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We welcome all,  especially visitors and those attending for the first time.   

If you need gluten free wafers at Communion,  please speak to someone 

at the door before the service.    

Please take this newsletter home with you for the week ahead.  

God Bless 
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Today is the end of Christian Aid week.  

 

It made me think about the great tradition of charity in 

this country and how so many things are made possible 

through the generosity of others sticking their hand in 

their own pocket or giving their time for the benefit of 

people they may never know or meet. It’s like the 

Agape love we celebrate where something is given – 

love, care, with no expectation of Any return, and that 

comes from Jesus giving his life for us, no conditions  

attached.  

 

In a world where ever more is expected it’s good to 

remember how giving something away can be satisfying 

and knowing someone else will be just that bit better 

as a result. 

 
Mark Ward 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avonvalleychurches.org.uk.  If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those 

on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  please email the above address. 



COLLECT:  
 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 1 (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,  

 Nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

2. Their delight is in the law of the Lord,  

 And they meditate on his law day and night. 
 

3. They are like trees planted by streams of water,  

 Bearing fruit in due season,  
 

4. With leaves that do not wither;  

 Everything they do shall prosper. 
 

5. It is not so with the wicked: 

 they are like chaff which the wind blows away; 
 

6. Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgement comes, 

 Nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 

 

Readings for this week 
16h May 2021  -  Ascension 1 

(Christian Aid Week ends) 



A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Acts 1:15-17,21-26 
 

Matthias is chosen to be one of the Twelve, in place of Judas Iscariot. 
 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 

numbered about one hundred and twenty people). He said, 16 ‘Friends, the 

scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus - 17 for 

he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. 21 So 

one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the 

Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John 

until the day when he was taken up from us - one of these must become a 

witness with us to his resurrection.’ 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed 

and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two 

you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 

which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ 26 And they cast lots for 

them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                       (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
 

John 17:6-19 
 

Jesus prays that his disciples will be kept safe as they carry out their mission. 
 

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed: 6 ‘Father, I have made your name 

known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 



you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 

everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to 

me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking 

on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 

those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer 

in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 

as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that 

you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the 

one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I 

am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may 

have my joy made complete in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, 

and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, 

just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out 

of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16 They do not 

belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in 

the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the world, so I 

have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so 

that they also may be sanctified in truth.’  
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

AMEN. 



OUT & ABOUT:  Sunday, Gary is leading worship at Burley Church, 

where there is a vacancy at present.  Baptism and Wedding visits in the 

afternoon.  Monday, ‘Avon Valley Community Matters’ Trustees Meeting in the 

morning, followed by a Funeral, and the Shadow PCC in the evening.  Tuesday, 

Meeting with the Patron of Fordingbridge Parish, the Dean of King’s College, 

Cambridge, in the morning, followed by cleaning Tom the curate’s house, and a 

recording for the Saturday Conversation with the Bishop of Basingstoke in the 

afternoon.  Wednesday, Funeral, visits and vaccination!  Fordingbridge LCC in the 

evening.  Thursday, Staff Communion and Meeting, a Funeral, a Benefice of the 

future Meeting, School Governors Meeting and Meeting of the Area Deans and 

Bishop in the evening.  Friday, Service preparation and Wedding Rehearsal.  

Saturday, Wedding in the afternoon. 
 

CHANGES TO OUR PCC STRUCTURE:  Most will know that we have been 

discussing the possibility of changing from four PCCs to one for some time, and 

the proposal was agreed by all the PCCs last September.  The final Formal 

Consultation from the Church Commissioners, on what is called ‘The Scheme’, is 

now taking place, and full details are in the Churches and on the website.  Anyone 

may comment on the proposals, but must do so before June 7th.  Any queries, 

contact Gary or Churchwardens and PCC Members. 
 

THY KINGDOM COME: 10 Days from Ascension to Pentecost, to focus on 

prayer and praying for God’s Kingdom.  We have distributed many of the Prayer 

Journals to accompany each day, and there are copies in each of the 

Churches.  Very helpful thoughts and prayers for each day of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’.  

And there is also an App available on Apple and Google—search for Thy Kingdom 

Come (more information in the Partners email). 
 

CONFIRMATION:  Some people have indicated a wish to be Confirmed, and 

we are in the process of arranging a Deanery Confirmation Service for later in the 

year.  If you would like to know more, or would like to be confirmed, adult or 

young person, or would just like an opportunity to explore and refresh your faith, 

please be in touch with Gary or the Office. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK: The 10.00 Service on-line from Fordingbridge Church 

this morning will focus on Christian Aid, as we draw to the end of the week.  We 

have not been able to source Christian Aid Week Envelopes this year, but there are 

lots of ways of giving: on-line, by phone (020 7523 2269) by post (Christian Aid, 

35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL), or by placing your donation in an envelope 

in Church (mark if you wish us to claim Gift Aid).   
 

SAGHAR, A CHURCH LEADER FROM IRAN, SAYS, “No Christian should 

face persecution unprepared, and no Christian should go through it without prayer 

from the worldwide church.”   The Open Doors Magazines and Prayer Leaflets are 

in our churches now.  Please pick up your copy! 
 



BENEFICE SERVICE, May 30th, Trinity Sunday, 10.00a.m. We join 

together for Worship on the Fifth Sunday of the month, but on this occasion we 

will be together but in our own Churches.  There will be 10.00 Communion 

Services in Breamore, Fordingbridge, Woodgreen and Hyde, and On-Line,  with 

the first part of the Service being shared among all the Churches, and the second 

part in each Church.  Come and join us in whichever Church you like to find out 

how it will all work.  We are celebrating Lay Ministry across the AVC, and 

welcoming Licensed and Commissioned Lay Ministers. 
 

TRAIDCRAFT EXCHANGE : As previously mentioned Carol and I are 

walking the last 100km (70 miles) of the Camino de Santiago in Spain in aid of 

Traidcraft Exchange at the beginning of October.  Up until the first week in June, 

all donations are being match funded by the UK Government, so every donation 

is doubled.  We are walking on a self-funded basis with a group of 15 or so 

others from throughout the UK so all funds donated will go to support Traidcraft 

Exchange’s ‘Regenerators’ project (details at traidcraftexchange.org/regenerators 

or speak to us).  If you can help us support this valuable work this month on 

justgiving.com/fundraising/julian-carol-sims or by calling us it would be much 

appreciated. Julian Sims (07887 637047) 
 

HYDE PLANT SALE : Unfortunately we have not been able to hold our 

annual Plant Sale for Hyde Church again this year.  After last year’s success 

though we are selling direct again. Tomato varieties - Red Cherry, Gardeners 

Delight, Alicante, Marmande, Moneymaker and a Bush variety (Plum type). 

Courgettes, Butternut Squash, outdoor cucumbers and Aubergines also available. 

In the herb line - mint, sage, chives and finally for the flower garden, Hollyhocks 

and Hostas. Please e-mail me on darkefamily@btinternet.com or call on 01425 

656988 to check availability. Stephen Darke  
 

THE (Soon-to-Be) REVD TOM BURDEN: Tom, our new Curate, is moving 

into the Curate’s House in Falconwood Close towards the end of May, continues 

his final year of training at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford (on-line) and will then be 

ordained Deacon on July 4th in Winchester Cathedral, and begin his ministry in 

the AVC – more about that later.  For now, two things: HAMPER – it would be 

lovely to welcome him with a hamper of goodies (non-perishables, of course).  If 

you’d like to contribute, do bring (or leave) things in Church (clearly marked, 

otherwise they’ll go to the Foodbank!), or on the Rectory doorstep (in a 

waterproof bag, if it looks like rain) – by today.  CLEANING : since the tenants 

left, some work has been done on the house, and it would be lovely if anyone 

would like to join me for a house clean on Tuesday, May 18th (we can have up to 

six people in the house at a time by then, and we’ll need to bring our own 

cleaning materials, etc.)!  Do let me know, directly, or via the Office.  Thanks, 

Gary. 
 

mailto:darkefamily@btinternet.com


REFLECTION : I was struck last week by a few words about what Church 

unity might mean.  Coming from a family background where one set of grand-

parents were committed to the Methodist Church and the other within the  

Salvation Army, this idea resonates with me. 

These were words from Pete Greig in Lectio365 daily prayer: “Our unity is not 

to be based on believing precisely the same things; that would make us a sect; 

nor on behaving in precisely the same ways; that would make us a cult; but      

rather on belonging to the same Father through the unconditional acceptance of 

his son Jesus Christ: that’s what makes us a family”. 

We are created and called by God to be the individuals he made us, although 

this is of course in relationship with others.  May we as Paul writes “Accept one 

another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God”.  

(Romans 15:5-7) 
Julian Sims 

BIBLICAL PILGRIMAGE :  We are still planning a Biblical Pilgrimage to 

Jordan and Israel this October - any prospective late joiners are welcome to 

contact me for more details.  Canon Michael Anderson 01425 471490 

jer.178@tiscali.co.uk  
 

COFFEE AFTER CHURCH:  we will continue with Zoom Coffee at 

11.15am on the first Sunday (timed to give people time to go home and put the 

kettle on!)  If there are enough people who would like to meet more regularly, 

and someone is happy to open the Zoom Meeting, that would be great).  
 

 COULD HELP FUNDRAISE? Have you got   

 fundraising ideas but don’t want to be the onnly 

 one doing anything?! Avon Valley Community 

 Matters is the charity that organised Easter in a 

Bag.  It now needs help from willing volunteers to raise much needed funds so 

that the good work of the charity can continue in the local community. It would 

be great to have regular fundraising events throughout the year. If you, and 

maybe a friend or two, are willing to help or want to know more, contact Irene 

via the Church Office (office@avonvalleychurches.org.uk or 01425 653163). 
 

ACCESS TO ON-LINE WORSHIP :  Our on-line services are available on 

our telephone line, 01425 543305, charged at your normal local rate.  If you 

want to listen to live or recorded worship, it’s usually easier to put your phone 

onto speakerphone, so you can sit back and enjoy. 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL : If anyone has any last minute availability to 

help prepare the Church Hall to be used by the community of hirers, please ring 

or email the church Office.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.  Ian and Nigel,  

Churchwardens.  



This Week  -  16th May 2021  -  Ascension 1 

 

Mon 17 9.00am 
Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 

284 292, Password: 764200) 
On-line (Zoom) 

 1.45pm Funeral of the late Keith Wedderburn Fordingbridge 

 7.00pm Shadow PCC meeting Zoom 

Wed 19 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) On-line (Zoom) 

 10.00am Bible Study, Heather Cottage Rockford Common 

 7.00pm Fordingbridge LCC-PCC meeting Zoom 

Sat 2 10.00am 
The Saturday Conversation with 

Bishop David of Basingstoke 
On-line 

 2.00pm Wedding Poppy Sykes & Jimmy Dalton Fordingbridge 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook,  Website or  

Faith Online and available afterwards on YouTube   

“Avon Valley Churches” 

Mon to Fri 10.00am Thought for the Day   

 

Sunday 23 May 8.15am 
 

Holy Communion Breamore 

 10.00am Sung Communion  Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion + streamed Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Morning Service Sandleheath 

 6.00pm Evensong + streamed Fordingbridge 

 

 

Sunday 16 May 8.15am Holy Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Mattins Breamore 

 10.00am Morning Service + streamed Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Hale 

 10.00am Morning Service Hyde 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : office@avonvalleychurches.org.uk  or call 01425 653163 

Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  


