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The readings today are about change.  In Genesis God tells 

Abram that he will become ancestor to many nations and 

changes his name to Abraham and Sarai to Sarah. 
 

In Mark’s Gospel Jesus is preparing the disciples for his death 

and resurrection, again huge changes. 
 

As we listen to these stories we may well be considering the 

many changes we will have to face at the end of lockdown - 

on-going climate change, ever-growing poverty and much 

more.  Fortunately being still in lockdown we may look to 

Lent as a time for quiet reflection and prayer. 
 

Malcolm Guite - a Priest and Poet - in his book ‘A poem a day 

for Lent’ suggests that we treat Lent as a Pilgrimage. He     

suggests for this second week in Lent a time for ‘Deepening 

our life of Prayer.’ 
 

We tend not to talk about our prayer life and are not always 

aware of  changes in our relation with God.  
 

We remember Mary; in the garden when she met who she 

thought was the Gardener and cried to him “They have taken 

away my Lord and I don’t know where to find him and he    

replied  “Mary” -  Just one word  was enough to change      

everything.  
 

David Attenborough suggests we sit perfectly still for a few 

minutes and     “see  what comes up”  - Maybe just one word?  
 

Daphne Himmel 



 

COLLECT:  
 

Almighty God, 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

and by following in his Way 

come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 22:23-31  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

23. Praise the Lord, you that fear him;  

 O seed of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel. 
 

24. For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the poor; 

 neither has he hidden his face from them;  

 But when they cried to him he heard them. 
 

25. From you comes my praise in the great congregation;  

 I will perform my vows in the presence of those that fear you. 
 

26. The poor shall eat and be satisfied;  

 Those who seek the Lord shall praise him; their hearts shall live for  

            ever. 
 

27. All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,  

 And all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
 

28. For the kingdom is the Lord’s  

 And he rules over the nations. 
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29. How can those who sleep in the earth bow down in worship,  

 Or those who go down to the dust kneel before him? 
 

30. He has saved my life for himself; my descendants shall serve him;  

 This shall be told of the Lord for generations to come. 
 

31. They shall come and make known his salvation to a people yet unborn,  

 Declaring that he the Lord has done it. 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 

Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
 

Abraham and Sarah are given their new names as a sign of their new beginning. 
 

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 

said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will 

make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly         

numerous.’ 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 ‘As for me, this 

is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 

No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 

have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you          

exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 

you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 

and to your offspring after you.’ 15 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, 

you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and 

moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 

nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      



Mark 8:31-38 
 

Jesus tells his disciples that he will suffer, and tells us all that following him will involve 

sacrifice. 
 

31 Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great    

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter 

took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his       

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 34 He called the crowd 

with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the 

whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for 

their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:     (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Almighty God, 

you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 

keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 

and inwardly in our souls; 

that we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body, 

and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avonvalleychurches.org.uk.  If you feel able 

to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  

please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



 

IN & ABOUT:  Monday 1st, Lent Group in the morning, meeting with a 

Pastoral Tutee in the afternoon, and with Burton PCC in the evening to discuss 

pastoral reorganisation.  Tuesday evening, meeting Sopley PCC in the evening to 

discuss pastoral reorganisation. Wednesday, Meeting of Bournemouth, 

Christchurch and Poole (BCP) Deanery Chapters to discuss the Church’s work 

across the new Borough.  Lent Group in the afternoon, and meeting Burley, 

Bransgore and Hinton PCCs in the evening to discuss pastoral reorganisation. 

Thursday, Staff Communion and Meeting in the morning, followed by On-Line 

Bible Study, other meetings, and a school assembly in the afternoon, followed by 

Hale & Woodgreen Worship Planning and Fordingbridge PCC/LCC in the evening. 

Friday, Funeral at Hyde, visit to Ringwood Fareshare Larder (we’re hoping to 

start one in Fordingbridge in the coming weeks) and BCM Meeting in the evening. 
 

LENT GROUPS : we have begun our Lent Groups but you are still welcome to 

join if you didn’t make it last week.  We will be on-line, weekly, on Monday 

mornings, 10.30-12.00,  Tuesday evenings, 7.00-8.30, and Wednesday 

afternoons, 2.00-3.30 all from the week of February 22nd, to March 24th (one 

exception Tuesday, March 23rd is PCC, so will meet on March 30th).  We are be 

looking at a course called ‘From Now On – Hope & Redemption’, by Rachel 

Mann, based on the film, ‘The Greatest Showman’ – we wanted something 

enjoyable and uplifting for this year.   
 

 

The Zoom details for all the Lent Groups - Monday Mornings (10.30), Tuesday 

Evenings (7.00), Wednesday Afternoons (2.00) – from Feb 22nd  

Meeting ID: 838 2153 3016 and Passcode: 877953 (direct link in Partners email). 
 

COMPLINE IN LENT :  During Lent, the Royal School of Church Music will be 

holding Night Prayer (Compline) Services every Wednesday at 8.00pm and they’d 

love anyone to join in, either to listen to or sing along.  Full details are in last 

week’s Partners.  Every service will be broadcast live on the RSCM Facebook page 

and the RSCM Centre YouTube channel. One of our Co-Directors of Music at 

Fordingbridge, Tim Ruffer, is organising the series, and Gary will be appearing, 

too.  (If you’d like to be able to sing along, the music and rehearsal tracks are 

available from the RSCM Shop on-line – search for ‘Come and Sing Compline in 

Lent’). 
 

ON-LINE BIBLE STUDY GROUP: The next Zoom Bible Study Group is on 

Thursday, March 5th, led by Gary, at 11.00am for an hour.  The topic is 1 Peter 

chapters 3-5. All welcome. The Zoom details are Meeting ID: 841 3846 2326 

Password: 943618  
 

BCM ZOOM MEETING : Friday, March 7th, on Zoom.  A Meeting for all of our 

BCMs (Bishop’s Commission for Mission), to share experience and good practice 

– you should receive a Zoom invitation.  If not, be in touch. 



KINKIIZI LENT APPEAL - 40p for 40 days : This year’s Deanery appeal 

aims to raise money for the Nyakatare Health Centre, Kinkiizi.  Christchurch 

Deanery began funding of this project in 2016 and they just need £3000 to 

complete the final unit.  More information is available from the poster on the 

AVC website or from Kinkiizi Action Group Chair Gill Tybjerg 

gilltybjerg@btinternet.com 07745 049824. Save just 40p per day for 40 days 

(starting from 17 February) and this will help attract staff to the centre and 

thereby improve health facilities in this rural area.   
 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT, 22nd February-7th March.  Our AVC Fairtrade 

team are continuing in small ways during the Lockdown – do be in touch if you 

would anything to be ordered (especially Easter Eggs). Perhaps, during Fairtrade 

Fortnight, you could go on a ‘Fairtrade Hunt’ if you are out shopping, or even on-

line.  There are also lots of materials on-line.  Our Service at 10.00a.m. on Sunday, 

March 7th, will be led by our Fairtrade Team, and will focus on Fairtrade. 
 

GREAT NEWS FOR ST.  MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE : We are so pleased 

to be able to announce that long awaited gas jet burner for the church heating 

system has arrived and will be fitted with work starting on the 4th March.  After 

months of very temporary heating this will mean that the church will be warm, 

when we return after Covid lockdown, and that ancient  fabric  of the building 

will be slowly re-heated to prevent any damage through wet and damp.  
 

CHURCHES OPEN/CLOSED : Following the Government announcement 

last week, our PCCs and ministry team will be reviewing how we can safely and 

reasonably return to worship in Church – something we’re very much looking 

forward to.  We will continue with on-line services but one update is that Holy 

Ascension Hyde will open from 10am to 4pm from Tuesday 2nd March for prayer.  
 

At present our churches continue to be open/closed as follows: 

Fordingbridge and Hyde  will be open for prayer from 10-4 

Sandleheath and Godshill   will be closed 

Hale and Woodgreen   will remain open for prayer each day 

Breamore     will remain closed 
 

During the Lockdown:  There will be Services on-line each Sunday at 10.00, and 

some 8.15s and 6.00 Sanctus/Evening Prayers as well.  Thought for the Day 

every weekday and the Saturday Conversation at 10.00. 
 

COFFEE AFTER SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE :  We will be having on-

line coffee after the morning service each week.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

Meeting ID 646 331 066 Password 123654. The direct link which will also let you 

in, will be in the Partner’s email.   
 

 

mailto:gilltybjerg@btinternet.com


REFLECTION : A few years ago, “Churches Together, Fordingbridge and   

District” planted a young tree in the Fordingbridge Recreation Ground. The tree 

was to mark the 60th anniversary of the Queen’s Coronation.  Sadly, over the 

years, the tree has twice been vandalised. Each time it had to be cut back and 

try again. But after the second attack there was little more than a stump left, 

and it seemed no longer able to fulfill its purpose. So, last year, a strong young 

replacement tree was planted in a fresh site in the Recreation Ground. Sadly, 

this too fared badly and had to be cut back; it is now bare and branchless.  But 

meanwhile the original tree has sprouted vigorously from its base. It is now full 

of life. No longer the shape envisaged, but it is vibrant & flourishing. 

Perhaps this tree has a message for us and our churches. It has come through 

most difficult circumstances. It has changed its shape, but it has a great future. It 

also reminds us of the joy and strength of worshipping God together. 
 

Jeremy Houghton-Brown  

INFORMAL PRAYER MEETING : Wednesday 3rd March 11.00am — you are 

invited to join us for an informal prayer meeting over Zoom. This is when a 

number of us get together to pray for the needs of individuals, the Benefice,  the 

wider community and even the world. It lasts no longer than 30 minutes. 

Everyone is welcome if you would like to join us. If you would like prayer for 

anything or anyone, please contact either Kate Wilson (01425 540669) Beverley 

Judd, (01725 512018) Linda Light (01425 480509) or the Church office.  We look 

forward to you joining us.   Meeting ID: 820 3950 2539 Passcode: 487168 or 

d i r e c t  l i n k  h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 2 0 3 9 5 0 2 5 3 9 ?

pwd=eWJmV0s5Nm8vSWVyN0V5YllPL2Y0UT09 
 

ON THE MOVE : It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Katherine 

Ward.  Katherine and her late husband Rev. Canon Michael moved when he  

retired from Alderbury.  Michael had a successful ministry in Fordingbridge and 

led a healing ministry here. Katherine was a great support to Michael.  He 

unfortunately died before Gary came.  Katherine is a regular at our 10.00am. 

morning service.  She is now moving next week to Sidmouth to be near here 

daughter.  We wish Katherine bon voyage, and a very happy new life in Sidmouth.  
 
 

WOODGREEN SUPPORT GROUP :  If you need information, financial or 

health advice, support or just ideas to keep you occupied you can try the 

Hampshire Help line on 0333 370 4000 Or Woodgreen-pc.gov.org or 

Connecttosupporthampshire.org   And if you have difficulty accessing the websites, 

call our Woodgreen Helpline (01725 493011). 
 

OPEN DOORS BI-MONTHLY PRAYER DIARIES for March/April are 

available in church.  Please help yourselves, or get in touch if you would like one 

delivered. More details at  www.opendoorsuk.org. Pat Bloomfield 01425 837735 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82039502539?pwd=eWJmV0s5Nm8vSWVyN0V5YllPL2Y0UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82039502539?pwd=eWJmV0s5Nm8vSWVyN0V5YllPL2Y0UT09
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CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : office@avonvalleychurches.org.uk  or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

 

Mon 1 March 9.00am 
Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 284 

292, Password: 764200) 
On-line (Zoom) 

 10.30am Lent Group On-line (Zoom) 

Tue 2 7.00pm Lent Group On-line (Zoom) 

Wed 3 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) On-line (Zoom) 

 11.00am Informal Prayer Group On-line (Zoom) 

 2.00pm Lent Group On-line (Zoom) 

Thur 4 11.00am On-line Bible Study On-line (Zoom) 

Sat 6 10.00am The Saturday Conversation On-line 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook,  Website or  

Faith Online and available afterwards on YouTube   

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Mon to Fri 10.00am Thought for the Day  

Sunday 28 Feb 10.00am Holy Communion On-line 

 6.00pm Evensong On-line 

 

Sunday 7 

March 

8.15am Holy Communion On-line 

 10.00am Allsorts On-line 

 6.00pm Sanctus On-line 


