship.  Already 
we are moving around the benefice with our early morning B.C.P  
service and it is lovely to worship with people who we are coming to 
know even more, as they welcome us to “their church” and style of  
worship.  It is also very good news, that the diocese have ear marked 
the benefice to have another curate.  Gary will be busy in this process, 
as he and the prospective new curate see if they measure up to one  
another.  A very positive chance and a joy for us all to be involved in 
helping to shape the ministry of a new priest.   

In Fordingbridge Nigel and I have been asking members of the  
congregation and choir about a replacement for Clive as our  
co-musical director.  I seems that many people have said “yes” they 
would like another one and especially if the person could bring different 
styles of music to our worship as well as  also  
engaging  with young people and help out in our schools, and also be a 
music resource which could offer to share within the benefice, if others 
saw a need.   In addition we are spending a lot of time and energy on 
plans for the church hall.   At the moment we are hoping to have some 
useful thoughts, appraisals and costings to take to our Buildings and 
Fabric committee.  This will be first time we have done this important 
and very necessary piece of work.  Linked with this is all the work being 
planned for the fabric of the church and the way in which we can open it 
up to all visitors, schools etc to show the history of the changing and 
ever moving life and witness to Jesus Christ down through the  
generations of the people who have lived here.  

So as we look around us, and mark so many changes, and work with 
them, we thank God, that he is unchanging, a rock set fast, and for the 
love of his Son Jesus, a love which is never changing, inspiring, helping 
and leading us on, and for the gift of the Holy Spirit which helps us to 
grapple with all those changes that daily beset us.  

The hymn “Through all the changing scenes of life” seems to sum this 
up so well as we deal with change.   

“Through all the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy, the  
praises of my God shall still my heart and tongue employ. “  “Fear him, 
ye saints, and you will then have nothing else to fear; make you his 
service your delight, yours wants shall be his care.”    

Ian Newman  
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AVC SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2020 
Online services available live on our Facebook page and Website,  

or afterwards on YouTube. 

‘Avon Valley Churches’ 
 

 Every weekday     10.00am Thought for the Day 

Mondays & Wednesdays   9.00am   Morning Prayer (Zoom) 

Mondays   11.00am  Assembly 

Wednesdays    11.00am  Messy Church 

Fridays   11.00am  Open the Book Online 

All available on AVC Children, Youth and Families Facebook page 

Saturdays   10.00am  The Saturday Conversation 

Sunday 4th October  8.15am  Holy Communion, Fordingbridge 

   10.00am  Harvest Morning Service, Fordingbridge and  

    online 

   10.00am  Harvest Holy Communion, Hale 

   10.00am  Harvest Morning Service, Breamore 

   4.00pm  Harvest Service, Hyde and online 

   6.00pm  Sanctus, Fordingbridge 

Sunday 11th October  8.15am  Holy Communion, Hyde 

   10.00am  Holy Communion, Fordingbridge  

   10.00am  Morning Service, Woodgreen and online 

   10.00am  Holy Communion, Breamore 

   6.00pm  Evensong at Fordingbridge 

Sunday 18th October  8.15am  Holy Communion, Fordingbridge (online t.b.c) 

   10.00am  Morning Service, Fordingbridge 

   10.00am  Morning Service, Hyde and online 

   10.00am  Mattins at Breamore 

   6.00pm  Sanctus, Fordingbridge 

Wednesday 21st October  10.00am  Thought for the Day and Communion,  

   Fordingbridge 

Sunday 25th October  8.15am   Holy Communion, Breamore 

   10.00am  Holy Communion, Fordingbridge and online 

   10.00am  Holy Communion, Hyde 

   10.00am  Holy Communion, Woodgreen 

   6.00pm  Evensong, Fordingbridge 
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What To Do In The Garden  

• Take time to clean and disinfect your 
greenhouse before moving any tender 
plants inside. Doing so will optimise light 
levels over winter and help reduce pests 
and diseases. 

• Apply autumn lawn feed as soon as  
possible. 

• Mulch borders with well rotted organic matter such as  
farmyard manure or garden compost. A layer 7cm (3in.) deep 
is ideal. 

• Towards the end of the month, prune recently planted bush 
and shrub roses, particularly those on exposed sites, to  
minimise wind rock. Reducing the height by one third will  
limit root disturbance in windy weather. 

• Collect ripe seed once the heads brown. Dry, and store in  
envelopes in an air tight container in the fridge. Don’t forget 
to write on the envelope what plant the seeds belong to! 

• Continue dividing and replanting herbaceous perennials. 

• Once canna and dahlia have been damaged by frost, cut back 
and dig up plants to store in a dark, cool but frost free place. 
In milder areas with free draining soil they can remain in 
place, a thick layer of dry mulch will offer some winter  
protection. 

• Pot on late summer cuttings into 9cm (3.5in.) pots of a well 
drained growing medium. 

• Plant up prepared hyacinth bulbs in pots and place in cool, 
shady conditions to prepare for Christmas flowering. 

• Harvest pumpkins, squashes and marrows before the first 
frosts. 

• Dig over fallow vegetable beds and cover with landscape  
fabric to let rain in but prevent weed seeds germinating. 

• Collect and dispose of apple and pear leaves infected with 
scab or pear rust, and any fallen fruit with brown rot. Apply 
barrier glue or grease bands to apple and pear trees to  
prevent wingless winter moth females crawling into trees to 
lay eggs. 

• Replace summer bedding plants in borders and containers 
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 with autumn and spring bedding plants, such as pansies, violas 
and primulas along with bulbs for spring displays. 

• For protection from winter cold and wet. Place containers in 
sheltered spots close to buildings. Remove saucers placed  
under pots used during summer and raise containers off the 
ground with pot feet or tiles to help prevent compost becoming 
too wet over winter. 

• Now is a good time to plant, or lift and divide, rhubarb.  
Remove dead leaves to expose the crown to frost: this will help 
ensure a good crop of stalks the following year.  

Graham Fry 

News from Fordingbridge Museum  

Church Wall Paintings 

Most people think of churches and castles as being stone coloured 
because that is what we are used to today. Originally both these 
types of building would have been highly coloured both inside and 
out. Castles would have been plastered and colour washed on the 
outside to make a powerful visual statement to those who came 
near to them. Their insides would have not been the bare stone we 
see today but plastered and painted and hung with tapestries. 
Look out the next time you go to a castle for the remains of the 
plaster which is more likely to be preserved on the inside. 

Pre-reformation church buildings would have been equally highly 
coloured.  When the outside of the west front of Salisbury  
Cathedral was being restored, traces of paint were found dating 
from when the whole surface would have been a blaze of colour.  
Imagine the effect of this on the local population many of whom 
would have been living in fairly primitive and often squalid huts. 
The size of this brightly coloured stone building must have had the 
awe inspiring effect it was designed to produce. 

Pre-reformation churches were also highly decorated on the inside. 
Walls would have large painted images of biblical events that 
would have resonated with the illiterate population. These were  
often painted by local craftsmen but were also sometimes  
produced by travelling specialist artists.  Walls not covered by  
specific images would be painted with coloured patterns such as 
chevrons.  A church visitor of the time would have been greeted by 
a riot of colour and imagery that would have produced the spiritual 
or religious feeling of wonder that it was designed to do.  

One of the largest and most spectacular wall paintings locally can 
be seen in St Thomas’s Church in Salisbury. This was painted in 
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 the 1470s and is called a doom painting because it depicts the Last 
Judgement when God would decide which people would ascend  
into heaven and which would descend into hell.  It is painted on 
the chancel arch so that it would be visible to the congregation as 
a stark reminder of their fate if they did not follow the teachings of 
the church.   

Most church wall paintings were whitewashed over during the 
Reformation when such images and decoration was considered too 
Catholic.   This ironically served to preserve some paintings that 
were subsequently discovered in more recent times when the 
white washing wore away. The Doom painting in St Thomas’s was 
discovered in 1819 during cleaning of the walls and bizarrely  
recovered with white wash until 1881 when the whole painting was 
uncovered. 

To see some marvellous 14th century church wall paintings visit 
Cranborne church to see the paintings depicting St Christopher as 
well as the Seven Deadly Sins.    

The church at Breamore (see above) also has some interesting 
paintings in the porch showing the body of Christ hanging on the 
cross with Mary and St John standing on either side.  The hand of 
God is shown above emerging from a cloud of wavy lines.  
Research in 1980 showed that the rood was originally part of the 
chancel arch of the Saxon building and was moved to its present 
position in the 14th century. On the west wall of the church there is 
a representation of Judas hanging from a tree.   
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This Month’s Recipe - Lime and Polenta Cake 

This is a lovely moist gluten free cake.   

Serves 8 

300g (11 oz) butter softened 

300g (11 oz) caster sugar 

Finely grated rind and juice of 2 limes 

4 eggs beaten 

300g (11 oz) ground almonds 

150g (5oz) polenta 

1 tsp baking powder 

For the glaze: 

Finely grated rind and juice of 1 lime 

75g (3oz) caster sugar 

Icing sugar for dusting 

Preheat the oven to 325 F /160 C /140 C fan /gas mark 3. Grease and line the 
base of a 25cm (9”) spring-form tin. 

Put butter, sugar and lime rind into a large bowl and beat with an electric 
hand whisk until light and fluffy. Gradually whisk in eggs, then add ground  
almonds, polenta, lime juice and baking powder. Carefully fold in until  
thoroughly combined. 

Spoon into prepared tin and level the surface. Bake for about 1 hr 15 mins. or 
until a skewer inserted into the middle of the cake comes out clean and the 
sponge is golden brown and springy to touch. If the top of the cake starts to 
get too brown, cover with foil. Set aside while you make the glaze. 

Heat the lime rind and juice, sugar and 2 tabsp water in a small pan, stirring 
over a low heat until sugar has dissolved, then simmering for 2-3 mins. until 
syrupy. Prick the surface of the cake with the skewer, spoon the hot syrup 
evenly over the warm sponge and leave to cool completely in the tin. 

Remove from tin, transfer to a serving plate and dust with icing sugar.  Serve 
warm or cold, sliced into wedges with a dollop of crème fraiche. 

Trudi Cotton 

Restoration, recording and conservation of church wall paintings 
involves painstaking and costly work. Even after restoration the 
paintings are often subject to damp, mould and water damage. I 
always derive great pleasure in seeking out the remains of paint-
work in churches that I visit. I imagine the people who painted 
them all those years ago. You can tell what they may have looked 
like from the paintings because they were invariably not based on 
clothes and hair styles from biblical times but from the age in 
which they are painted. 

Julian Hewitt 
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My Lockdown Life by Mike Ireland  

I had retired at Christmas enjoying some leisure time, perhaps 
reading a couple of fresh books, when the coronavirus pandemic 
hit us all. It immediately meant that our planned family get  
together had to be cancelled as did one the following weekend with 
fellow musicians. 

With government instructions not to go too far afield, Margaret and 
I made use of our time carrying out jobs around the house and 
garden which usually get left during regular times. The garage was 
tidied and the garage windows and door frames painted, and  
gutters around the house and the conservatory were cleaned out. 
In the evenings we made jigsaw puzzles. 

In between these jobs, I started erecting staging and sowing seeds 
in the greenhouse. Tomatoes first usually on the 1st March, then 
flower seeds and plug plants a little later followed by Dahlia  
tubers. These are placed in a large box and covered with soil to 
give them an early start. 

The fish pond needed maintenance. The UV light tube was  
renewed, the pond and filter thoroughly cleaned and hoovered out, 
and weeds cut back. So eventually there was lovely clean water, 
happy fish and approx.ten baby fish born this year.  

Meanwhile the seeds were doing well and we were soon pricking 
them out and transplanting them into the borders. Once the  
tomatoes and cucumbers are planted and staked up, you begin to 
see the fruits of your labour. 

When the Sunday services returned online, Margaret and I  
attended them together sat in front of the computer screen. Of 
course there was no hymn singing or bell ringing. In fact the bells 
were silent all over the country. It’s something I miss and I miss 
my fellow ringers too. St Mary’s has now rung for two Sunday  
services recently but we cannot ring all eight bells because the 
ropes are barely a metre apart, so we ring just four, for example 
1.3.5.7. This means we comply with government guidelines.  

Similar to many people, we have had to change our holiday dates 
and simply booked them for next year. But it has not been all 
doom and gloom. Since the government has relaxed the  
regulations, we have taken advantage of the fine weather and  
enjoyed going for a ride around, pub lunches and evening meals, 
watched some cricket matches and been to Bournemouth Beach. 
To round it all off, my grand daughter, Jessica, and her fiancé,  
Aaron recently got married having postponed it from April.  
Obviously only a small number were in attendance including their 
twin daughters, but it was a lovely occasion.  

Mike Ireland 
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From the Avon Valley Churches Parish Registers 
 

Funerals 

September   5  Rachel Trott (burial of ashes)  Stuckton Road 

                    7  Amanda Holland (burial of ashes) Hyde 

                   11 Sascha Gorzanski (burial of ashes) Hyde 

                   14 Esme Stoner    Fordingbridge 

                   16 Jenny Yelland    Fordingbridge 

Welcome to a New Member of the Magazine Team!  
The Magazine Team is delighted to welcome Mike Ireland to the 
Team. He will be contributing the regular recipe and quiz for us 
following Trudi’s departure.  
 

Calling all digital-wise folk!!  
We very much need someone to help compile the magazine copy 
on their computer in a format ready to share like this. Without 
someone coming forward it will no longer be possible to publish 
the magazine.  
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Book Review: The Good God by Michael Reeves 

This short book (with illustrations) was highly recommended to 
me, and I am very grateful or I might have missed it, and it is a 
gem. 

Don’t be put off that it is about what can appear to be a rather dull 
or mysterious subject:  the Trinity.   It is a ‘good read’, explains 
how the Christian God is different to the gods of other Faiths, and 
focuses in a fresh way about what the Bible tells us of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit and their overflowing relationship of Love with 
each other and with us. 

I have just finished it and found it lifted my spirits, and clarified 
my mind in a Life-giving way.  I am about to read it again!  It was 
written in 2012 and reprinted no less than 6 times since then, the 
last edition in 2019. My copy cost me £7.99. 

Pat Bloomfield 
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Ice Cream rose  Helen Tague 

Still Relevant 100 years later!! 
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My Early Childhood Years - Dorothy Ashford 

I was born in Morecambe, Lancashire where my father Theodore, 
had an electrical business but at the age of two we moved to a tiny 
hamlet named Dinckley, on the banks of the river Ribble down  
river from Preston.  My home was a rather old large rambling but  
unpretentious house  set in a most beautiful garden comprising 
lawns, lily pond with fountain, herbaceous borders, fruit bushes 
and trees of every variety and many roses. It had extensive views 
down to the river and the hills beyond. A well-known beauty spot. 
When  lots of ramblers had walked from the nearest bus two and a 
half miles away, they were thirsty and welcomed the water  
fountain we had at the gate raising money for Dr Barnardo’s. Then 
refreshed they would continue their walk to the river where the  
local farmer used to row them across as they called across to him.  

Unusually, there was a church also in our garden because there 
were no other local places of worship. Every Sunday evening either 
my grandfather or father would lead a non-liturgical service to 
which 40 to 50 folk would regularly attend. Also, summer camps 
for children. 

At five, I attended the local Anglican village school two and a half 
miles away going on the bus that only ran twice a day. Memories 
are of a huge log fire surrounded by a sturdy fireguard useful for 
drying gloves etc, bottles of lukewarm milk having been warmed 
on a radiator (Ugh!), slides on the icy playground and radio  
broadcasts and of a lovely teacher called Miss Whalley. 

Soon after commencing school, however both my mother and 
grandfather developed cancer and died within a few months of 
each other. My mother, Ellen was only thirty seven years of age. 
Fortunately, my ‘nanny’ was there to look after me which probably 
meant that her loss was lessened. She had been nanny to my 
mother and her siblings and was no relation but what a support 
she was to us all. And of course, she used to tell me about my 
mother and keep alive her memories. After two or so years my  
father married Ruth who cared for me lovingly and of whom I was 
very fond.  A happy household once again. 

Then the war broke out. Living in the country with all our produce 
and hens, occasional butter and clothing coupons from the farms 
we were not deprived. At night we heard the German bombers 
overhead en-route for Liverpool or Manchester. Petrol was short 
with one weekly trip to town for groceries etc being allowed. 

Then the evacuees arrived. We had two mothers and four very 
young children billeted on us. They hated the countryside missing 
their camaraderie, shops pub cinema etc.. After only three weeks 
they returned home and to the bombing. So school became half 
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time, starting at 8:30am till 1:00pm when the evacuees attended. 
Every day we had to sit wearing our gas masks to practice.   At 
that time of day there was no transport home so whatever the 
weather we walked. Did we use the roads - Oh No! It was under 
hedges, across fields over fences climbing trees and jumping 
brooks. It was late into the afternoon before we arrived home  
utterly famished and often wet!   

In spite of the war, it was a time of great freedom for us children. 
All the local children were boys so I joined them! We would go off 
for the day with food and drink returning at teatime. No one  
worried about us knowing we were safe, but were we? Scratches, 
bruises but nothing worse seemed to happen to us. I always had a 
plaster on one knee, if not both, but there were occasions when I 
was a real ‘ little girl’ wearing the lovely smocked and embroidered 
dresses my grandmother made with a pretty straw bonnet! 

One of our delights was to go to the farms when the thresher  
arrived. It would go from farm to farm in rotation and as children 
we were allowed to sit on top of the stack and watch. Our  
excitement came when reaching the bottom of the next stack the 
rats would come out and the dogs go for them!  I am afraid, I was 
a real tomboy, not very ladylike!  On the other hand, I knew all the 
wild flowers and where they grew, compiling an album which we 
then did.  We grew tomatoes and grapes. I used to deliver these 
on my bike around the area. It was a BSA Sports model with three 
gears. I was very proud of that. Looking back the war  
certainly didn’t  impact on us compared to many others. My father 
had valvular trouble so didn’t pass his medical and was an ARP 
warden instead. 

When I was ten, my half sister Doreen was born. She was a lovely 
sunny child but sadly she only lived five years because of  
tubercular meningitis.  So, except for that very traumatic time, I 
was an only child. At the age of eleven, I passed the 11 plus for 
Clitheroe Royal Grammar School. So off I went wearing my new 
very smart uniform of navy and gold. Clitheroe was eight miles 
away with two buses which often didn’t connect. Once again it was 
walk home in all weathers. We Northerners are a tough bunch! 

So began the next chapter in my life…………… 

                                                                         Dorothy Ashford 
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JIGSAW PUZZLE FESTIVAL – UPDATE COVID STYLE!  

The last Jigsaw Puzzle Festival was held in 
2019, and the plan was to hold the next in  
February 2021. Viv, Andy, John and I are  
looking ahead to next February and wondering 
if we can still have a Jigsaw Festival but with a 
difference to take account of all the  
restrictions that are almost certainly going to 
be in place. We desperately need the extra 
funds as a result of lockdown. If we go ahead, 
we want visitors to feel comfortable coming 
into the building to buy. Last month we put out a plea for helpers.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has offered their help and  
ideas. It has been very encouraging!! We know we will need 
more when the time comes but the initial response has been  
brilliant. Do let us know if you can help if you’ve not already done 
so. It will mean 2-hour shifts, hopefully for 1,2 or ideally the full 3 
days.  
 

Making Puzzles? How you can help us now: If you are making 
puzzles on board for us, one way you can help NOW is to make 
the puzzle, be sure it is complete and then pack it very carefully 
into a large bag, seal the bag, put it in the box with a note  
inside (dated) to say it is complete. Please keep your  
boxed puzzles and board until we know more!!  
 

Planning ahead: With current restrictions we are not sure if an 
event like this will be allowed, even with masks, restricted   
numbers and one way systems! We are keeping an open mind at 
the moment. Keep a look out in Partners for further information as 
it may all be rather last minute when it comes to decisions! 
 

Dates to Remember: These are the days we have booked at St 
Mary’s Fordingbridge for 2021. They are at the end of the Half 
Term holiday.  

10am- 4pm, Fri 19th, Sat 20th and Sun 21st February 2021  

Can you help? Or can you put people who can help in touch with 
us?  

See Page 34 for our contact details. Thank you for your 
support.  

Judith Dowsett and Viv Finch 



19 

 

This Month’s Quiz – General Knowledge 

1. Which British playwright won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 

2005? 

2. What gives the cheese Windsor Red its red colour? 

3. In the Jerome K Jerome novel ‘Three Men in a Boat’ what was 

the name of the dog? 

4. Which is the largest land-locked county in England? 

5. How many British monarchs were there in the 20th Century? 

6. Which three musicians made up the rock band Cream? 

7. In the UK, when do the four quarter days fall? 

8. What spirit is used to make the ’Between the Sheets’ cocktail?  

9. What is the last book of the Old Testament? 

10. Which three US States have only four letters? 

(Answers on p26)  
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Rev Nicky writes: 
I want to say a huge thank you for ‘all’ my leaving gifts. The 
cheque was for a very large amount and will be wonderful to put 
towards a fantastic holiday with the family. 

It has been truly wonderful to be able to serve you as priest here 
in the Avon Valley Churches team and lead worship at all the  
beautiful churches with particular oversight of the churches in 
Hale, Woodgreen and Breamore. I learnt so much that I am  
already putting to use in my new role as Team Vicar in the Axe 
Valley Mission Community.  

I am missing you all BUT have already enjoyed catching up with 
some of you on a Wednesday when I am back  
visiting the family on my day off. I hope to see more of you soon. 

I am always available if you ever need me for anything and hope 
you may pop in if you are ever on a day out to the seaside at Lyme 
Regis. 

Love and prayers,  Nicky (07931 413629) 

Fordingbridge PCC Notes 

A meeting took place on 10 September. The proposal that “having 
considered the Simplification Papers presented by the  
Simplification Working Group, this PCC supports the proposal to 
form one PCC for the Avon Valley Churches” was unanimously 
agreed and approved. Subsequently all 4 PCCs were informed that 
each PCC has agreed to this proposal to become one parish. Going 
forward there will be further meetings to discuss implementation of 
this momentous decision. 

Other business related to online donations, together with the 
opening of Benefice churches for worship and whether more  
services could be included in the coming months. A report on the 
work of the Avon Valley Partnership Youth and Community Trust 
was received from Revd Kate Wilson. Music at St Mary’s was  
discussed following on from the questionnaire responses received 
by the churchwardens. St Giles has not been opened for private 
prayer or worship because it cannot be done safely under the  
current restrictions. The future use of St Giles were discussed and 
there will be some consultation with the current worshippers.  

The APCM, annual parish celebrations will take place on Monday 19 
October at 7pm in St Mary’s Church, Fordingbridge, having been 
postponed from March. There will elections for Churchwardens, 
Deanery Synod members and PCC. All persons on the electoral roll 
are entitled to vote.  

Judith Dowsett 
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Modern Day Conversion 

My stepbrother Colin only attended Church for weddings and  
funerals. In August 1994, on returning home from work, he 
watched the news on the television where a woman was being  
interviewed. She mentioned God and at that moment Colin felt a 
sharp blow on the back of his neck. Then later on he began to hear 
"voices". He did not mention this to his wife Carol.  

Then on the first Sunday in October he knew he just had to go to 
Church and went along to nearby Rochester Cathedral. After the 
service he spoke to a lady who suggested he might go to the Alpha 
Course, which he did. It was then that Colin realised that the 
“voices” which he’d had for three weeks had stopped.  

In 1996 Colin worked for the Blythwood Charity for two years, 
twice going to Serbia doing voluntary work. After a time he felt 
drawn to being a Lay Preacher. During the training, however, he 
knew he was being called to give himself to God full time. In 1998 
he was accepted for Ordination training at Bristol Theological  
College, with Carol working as secretary at the nearby hospital to 
support them. 

Colin was ordained in 2000 at Rochester Cathedral, a very proud 
moment for me. He worked as Curate, Vicar and Area Dean for 17 
years with Carol enjoying being a Vicar's wife. Colin is now retired 
enjoying voluntary work as Chaplain at a Hospice, also taking  
occasional weddings and funerals in the Rochester and Canterbury 
dioceses. 

During all this time their son Marc started going to church, and he 
is also ordained and now a Vicar. A wonderful experience which 
has brought Colin and I much closer together. 

Olive Baker 
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“We left our houses, factories and everything.   

All we could take were our clothes.” 
 

When so-called Islamic State (IS) invaded northern Iraq, Iraqi Christians who fled 
had to leave everything behind.  For Faraydoun and Bashar, that meant abandoning 
the factories they owned.  It meant changing from thriving business owners to unem-
ployed refugees.  It was heart-breaking. 
 
“When IS entered in, they left us with nothing, no relatives, no houses - they took 
everything and kicked us out,” Faraydoun says.  He and his family ended up in Tur-
key, as refugees. 
 
Faraydoun had gone from being a successful businessman to an outsider who didn’t 
speak the language and couldn’t find work.  When he eventually returned home, his 
house was in disarray and everything had gone.  “Honestly, I cried.  Looking at my 
children was difficult.  When I remember that day, it is painful.” 
 
Bashar faced very similar circumstances.  He owned a factory in Mosul, working 
with his brothers.  Things were going well until IS came.  Soon he and his family 
were facing threats and harassment;  some of his relatives were even killed. 
 
“We left our houses, factories and everything.  All we could take were our clothes.” 
 
God kept Bashar and his family strong. “I teach my children that we must trust God 
in everything,” he says.  “I can trust God in all times, whether good or bad.” 
 
Thanks to the prayers and donations of Open Doors supporters, the lives of 
Faraydoun and Bashar and their families have been transformed through micro-loans 
provided by Open Doors partners.  Faraydoun developed a fish farm with his loan 
and the income means his family can survive.  Bashar was able to open and expand 
a shop.  Escalating living expenses and rents in Iraq meant he couldn't have done 
this without the help of Open Doors supporters, and he is grateful:  “I’m very thank-
ful to the supporters:  they don’t know me, but they trust me.” 
 
The micro-loans provided by Open Doors partners have been the difference between 
destitution and employment for these family men.  Their loans are just two of 60 that 
have already been given in Iraq, bring hope to many believers. 
 
You can keep hope alive for Christians in Iraq through micro-loans and other 
projects.  Go to www.opendoorsuk.org/iraq 
 

Article taken from Open Doors World Watch List 2020 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org/iraq
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Looking for a beautiful Christmas present at a reasonable price, 
and wanting to support a good cause at the same time? Look no 
further! 

These beautiful coil bracelets will be available in different colours 
this Autumn: as well as silver, there will be red, blue, green, black 
and gold beads on the silver wire. There will also be a bigger 
choice of Bible verses, which are encoded on each bracelet.  There 
are both pink and blue boxes, depending on which verses you 
choose.  

If you are interested in buying one or several, please contact me 
via the Church Office (details on back cover) with ‘BRACELETS’ in 
the subject line. 

I am passionate about Open Doors, and this is one way to support 
them.  See website to see what they do:  www.opendoorsuk.org. 

Thank you for your support. Pat Bloomfield.  

Autumn colours for Morse code Bracelets! 



24 

 
Magazine in Crisis!!  

The Future of Fordingbridge News & Views is under Review 

Please read this and then contribute your view!  

During the last few months, due to the restrictions with lockdown, 
Fordingbridge News & Views has been made available only as a 
digital version on the AVC Website. It has become apparent that 
some people have found it difficult to access this, and for others it 
has been impossible because they don’t have internet. The Editors 
are very mindful of those people who feel cut off as a result and to 
an extent Partners has provided a weekly update. You may be  
surprised to know that only 53 people actually subscribe to the 
magazine; others would pick up a copy ad hoc and pop money in 
the wall safe.  

On a positive side, during lockdown the Magazine has been able to 
offer a wide range of material and full colour, which was not  
possible when copies were printed. In some respects it doesn’t 
take any longer to collate, but does take a while to rustle up copy! 
Whilst we should have collected advertising fees, this has been 
suspended because of the lockdown and the belief that local  
businesses need support. We have no idea how many people  
actually look at the magazine on-line but apart from time, it costs 
us nothing to produce during lockdown!  

Behind the scenes, there are 4 people who comprise the Editorial 
team. Trudi Cotton who contributes recipes, great ideas and a  
series of interesting local historical stories. Judith and John have 
been involved for over ten years and basically assemble the copy 
into a format that can be printed. Viv is the longest serving  
member and continues to seek out new contributions and handles 
the advertising. In addition, there are 4 couples who make up the 
printing team; Jane and Martin, Christine and Graham, Viv and 
Andy, Judith and John, each taking a turn. Before lockdown, given 
other priorities in the Church Office,  it was increasingly difficult to 
print the magazine and takes about 3 to 4 hours to achieve. 

Earlier this year, Judith and John informed Canon Gary and the  
Editorial Team that they intended to step down at the end of this 
year. This edition will be the last to involve Trudi who is moving to 
Devon and we are pleased that Mike has come forward to take her 
place. Some of the printing team though would also like to retire 
and we need volunteers, particularly with digital skills, to 
come forward before the December/January edition if there is to 
be a February 2021 edition.   
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Perhaps it is time for things to change?! We have been  
reviewing the future of the magazine and would like to receive 
people’s views. Some random (!) thoughts are: 

• Who is the Magazine for? Is it part of our Mission?  

• Does is provide a good Church-Community link?  

• To provide a digital copy and email the Magazine PDF to any-
one who would like it for no charge, or a nominal charge. 

• To provide a digital copy and have it available on the AVC  
website, ie. as it is now. 

• To print a handful of copies for those who really want a copy 
and really do not have internet, as opposed to ‘I like to have a 
paper copy’. How this would be financed is not certain, nor who 
would print it out etc.  

• If visitors want to know more about the church and  
community, they can pick up Partners in Church and the digital 
Magazine (if produced) could be accessed via a QR code  
displayed 
inside the building.  

• Get a new editorial team set up and they decide what to do: is 
there anyone who would like to do that? Help, if needed, can 
be given.  

Let us know your thoughts by email (contact details on Page 34) 

Viv Finch has been polishing up her knitting skills!  
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Bible Reading Notes 2021 

Things are a little different this year............. However, I shall still 
be ordering Bible Reading Notes for next year for anyone who 
might like to use them. Both Scripture Union and the Bible Reading 
Fellowship publish a selection of guides. At the moment I order the 
following: 

• Scripture Union: Daily Bread (regular or large print) ) both at 
£19 per annum and published quarterly (Encounter with God) 

• Bible Reading Fellowship: New Daylight at £17.85 per annum 
and published 4-monthly  

New Daylight Deluxe (large print) £22.35 per annum, also  
published 4-monthly 

Further information is available on these websites: 
www.scriptureunion.org.uk    www.brf.org.uk 

If you are not a current subscriber, please contact me for details 
on how to place an order. My telephone number is 01725 518429 
and my email address gbenfield6@btinternet.com 

I usually send in the order at the beginning of November so please 
let me know by the end of October. Cheques should be made  
payable to The Parish of Fordingbridge. 

Thank you. 

Gillian Benfield 

This Month’s Quiz Answers  

1. Harold Pinter 
2. Port or red wine 
3. Montmorency 
4. Shropshire 
5. Six ( Victoria, Edward VII, George V, Edward VIII, George VI, 

Elizabeth II) 
6. Eric Clapton, Jack Bruce and Ginger Baker 
7. Lady Day (March 25th), Midsummer Day (June 24th),  

Michaelmas (September 29th) and Christmas Day 
8. Rum 
9. Malachi 
10. Utah, Ohio, Iowa  

http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk
http://www.brf.org.uk
mailto:gbenfield6@btinternet.com
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Sandleheath Village Hall Open for Business!  

We are delighted to announce that Sandleheath Village Hall,  
formerly known as St Aldhelm’s, was officially opened on Saturday 
5th September. Keith Bennett, Chairman of the Trustees gave a 
short speech to the assembled invited guests sitting in warm  
sunshine. This was followed by a speech from Philip Stockton, a 
former chairman of Sandleheath Parish Council. Both commented 
on the hard work that had gone into fundraising, grant funding and 
practical hard work to make splendid improvements to the building 
and grounds. The building is being leased for 25 years from  
Fordingbridge PCC and Winchester Diocese, the landlords, for a 
nominal rent of £1 per year in exchange for significant  
improvements. Phase 1: Kitchen and Toilets, plus insulation work 
to the walls is now complete. Funding for Phase 2: refurbishment 
of the main hall is well underway. Following the speeches, guests 
were given a socially distanced tour to see the new kitchen and 
toilets. Anyone who recalls the ‘old’ kitchen and toilets will be very 
impressed with the new look! It is a lovely building and will be an 
asset to the local community and surrounding area. Canon Gary, 
Ian Newman and Judith Dowsett were invited to represent the 
‘landlord’ and congratulate SVH on their achievement.  

Anyone who would like to hire the SVH or would like to know more 
should make their enquiries via the website:  
https://sandleheathvillagehall.com/ 

Judith Dowsett 

https://sandleheathvillagehall.com/
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Traidcraft at St Mary’s 

First of all I would like to thank all those who have supported me 
in so many ways during the years I have been running the stall at 
St. Mary’s.  Obviously there are those of you who buy goods,  
without which it could not happen at all. But there are also people 
who help me move furniture, put up the stall and take it down 
when the table defeats me.   

However, we are moving to Devon at some point in the Autumn 
and September should be my last stall (if Coronavirus permits). So 
I am appealing now for someone to replace me. It is not difficult 
as Gwenda handles all the ordering and accounts. All I have to do 
is tell her what I would like to order, do an occasional stocktake, 
keep track of items and run the stall. 

It is an enjoyable thing to do. I love chatting to my customers  
after our 10.30 service. Traidcrafters from other churches meet 
regularly and we form a friendly but committed group.  Beverly 
from Woodgreen, Sue from Sandleheath, Gwenda from Godshill, 
Isabel from the Methodists and Martin and Jenny from Hyde are  
always full of ideas and helpful suggestions, as is Joy, who often 
joins us from Downton. We do not just stock Traidcraft goods; their 
catalogue also includes famous Fair Trade names such as Divine  
chocolate and Café Direct. 

I am aware now that I may be repeating myself as I giving a 
‘Thought for the Day’ on September 3rd on the subject, but I 
would like to say why Fair Trade is so important. Firstly, it is  
showing love for others and, as such, it is a Christian act.  
Supporting a Traidcraft stall and Fair Trade in general contributes 
to charitable giving and also mission. If Christian organisations like  
Traidcraft benefit local communities, surely Christianity must be 
viewed in a friendly light. But there is a political point too. So 
many of the world’s recent problems, such as the rise of  
Nationalist parties and hostility to immigrants spring from the  
unfair distribution of wealth. It is not difficult to see why  
people risk their lives leaving poorer parts of Africa and Asia when 
we have so much and they have so little. If we are to leave a  
kinder, fairer and safer world for our children and grandchildren we 
need to address this inequality. Traidcraft and other Fair Trade  
organisations are working hard to do this. Finally, Traidcraft does 
try hard to source its products in a way that benefits the  
environment. To give one example, their palm oil is carefully 
sourced to be sustainable. 

So, do think about it. It is easy, fun, Christian and helps make the 
world better place. How many other opportunities can offer all 
this?  

Trudi Cotton 
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 Photos courtesy of Christine & Graham Fry 
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Photos courtesy of Peter Adams 
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Photos courtesy of Helen Tague 
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Photo of Porthleven courtesy of Annette Young 

Photo of Lake at Felbrigg Hall near Cromer courtesy of Helen Tague 



34 

 

 

  
 

 

      Suna May’s Home Help 
 

          I offer a home help service which includes    

Shopping, cooking, light cleaning, some care needs, appointments, 

     paperwork, pet care, and various other tasks to help and  

improve your quality of life. 

 
Please contact me to discuss your individual needs. 

07818 046636 
sunamay@hotmail.co.uk 

The Magazine Team are happy to accept items for publication.  
In general, items need to be topical, parish related or promoting 
Christian ideals and values.  Items will be published at the  
discretion of the Team and may be edited.  The Team take no  
responsibility for the accuracy of any item. Please submit written 
articles as a Word document and posters as A4 PDF.  

Please send items (preferably by email) to: 

Judith & John Dowsett     j.dowsett7@btinternet.com 
Vivienne Finch            01725 512267, viv@theshallows.co.uk 
Mike Ireland           picato@live.co.uk 

mailto:sunamay@hotmail.co.uk
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Michael Ireland 

Guitarist 
 

Playing popular music 
on the electric guitar 

Ideal for fetes, garden 
parties, informal 
 occasions, etc 

Guitar tuition given for 
beginners 

Will visit 
 

Tel: 01425 654857 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  

IN OUR MAGAZINE? 
 

It is read by Fordingbridge people and the surrounding villages. 
We will also advertise single charity events for free.  

Our annual rates for black & white are :- 

FULL PAGE £80 

HALF PAGE £50 

QUARTER PAGE £35 
Colour available for an additional charge 

 

All enquiries to Viv on 01725 512267 
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MICHAEL CASH 

FOR  ALL THOSE ODD JOBS THAT NEED 
CARRYING OUT 

DRIPPING TAPS - FITTING BATHROOMS  
FLAT PACK FURNITURE - NEW KITCHENS 

CLEARING GUTTERS - CLEANING PATIOS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS - COMPUTERS 

QUALIFIED SPEED STONE WORKTOP FITTER 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

GENERAL REPAIRS & 
MAINTENANCE 

07814924276 

  

JESSICA 
  

for beautiful fashion 

sizes 10-20 

  
  

59 High Street 

Fordingbridge 

Hampshire 

SP6 1AS 

  
  

Tel 01425 652395 
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Susan H. Collins 

Cranbourne Chase 
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I. N. NEWMAN LTD 
  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
  

Monumental Masons 
  

  

  

OFFICES IN SALISBURY AND FORDINGBRIDGE 

  

+ 24 hour day/night service        + Flowers arranged  

+ Home visits if  required            + Service sheets 

+ Pre-Pay Funeral Plans              + Funeral catering 

+ Help with all funeral aspects    + A complete service 

  

Private Chapels of  Rest 

  

Griffin House                               Griffin Mews 

55 Winchester Street                          22 High Street 

Salisbury                                    Fordingbridge 

Wilts                                             Hants 

SP1 1HL                                       SP6 1AX 

TEL: 01722 413136                TEL: 01425 656286 

  
  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED  

AND CONTROLLED BUSINESS 
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GLYNN COURT 
 

FRYERN COURT ROAD, FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

A registered home for the Elderly and Retired. 

Beautifully appointed, specialising in individual care 

and attention. Chiropodist and Hairdresser attend. Our 

friendly staff are on duty day and night. Excellent and  

varied menu—English in character. Respite care available. 
 

Joint managers: Sarah Bailey & Julie Bishop 

 

Brochure and Details available on request 

Telephone Fordingbridge 652349 



42 

 

THE PARISH OF FORDINGBRIDGE 
 

 

 

MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev’d Canon Gary Philbrick - Rector 

  email: rectory@avp-benefice.org.uk  Tel: 01425 839622 

Rev’d John Towler - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07940 855952  

Rev’d Kate Wilson - Assistant Priest     Tel: 07770 944054 

  & Pastoral Visitor Coordinator 
Mr Mark Ward - Licensed Lay Minister  
   email: mark@fordingbridge.com      Tel: 01425 656120 

Mrs Jo Heath - Youth & Families worker Tel: 07515 533685 

  email: families@avp-benefice.org.uk 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Churchwardens:  Mr Ian Newman      Tel: 01425 653269  

                 Mr Nigel Spratt       Tel: 01202 824413 
  email: churchwardens@avp-benefice.org.uk   
Assistant Wardens:  

Sandleheath - Mrs Sue Ledger      Tel: 01725 517389 
Godshill - Mrs Gwenda Moore       Tel: 01425 650104 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Judith Dowsett     Tel: 01425 650335 
  email: fb-pccsecretary@avp-benefice.org.uk 
PCC Treasurer: Mr Martin Calver         Tel: 01425 656189 
 

Avon Valley Churches Office: 
The Rainbow Centre, 39 Salisbury Street, SP6 1AB 

email: church.office@fordingbridge.com Tel: 01425 653163 
Web: www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

Parish Administrators: Gail Newell & Jackie Rowe  
Church Office open to callers: Monday - Friday 10.30am -12.00pm 

Urgent requests for prayer to:  prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk 

mailto:pccsec.fordingbridge@aol.co.uk

