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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.  If you need gluten free      

wafers at Communion,  please speak to someone at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead. Please stay after the morning 

service for tea and coffee, to meet folk and ask any questions.  God Bless 
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Today we give thanks for the Bible.  The Bible reveals to us 

God's love,  offered to all mankind down the generations and 

the wonderful redeeming love of Jesus, God's Son, who shows us 

how to live our lives.   Paul writing to the Colossians declares, 

"you have stripped off the old self with all its practises and have 

clothed yourselves with the new self".  Paul then urges them to 

take on "compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience". 

Just as God has loved us and forgiven us, so must we do so for 

others.  We must love them too.     
 

In Matthew’s passage, the truth of Jesus, is revealed. He is our 

guide, and we learn from the past, the present, and into the     

future.  We have his own words. Four decades after the had said 

them, Jerusalem was under siege and in AD70 the city and the 

temple were destroyed. The word of Jesus is true. He said that 

this would happen within a generation.  For the present, he tells 

us to look at the  fig tree, and see the branches putting out 

leaves, telling us that summer is on the way. So, it will be with his 

coming and we should prepare for everyday for it.  Each day we 

should be following this teaching, living his way and dealing with 

all people with love compassion, kindness, humility, meekness 

and patience.  And for the future, he tells us that he will come, 

not with humility but with glory, and that his angels will gather 

up all his elect into eternal life from every corner of heaven.   
 

God's love is there in the Bible.  He sent his Son, Jesus to show 

us how to live life.  It is a hand book for life and we can look   

into it and be guided by it.  Thank you God and Jesus for this 

hand book, our Bible.    
 

Ian Newman 



 

COLLECT:  

Merciful God, 

teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, 

that trusting in your word 

and obeying your will 

we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 119:9-16 (For Morning Prayer) 

 

9  How shall young people cleanse their way 

 to keep themselves according to your word? 

 

10  With my whole heart have I sought you; 

 O let me not go astray from your commandments. 

 

11  Your words have I hidden within my heart, 

 that I should not sin against you. 

 

12  Blessed are you, O Lord; 

 O teach me your statutes. 

 

13  With my lips have I been telling 

 of all the judgements of your mouth. 

 

14  I have taken greater delight in the way of your testimonies 

 than in all manner of riches. 
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15  I will meditate on your commandments 

 and contemplate your ways. 

 

16  My delight shall be in your statutes 

 and I will not forget your word. 

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians 
 

Colossians 3:12-17 

 

Encouragement to live lives full of generosity and faithfulness. 

 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if      

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And 

be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do        

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 



Matthew 24:30-35 

 

A vision of the coming of the Son of Man in judgement. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 30‘The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and 

then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. 31And he will send 

out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 

four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 32‘From the fig tree learn its 

lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 

that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all these things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away.’ 

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

God of all grace, 

your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry 

with the bread of his life 

and the word of his kingdom: 

renew your people with your heavenly grace, 

and in all our weakness 

sustain us by your true and living bread; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.   

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If you feel able to 

commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  

please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



OUT & ABOUT:  Gary's new grandchild expected any day now, and he 

will be taking some annual leave for grand-paternal duties when that 

happens. Until then, planning and preparing for All Souls', All Saints', 

Remembrance,  Advent and Christmas. 
 

ANNUAL PARISH CELEBRATIONS: We've now completed the four 

Annual Parish Celebrations.  Thank you, everyone involved.  Papers from the 

meeting are on our website, and a few copies in the Churches.  Do let us 

know if you need a copy in some other way.  Gary. 
 

RUTH CROSLAND:  Ruth is a Licensed Lay Minister (used to be called 

'Reader', same role as Mark Ward), and has been at St James', Pokesdown in 

Bournemouth for many years.  You may have seen her on the Saturday 

Conversation on October 10th (still available on Facebook and our 

website).  She is joining us for a Sabbatical for a few months, and will be 

appearing in Services an on-line.  She has many interests and gifts, which will 

become apparent during her time here, and I'm looking forward to having her 

as part of the AVC Team, if only for a short time.. Gary. 
 

HAZEL RICKETTS:  We are delighted that Hazel has been appointed Co-

Director of Music at St Mary's, Fordingbridge, to succeed Clive.  Hazel is a 

Music Teacher, choir director, organist and enthusiast for Church Music and, 

especially, young people - we hope she will also be able to work in our 

schools.  I've put a little bit about her on our website, taken from the 

Wareham Choral Society, which she conducts.  She will start in early 

November.  Gary. 
 

THE HYDE FAIR TRADE SHOP will be open on Saturday 31 October 

from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at Hyde Church Community Centre.  There will 

be a good selection of Christmas cards, gift wrap, craft items and Christmas 

goodies in addition to the usual grocery items and greetings cards for you to 

buy.  The latest catalogues will be available for you to look at.  The shop will 

be run taking account of the Covid rules in place at the time. The premises 

will be sanitised and you will need to wear a face covering.  We look forward 

to seeing as many of you as possible. 
 

BIBLE READING NOTES 2021 :  If you would be interested in 

subscribing to any of the Bible Reading notes produced by Scripture Union/

Bible Reading Fellowship next year, please see the article in the October issue 

of Fordingbridge News & Views. Orders to me by the end of October please. 

Gillian Benfield  



OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY, MAY 2022: Gary is leading a trip 

to see the ten-yearly (delayed from 2020) Passion Play in Oberammergau, 

South Germany, in May 2022.  Details on the website, and leaflets in 

Church.  Ask if you'd like to know more, or are thinking of coming - it will be 

a wonderful week. 
 

SHOE BOXES :  If anyone has a shoe box, or items for shoe boxes, I 

would like everything by Monday 2nd November please. Please contact me 

on 01425 655462 or email- thetagues@fordingbridge.com.  Helen Tague 
 

HOMEMADE CHUTNEY, MARMALADE and JAM FOR SALE :  All 

made in our kitchen here in Hyde, and all in aid of church funds.  Apple, date 

and ginger chutney; green tomato and sweet red pepper chutney;  

blackcurrant jam and red grapefruit marmalade still available.  1lb jars are £3 

and 0.5lb jars are £1.50. Please contact Steve and Carrie on 

darkefamily@btinternet.com Thank you. 
 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS and TABLE DECORATIONS :  Janet and I 

have been thinking about Christmas! We are willing to organise wreaths and 

table decorations if anyone is interested. The cost would be the same as last 

year. £12 for a wreath or £8.00 for a table decoration. All in aid of church 

funds.  The collection date for the wreaths would be Friday 11th December 

& table decorations Tuesday 22nd. Venue to be confirmed later. Please give 

me a ring on 01425 655462 or email - thetagues@fordingbridge.com Thank 

you, Helen Tague  PS - David & Jaye - we have your order already!! 

ALL SOULS’ DAY—SERVICES OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED :  Each year we            

remember those we love who have died in special services.  

This year the services will be on Sunday 1st November at:   

Holy Ascension Hyde at 3.00pm 

St Boniface Woodgreen at 4.00pm 

St Mary’s Fordingbridge at 6.00pm 

We would like to invite you to attend one of these services. Any  members 

of your family, including children, are very welcome.  Each service lasts about 

an hour. Forms are in the back of each church if you would like someone to 

be  mentioned by name, or e-mail or telephone the church office-please 

specify which service you would like the name of your loved one to be read 

out at, and whether you will be attending the service (to allow for 

Covid19 planning). 

mailto:thetagues@fordingbridge.com
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CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES : Unfortunately this year I am 

unable to collect your box so I am asking if you want to donate to do so 

by cheque payable to ‘The Children’s Society’ (either drop into Church 

Office or post it to me at 5 Burgate Fields.)  If you are unable to donate, 

that is fine, but could you let me know so that I can tick you off my list.  

Thank you. Sarah Farr 01425 655319 
 

OPEN DOORS MORSE CODE BRACELETS make lovely 

Christmas presents (picture in October News & Views) £5 each.  Bible 

verses in coded beads on silver wire. Various colours available.   Contact 

Pat Bloomfield 01425 837735 or swanbeck3@gmail.com 
 

FACEMASKS :  Thank you for your support buying facemasks which 

has now raised £360.00 for local foodbanks. I am still making them and 

have added a few Christmas themed ones too. They are the shaped 

‘Olsen’ style mask. I have had great feedback regarding durability and how 

well the launder. I am suggesting £5 if you can or make a donation. I can 

post or arrange local delivery. Please email Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk 

or call 07799542707 
 

CHURCH OFFICE : Due to staff holiday, the Church Office will be 

closed on Monday 26th and Friday 30th October. 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com     Or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   
 

REFLECTION : These past few months have been difficult for all of us, 

adhering to government guide lines, following, the rules, remembering to 

carry a face mask. Many of us having to cancel our holidays or rebook at a 

later date. We attend the church services but not allowed to sing the 

hymns, which is very much an enjoyable part of worship. But we are ever 

hopeful for an early cure or vaccine to put an end to this terrible        

pandemic and loss of life. We are aware of the governments imposing 

tighter restrictions as the virus has taken hold for the second time . It is an 

anxious time for the N.H.S. too having to deal with extra cases again and 

indeed people with conventional illnesses being put on the back          

burner .We must all play our part to minimise the risk and to follow the 

guide lines, it is the only way to set  ourselves free from this pandemic.  
 

Michael Ireland 
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This Week  -  25th October 2020—Bible Sunday 

 Mon 26 9.00am 
Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 

284 292, Password: 764200) 
Online (Zoom) 

  Church Office closed  

Wed 28 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) Online (Zoom) 

Thur 29 2.00pm Funeral—late Tina Cogan Hyde 

Fri 30   Church Office closed  

Sat 31 10.00am The Saturday Conversation Online 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Sunday 25 Oct 8.15am Holy Communion Breamore 

 10.00am Holy Communion     

(streamed online) 
Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 6.00pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

Every weekday 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Sunday 1 Nov 8.15am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Hyde 

 
10.00am All Saints’ Service   

(streamed online) Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Breamore 

 10.45am Morning Service Sandleheath 

 3.00pm All Souls’ Service Hyde 

 4.00pm All Souls’ Service Woodgreen 

 
6.00pm All Souls’ Service  

(streamed online) Fordingbridge 

 6.00pm Sanctus  Online tbc 


