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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.  If you need gluten free wafers 

at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead. Please stay after the morning 

service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.  God Bless 
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This week, the trustees of the Avon Valley Churches Youth 

and Community Trust met to continue discussions on many 

of the regular topics for a committee (finance and planning) 

but are currently in consultation with a wonderful bid writer 

and consultant, Ben, to develop a plan for sustainable youth, 

children and families work in Fordingbridge, Hyde, Breamore, 

Godshill, Sandleheath, Hale and Woodgreen.  

We have already ascertained that community engagement 

with the ‘missing generations’, so anyone really from 8 to 60 

years old, is very high on our priority list but we do not 

know what this may look like in a couple of years from now. 

For now, our aim is to begin our planned sensory and messy 

play toddler group as we set out to achieve before COVID 

(we were due to start in April 2020) and we have used the 

time during lockdown to create a purpose document for the 

charity and articulate an identity for ourselves in writing, all 

of which are essential for bid writing.  

This may sound a bit too business-like but unfortunately the 

business world has provided much of the language we use to 

talk about mission. We do need to have SMART goals, a five-

year strategic plan, core values, a mission statement as well 

as a vision. This enables us to communicate meaningfully 

with partner organisations and helps us to focus on key local 

priorities.  

We look forward to sharing what we have learned and how 

we are developing our vision in the coming months with you 

all. How exciting to be at the heart of rethinking ministry in 

rural areas!  Thanks be to God.   
Jo Heath 



 

COLLECT:  

Lord of creation, 

your glory is around and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence 

and know your peace at our lives’ end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 78:1-7 (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people;  

 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
 

2  I will open my mouth in a parable;  

I will pour forth mysteries from of old, 
 

3  Such as we have heard and known,  

which our forebears have told us. 
 

4  We will not hide from their children, 

  but will recount to generations to come,  

the praises of the Lord and his power 

  and the wonderful works he has done. 
 

5  He laid a solemn charge on Jacob 

  and made it a law in Israel,  

which he commanded them to teach their children, 
 

6 That the generations to come might know, 

 and the children yet unborn,  

that they in turn might tell it to their children, 
 
 

7  So that they might put their trust in God  

      and not forget the deeds of God, 

but keep his commandments. 

 

Readings for this week 
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 
 

Philippians 2:1-13 
 

Christians are encouraged to follow the example of Christ's humility. 

 
1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 

the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 

something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, be-

ing born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled him-

self and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross. 9 There-

fore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have 

always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at 

work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      
 



Matthew 21:23-32 
 

The religious leaders question Jesus' authority.  Then he makes them think about how 

they need to obey God's will. 

 
23 When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these 

things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24 Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you 

one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 

do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven,” he will say to 

us, “Why then did you not believe him?” 26 But if we say, “Of human origin,” we are 

afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 27 So they answered Jesus, 

‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I 

am doing these things. 28 What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the 

first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 29 He answered, “I will 

not”; but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second 

and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31 Which of the 

two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 

believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 

you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Almighty God, 

you have taught us through your Son 

that love is the fulfilling of the law: 

grant that we may love you with our whole heart 

and our neighbours as ourselves; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 



OUT & ABOUT:  During the coming weeks Gary will be much 

engaged in Weddings, Funerals, planning for upcoming events and Services, 

the Simplification Process, and other AVC and Deanery Meetings.  If you'd like 

to chat about anything (sharing good news, or sharing concerns), do give him 

a call on 014525 839622, and he'll be happy to meet in person, or by phone, 

Zoom, etc. 
 

MIKE TROTMAN'S LICENSING at St Peter's Parkstone, is on 

Wednesday September 30th at 7pm. Do pray for him and the family as they 

settle into their new home.  Gary and one Lay representative of the AVC will 

be there in person (there are only 30 places in total) - but the Service will be 

streamed on-line - details to follow. (Do also pray for all of those whose 

ordinations as Priests and Deacons have been delayed from July, and who will 

now be ordained on October 3rd (Priests) and 4th (Deacons) in Winchester 

Cathedral - among them, Craig Philbrick). 
 

ELECTORAL ROLL : Our Electoral Rolls were revised in preparation for 

the Annual Parish Celebrations in the spring which didn't then happen, so we 

are not proposing a full revision for the Annual Parish Meetings in October.  If 

anyone would like to join the Electoral Roll, please obtain a form.  Please 

collect from Church or it can be emailed or posted on request.  Please 

contact Jackie Rowe on 01425 653163 or email accounts@avp-

benefice.org.uk.  All forms should be returned by 30th September to enable 

you to vote at our Annual Parish Meetings. 
 

HARVEST SUNDAY:  Harvest Sunday across the AVC is on October 4th, 

St Francis Day.  We are inviting anyone not attending the Services to take 

their Harvest Gifts (non-perishable gifts to share with the Fordingbridge 

Foodbank) to the Churches at any point during the week leading up to 

October 4th, and placing them in front of the Altar, and spending a few 

moments giving thanks for God's wonderful world, and for all the gifts of the 

Harvest we have received. 
 

KINKIIZI ACTION GROUP Group Facebook Page  - You might like to 

keep up with the work of the Kinkiizi Action Group, the group in the 

Deanery which encourages our links with our Partner Diocese in Uganda.  If 

you are interested in Kinkiizi, please do 'like' the page to get news, including 

photographs, as they arrive  https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup 

mailto:accounts@avp-benefice.org.uk
mailto:accounts@avp-benefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup


 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Morning 

Prayer is said together on Zoom, and anyone is welcome to join in. Log-in 

details are Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

COFFEE AFTER SUNDAY SERVICE:  The After-Service Coffee Time 

has been one of the very best things we have done since Lockdown, 

especially in the way people from across our seven our Churches have met 

each other.  However, in recent weeks, since the numbers attending Services 

in Church have increased,  the numbers have been very small, and I wonder 

whether it has now served its very useful function (and there have been a 

couple of errors with who was hosting it, and the details not in Partners).  If 

you think that the Coffee Slot should continue, please let us know, and we 

will be very happy to restart.  Gary. 
 

FAMILIES AND CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES :  Online activities will 

continue as follows (even though they are no longer being listed on the back 

page of Partners!) :            Mondays 11am School Assembly 

     Wednesdays 11am Messy Church 

      Fridays 11am Bible Story “Open the Book” 
 

JIGSAW PUZZLE FESTIVAL – COVID STYLE! Thank you to 

everyone who has come forward to offer their help for the proposed Jigsaw 

Festival, Friday 19 – Sunday 21 February 2021. The response has been very 

encouraging!! With current restrictions we are not sure whether an event 

like this will be allowed, even with masks, restricted  numbers and one way 

systems. If you are making puzzles on board for us, one way you can 

help NOW is to make the puzzle, be sure it is complete and then pack it 

very carefully into a large bag, seal the bag, put it in the box with a note 

inside (dated) to say it is complete. Keep your boxed puzzles and board 

until we know more please!! Very many thanks, Judith and Viv.  
 

PRAYERS FOR SCHOOLS :  For some years we have for some years 

offered a Cycle of Prayers for our two Church Schools of Breamore and 

Hyde.  We have a particular commitment to pray for them, however, it is 

good to pray for all of our schools in the AVC, and the suggestions (available 

on the website or with last week’s Partners email) will work for all, primary 

or secondary.  The other schools in the AVC are Fordingbridge Infant and Junior 

(Federated), Hale Primary (Federated with Breamore and Hyde), the Burgate 

School (Secondary), and Forres Sandle Manor (Independent). 
 

 



CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED : Please note that due to staff holidays, 

the Church Office will be closed from Wednesday 30 September—Friday 

2 October.  Also, if you are planning to post any items through the door, 

access may be restricted due to roadworks in Salisbury Street. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.    If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list 

and wish to become a prayer partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

TRAIDCRAFT EXCHANGE – 2021 CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 

PILGIMAGE : In March 2021, Julian and Carol Sims will be walking the 

last 72 miles of the Camino de Santiago in support of Traidcraft Exchange 

arriving in Santiago de Compostela just before Palm Sunday – hopefully a 

group of twenty of us are going from England, Wales and Scotland to  

support this charity.  This is a self-funded trip, so all monies raised will go 

to support the valuable work of Traidcraft – an organization that we as a 

Benefice already support through our Fairtrade Traders and their       

customers. 

This pilgrimage/walk is something we have both wanted to do for a   

number of years, particularly since Julian heard Rev Pip Martin (previous 

Vicar of St James, Alderholt) talk of his experiences on the Camino.  This 

is only 72 miles, not the full 500 miles – perhaps that (or one of the   

other routes to Santiago) is something we can do later. 

Traidcraft Exchange is great charity working both to support small-scale 

farmers, producers and workers (particularly women) in poor and      

vulnerable locations and also in campaigning for a model of trade which 

is fair to all and is also environmentally responsible and climate-resilient – 

it’s an organization which is so much more than our Fairtrade tea, coffee 

and sugar! 

If you can support us or want to know more about our walk or support 

this, have a look at our Just Giving page or speak to one of us.  We will be 

running various fund-raising event to support Traidcraft Exchange 

(currently thinking of a Fairtrade Wine Tasting and a Car Treasure Hunt), 

but if you are able and willing to make donation in support of this great 

charity, please consider doing so.   Julian and Carol Sims 



This Week  -  27th September 2020— Trinity 16 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com     Or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   
 

Mon 28 9.00am Morning Prayer  Online 

Wed 30 9.00am Morning Prayer Online 

  Church Office closed  

Thur 1 Oct  Church Office closed  

Fri 2  Church Office closed  

Sat 3 10.00am The Saturday Conversation Online 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Sunday 4 Oct 8.15am Holy Communion      Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Harvest Morning Service 

(streamed online) 
Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Harvest Holy Communion Hale 

 10.00am Harvest Morning Service Breamore 

 4.00pm Harvest Service     

(streamed online) 
Hyde 

 6.00pm Sanctus Fordingbridge 

Every weekday 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Sunday 27 

Sept 
8.15am Holy Communion Breamore 

 10.00am Morning Service 

(and streamed online) 
Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Hyde 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer Online 


