
 
SUMMARY OF MAIN PROVISIONS OF DRAFT SCHEME (NOT PART OF THE 
DRAFT SCHEME) 
 
This draft Scheme provides for the union of the parish of Fordingbridge, the parish 
of Hyde, the parish of Breamore and the parish of Hale with Woodgreen, being 
the four parishes which comprise the area of the benefice of Fordingbridge and 
Hyde and Breamore and Hale with Woodgreen in the diocese of Winchester. 

 
 

DRAFT 
 

PASTORAL SCHEME 
 

 This Scheme is made by the Church Commissioners this        day of 
20   in pursuance of the Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011, the Right Reverend 
Timothy, Bishop of Winchester, having consented thereto. 
 
Union of parishes 
1. The parish of Fordingbridge, the parish of Hyde, the parish of Breamore and 
the parish of Hale with Woodgreen, being the four parishes which comprise the area 
of the benefice of Fordingbridge and Hyde and Breamore and Hale with Woodgreen 
in the diocese of Winchester, shall be united to create a new parish which shall be 
named "The Parish of Fordingbridge and Hyde and Breamore and Hale with 
Woodgreen". 
 
Parish churches 
2. The church of Saint Mary, being the parish church of the parish of 
Fordingbridge, the church of Holy Ascension, being the parish church of the parish of 
Hyde, the church of Saint Mary, being the parish church of the parish of Breamore, 
and the church of Saint Mary, being the parish church of the parish of Hale with 
Woodgreen, shall all be parish churches of the new parish. 
 
Archdeaconry and deanery 
3. The new parish shall belong to the archdeaconry of Bournemouth and the 
deanery of Christchurch. 
 
Assistant curates: consequential provision 
4. If immediately before this Scheme comes into operation any person holds an 
office of assistant curate (however described) in any of the parishes referred to in 
clause 1 hereof he, she or they shall as consequence of the union of parishes effected 
by the Scheme hold such office or offices subject to the same terms of service in the 
new parish of Fordingbridge and Hyde and Breamore and Hale with Woodgreen. 
 
Coming into operation of this Scheme 
5. This Scheme shall come into operation upon the first day of the month following 
the date of it being made by the Church Commissioners. 
 
 



 In witness of which this Scheme has been duly executed as a deed by the 
Church Commissioners. 
 
 
SIGNED by the Right Reverend Timothy,) 
      ) 
Bishop of Winchester.   ) 
 
 

Executed as a Deed by the Church Commissioners for England 

acting by two authorised signatories: 

------------------------------------------------- 

Signature of Authorised Signatory 

------------------------------------------------- 

Signature of Authorised Signatory 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Notes by the Diocesan office (not forming part of the draft Scheme) 
 

 
The rationale behind the diocesan proposals is as follows: 
 
These proposals come about at the request of the PCCs of the four 
parishes concerned. At present, there is a balance between the benefice-
wide focus, and the local focus. That could be maintained and further 
enhanced with one united, strong, efficient PCC, and use of local church 
committees. This structure could bring new energy to the overall vision and 
governance across the benefice, and also to the local work in and around 
each of the four parish churches.  
 
A single PCC could: 
• focus on the overall picture across the benefice - it should be focussed 
on vision and growth; 
• have oversight of the whole spectrum of church activity - including 
mission, outreach, service, worship, safeguarding, good governance and 
finance; 
• enable efficiencies: things should only be done once - policies, returns, 
accounts, and so on, taking into account the needs of each church/sub-
parish, and making good decisions by looking at those needs within the 
overall aims of the benefice's ministry, mission and resources; 
• look for efficiencies of time and finance; and 
• take on a 'strategic role'; or what we might prefer to call an 'enabling 
role' - enabling all of the churches committees to get on with the mission 
and ministry which helps the Church to grow in each place. 

 



Publication of this draft Scheme has been approved by the Church 
Commissioners but does not mean that they have taken a view on the merits of 
the diocesan case.  
 
If they receive representations against the draft Scheme, they will send all 
representations, both for and against, to the Bishop and ask for his views. 
Individual representors will then receive copies of their correspondence with the 
Bishop (including copies of all the representations) and they may comment further 
in writing to the Commissioners on the issues raised in their original letter in light 
of the diocesan response if they so wish. 
  
If there are no representations against the draft Scheme, the Commissioners will 
make the Scheme and arrange for it to be brought into effect. 
 

 
Name of the proposed new parish 
 
Clause 1 provides for the legal name of the parish to be “Fordingbridge and Hyde and 
Breamore and Hale with Woodgreen”, but it is the diocese’s understanding that it will 
however be known locally as “Avon Valley Churches”. Changing the legal name is a 
fairly straightforward process which can be dealt with locally if so required under a 
Bishop’s Pastoral Order. 
 
Status of churches and number of churchwardens 
 
All of the four current parish churches will be parish churches in the proposed new 
parish, and will therefore have eight churchwardens in total (i.e. two per parish church). 
 
St Giles in Fordingbridge and St Boniface in Hale with Woodgreen will both remain 
licensed places of worship. 
 
Clause 4 
 
The above clause has been included to ensure that any person holding an office of 
assistant curate (however described) shall as consequence of the union of the 
parishes effected by the Scheme hold such office or offices subject to the same terms 
of service in the new parish. Although there is currently no such unnamed office holder 
in post, this clause is included in case any such office holder is appointed before this 
Scheme comes into operation. 
 
Addendum following the formal local consultations of 6 October 2020 under s6 of the 
2011 Measure, and at the request of the parish of Hyde 
 
The four parishes referred to in clause 1 above have agreed that the proposed Scheme 
shall be operated as set out in “The Simplification Booklet” – which cannot form a legal 
part of the 2011 Measure process. 


