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A Service of Wholeness and Healing 

 

 Healing was central to the ministry of Jesus. It was a sign of God’s 

kingdom, bringing renewal and wholeness of life to those who turned to 

God in their need. Jesus sent out his disciples with the commission to 

‘proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal’ (Luke 9:2). 

In every act of worship, the Church celebrates the grace of God who desires 

wholeness of body, mind and spirit for all people. At a service of healing, 

we focus on that aspect of God’s character. We bring to God our own frailty 

and brokenness – felt not just in physical illness but in guilt, anxiety, and all 

the burdens which weigh us down, We also bring out concerns for others 

and for the world. Above all, we come to the God who knows our needs 

before we ask, and whose love revealed in Jesus Christ is stronger than 

suffering and death.          

Healing and Wholeness services often include the laying on of hands or 

anointing with oil. This service uses neither of these, but there will be an 

opportunity for individual prayer at two prayer stations. One at the front of 

the church and one in the Church Centre Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome and Introduction 

Opening sentences: 

Jesus said: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls.’  

 

Jesus said: ‘I have come that you may have life, and may have it in all its 

fullness.’ 

 

Opening Prayer 

Loving God, 

in whom all things are made whole, 

you sent your Son our Saviour 

to heal a broken world. 

Visit us with your salvation, 

that we may be blessed  

in body, mind and spirit; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN 

 
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
And drives away our fear. 
 
It makes the wounded spirit whole 
And calms the troubled breast; 
'Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary, rest. 



 
 
O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 
 
How weak the effort of my heart, 
How cold my warmest thought; 
But when I see you as you are, 
I'll praise you as I ought. 
 
Till then I would your love proclaim 
With every fleeting breath; 
And may the music of your name 
Refresh my soul in death. 
John Newton (1725-1807) 

 

Introduction to Confession 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all. Let us 

come to him, in sorrow for our sins, seeking healing and salvation 

 

Confession 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

‘Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away.’ 

In the presence of God, let us confess our sins. 

Silence 

 

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to God and to one another. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you offer us a new beginning. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Silence 

 



 

God is love. 

Through Jesus our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live in the power of the Spirit.  Amen. 

 

HYMN 

Beauty for brokenness 

Hope for despair 

Lord, in your suffering 

This is our prayer 

Bread for the children 

Justice, joy, peace 

Sunrise to sunset 

Your kingdom increase! 

 Shelter for fragile lives 

Cures for their ills 

Work for the craftsman 

Trade for their skills 

Land for the dispossessed 

Rights for the weak 

Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can't speak 

Chorus 

God of the poor 

Friend of the weak 

Give us compassion we pray 

Melt our cold hearts 

Let tears fall like rain 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame  

 



Refuge from cruel wars 

Havens from fear 

Cities for sanctuary 

Freedoms to share 

Peace to the killing-fields 

Scorched earth to green 

Christ for the bitterness 

His cross for the pain 

Chorus 

Rest for the ravaged earth 

Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned 

Our future, our dreams 

Lord, end our madness 

Carelessness, greed 

Make us content with 

The things that we need 

Chorus 

Lighten our darkness 

Breathe on this flame 

Until your justice 

Burns brightly again 

Until the nations 

Learn of your ways 

Seek your salvation 

And bring you their praise 

Chorus 
Graham Kendrick 1993 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading 

Matthew 9:18–26 
18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the 

synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has just 

died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.’ 19And Jesus got 

up and followed him, with his disciples. 20Then suddenly a woman who 

had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years came up behind 

him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21for she said to herself, ‘If I only 

touch his cloak, I will be made well.’ 22Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, 

‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.’ And instantly the 

woman was made well. 23When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw 

the flute-players and the crowd making a commotion, 24he said, ‘Go away; 

for the girl is not dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. 25But when 

the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and 

the girl got up. 26And the report of this spread throughout that district. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

Hymn Beautiful Saviour by Stuart Townsend 

 

All my days I will sing this song of gladness, 
Give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 
For in my helplessness You heard my cry, 
And waves of mercy poured down on my life. 

I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, 
I will sing of the blood that never fails; 
Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, 
Of death defeated and life without end. 

Beautiful Saviour, Wonderful Counsellor, 
Clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 
Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 



You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion 
And You reign, You reign over all. 

I long to be where the praise is never-ending, 
Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 
Where countless worshippers will share one song, 
And cries of ‘worthy’ will honour the Lamb! 

A Meditation from the woman’s perspective 

 

Jeremy Houghton-Brown reflects on Jewish law and traditions 

 

Reading Numbers 15:37-41 
37The Lord said to Moses: 38Speak to the Israelites, and tell them to make 

fringes on the corners of their garments throughout their generations and 

to put a blue cord on the fringe at each corner. 39You have the fringe so 

that, when you see it, you will remember all the commandments of the 

Lord and do them, and not follow the lust of your own heart and your own 

eyes. 40So you shall remember and do all my commandments, and you 

shall be holy to your God. 41I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 

of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the Lord your God.  

For the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

 

We will now have a time of prayer 

 Prayer for healing 

 

Holy God, 

you give life to all; 

you meet us in our need  

and bring hope to those who look to you. 

Give peace to our hearts and minds 

as we pray to you with confidence; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Dear Lord, we pray for all those who are unwell at this time 

and know that you are a God who heals  

just as Jesus healed and restored so many lives. 

 

We are now going to have a time of personal prayer and an 

opportunity to either pray silently on your own; pray together or to 

come up for healing prayer. There are two prayer stations. One at 

the front of the church and one in the entrance hall of the church 

room; some music will be played. 

 

Music to be Played during Healing Ministry 

• Be still and know that I am God 

• Taizé Chant  O Lord Hear My Prayer 

• Gabriel’s Oboe 

 

We are now going to continue with our prayers 

Prayer for the healing of the whole church 

Christ our Saviour, born for us, bring healing and peace to all people. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, baptized in the Jordan, give hope to all who come to you. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, tested in the desert, give courage to those who are tempted. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, who comforted and healed, bring wholeness to all who are 

broken. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, who hung in agony on the cross, bring strength to those who 

suffer. 

Lord, have mercy. 



Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, who died to save us, give peace to all who face death. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, raised from the tomb, bring light and life to all the world. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, present among your disciples, unite all your people in love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Silence 

 

The grace of Christ attend us, 

the love of God surround us, 

and the Holy Spirit keep us, 

this day and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We thank you, gracious God. 

You have loved us from the beginning of time  

and remembered us when we were in trouble. 

Your mercy endures for ever. 

 

We thank you, redeeming God. 

You have come to us in Jesus Christ, 

to save us from our sins. 

Your mercy endures for ever. 

 

We thank you, holy God. 

You have sent us your Spirit,  

to comfort us and lead us into all truth. 

Your mercy endures for ever. 

 



Gracious, redeeming and holy God, 

glory and praise be yours, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN John Rutter The Lord Bless you and Keep You 

The Lord bless you and keep you: 
The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
To shine upon you and be gracious, and be gracious unto you 

The Lord bless you and keep you: 
The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
To shine upon you and be gracious, and be gracious unto you 

The Lord lift up the light 
Of His countenance upon you, 
The Lord lift up the light 
Of His countenance upon you, 
And give you peace, Amen 

Notices 

Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ AMEN 

 

 


