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On Thursday morning we had a lovely chat on the staff team 

about this passage and we all seemed to agree that being a 

‘Doubting Thomas’ describes many of us. Many people seem to 

be intent on having an opportunity of ‘seeing’ to believe.  

 

I love Jesus’ pre-emptive counter attack in this passage from 

John 20:19-31, verse 29, “Blessed are those who have not yet 

seen and yet have believed”. I think Thomas, like Peter, gets a 

bit of bad press. Is he being rebuked or is Jesus just reminding 

him that others will not need this ‘proof’ and that is ok too?  

 

We all use our senses to process our trinitarian God. Some 

people need to see, some people need to hear, although        

remember on the road to Emmaus, Jesus spoke and they didn’t 

recognise him. Some people, I am one of those people, need to 

‘feel’ not necessarily in a tangible way through touch but    

emotionally.  When I feel something, I believe God is there.  

 

What sort of believer are you and how much does this shape 

your faith of today? How much of your understanding of God 

comes from the use of one of your senses? If you process God 

through the word, challenge yourself to know God differently. 

Just an idea.  

 
 

 Jo Heath 



 

COLLECT:  
 

Risen Christ, 

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 133  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1.  Behold how good and pleasant it is   

     to dwell together in unity. 
 

2.  It is like the precious oil upon the head,  

     running down upon the beard, 
 

3.  Even on Aaron’s beard,  

     running down upon the collar of his clothing. 
 

4.  It is like the dew of Hermon  

     running down upon the hills of Zion. 
 

5.  For there the Lord has promised his blessing:  

     even life for evermore. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Acts 4:32-35 
 

A picture of how the first Christians tried to organise their lives. 
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32 The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 

one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned 

was held in common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony to 

the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There 

was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 

sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
 

John 20:19-31 

 

The evening of the first Easter Day, and its sequel a week later when doubt is turned 

to faith. 
 

19 When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 24 But Thomas (who was called the 

Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  25 So the other 

disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 

mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 26 A week later his disciples were again in the 

house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  



 
27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas answered 

him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you 

have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to     

believe.’ 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 

may have life in his name.  

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

Lord God our Father, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ 

you have assured your children of eternal life 

and in baptism have made us one with him: 

deliver us from the death of sin 

and raise us to new life in your love, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avonvalleychurches.org.uk.  If you feel able 

to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  

please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



OUT & ABOUT:  Tuesday evening, Hyde Annual Parish Celebration. 

Thursday evening, Deanery Reorganisation meeting. Otherwise, Gary has 

a long list of jobs which need to be done, and he’ll try to get on with them. 
 

RE-OPENING OF OUR CHURCHES FOR WORSHIP: We are 

delighted that we will be opening our Churches again for services on Sunday 

18th April.  We are, of course, all very much looking forward to worshipping 

together in Church again but people should feel under no obligation to return 

if they do not feel comfortable.  You should only return if you feel confident 

to do so, and are happy to continue with the Covid, hygiene and distancing 

measures which we have been following. We will continue to maintain our on-

line prescence as at present and will keep the situation under review.  

Blessings, Gary. 
 

COFFEE AFTER SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE :  We continue with 

on-line coffee after morning service each week.  Everyone is welcome to join. 

Meeting ID 646 331 066 Password 123654.  Direct link is in the Partner’s 

email.   
 

ACCESS TO ON-LINE WORSHIP :  Our on-line services will continue 

to be available on our telephone line, 01425 543305, charged at your normal 

local rate.  If you want to listen to live or recorded worship, it’s usually easier 

to put your phone onto speakerphone, so you can sit back and enjoy. 
 

KINKIIZI LENT APPEAL : If you have been able to support this year’s 

Deanery appeal please could you send your “40 for 40” donation via the 

Church Office in cash, or cheque payable to Parish of Fordingbridge, clearly 

marked Kinkiizi; via the collection plate from 18th April or to Martin Calver 

direct.   The appeal is aiming to raise money for the Nyakatare Health Centre, 

Kinkiizi.  Christchurch Deanery began funding of this project in 2016 and they 

just need £3000 to complete the final unit.  Many thanks for your support. 
 

You can keep up with the work of the Kinkiizi Action Group on their 

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup Please 'like' the 

page to get news, including photographs, as they arrive. 
 

HALE and WOODGREEN COMMUNITY COOKBOOK :  The new 

cookbook is now available for you to buy.  Ten years on from the first edition, 

this one contains over 80 new recipes, the majority of which have been sent 

in by people in and around our parish and has been put together during 

lockdown. To order please call Lynda Warne or 07799 542707 or email  

Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup
mailto:Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk


ANNUAL PARISH CELEBRATIONS:  We are again holding our Annual 

Parish Celebrations on-line this year (you can also attend by telephone).  It 

is only a few months since we held last year’s Meetings in October, so these 

will be fairly brief (but important) occasions – we’ll elect Churchwardens, 

PCC Members, approve the accounts, and look back over the past 6 months.  
 

The Meetings are all at 7.00p.m., on:   

Hyde – Tuesday, April 13th (copies of papers will be available in Church for 

those who do not have on-line access); 

Fordingbridge – Monday, April 26th;  

Hale & Woodgreen – Wednesday, April 28th;  

Breamore – Thursday April 29th.   

The Zoom Details for all Meetings are: Meeting ID: 840 1296 7755; 

Passcode: 178999; Telephone 0131 460 1196 (you’ll need the ID and 

Passcode) and the direct link will be in the Partners email at the appropriate 

date. 
 

ELECTORAL ROLL REVISION : The Electoral Rolls for all of our 

Parishes is taking place in preparation for the annual Parish Celebrations in 

April. This only applies if you would like to join the Electoral Roll 

(which we encourage) or have changed any of your details.  The dates 

are slightly different for each Parish, but if you could let us have any new 

forms by April 11th, they will all be included.   

For Breamore, Fordingbridge, Hale & Woodgreen, forms need to be 

returned to the AVC Church Office by post or email.  

For Hyde, forms need to be returned to the Electoral Roll Officer, Sheilah 

Collis by post or email, Heather Cottage, Rockford, BH24 3NA. Once 

revised, copies of names Rolls will be displayed in the Churches for 

checking.  Thank you. 
 

FARESHARE LARDER : The FareShare Larder, principally aimed at those 

who find feeding themselves or their families with good, fresh food difficult, 

will be held weekly on a Friday from 1.30pm to 3pm in the Church Hall Car 

Park at Fordingbridge Church. The Larder is a membership scheme aimed at 

helping people make their money go further by reducing food shopping bills, 

for a set weekly membership fee (£2.50, single person, £3.50 couple, £5.00 

family). It is a community larder run by volunteers.  Please let people who 

might be interested know, there is an Application Form and Leaflet available 

on our website.   Further enquiries, ask Gary. 
 



Michele Gosling 

REFLECTION : A report commissioned by the UK government released 

its findings last week stating that “there is no evidence of institutional     

racism in the UK” So why is it then, that we still have racist crimes being 

committed,  low levels of BAME employees in certain careers, and the need 

for groups like Black Lives Matter? 

If the intention of the report was to pacify, it failed. Some race equality           

organisations feel let down, they do not believe the report looked into the 

day to day lives of these communities, their struggles and their fundamental 

needs. Some also dislike the term BAME as it stifles their individuality and 

uniqueness.  

So as we move through the Easter season can we remember that God 

made this sacrifice of his only son for ALL of us. 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians states:  In Christ’s family there can be no division 

into Jew and non-Jew, slave and free, male and female. Among us you are all 

equal. That is, we are all in a common relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Let’s celebrate our differences, support each other and move forward in 

our common relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

BOOKS TO BORROW : Our micro-mini library is available via a 

doorstep service — go to the AVC website then @Activities', 'Learning 

Zone' then 'Books to Borrow'. To let me know your details and the book 

you would like, click BookstoBorrow@AvonValleyChurches.org.uk I can 

deliver to/collect from your home. Books are sanitised/quarantined for 72 

hours before re-circulation. If anyone has previously borrowed books and 

needs to return them, please contact me so that I can collect them.  

Gwenda Moore 
 

CAN YOU HELP with research for our charity Avon Valley 

Community Matters? Ruth Crosland is conducting a series of interviews, 

the results of which will be used to help plan our next few years of 

outreach. Jo is doing the research and has asked members of the church to 

get together in small groups with people they know and take a snapshot of 

views about local facilities in and around Fordingbridge. So far we have had 

a number of interviews from Fordingbridge and Hale & Woodgreen but we 

would love for people from all of our areas to share their views. We are 

also interested in meeting with people from all different age groups, those 

with faith and those without. If you are able to meet on Zoom or over the 

phone, Ruth would love to hear from you. The deadline is 23rd April 2021 so 

we are trying to conduct as many as we can and they take about 15 to 20 

minutes. Ruth’s email address is mowbray25@aol.com . Many thanks.  

http://www.avp-benefice.org.uk/activities/teaching-and-learning-zone/books-to-borrow/BookstoBorrow@AvonValleyChurches.org.uk
mailto:mowbray25@aol.com


This Week 
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CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : office@avonvalleychurches.org.uk  or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

 

Mon 12 9.00am 
Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 284 

292, Password: 764200) 
On-line (Zoom) 

 All day Church Office closed  

Tue 13 All day Church Office closed  

Wed 14 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) On-line (Zoom) 

Sat 17 10.00 The Saturday Conversation On-line 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook,  Website or  

Faith Online and available afterwards on YouTube   

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Mon to Fri 10.00am Thought for the Day   

Sunday 11 

April 
8.15am 

 

Holy Communion On-line 

 10.00am Morning Service On-line 

 6.00pm Evensong On-line 

 

Sunday 18 

April 
8.15am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Mattins Breamore 

 10.00am Morning Service + streamed Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Hale 

 10.00am Morning Service Hyde 


