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St. Paul is perhaps the most important figure in the early 

church, and he also becomes the most celebrated Apostle  

during that period.  Admitted he was not selected as a disciple 

at the same time as the honourable twelve, but he was        

selected by Jesus that day on the road to Damascus.   From his 

missions and letters Paul sets a high standard to all those who 

accepts the Christian faith, and faith was the whole core of his            

teaching.  Paul believed that the death and resurrection of    

Jesus offered salvation to all who believed, Jew or Gentile, Rich 

or Poor.  Slave or Free man, faith in Jesus was all that mattered. 

Paul was a hard working apostle spending many months away 

on his missions, preaching in the Synagogues and establishing 

Churches as he travelled. His writings and letters are profound 

and this would reflect in his teachings. There is evidence that 

his teachings won over many converts, but there were still  

others who remained sceptical & indeed caused Paul and his         

companions a lot of anxiety on occasions.  Paul was allegedly       

executed by Nero in Rome 60 A.D. The legacy he left is            

overwhelming , his life and letters give a good insight of the 

man. He was outspoken and courageous, demanding and        

irritable, humble and --- and –well ! Paul was just a remarkable 

man. 
 

Michael Ireland 



 

COLLECT:  

 

Holy God, 

you know the disorder of our sinful lives: 

set straight our crooked hearts, 

and bend our wills to love your goodness  

   and your glory 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 50:1-6  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1.  The Lord, the most mighty God, has spoken  

and called the world from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 

2.  Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth;  

our God comes and will not keep silence.  

 

3.  Consuming fire goes out before him  

and a mighty tempest stirs about him. 

 

4.  He calls the heaven above,  

and the earth, that he may judge his people: 

 

5.  ‘Gather to me my faithful,  

who have sealed my covenant with sacrifice.’ 

 

6.  Let the heavens declare his righteousness,  

for God himself is judge. 

 

 

Readings for this week 
14th February 2021   

The Sunday Next Before Lent 



A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 

II Corinthians 4:3-6 

 

Those who are open to God are enabled to receive the good news of his glory        

embodied in Jesus. 

 
3 Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their 

case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 

them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 

of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 

and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said, ‘Let 

light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 

 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      

 

Mark 9:2-9 

 

Jesus is transfigured, and Peter, James and John see him in his full glory. 

 
2 Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high     

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his 

clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them.        



4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus.     
5 Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6 He did not know 

what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and 

from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’    
8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but 

only Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 

no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the 

dead.  

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

Holy God, 

we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: 

may we who are partakers at his table 

reflect his life in word and deed, 

that all the world may know his power to change and save. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avonvalleychurches.org.uk.  If you feel able 

to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  

please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

IN & ABOUT:  Two things will be dominating the diary over the coming 

weeks – Funerals, of which there are sadly quite a few over the coming weeks; 

and the ‘Resilience’ programme from the Diocese, which is going to be reducing 

the number of stipendiary clergy posts by 22 across the Diocese over the coming 

year.  There is going to be a series of meetings over the next fortnight with the 

PCCs of those Parishes in this Deanery which will be affected – and there will no 

doubt be many conversations with Parishes in between.  Please continue to pray 

for the Diocesan Leadership, and for all the Parishes and Clergy involved. 

Monday, Funeral in the morning, and Deanery Meeting in the evening.  Tuesday, 

‘Greatest Showman’ in the evening.  Wednesday, Ash Wednesday Services and 

Benefice of the Future Meeting during the day.  Thursday, Staff Communion and 

Meeting in the morning, and a school careers interview in the afternoon. Friday, 

Funeral in the afternoon, followed by weekly trip around the Churches. 
 

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY & SATURDAY CONVERSATIONS:  Each 

weekday at 10.00 there is a Thought for the Day, always on Facebook (also 

available through the Avon Valley Churches website) and usually on YouTube.  We 

have a group of around 20 people, lay and ordained, who lead these, and it’s a 

wonderful pause in the day – you can listen at whatever times suit you.  We’re 

always looking for more people to offer Thoughts, so do speak to Gary if you 

might be interested in contributing – either occasionally or regularly. The 

Saturday Conversation is a highlight of the weekend for me – on Saturday 20th,  

if all goes to plan, we’ll be having a conversation with our friends in Kinkiizi, so 

that we can pray for them, hear from them, and learn how things are in the 

Diocese at the moment.  Do join at 10.00, or listen any time after that.  Gary. 
 

IRIS CURTIS : The funeral of the late Iris Curtis is on Monday 15th at St. Mary's 

Church at 10.00am.  For many years Iris was the key holder of the Church Hall 

and then took on the additional responsibility of locking and un-locking the church 

every day.  What a ministry.  Although she had no children of her own, she 

has  many nieces and nephews, so many that only they will be able to come into 

the Church, due to the Covid number restriction.  Iris left instructions that she 

should have a Horse Drawn funeral, with a glass Hearse so that her friends could 

see her go by on her last journey to the Stuckton Road Cemetery to be buried 

with her late Husband Bob  The route will be from Fordingbridge Chapel, in our 

yard at Fordingbridge at 9.45am through the car park around Avonway, and then 

up Shaftesbury Street, Market Square, then Provost Street, Church Street and to 

the Church Hall. We shall carry her across the road into church and then come 

back out.  Then we will go via Church Street,  Provost Street, Market Square, High 

Street, Bridge Street over the Bridge and to Stuckton Road Cemetery.   If anyone 

wishes to be up the church path or on the route , Iris would be delighted.  A final 

tribute to a lady who was a very good servant of the church.  Ian Newman 



LENT is approaching fast. No pancakes together on Shrove Tuesday (Feb 16th) 

this year, sadly – you’ll have to do that at home; but you can bring your pancakes 

to a special showing of ‘The Greatest Showman’ on Zoom at 7.00p.m., in 

preparation for the Lent Groups – details below.   
 

On Ash Wednesday (Feb 17th) there will be special on-line (and by phone –see 

over) Communions at 10.00 (BCP) and 7.00 (CW) for the whole of the AVC.  
 

Lent Groups this year, will be on-line, weekly, on : 

Monday mornings, 10.30-12.00,                

Tuesday evenings, 7.00-8.30, and  

Wednesday afternoons, 2.00-3.30 all from the week of February 22nd, to March 

24th (one exception Tuesday, March 23rd is PCC, so will meet on March 30th).   
 

We will be looking at a course called ‘From Now On –Hope & Redemption’, by 

Rachel Mann, based on the film, ‘The Greatest Showman’ – we wanted something 

enjoyable and uplifting for this year – details of how to view this above.  For 

those unable to join us on-line or by phone, copies of the book and film (either 

DVD, or via Netflix, etc) are available to order on-line.  Gary. 
 

The Zoom details for all the Lent Groups - Monday Mornings (10.00), Tuesday 

Evenings (7.00), Wednesday Afternoons (2.00) – from Feb 22nd AND ‘The 

Greatest Showman’ (a viewing of the film before we study it) on Shrove Tuesday, 

Feb 16th, 7.00p.m.   Meeting ID: 838 2153 3016 and Passcode: 877953 (direct link in 

Partners email). 
 

CHURCHES OPEN/CLOSED : We are awaiting the next announcement 

from the Government, which should come in the next few days, before deciding 

when we can safely and reasonably return to our worship in Church – something 

we’re very much looking forward to.  More news when it’s available. 
 

• Public worship ceases in all of our Churches until at least February 21st; 

• Worship will continue to be streamed from our Churches or from homes; 

• Pastoral Care of congregations and communities will continue to be developed  
 

The following has been decided for each church : 

Fordingbridge     will be open for prayer from 10-4 

Sandleheath and Godshill   will be closed 

Hale and Woodgreen   will remain open for prayer each day 

Hyde and Breamore   will be closed until 21st February 
 

During the Lockdown:  There will be Services on-line each Sunday at 10.00, and 

some 8.15s and 6.00 Sanctus/Evening Prayers as well.  Thought for the Day 

every weekday and the Saturday Conversation at 10.00. 
 

COFFEE AFTER SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE :  We will be having on-

line coffee after the morning service each week.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

Meeting ID 646 331 066 Password 123654. The direct link which will also let you 

in, will be in the Partner’s email.   
 



REFLECTION : Another term of lockdown done, students out of school, 

parents at home, many adults isolated and alone, and I am reminded of a quote 

from my favourite children’s character Winnie the Pooh – “People say nothing is 

impossible but I do nothing every day”. Many struggling: the once longed for day 

to do nothing at the end of a busy week is now a distant memory. Winnie’s play 

on words always makes me smile but I wonder what happens if we slightly alter 

the emphasis. Scripture tells us that “Nothing is impossible with God.” The Bible 

encourages us to believe in God; that all things are possible with Him. Jesus was 

a great example of this, performing “impossible” miracles. I find the examples 

below encourage me to pray, listen and reflect ready embrace the “new normal” 

when it arrives. 

 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. Philippians 4: 13 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things 

are possible.  Matthew 19: 26 

Can we all do something positive whilst appearing to do nothing in this time of 

enforced nothingness? 

Michele Gosling 

MORNING PRAYER : On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Morning Prayer is 

said together on Zoom, and anyone is welcome to join in. Log-in details are 

Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

ACCESS TO ON-LINE WORSHIP :  Whilst our services will continue to be 

streamed live on-line either via Facebook, Zoom or our website (and available 

afterwards on YouTube); all services are also available on our new telephone 

line, 01425 543305, charged at your normal local rate.  If you want to listen to 

live or recorded worship (and to hear Gary’s cheerful greeting!), it’s usually 

easier to put your phone onto speakerphone, so you can sit back and enjoy. 
 

PASTORAL CARE IN THE AVC and OF OUR ON-LINE 

CONGREGATIONS : The Pastoral Visitors support parishioners by visiting, 

phoning, praying with them, and in other ways. If you or anyone you know needs 

our support, please contact pastoralcareleaders@avonvalleychurches.org.uk or 

phone the Church Office.  
 

BISHOPS  PERMISSION TO PREACH : The Diocese will soon be opening 

for applications for the Bishop’s Permission to Preach (BPP) programme for 2021

-2022, which starts in September 2021. If this is something you are interested in,  

full details are on the Avon Valley Churches website in the “News” section. 
 

 

THE JOY OF PRAYER : is an occasional series designed for those who find 

prayer dull, boring, frustrating or guilt-inducing. In this Zoom session we’ll 

experiment with the use of colour in reflection and prayer – and try Bible-

doodling.  No artistic ability required – just a willingness to have a go, then reflect 

on your experience afterwards. Full details in the “News” section of our website. 



This Week 
14th February 2021 

The Sunday Next Before Lent 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : office@avonvalleychurches.org.uk  or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

 

Mon 15 
9.00am 

Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 284 

292, Password: 764200) 
On-line (Zoom) 

 10.00am Funeral of the late Iris Curtis Fordingbridge 

Shrove Tue 16  7.00pm Lent film “The Greatest Showman” On-line (Zoom) 

Ash Wed 17 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) On-line (Zoom) 

 10.00am Thought for the Day and Communion On-line 

 7.00pm Holy Communion and Ashing On-line 

Fri 19 2.00pm Funeral of the late David Booth-Jones Hale 

Sat 20 10.00am The Saturday Conversation On-line 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook,  Website or  

Faith Online and available afterwards on YouTube   

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Mon to Fri 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Sunday  14 Feb 10.00am Holy Communion On-line 

 6.00pm Evening Service On-line 

 

Sunday 21 Feb 8.15am Holy Communion On-line 

 10.00am Morning Service On-line 


