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“Three Kings from Persian lands afar, to Jordan follow the pointing 

star: and this the quest of the travellers three, where the new-born 

King of the Jews may be…” 
 

So begins Peter Cornelius’ wonderful Epiphany carol, which has 

been a personal favourite of mine since I was about 9. I just wish I 

had a good enough voice to sing the solo part!  
 

Epiphany is a season of mystery, where did the travellers come 

from, was it Persia, was it India or elsewhere? Why did they follow 

the star? Why did they bring the gifts? Why did they believe in the 

dream which told them not to go back to Herod? And how were 

there lives changed once they had seen the child? 
 

What is clear, this is an affirmation that Jesus has come for all of us, 

not just the Jews but the Gentiles too, for those that believe and 

those that don’t even know what they are being drawn to.  
 

I have another favourite which we also only sing at Epiphany: 

“Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our    

darkness and lend us thine aid” which also references the strangers 

and their gifts: 

“Odors of Edom and off ’rings divine, myrrh from the forest, or gold 

from the mine.” 
 

Here Jesus is the brightest and best of the sons, but other biblical 

references to the sons of the morning include Satan himself.      

Perhaps Epiphany show us the mystery of the fine line between  

following Jesus or following our own way and leaves us to wonder 

about many things.  We spend so much time trying to rationalize 

everything but in this season of mystery may be we are simply 

asked to have faith and not to worry about what we don’t         

understand and to trust Jesus to show us the right path. 

Mark Ward 



 

COLLECT:  
 

Heavenly Father 

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.   

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 29  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1.  Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

     Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 

2.  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name. 

     Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 

3.  The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

     The Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
 

4.  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice. 

     The voice of the Lord is a voice of splendour. 
 

5.  The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

     The Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore. 
 

6.  The Lord shall give strength to his people; 

     The Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
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A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Acts 19:1-7 
 

Disciples at Ephesus are baptised, and then receive the Holy Spirit through the 

laying on of hands. 
 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and 

came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, ‘Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we 

have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 3Then he said, ‘Into what 

then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 4Paul said, 

‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe 

in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ 5On hearing this, 

they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his 

hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues 

and prophesied – 7altogether there were about twelve of them.  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                           (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 

 

Mark 1:4-11 
 

Jesus is baptised, and the Spirit descends on him in another of his likenesses.     

Jesus' mission is affirmed by God. 



 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of    

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John 

was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 

ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more        

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and   

untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth 

of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was  

coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Lord of all time and eternity, 

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 

by the power of your Spirit 

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new creation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.  If you feel able to 

commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  

please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

IN & ABOUT: Monday, Joint Meeting of the four PCCs in the evening.  

Wednesday, a day of Zoom Meetings for Deanery, AVP Youth and 

Community Trust,  School Governors, wedding couples, and others. 

Thursday, Staff Communion and Meeting in the morning, a Burial of Ashes in 

the afternoon, and meetings of Churches Together in Fordingbridge and 

District and a Deanery Meeting in the evening. Friday, Deanery Standing 

Committee in the morning, and visiting all the Churches in the afternoon 

delivering Partners, etc. 
 

The four PCCs are meeting on Monday evening, and will discuss our plans for 

the coming weeks during the Lockdown.  As I write, Government Guidance 

permits worship to continue, and we are still awaiting the Church of England 

Guidance – but simply because we may continue worship, doesn’t mean it’s 

necessarily the wisest thing to do.  The PCCs will come to a view at the 

meeting on Monday, and we’ll share that with you. 
 

During the Lockdown:  There will be Services on-line each Sunday at 10.00, 

and some 8.15s and 6.00 Sanctus/Evening Prayers as well.  Thought for the 

Day every weekday and the Saturday Conversation at 10.00. 

 

ACCESS TO ON-LINE WORSHIP :  All of these are available on our new 

telephone line, 01425 543305, charged at your normal local rate.  If you want 

to listen to live or recorded worship (and to hear Gary’s cheerful greeting!), 

it’s usually easier to put your phone onto speakerphone, so you can sit back 

and enjoy. 

 

COFFEE AFTER SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE :  We will be having 

on-line coffee after Church each week.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

Meeting ID 646 331 066 Password 123654. The direct link which will also let 

you in,  will be in the Partner’s email.   

 

MORNING PRAYER : On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Morning 

Prayer is said together on Zoom, and anyone is welcome to join in. Log-in 

details are Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

Please let us know if you know of people who might be in particular need of 

pastoral care, or a friendly phone call; or if there are people who have iPads, 

tablet or computers, and are having difficulty getting into Facebook or 

YouTube to access our on-line Services, then, again, please let us know. 
 



CHURCHES TOGETHER AGM : 14th January 2021, 7pm on Zoom. 

All are welcome to join us as we celebrate all that has God has done 

throughout the year and as we look forward to local Churches partnership.   

The Zoom meeting details are Meeting ID: 892 9452 9489, Passcode: 

471368.  And the link is in the Partners email. 

 

CARE COMPANIONS, CARE-RING COORDINATORS, 

PASTORAL VISITORS and other Pastoral Carers – You are all invited 

to a Zoom meeting on Friday, January 15th, 11.30a.m., for an update on 

our Pastoral Care Systems during this latest lockdown.  If there are any 

questions you have, or suggestions to make, do bring them with you.  Here 

are the Zoom details:  Meeting ID: 815 7550 7865, Passcode: 401378. Gary. 

 

SANCTUS : Alternative worship for winter.  February Sanctus will be a 

monthly on-line (recorded) service on the first Sunday of the month (6pm as 

normal). The theme on 7th February is “A tale of two cities”.  If anyone would 

like to share in the planning and/or leading of these, do let us know.  If it 

works we may well meet by Zoom on the 3rd Sunday beforehand to plan the 

next month so join us if you can.  Kimberley Swift and Julian Sims 

 

COVID VACCINATION SCAM ALERT :  There have been reports of a 

new scam where a person receives a text saying they need to book a 

vaccination appointment and it takes them to a fake NHS form which then 

asks for their bank details to prove their identity.   The NHS will never 

ask for a person’s banking information so please do not provide as 

it will be a scam. 
 

There is a texting scam leaflet you can download here: https://cfa.nhs.uk/

r e s o u rc e s / d o w n l o a d s / f r a u d - aw a re n e s s / c o v i d - 1 9 / C OV I D -

19_SMS_and_Text_Message_Scams.pdf 
 

 

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR FREE OPEN DOORS MAGAZINE & 

PRAYER LEAFLET (for Jan/Feb) from the Churches.  A good way to keep 

up to date with what Christians are doing in other parts of the world, and 

helpful prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ, whom we should not 

forget.  If you cannot get to church to pick one up, give me a ring and I will 

deliver.  Pat Bloomfield 01425 837735. 

 

https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1kwmoN-000Cke-4W&i=57e1b682&c=gS2w4fjtndaQrWe6ihyhpRNGfbLxV6T-_wYcpSJf5z8sxzzqoMeXCNXz9m43ied8J5HDoPfoOIpuTHHiCNpsvTGPkN0XUHoHqkpLMBJf1fakAfR2p_KhBpIZ561wY7K56olotNNYYfGMck1_Ya9ZZS0GfzF0FnMbsnwOc86bVEJVvp7hXQ71OHo1iu7w_BMeYq4
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1kwmoN-000Cke-4W&i=57e1b682&c=gS2w4fjtndaQrWe6ihyhpRNGfbLxV6T-_wYcpSJf5z8sxzzqoMeXCNXz9m43ied8J5HDoPfoOIpuTHHiCNpsvTGPkN0XUHoHqkpLMBJf1fakAfR2p_KhBpIZ561wY7K56olotNNYYfGMck1_Ya9ZZS0GfzF0FnMbsnwOc86bVEJVvp7hXQ71OHo1iu7w_BMeYq4
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1kwmoN-000Cke-4W&i=57e1b682&c=gS2w4fjtndaQrWe6ihyhpRNGfbLxV6T-_wYcpSJf5z8sxzzqoMeXCNXz9m43ied8J5HDoPfoOIpuTHHiCNpsvTGPkN0XUHoHqkpLMBJf1fakAfR2p_KhBpIZ561wY7K56olotNNYYfGMck1_Ya9ZZS0GfzF0FnMbsnwOc86bVEJVvp7hXQ71OHo1iu7w_BMeYq4


HALE and WOODGREEN COMMUNITY COOKBOOK :  The new 

cookbook is arriving soon, ten years on from the first edition. This one 

contains over 80 new recipes to help inspire you in your kitchen. The 

majority have been sent in by people in and around our parish and has been 

put together during lockdown.  
 

Launch date 1st March 2021 in time for Mother’s Day. It will make the 

perfect present. To pre-order and get a special signed copy call me on 

07799542707 or email me at Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

OPEN DOORS : World Watch 2021 List Digital Launch -   

Wednesday 13 January 4-5pm.  Guests from Nigeria and Syria will be 

speaking to MPs.  You can join in the event as it is being live-

streamed.  www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution will give you this unique 

opportunity.  Sir Desmond Swayne MP for the New Forest West has been 

invited. 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE FOODBANK :  is open on Mondays,  Wednesdays 

and Fridays, 12.30 to 2.30, in the United Reformed Church, Salisbury Street.  

If you want to donate food, their list of required items is on their website 

Ringwood.foodbank.org.uk. “Urgently needed items”.  Small amounts can be 

left in the Fordingbridge Co-Op bin.   

REFLECTION :  
 

The birth of Jesus Christ is mentioned in two of the Gospels, Mathew & 

Luke.  Surprisingly they differ. It is Mathew who mentions the three wise 

men but he refers to them as astrologers. The wise men find the child, pay 

him homage and offer him gifts then return home another way avoiding 

the jealous Herod who orders the death of all young children in         

Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph take refuge in Egypt until the death of      

Herod.  Luke’s account differs.  The Shepherds are the first to hear of the 

birth and see the holy child after the appearance of the heavenly hosts. 

The shepherds find the child laying  in a manger probably in a stable. Luke 

continues, after eight days the circumcision and purification was completed 

Mary and Joseph then travel to Jerusalem and bring their first born to the 

Lord and make an offering as was the custom. We shall never know the 

exact movements of the accounts ,  we simply  believe that this was the 

birth of the Messiah, who offers everyone forgiveness, salvation and    

eternal life   

Michael Ireland 

mailto:Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution
http://ringwood.foodbank.org.uk/
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CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : office@avonvalleychurches.org.uk  or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

Mon 11 9.00am 
Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 284 

292, Password: 764200) 
On-line (Zoom) 

Wed 13 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) On-line (Zoom) 

Fri 15 11.30am Pastoral Care Meeting (details inside) On-line (Zoom) 

Sat 16 10.00am The Saturday Conversation On-line 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook,  Website or  

Faith Online and available afterwards on YouTube   

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Mon to Fri 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Sunday 17 Jan 8.15am Holy Communion (and on-line) Breamore 

 10.00am Morning Service (and on-line) Fordingbridge 

 

Sunday 10 Jan 8.15am Holy Communion (and on-line) Hyde 

 10.00am Morning Service (and online) Woodgreen 

 6.00pm 
 

Evensong On-line only 


