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This week, has been a week of remembrance in many ways, a 

week of looking back over the 99 years of the life of HRH 

Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh. Through the media     

coverage we have all learnt so much more about the man, 

about his passions, his values, his faith, his support of so many 

charities and of course, of his loyalty and rock-solid support 

for the Queen. 
 

Prince Phillip’s life has been one of huge service and sacrifice. 
 

For my part I remember as a Ranger Guide in the 1970’s     

embarking on the Duke Of Edinburgh Award Scheme, for the 

expedition component four of us embarked upon an overnight 

camp and hike from Godshill to Salisbury. If memory serves 

me correctly a distance of about 17 ½ miles. (Strange how life 

turns out!) 
 

Often at the time of such a death we are reminded of other 

bereavements we have experienced and memories of the   

person once known and loved but whom we see no         

longer…….We hold in our prayers HM the Queen, all the 

Royal Family and all people who have been recently             

bereaved… 
 

Several years ago, at the Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival I 

heard a talk presented by Mark Yaconelli, an American        

theologian entitled ‘how to ensure your funeral is well          

attended’. 
 

In his talk Mark describes a life of service and sacrifice which 

we are called to aim for, there’s no doubt in my mind that in 

usual times, Prince Phillip would certainly have met the        

criteria! 
 
 

May His Royal Highness rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 
Ruth Crosland 



 

COLLECT:  
 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 4  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1.  Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness;  

     You set me at liberty when I was in trouble; have mercy on me and hear my 

prayer. 
 

2.  How long will you nobles dishonour my glory;  

     How long will you love vain things and seek after falsehood? 
 

3.  But know that the Lord has shown me his marvellous kindness;  

     When I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 
 

4.  Stand in awe, and sin not;  

     Commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 
 

5.  Offer the sacrifices of righteousness  

     And put your trust in the Lord. 
 

6.  There are many that say, ‘Who will show us any good?’  

     Lord, lift up the light of your countenance upon us. 
 

7.  You have put gladness in my heart,  

     More than when their corn and wine and oil increase. 
 

8.  In peace I will lie down and sleep,  

     For it is you Lord, only, who make me dwell in safety. 
 

 

Readings for this week 
18th April 2021   

Easter 3 



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 3:12-19 
 

Peter has just healed a lame man, and explains that it was the power of Jesus who 

has been raised from the dead which enabled this. 
 

12 Peter addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why 

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 

walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God 

of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and    

rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14 But 

you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given 

to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 

this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 

man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has    

given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17 And now, friends, I 

know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this way God   

fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 

suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                       (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
 

Luke 24:36b-48 
 

Two disciples have just come back from Emmaus on the evening of Easter Day. 

As they are describing how they have met Jesus, he appears to them all again. 

 
36 While the eleven and their companions were talking about what they had 

heard, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 37 

They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.     



38 He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 

hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.  Touch me and 

see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40 And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While in their 

joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you        

anything here to eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it 

and ate in their presence. 44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you - that everything written about me in the 

law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened 

their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is writ-

ten, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.’  

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Living God, 

your Son made himself known to his disciples 

in the breaking of bread: 

open the eyes of our faith, 

that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avonvalleychurches.org.uk.  If you feel able 

to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  

please make contact via the above e-mail address. 



OUT & ABOUT:  Tuesday, on-line meetings about Church Planting, 

Parish re-organisation, new process for registering marriages, in the 

morning, and Benefice of the Future meeting with Lucy Moore, founder of 

Messy Church, in the afternoon (if you’re interested, contact Gary).  

Wednesday, Communion in Fordingbridge Church at 10.00, followed by 

Benefice of the Future  Meeting, our new website planning group meeting and 

a Funeral.  Thursday, Staff Communion and Meeting, two Foundation 

Governors Meetings, and an on-line school assembly.  Staff Team Meeting in 

the evening. Friday, more meetings (!), and a Funeral. 
 

RETURN TO WORSHIPPING IN OUR CHURCHES:  We are very 

much looking forward to welcoming our congregations to worship in person 

from this Sunday.  As you know, currently, 6 people or two households may 

mix outdoors, no mixing indoors.  We must be very careful to maintain good 

practices amongst ourselves as we have the privilege of meeting in 

Church.  Please maintain good distances, do not mix more than is necessary, 

use the sanitisers, etc., provided, wear a mask – and have a wonderful time in 

Church!  If you are not ready to return yet, we shall be continuing on-line as 

usual – and remembering those who would like to be with us but feel unable 

to.  Gary. 
 

COFFEE AFTER CHURCH:  We won’t be able to offer coffee after 

Services in Church (although it might be possible in Step 3, May 17th, to do it 

outdoors).  On-Line Zoom Coffee – the current suggestion is to meet on 

the 1st Sunday of each month after Church, around 11.15, to give people 

time to go home and put the kettle on.  (If there are enough people who 

would like to meet more regularly, and someone is happy to open the Zoom 

Meeting, that would be great.  Let us know your thoughts. 

 

ACCESS TO ON-LINE WORSHIP :  Our on-line services will continue 

to be available on our telephone line, 01425 543305, charged at your normal 

local rate.  If you want to listen to live or recorded worship, it’s usually easier 

to put your phone onto speakerphone, so you can sit back and enjoy. 

 

VISITOR PRAYERS: Visitors to our Churches often leave prayers, and we 

now have a small group who commit to praying those prayers for them.  It 

would be wonderful if more joined.  It’s very simple – there is a WhatsApp 

Group, and the prayers are photographed and sent to the Group (If you have 

a smart phone, you can easily download WhatsApp, and will be able to join – 

ask us for help if you need it).  Thanks, Gary. 

 

 



PARISH GIVING SCHEME:  The day-to-day finances of all of our four 

Parishes are dire at present!  We will be in a seriously dangerous position by 

the end of this year if things do not improve – and the largest part by far of 

our expenditure is on people and buildings, neither of which we would want 

to do without.  ALL the money which supports the fantastic work which our 

staff team and volunteers do has to be raised locally, and we are very 

grateful to all of those who already give so generously, regularly and in one-

off gifts.  If you do not yet give regularly, or are not already part of the 

Scheme, please consider giving through the PARISH GIVING SCHEME.  It 

is by far the easiest way to make your regular donations to the work of our 

Churches and Parishes.  You can set this up on-line 

(www.parishgiving.org.uk), by phone (0333 002 1271) or with a paper form 

(ask the Church Office).  Full details on the DONATE page of our 

website.  Thanks.  Gary. 
 

ANNUAL PARISH CELEBRATIONS:  We are again holding our Annual 

Parish Celebrations on-line this year (you can also attend by telephone).  It 

is only a few months since we held last year’s Meetings in October, so these 

will be fairly brief (but important) occasions – we’ll elect Churchwardens, 

PCC Members, approve the accounts, and look back over the past 6 months.  
 

The Meetings are all at 7.00p.m., on:   

Fordingbridge – Monday,  April 26th;  

Hale & Woodgreen – Wednesday,  April 28th;  

Breamore – Thursday,  April 29th.   

The Zoom Details for all Meetings are: Meeting ID: 840 1296 7755; 

Passcode: 178999; Telephone 0131 460 1196 (you’ll need the ID and 

Passcode) and the direct link will be in the Partners email.  
 

KINKIIZI LENT APPEAL : If you have been able to support this year’s 

Deanery appeal please could you send your “40 for 40” donation via the 

Church Office (39 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge, SP6 1AB) in cash, or 

cheque payable to Parish of Fordingbridge, clearly marked Kinkiizi; via the 

collection plate from 18th April or to Martin Calver direct.    

 

HALE and WOODGREEN COMMUNITY COOKBOOK :  The new 

cookbook is now available for you to buy.  Ten years on from the first 

edition, this one contains over 80 new recipes, the majority of which have 

been sent in by people in and around our parish and has been put together 

during lockdown. To order please call Lynda Warne or 07799 542707 or 

email  Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
mailto:Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk


REFLECTION :  The recent death of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh means 

we have all had the opportunity to reflect on a life well lived. Although life is 

difficult and challenging for us all now, his example should inspire us to look 

beyond the grief and be thankful for what his life’s work contributed to. The 

Duke of Edinburgh Award is one example which has been life changing for 

so many. Set up some 65 years ago I read that over 6.7 million young people 

in the UK alone have benefitted from taking on the personal challenges of a 

DofE award. What a legacy to leave and something to be truly thankful for. 
 

Something else for which many of us will be thankful for is the re-opening 

of hairdressers ! As my son returns to school after the Easter holidays, we 

were so excited to be able to book an appointment at the local barbers…. 

strange times indeed!                                                                                                        

 

 

Stephen Darke 

ST MARY’S FORDINGBRIDGE CLEANING : We have started to 

clean the Church and many thanks to those that have already helped,  We 

would still welcome people to help clean the floors, dusting surfaces and 

underneath the chairs, so if you have some spare time next week please 

contact the Church Office. Many thanks, Ian Newman 
 

FARESHARE LARDER : The FareShare Larder will be held weekly on a 

Friday from 1.30pm to 3pm in the Church Hall Car Park at Fordingbridge 

Church. More details are available on our website, or contact Gary. 
 

FORDINGBRIDGE FOODBANK :  is open on Mondays,  Wednesdays 

and Fridays, 12.30 to 2.30, in the United Reformed Church, Salisbury Street.  

If you want to donate food, their list of required items is on their website 

Ringwood.foodbank.org.uk. “Urgently needed items”.  Small amounts can 

be left in the Co-Op bin where they will be collected on a regular basis.  
 

CAN YOU HELP with research for our charity Avon Valley 

Community Matters? Ruth Crosland is conducting a series of interviews, 

the results of which will be used to help plan our next few years of 

outreach. Jo is doing the research and has asked members of the church to 

get together in small groups with people they know and take a snapshot of 

views about local facilities in and around Fordingbridge. We are interested 

in meeting with people from all different age groups, those with faith and 

those without. If you are able to meet on Zoom or over the phone, Ruth 

would love to hear from you. The deadline is 23rd April 2021 so we are 

trying to conduct as many as we can and they take about 15 to 20 minutes. 

Ruth’s email address is mowbray25@aol.com . Many thanks.  

http://ringwood.foodbank.org.uk/
mailto:mowbray25@aol.com


This Week  -  18th April 2021  -  Easter 3 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : office@avonvalleychurches.org.uk  or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  

 

Mon 19 9.00am 
Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 284 

292, Password: 764200) 
On-line (Zoom) 

Wed 21 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) On-line (Zoom) 

 10.00am Thought for Day & Communion Fordingbridge 

 2.30pm Funeral of the late Derek Tosdevin Fordingbridge 

Fri 23 1.00pm Funeral of the late Michael Creek Breamore 

Sat 24 10.00 The Saturday Conversation On-line 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook,  Website or  

Faith Online and available afterwards on YouTube   

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Mon to Fri 10.00am Thought for the Day   

Sunday 25 

April 
8.15am 

 

Holy Communion Breamore 

 10.00am Sung Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion + streamed Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 6.00pm Evensong + streamed Fordingbridge 

 

Sunday 18 

April 
8.15am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Mattins Breamore 

 10.00am Morning Service + streamed Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Hale 

 10.00am Morning Service Hyde 


